ens ebe. PL rr 


2 0 LITE: ENGLISH SECRETARY, 

. „ 8 CONTAINING.” 85 1 
n EN LETTERS | 

be: 7 "On. the x moſt important, Oeea 5108s in Lier. „„ 


N 4 1 8 n = IF 
t Vase of elegant LETTERS for 5e TT en 
wry rat Variety and Improvement of STYLE, collected from | 3 


bod, moſt approved Authors, with many Originals interſ] ſed, _ 
on the woll common Occurrences, i * yr l 


AMONGST MANY OTHERS, ARE LETTERS ON. © TK 44) 


| TRADE and. COMMERCE, "|| RELIGION' and Moral N. Tag 
The. REI. A FIVE and other [| STRUCTION, "wy 
F DUTIES, SONS AL. AFFECTION, - 

| COURTSHIP & MARRIAGE, TTALITY & kr 


A * 


— 


* Are e 


Defriptive habe ny net "nd uni EPISTLES, | ; 


- The whale e a Syſtem of Morality, and a Dif lay 
2 = the ſocial and'other — — Duties, with Terr Rules 24 
Sade in our ſeveral Stations in Life. 
2 To which is ſubjoined, 


2. Ex5ax on n the pope roper MODE of EDUCATION; with — 2 


* 
1 * 


Reflections and Remarks, tending to i ent 1 
vailing Syſtems and Plans of an. Fro ac pa and 3 ool © = 
' Inſtrudtion. "With an Apes e N 
878 | BIN 
hens 1 2 n oY 2 45 os 


What can beſpeak the Gentleman, the Scholar, or the Man of Buſineſs, better this Eo SE 3 TE "4 
a well wrote Letter? How very 8 it is! how anxiouſly it pleads its wy n 


Maſter's Cauſe | preſenting a beautiful Picture of his Mind Be the Theme Love, 85 3 be 

Humanity, Religion, Buſinefs, or what It may, ſych a Letter comes with a oo, = 3 

+ fand Argumedts; For when cloathed. in Purity of Style, and the filent Elos E 

Fes which our Languige ſo 2 2 it is almoſt reſittleſs. - 1 . 
1 an 

"ci 1 a : - TY 1 n 2 * 5 | - a - 2 

: — — — — ern rent 5 : - — — x 4 * 


r % n mmm es 3 
ned for 8. ROW DER. Parza-wosran-RoW, 3 
E Ih 


5. 0 e arhervav. | 1789. 3 


* 
Pd 


\ v # 
4 6 
*1 1 
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HE diſtinguiſhed Reception of the firſt Vol 
of this ork through ſeventeen large Impreſ- 
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lebrated for Commerce than its Advancement in all 
the liberal Arts and Refinement of Life, to excel in 


* Epiſtolary Correſpondence is not only highly requiſite, 


but a moſt valuable and polite Accompliſhment. It is 


not enough that the Writing be fair to the Eye, and 


will ſtand the Teſt of Grammar; but there ſhould be a 


Stile and Manner throughout a Letter, beſpeaking the 
Writer redde in the more elegant Claſſic Authors, and- 
poſſeſſed of Diction to be found only amongſt the polite- 
and informed. The firſt Volume of this Work is in- 
tended to introduce Youth in this charming Art, from 


the tendereſt Age, to more advanced Life ; but much. 
Solicitude has been expreſſed by many Ladies and Gen- 


tlemen, that in Letters upon Occaſions more imme 


diately concerning the great World, active and ſocial. 


Life, it is by no Means ſufficiently ample. The Edi- 


tors have long felt this Defect, and it 1s their W 
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Tux numerous Letters compoſing this Volume, com- 


prehend Buſineſs and Pleaſure, religious and moral 
Happineſs, the relative and ſocial Duties, conjugal 
Affection, and the Concerns of our preſent and future 
Life: They are intended at once to fix the Stile in Ele- 


gance and Eaſe; and to inſtruct the Head, and amend 


the Heart: They are given as Specimens of Chaſtity in 
Language, and Pertinency of Sentiment; and, it is 
preſumed, will be found by no Means unacceptable to 
the more learned Reader. To him whoſe Pen is already 


, Cloathed i in elegant Fluency, they may teach ſome new 
Sentiment or at leaſt afford ſolid Entertainment in a 


yacant Hour ; and, to all, they will certainly preſent 
many very valuable Ideas and Maxims, for their juſt 


Conduct upon the great Theatre of human Life. Such 
is our End and Aim: We preſent a Work partly 
Original, and in part ſelected; and thoſe Letters which 
beſt dictate to the Head and the Heart, have been Wie 
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HE Pleslure 1 took in krechütg "the Office 51 
- College Tutor to you here, left an a ne Im- 
. preſſion, upon my Mind. Your i 1 Heart and 
feet Diſpoſition engaged my Affections to you at the 
Time, and have intereſted me in every Thin Which 
has ſince befallen you. I have made Enquiry after yo 
Situation and Conduct, and have gained ns of 
every Step you have taken fince you left College. Your 
Guardian good Heaven! what a Guardian for a . ö 
tudous Youth I — finding you have not acquired as F 
of faſhionable Life, nor the Spirit of Vanity and 2 55 
n has ſent you to Lady Belmour to finiſh your 
ducation, and to give you what . is pleaſed to call the 
Feu of a fine Gentleman; Being allo informed me 
You. have not yet diſgtaced the Character you arquiri 


Y 12 oe 17305 Fart of [Your Lifeg nor quired the Path of 
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Virtue for that of Viee, I have formed a Wiſh and pre- 
ſerved ſome Hope that 1 may ſtill be of ſome Service to 

you. The Situation you are in at preſent is ſimilar to 
that of the young Hercules, balancing between Virtue 

and "Pleaſure ; but you will permit me to ſhew you the 
ſurrounding Dangers, and point, out the Path whereby 
you may eſcape them. You are caft upon the Iſland of 
Calypſo, who has ordered her Nymphs to ſpread their 
Tails, and exert all their Wiles to enſnare you; and the 
| Goddeſs herſelf has not loſt all her Powers of Attraction. 
But ſenſual Pleaſure is an.enchanted Cup, which intoxi- 


3 cates the Heart and ſtupifies the Reaſon; and while the 


Soul is in the State of Inebriation, all its nobler Faculties 
are ſuſpended, if not loſt: The Heart is inſenſibly cor- 
krupted and depraved ; and gradually loſes all its fineſt 
Perceptions, till at length it becomes wholly immerſed _ 
in Groſſneſs and Brutality. It was not for ſuch a State 
that your honeſt Heart was made; it diſdains the Bon- 
dage, nor can I believe that the Chains ſit eaſy upon you 
till I am aſſured of it from yourſelf. If my ConjeQures 
and Hopes are well founded, write to me, and either en- 
courage or forbid my future Admonitions. As to Be- 
linda, ſhe is the Prieſteſs of Venus, and the convenient 
Friend of both Sexes. She keeps a Gaming-houſe all 
the Winter in Town, and is viſited by People who, in 
the preſent Age, paſs for Perſons of Rank and Chatac- 
ter; but in the Summer ſhe carries on her Buſineſs in the 
Country, where ſhe provides Miſtreſfes for Youths 
of Quality and Fortune, and Huſbands for Girls of 
_ faſhionable Education and doubtful Virtue. Through 
her Mediation, old jointured Dowagers purchaſe young 
-Huſbands, and toothleſs Dotards young Wives; an 
| the even condeſcends to accept a Conſideration for theſe 
Services. She has methodized Pleaſure into a Syſte 
and conducts her Offices with an Air of Decorum and 
Regularity, which conceals the 8 of Vice from 
its captivated. and enſnared Votaries. But let me cau- 
tion you to guard againſt her N Arts; and if you 
have hitherto avoided them, make Haſte to eſcape the 
Snares. Should you have been betrayed into the delud- 
ing Artifices, break your Fetters at once, before Habit 
has riveted them upon you. My F. riendſhip and 1 
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ſel ſhall purſue you till you refuſe me with Scorn and 
Contempt; till I am well aſſured that you have given 
up your nobler Hopes and virtuous Proſpects ; and till 
you become the voluntary Votary of Vice and Folly, I 
will perſiſt to call myſelf 
© Your affectionate Friend and Monitor, 
ent 1 TROMAS ADAMS. 


LCLTER 0. 
From the young Gentleman, in Anſwer. 


wt. i. 


R, 0s = 3 
T Have been moſt agreeably ſurpriſed by a Letter from 
my worthy Tutor and Friend Mr. Adams, and till 
more gratified with the Contents, upon which 1 have 
often meditated with increaſed Pleaſure. ls it poſſible, 
that the Qualities he imputes to me can have given me a 
Place in his Memory ? It is his enlarged and benevolent. . 
Soul, which, in Pity to my Youth and Situation, has 
induced him to extend his Hand to my Aſſiſtance, to 
extricate me from the Snares of Vice and Folly, In 
this Manner do wiſe and good Men give Conſequence to 
thoſe they inſtruct, in order to lead them into the Paths 
of Virtue. A. Man who thinks himſelf unable to over- 
come Temptation, will fink into Inactivity and Deſpon- 
dency; and he who is encouraged to exert his Ability 
may be aſſured of Succeſs. By the generous Artifice you 
have uſed with me, of giving me Credit with myſelf, 
you have prompted me to aſpire to your Friendſhip ; but 
whatever Motive I am indebted to for it, I receive it as 
a Gift from Heaven. For ſuch a Friend I have often 
ſighed, and ſighed as I thought in vain, not even daring 
to hope that ſuch an one would be granted me; it is you, 
my generous Tutor and Friend, who have held up the 
Light of Truth before my Eyes, and ſhewing pe the 
Dangers which ſurrounded me, have given DireQtions 
how to eſcape them. With my whole Heart, therefore, 
do I embrace your Friendſhip. Continue, my dear Sir, 
your generous Cares for me; for to you alone will I be 
accountable for my __— Conduct; to you alone will 
b 2 | 
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communicate all my Steps. My Actions and Motives | 
_ ſhall ever be open to your Inſpection; and conſidering - 
| you as my ſecond Conſcience, your Admonitions ſhall 
encourage or reſtrain all my Undertakings. What Ge- 
nius gives you Intelligence of every Thing which hap- 
pens to ©! As one of your Familiars, it muſt be a good 
one; and tells the Truth when he compares this Man- 
ſion to Calypſo's Iſland, though it more reſembles the 
Ifte of Cyprus. The Nymphs and 'Swains breathe that 
Air of Softneſs and Voluptuouſneſs which is ſo contagious 
to all who encourage its Influence. The Charm has not 
yet infatuated me; how long I ſhould have continued to 
reſiſt it, is uncertain. Sometimes my Heart ſeemed 
half inclined to give Way; but the Shield of Minerva, 
which you have held over me, has diſſolyed the Enchant- 


ment, and I feel myſelf delivered. Incloſed I ſen you a 


" 


| Letter: which has lately arrived from, my exemplary 


_ Guardian, as the firſt Proof of my Ingenuouſneſs, My 
Heart riſes with Indignation, mingled with Contempt, 
whenever I am led to think of him and his Inſtructions. 1 
It was his Company and Advice which miſled my Father 4 
into Courſes which brought upon him both Shame and 
Sorrow. He. ſeverely repented upon his Death-bed . g 
Sins and Follies of a Life ſpent. unprofitably to himſdf. 
and others. I have dh Soap wondered that he did not 
alter his Will, which gave this Man the Care of my. 
Perſon and Fortune. God of his Goodneſs gave me a 
wiſe and virtuous Mother, the greateſt Bleſſing a Child 
can receive; for as her Precepts were the Guide of my 
Childhood, ſo her Remembrance will ever be ſacred to 
me. Too ſoon was ſhe taken from me, or ſhe would to 
this Hour have been my Monitor and DireQtor. But to 
ſupply her Loſs, Heaven has ſent me a Preceptor and a 
Friend in Mr. Adams; and by his Advice and Aſſiſt- 


ance, I truſt I ſhall eſcape the Labyrinth of Vice and, E 
Folly, into which this unprincipled Guardian and his x Þ 
Emillagj ne Merge me. If you can think it worth. - Bt 
our Attention, I will tell you, my dear Friend, all that wh 
as paſſed here lately; an when you ſhall be acquainted Se 
with all the Circumſtances of my prefent Situation, I ſhall gel 
then hope to receive your Advice upon it. Should you ali 


judge it neceſſary, I will immediately burſt the Bands ble 
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which detain me here, and eome to you at Cambridge; 
but I have either convinced or perſuaded myſelf, that 
though I dwell in the Land of Vice and Folly, I am 
engaged in the Service of Virtue. On this Subject I reft 
for your Deciſion. For nothing ſhall I be fo anxious, 
as for your Advice, Inſtruction, and Correction; there- 
fore write to me ſoon in any or all theſe Reſpects, as you 
ſhall think neceſſary, and I will receive them with Sub- 
miſſion and Obedience. Be aſſured that I ſhall never 
be wanting in Gratitude for the Protection and Friend- 
ſhip which you have ever ſhewn- to, | . Bo 
108-65 101499101125 Fir, | 

SH! Your very obliged Ih 
And grateful humble Servant, 

JIN OR * JaMEs WILLIAMS, 


x : 
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LETTER II. 


From 4 young Lady to her Friend, on the Scarcity of 
E at} 409-5 


A dear: Mrs. Elliot deſerves my particular Thanks 
| for her Portraits of the two charming Ladies. She 
has excited the moſt ardent Deſire in the Breaft of her 
Emilia to view the bright Originals, and to rekindle thoſe 
ſweet Affections which warmed our infant Boſoms. 
Your Wiſh that a Paſſion more powerful than Friend- 
ſhip may detain me at Home, is generous, and ſurpaſſes. 
even the Deſire, which you, who cannot be inſincere, 
expreſs for, my Company. B 
my. dear Mr that you ſuſpe& the Love of Li- 
berty to have ſuppreſſed the tenderer Affections in your 
Emilia's Heart; but I muſt not ſuffer you to think fo. 
To you I, would diſplay the inmoſt Receſſes of my 
B eaſt, and am impatient to unfold every Sentiment 
which it; contains. Every tender Emotion, every ſoft 
Senſation, which can excite to virtuous. Love, are con- 
genial to my Heart. Perhaps it is ever too tremblingly 


. - 


alive to ſuc Impreſſions, but I have never yet bee 


* 0 
* 


bleſt with the Sight of that Man to whom Reaſon could 
eos "MY Authoriſe 


— 


ut why this Wiſh? I ſee, 
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authoriſe me to direct its warmeſt Affections. I TY) | 


give up my Soul to Love, but I fear the Repentance 
which muſt follow the Admiſſion of an unſuitable Gueſt 
into my Heart, having never yet met with an Object 


entirely correſponding with my Ideas. I have hitherto 

deen happy enough, though not without ſome Efforts (for 

what feeling Heart will not ſometimes wander in Deſpite 

of Reaſon) to keep the Conqueror from cor, 5 | 
co 


Captive. While my Mind was yet unformed, 


that the firſt Starts of youthful Imagination, and the 
firſt ardent Wiſhes of Happineſs, directed my Ideas to 
Love, as to the only Source of that Felicity which warm- 

Glow of Hope. 


ed my inexperienced Boſom with the 
I have often anticipated in Thought the Pleaſures of a 
maturer Age; but Reaſon and Acquaintance with the 
World have ſhewn me how difficult this 8 is 
to find, which, 1 once thought fo attainable. I do not 
even yet deſpair of meeting in the other Sex a Mind 
fuited to my own x neither can I believe that Nature 
could deſign me for a ſolitary Bang, But it is moſt-true 
that this rare Creature and myſelf may poſſibly ſpend 
our Days apart, each fighing for the Mate our Hearts 
require; and probably, being loſt in the wide Circuit 
of the World, we may never meet. If this ſhould; be 
the Caſe, I have an amiable Pattern before my Eyes, 
who is happier and more reſpectable in a ſingle State 
than half the Wives' of my Acquaintance. Let the 
World exclaim as much as | 
ſelf fully juſtified in purſuing my own Happineſs rather 
than ſacrificing my Peace to avoid the Cenſures of the 
ill-judging, or to gratify the Vanity even of a reſpected 
Relation. I fear you will think 1 place too high a 
Value on myſelf, and that I ſeem- to think it ſcarce 
_ poſſible to find a Man: ſufficiently deſerving of me. 
This is not my Idea; it is not Mr 4 but a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of the Weakneſs of my own Heart. 8 my 
Temper may have been rendered too irritable by Indul- 
gence and the conſtant Sunſhine of Proſpetity; this 
ms to deter nie from placing, myſelf in a Situation 
Which requires fo difficult a Line of Conduct as a Mar- 
. riage in any ReſpeC unſuitable, I want not fomething 


pted 


ſuperior to the reft of Mankind, * | 


it pleaſes, I ſhall think my- 


mM une GY ED oe 


. delineate; and if you wiſh for his 
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dapted to myſelf. Indeed, my beloved Friend, poſſeſſed 
m_ of the Advantages of Youth and Fortune, I am 
far from bappy. I have had ſome. Admirers, who have 
ſſeſſed Qualities to engage my Eſteem, and to merit 
ome Return of Tenderneſs; but I have not yet ſeen 11 | 
Character I ſhould wiſh to aſſociate with for Life. 
am always fearful. leſt I ſhould be furpriſed into ſuch a 
Degree of Tenderneſs for any of theſe, which I might 
afterwards repent of. My Heart ſighs for an Object, 
which may Ell 3ts tendereſt AﬀeCtions without wounding 
its Senſibility. Such a Man we E ancy can clearly 
icture, I will give it. 
But at preſent I muſt have ſome Compaſſion to your 
Patience, and fhall only add my Aunt's Love, and an 
Aſſurance of the laſting Affection of your 
4 5 EMILIA Hox rox. 


A Sequet to the preceding. Her Portrait of a Huſband. 


My dear Mrs, Elliot, 


r Find myſelf obliged implicitly to ſubſcribe to all your 
Obſervations, though it muſt be allowed that the 


State of Dependence is more abſolute on our Side 


that of the Men. Indeed J have fo high an Idea gg 


Confidence neceſſary to be by the Wife in her 


Huſband, that I cannot think without Horror on ſub- 
mitting to the Direction of one whoſe Judgment I could 
not prefer to my own. The Laws of Society, and 
even of Nature, have placed this. Authority in that 
which ought to be the ſuperior Sex; but Men unhappily 
are too often rendered unfit for this Pre-eminence by. 
the much greater Temptations to which they are ex- 
poſed, We are ſuffered to obey the Dictates of Reli- 
gion, and animated by every Conſideration to keep 
within the Bounds of Morality; while they have too 
many Inducements to depart from both. The Fortune 
indeed which. Heaven has kindly beſtowed upon me, is 
ſufficient to give me all the Satisfactions of . Life, even 

| | ä though 


& 
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though the Man of my Choice ſhould have nothing to 
add, If I ſhould ever know a Mother's Name, I would 
not wiſh to ſee my Children great: Content to beſtow: 
on them a Competence, it ſhould be my Care to teach 
them a better Road to Happineſs than lies within tlie 
Regions of Wealth. It is my Wiſh to find a Man above 
the Temptations of. Intereſt; the Allurements of Plea. 
fure, and the Follies of Cuſtom; who would lead with 
me the Life of Reaſon, and ſhun the Paths of Folly and 
Diffipation. It is my Wiſh to find the natural Powers 
of his Mind. truly, great; not exhauſted} by vain Re- 
ſearches, or overſtrained by intenſe Application, but 
turned to every Study which can refine the Manners, or 
render Life delightful. T would wiſh him to have all the 
Learning becoming a Gentleman, and neceſſary to his 
own particular Employments. His amiable Qualities 
ſhould. be well mixed, and in equal Proportions; none 
of them ſhould preſs forward before the reſt. 8 
Obſervers may miſtake or overlook the real Merits of 
ſuch a Perſon. Some may wonder that a Man of ſuch 
warm Feelings ſhould have ſo much Prudence; for the 
Excellence' of his Underſtanding appears only to Minds 
ſomewhat ſimilar to his own. As this conſiſts of a nice 
and penetrating Judgment of human Actions; it can 
only be known, in its utmoſt Extent, to' very few, be- 
cauſe his Benevolence always inclines him to ſhew the 
faireſt Side of Things. His Heart · is replete with every 
- generous and refined Feeling; warm and ſteady in 
riendſhip, he is particularly formed to enjoy all the 
Pleaſures which can reſult from a Harmony of the Af- 
fections in every Connection of Life. His Knowledge of 
the human Heart teaches him what to expect from all, 
and how to direct his own Benevolence; ſo that his 
Temper is not likely to be ſoured by the * — 
ments ariſing from ill- founded Attachments. It will 
perhaps be thought ſtrange that a Man of an open, ar- 
derit Diſpoſition ſhould be fo well ſkilled in the various 
Doublings of the human Breaſt; but be has read Men 
and Books together, and they have ſerved as Comments 
on each other. It is a groſs Error to think that Men of 
cold inſenſible Tempers are fitteſt for the Study of Man- 
Kind ; for though Br may penetrate ſo ſar as to _ 
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/ ;pearighg amiable to the Object of his higheſt. 
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the weak Side, they will oſtener ſhew their Ignorance than 


their Knowledge, by Judging of others from the Nar=- 


towneſs of their own Hearts. How different are the 
Views of the Man ! deſcribe! who ſtudies Mankind, hoy 
only to defend himſelf, but to diffuſe Happineſs arounc 
him, and to practiſe -with more Exactneſs the E 
Rule of reciprocal Well-doing. His Inclination, Rea- 


ſon, and Knowledge; alſo conſpire to ſtrengthen his 


Reverence for Neligion. In Matters of 67 well as 
in the Wonders of the viſible Creation, all Things beyond 


* 


the Bounds of his Comprehenſion he puts to the Account 


of an all-wiſe Being, and reſts ſatisfied. Politeneſs he 
learns from his natural Delicacy, and adds to it a thorough 
Knowledge and eaſy Practice of all the Forms f 

Breeding. However ardent. his Lemper, yet his Man- 


* 


ners are gentle; his opeh Behaviour is guarded by his 


nice Judgment in Character, and he has no Reaſon, to 


repetit of it. He can aſſume a ſprightly Air Mt 


cent Triflers, as if Pleaſantry was his Forte; and is 
guarded againſt vicious Characters, neither fearing to 


cenſure.anyrflagrant Indecorums, nor making War upon 


them with, ill-timed Severities. By balaneing nicely 
between himſelf and the World, he is after .of his 
Time and the Choice of his Company, but always pre- 
ſerves a proper Attention to his particular Intereſts. He 
peculiarly feels every refined and elegant Pleaſure which 
-ariſes from Works of Genius in Literature and the fine 


Atts; though perhaps he is not critically, ſkilled in every 


Triſſe which is an Object of Taſte, The Conſciouſneſs 
of intrinſic: Worth | defends him from Envy; and the 
Conſideration that many excel him in different Branches 
of Learning, and in ſome: Powers of Genius, excludes 
Vatity from his Breaſt. The Temperance and Regu- 


larity of his Exerciſes. hoth of Mind and Body give Rea- 
ſon to hope that his Perfections may be as lafl 


t 8 8 ing as they 
are engaging. His perſonal Attractions, like thoſe of 
his Mind, are rather pleaſing than ſtriking; and though 


his peculiar Virtues are ſtrongly marked in his Coun- 
tenance, the Expreſſion is ſtill plainer on an intimate Ac- 


quaintance than at firſt Sight. But the Defire gf ap- 
5 dem, 


powerfully influences r ſmall as well as important 
4 5 8 . : 5 4 


Action; 


ch inno- 


* 
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the Choice where 


there, left ſhe imb 
bhaoneſt Lover remove far away the Sweetner of his care- 
ful Hours, and his Companion for Life. The Spirit of 


= ak © 
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Action; convinced that thoſe only who ſfudiouſiy con- 
form to the Taſte of each other, can enjoy true 2 
pineſs. This is too natural a Character to be ſuppoſed 


dut of Exiſtence; and I am apt to think ſuch an one 
was in Being, and not unknown to my dear Mother, 
though ſhe diſcovered its Excellence too late ſor her own 
Peace. It is the Knowledge of this which has deterred 


me from the Though of an early Marriage, or fixing 


Euer affeQtionate  _ -- 
5 8 | __ Emilia HorkTON, 
= ; a> 4 ; ks 4 „ i; . | 171 Ty 
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on Mun and Country Life. To a young Gentleman, 
1 Thank you, my dear Sir, for the late Proofs you 
a 


have given me of your ſincere Attention. A young 
n, engaged in the moſt intereſting Purſuit of his Life, 


' ſeldom thinks at all of diſtant Friends, eſpecially of thoſe 
advanced in Years, who ſo frequently aſſume the Office 
of Monitors. Under theſe Circumſtances, every Mark 


of Attention increaſes to 4 ten-fold Value; as ſuch I 
eſteem it, and it is the beſt Proof that my Counſels have 
been well received and as carefully remembered. But 
I hope your Reſidence in London will not continue 


much longer, as the Air of that Place is unfavourable 


to Simplicity of Manners, and to virtuous Love. The 


Venus of that City is groſs, earthly, ſenſual ; and the 


chaſte and delicate ſhould not be allowed to ſet her Foot 


the Spirit of that Soil. Let the 


Luxury and Diffipation, and the ſtill worſe Fiend who 


| (omg over the Gaming-Table, there takes up her 


ſidence. I would therefore adviſe you, and I wiſh 
you to extend that Advice to your Companion, to re- 
move from this Place the fair Partners of your ans ; 


for its Poiſon will inſenſibly operate both upon youu 


3 


— 


* 


. | eart and Judgment are Hot en 
tirely ſatisfied. I am, my dear Mrs. Elliot s 
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\ © them 
bear more plenteous Harveſts, and their Meadows are 
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them, and it is therefore neceſſary you ſhould carry 


them where they may breathe the purer Air of: Virtue 


and Simplicity. I wiſh with you to taſte the Sweets of 
the Village of T-——. I love and revere the Parſon-: 
age Houſe, both for its late and preſent Paſſeſſors; and 
through your Means I muſt be perſonally acquainted 
with the preſent Owners. When 1 think upon their 


Hiſtory, my Heart warms and glows within me; and 
all Vanity and Parade ſhrink to nothing in the Compa- 


riſon, For it is only in domeſtic Life that the utmoſt 
Happineſs can be found of which human Nature is ca- 
pable; in vain will it be ſought for any where. elſe if it 
does not occur here. Thoſe who cultivate ſocial and 


domeſtic Virtues will not fail to find enough to ſweeten 


all the Cares and Misfortunes to which this tranſitory 
State is liable. 1 cannot help tranſcribing the followi 


_ Paſſage from an Author, which is as much worthy © 


Admiration, as in other Places his Opinions are to be 
condemned. I do not adviſe you to take up your 
« Reſidence in a populous City; on the contrary, one. 


« of the firſk Examples which the Virtuous ought to ſet, _ 
to the reſt of Mankind, is to prefer a country Life. 
This patriarchal State is the moſt peaceful, and the 


« moſt agreeable of all others to an undepraved Mind. 


& A benevolent Mind can but ill gratify its Diſpoſition: - 


« in the Midſt of great Cities, where it ſcarcely finds 
any other Obj of Compaſſion than Knaves and 
« Fools. Thoſe who retire. from great Cities are uſeful 
to Society by the Circumſtances of their Retreat, be- 
« cauſe all the Vices of Society ariſe from its being too 
numerous. With what Pleaſure: do I anticipate the 
« Scenes of Benevolence that will ſurround the ſimple 
Retreat of my Conſtantius and his Czcilia! With 
hat Joy will they inſpire the indigent Peaſants around 

! 1 ſee the le already increaſe, their Fields 


covered with new Verdure. e Number of Han 
and the Plenty with which they are provided, conve 
© their Labours into Amuſement ; while, amidft their 


« Rejoicings, they ſend forth the loudeſt Acclamations 


in Praiſe of the amiable Pair, to whom they are in- 
© debted for the Cauſe of * Happineſs,” tan 


_ 


Sack 


M * 
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Such is the Situation in which I wiſh to ſee you; and 
in this gerreſtrial Paradiſe, expect to ſee me to rejoice 
with you in your Happineſs. For the ſpeedy Advance- 
ment of this deſirable Period, you have the Wiſhes, Af- 
fections, and Prayers of 5 — 
+++. {. . Your ſincere Friend and Servant. 


= M 5&5 0 WALTER Jones, * 
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lhe BET Wb RuVl - | 
Contęſted Elections ruinous to Virtue and Merit. 
W 1 8715 „ 3 1510 | 772 
AY Dear Sir, FP 2 7 


Find the Occaſion of my late Diſappointment has 
1 been repreſented to you in the fame unfavourable 
Light as to others. I ſlight not the Worſd's Opinion; 
I would wiſh to ſet a fair Example to all whom that Ex- 
ample can influence, but am ſenſible it is impoſſible to 
eſcape Miffepreſentation. Even in the limited Circle, 
where my Actions can be conſpicuous, I can only feel 
ani anxious Solicitude to juſtify myſelf to thoſe whom I 
highly eſteem. When honoured with the Name of 
Friend by one ſo truly reſpectable as the Perſon I row 
- addrefs, I cannot but be eager to prove myſelf deſerving 
of the Title. I am indeed ambitious to appear in the 
faireſt Light to you; and though I would feorn to uſe 
Au artificial Gloſs even to attain this deſirable End, yet 
I earneſtly wiſh to remove every dark Cloud which may 
obſcure my juſt Intentions, and ſhade them from your 
View. I ſhall therefore beg Permiſſion to relate every 
Circumſtance of the Affair alluded to. 
Mr. R. to whom my Grandfather has rendered ſeveral im- 
portant Services, from the Time he was informed of my 
taking Orders, promiſed me the Living in Queſtion as 
ſoon as it ſhould become vacant. I paid him à. grateful 
Reſpect for his Intentions in my Favour, which I con- 
fidered in tbe fame Light as a Benefit received; the 
Promiſe and the Performance being inſeparable in a Man 
of Integrity, unleſs a moral Defect in me ſhould diflolve - 
his Engagements. And as I wiſhed to juſtify his 875 
e | 8 8 | tiality 
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tiality by ſhewing myſelf deſerving of it, which I did not 
imagine. was to be elected by any mean Compliances 
with my Patron's Intereſt or Paſſions, ſhould he fo far 
forget himſelf as to require any; but I thought I had 
nothing to fear from Mr. R. till Time convinced me of 
the Deception. One Morning he ſent to ſpeak with me, 
and I attended the Summons. He informed me that he 
intended being a Candidate for the County where be 
reſides; and knowing that my Grandfather had great 
Intereſt there, though too far advanced in Life to 
take an active Part in ſuch a Scene, he hoped for my. + | 
Endeavours to ſerve him. As he expected a very power 
ful Oppoſition, he ſhould be obliged to me to hurrx | 
down as ſoon as poſſible, and he'wbuld ptovide me with 1 
a Sum of Money to expend in the uſual Liberalities on 
ſuch Occaſions. I heſitated not to own, that he had 
given me Pain by pointing out a Service in which I 
muſt unavoidably acquit myſelf very ill. I told him 1 
Would with Pleaſure announce his Name as a Candidate, 
but that I could by no Means approve of the Meaſures 
practiſed in all conteſted Elections; that T:'thought them 
(even where actual Bribery was avoided) a Diſgrace'to 
this Country, and a Scene particularly unſuitable for one 
: of my Profeſſion to preſide in; if in this I differed from 
his Opinion, as 1 feared was the Cafe, I hoped he would 
not be offended, but would be as candid to me as 1 
ſhould be to thoſe who thought Cuſtom a ſufficient Ex- 
euſe for the Practices in Queſtion. © But he affected a 
fmiling Air, though he looked: diſconcerted ; and aſked ' 
me, what I was: afraid of? © Sure, ſays he, it will be | 
. no great Offence to your Sanctity to be - inſtrumental lj 
( in ordering a Treat for the honeſt People in your _ Þ}® 
„ Grandfather's Neighbourhood'; and if you drink toy 2 
„ Toafts with the neighbouring Gentlemen a little 
4 more freely than your accuſtomed Sobriety would 
lead you to, do you think any Mortal will be rigid | 
enough to blame you for a few occaſional] Exceſſes to | 
« ferve a Friend who is ſo attentive to your Intereft?” - 
I anſwered that © I was truly ſenſible of my Obliga- | 
« tions, and would wiſh to deſerve his Favour, butt 
« doubtedjf I could do fo by forfeiting my own Appr6- 


| 
| 


* bation.” For though I would wiſh to avoid Singu latity, 
228 Pat f . 
| | yet 
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| 
| 
_ cc | . . . | 
I yet I cannot give up my Sentiments, when convinced 
that they are julf, becauſe they are uncommon, In- 
< temperance I conſider as a deſpicable Vice, and cannot 
& countenance in others what I ſcorn to be guilty of my- 
& ſelf. Cuſtom and the Opinions of the World might 
<« acquit me, but, I ſhould. always condemn myſelf for 
< being inftrumental in involving a whole Town in a 
<« Scene of Riot and Confuſion ; thoſe very People too, 
< whom perhaps I have a little while before warned with _ 
the moſt N Authority from the very Vices into 
c which I ſhould: then lead them. Vou may urge, per- 
+ | © haps, that this would be but a ſhort Deviation from the 
Rules of Sobriety; but is not that which is wrong in 
« itſelf to be avoided in every Degree? And how many, 
< Crimes productive of laſting Remorſe may be com- 
mitted in a few ſhort Hours of mad Intemperance? 
It was with viſible Impatience that Mr. R. heard me 
| out; when he nepſied, with a farcaſtic Smile, © Sir, 
« I have nothing farther to ſay, and ſhould be forry'to be 
« the Means of leſſening you in your own Eyes. I 
* muſt wiſh you a good Morning, for my various En- 
„ gagements will not allow me the Pleaſure of your 
„ Company any longer.” ; 8 18 
As ſoon as I withdrew, Mr. R. ſent immediately for a 
Clergy man of the ſame Neighbourhood, who happened 
to be in Town, and with whom he had a ſlight Ac- 
quaintance; he gave the ſame Commiſſions to him that 
had been offered to me. He preſently engaged in the 
| Buſineſs with great Spirit, and Mr. R. got his Election. 
The Living, which was L to me, became vacant 
about a Month after, and was beſtowed upon the active 
Rector to conſole him for a Fever which had been the 
| Conſequence of his Exertions in this glorious. Cauſe. 
All the Votaries of Intereſt have condemned me without 
Mercy; while ſome have given Mr. R. a Share of the ® 
Blame. Even.thoſe who are moſt ſevere upon Mr. R's 
Conduct have thought me too rigid; but my own Con- 
_ ſcience acquits-me, and I wiſh for the Happineſs of your 
Judgment in my Favour. Conſiſtency I have ever 
aimed at; and the pureſt Syſtem of Morality can little 
avail, if our Actions are not conformable” tq our Opi- 
nions. From early Youth I have had a moſt 1 — | 
ay | | ve 


- - the ſplendi 


Love of Vi and have read with enthuſiaſtic Ra 


thoſe Sages who paint her in the faireſt Light. "The 
A 


World around me has ſeemed to be deformed by its At- 
tentions to Intereſt or Pleaſure ; but theſe erring Meortals 
were bound to me by the ſtrongeſt Ties. Society had 
all its Claims on my Affections; and when I found-an 
vho reminded me of that wigs Image of Virtue whic 
my favourite Studies had raiſed in my Imagination, the 


Remembrance was dear to my Heart. I then wiſhed ſo 


to enlarge my Benevolence, as to preſerve myſelf free 


from the Vices and Follies which infected Society; and 


I thought it would be more eaſy to accompliſh this happy 
Purpoſe in a humble Sphere and a contracted: Circle. of 
Duties, than in the extenſive Scene of Action which 


enlarged Connexions and the higher Walks of Life would 


have engaged me. Thus content with my own confined 
Situation, che Choice of a Profeſſion was natural, the 
particular Duties of which would lead me to exereiſe 


the beſt F — of my Heart, which would permit me 


without Singularity to adhere to a ſtrict Decency of 
Manners. as Reaſon was ſtrengthened by Time, 


and enlightened by Knowledge, my Choice was fixed, - 


and I adhered firmly to my Purpoſe of taking Orders. 
I have not repented my Reſolution ;' the Profefhion I have 


choſen appears with new Dignity as my Judgment be- 


comes more mature and my Acquaintance with 
Truths increaſe. My Confidence in your Candour has 
given this unbounded Liberty to my Pen. 


I am, 88 
Pour, Ne. 


TENSE. 


LETTER vn. 
| \ Froma Gentleman Juft returned from abroad te bis Frigng. 


222 with me, py year Nelſon, your Friend 
is hap "uy returned to his nz | 

1 cenes, the Beauties of Nature, and the 
Wonders of Art, now no longer before my Eyes, ſerve 
for Topics in the domeſtic Circle at Thorp. I am re- 
turned, like moſt Engliſhmen, with an increaſed Attach- 
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is native Land. The gay, 
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ment to my Couhtry, but, I hope, with a more candid 
Allowance of the Advantages of others than every Tra- 
veller can boaſt. However, I am ſtill a warm, and per- 

haps à partial, Advocate for Engliſn Beauty. My Mo- 
ther has under her Protection two Nieces whom 1 found 
here at my Return; Which exceed, in my Eyes, all the 
poliſhed Dames of France, and all the ſedueing Beauties 

_- of Italy. I confeſs: that I feel my Heart in Danger, 

_ though it is not yet gone; but ſurely it is dreadful to fall 
into ſuch a Snare the firſt, Hour of my Return home. 

How has ee ſuſceptible Soul eſcaped the tender In- 
fection ſo long, Nelſon; That Honour and Delicacy 
which preſerve you from the Snares of wanton Beauty, 
maufſt incline you to yield to the Impreſſion of virtuous 
Love. _ AS mt bay eee geg is not yet come, 
I-ſuppoſe: I have the Satisfaction to find my Father in 
Health, in Spirits; and as indulgently fond as ever of a 
Son, whoſe Boſom glos with the moſt ardent Deſire 
of realizing his higheſt Hopes. My Mother, I think, 
looks younger than when J left her. She has with her 
l Ned, a Mrs. Lovell, the moſt agreeable Com- 
pound of good Senſe and good Humour that ever f 
Diſgrace-of Mankind) met together i an old Maid. I 
hope ſoon to have the Pleaſure of: introdueing you to 
theſe Worchies, and to the divine Girls; when my dear 
Nelſon will meet the moſt faithful of Friends in his 
r = JAMES WiLs0N: 
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0 I Auſber to the farmer. p 20 
| X 7ITH the trueſt Joy I bid my dear Wilſon wel- 

if VV come to his Country, to his domeſtic Cunnec- 

tions, and to the Boſom of Friendſhip. Thollgh 1 lors 

to greet you in Perſon, my Engagements here forbid in 

that Pleaſure at preſent; but Fhall hope to ſee you at 

Sir James Szymour*'s, who always receives my Friends 

Witf Politeneſs. Under that Character I ſhall be Happy 

to introduce you. That I have -Mitherto * 

8 | etters 
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Fetters of Love, is partly owing to good Fortune, per- | 

haps partly to bod Conduct, or poſſibly to a greater ; 
Variety of Cauſes than you would have Patience to at- 

tend to, ſhould I attempt to inveſtigate them. But 1 

have dreaded nothing ſo much as being the Slave of Paſ- 

ſion; which all are who love without the full Appro- 
bation of their Reaſon in Favour of the Object. To 

retreat prudently in the Hour of Danger has hitherto, 

ſucceeded; but the Day may come when I may be a 

willing Captive. Early Marriages indeed I have always 

diſapproved, and Fortune has united to repreſs my Hopes 
of making ſuch a Connection; hitherto I have not re- 
po at this Happineſs. being deferred, but ſince my 
Reſidence here my Wiſhes riſe to Impatience, as of ä 
ſee and converſe with a Woman who exceeds the brighteſt 

Ideas I had ever formed of female Excellence. All the 

Charms of Vouth united to the maturer Graces of an 
accompliſhed Mind; a Heart, the Reſidence of everx 

Virtue, ſoftened by the moſt exquiſite Senfibility 3 an 

Underſtanding clear and penetrating, animated by Ge- 

nius, improved by a liberal Cultivation, and adorned by 

the moſt poliſhed Manners, ,united with the moſt en- 
gaging Simplicity. I feel myſelf fo loſt in Wonder at 

er mental Perfections, that even the Beauties of a Form 

worthy of ſuch a Mind excite but an inferior Degree of 

Admiration. If farther Acquaintance ſhould confirm 

the Faithfulneſs of the Portrait, your Friend is irreco- 

verably loſt ; he muſt infallibly love, and as infallibly 

deſpair, She is nn, and far above all intereſted 

Views, but—the Diſtance between us is too great. Rank 
and Fortune are her undoubted Right, and her Friends 

will expect her to do this Juſtice to herſelf. I have nothing 

to offer but what is unavoidably liable to the Suſpicion 

of intereſted Motives. Her Wealth is a Bleſſing to all, 
and, therefore, doubly ſo to herſelf; but though ſhe is 
adored by all, no Vanity can touch her Breaſt. But m 

Pen would run Riot in her Praiſes, and therefore I — 

deſiſt with adding how ſincerely I am l 

J dis een Your 7 


FEpDpWARD NELISo W. 
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LETTER IX 


0.5 the Fe Danger of 7%, 5 too much to Appearances. From 
rot 8 


er to 4 Siſter. - 


- "Dear Siken 


'T would be one of the wha eben el Hour of my 
* if I could ſuppoſe myſelf arable of giving you 
any Grounds of Offence. 8 might not 6 
caug 0 tk the Glare 1 F alſhood i ead of Reality, 1 
have ever endeavoured 185 you all the Caution in 
my Power. Far — I be from debarring you of the 
Pleaſures that are reaſonable, but only wiſh you to 
be moderate in the Purſuit of them. If Caution of every 
Kind comes not beſt from a Brother, from whom can it 
come? He can have no Intereſt but yours. The only 
Struggle or Competition which ever ought to happen 
amongſt Children, ſhould be in their Endeavours to 
make =o, hap y the tendereſt and moſt affectionate of 
Parents. will not ſuffer. myſelf to ſuppoſe that you 
have ever ag or even felt the leaſt Reſentment; 
you will allow me on all Subjects to ſpeak the free Sen- 
timents of my Heart, convinced as you muſt always be 
of my utmoſt Vicente and Affection, and believing me 


. l 
Vour affectionate Brother, 3 

Henrietta: reet, A Ee 1 To 
1 97 by a Eg a 


at - __ 
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Hos © . Frie 
Wonder not that Mr. Williams ſhould Rand fo high 
in my Harriot's Favour. He wears the moſt flat- 
tering Appearance of genuine Merit, and we have no 
Reaſon to ſuſpe& him of Hypocriſy. He muſt certainly 
be a delightful Companion. Your Sentiments on Con- 
. coincide with my own. An inſtruChve * 
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has given us the true Reaſons of an Evil which is but too 
prevalent, *©* The greater Part of the buſy, the learned, 
and the ſerious, ſays he, are no ſooner releaſed from their 
reſpeCtive Purſuits, than they throw themſelves loaſe into 
a Liſtleſſneſs of Diſpoſition which wanders impatiently 
in Queſt of public Diverſions. Sometimes it, diffuſes 
itſelf in private through the Vacuity of idle Talk, as if 
there could be no Medium between Gravity and Folly ; 
as if People could not find Relief from Stretch of 
Application in the agreeable Unbendings of moderate 


Amuſement and rational Diſcourſe.” The Diſadvan-- 


tages to themſelves are great; but to the young and inge- 
nuous Mind, eager for Information and willing 2 


i it is the Height of Cruelty. For 2 
in deſi ee eee or runs e 
in 


verſation, it is too commonly condemned as 


pedantic, and Sentiment as tireſome. But ſurely a con- 
trary Practice would be the Means of fixing our Acquire- 
ments in our Memories, and our Sentiments in our 


Hearts. Should it be urged that were Subjects of Li- 


terature and Syſtems of Morality conſidered more cloſely 
in common Diſcourſe, it would deſtroy the Vivacity of 
fuch Intercourſe; poliſhed Manners would effectually 
prevent reh Conte a 

would diffuſe itſelf over the moſt ſerious Diſquiſitions, 


and entirely obviate the ill Effects of ſupporting poſitive 


Opinions. But à Habit of pions contrary 
to the real Principles of the Speaker. deſtroy all the 
Advantages of Converſation. Every Species of Deceit 
is in my Eyes deteſtable; it calls the Judgment as well 
as the Veracity in Queſtion, and is very different from 
that humorous and agreeable Irony which ſome Perſons 
excel in. Yet this amuſes the Hearers, and can never 

deceive. for a Moment. All Things are much as uſual 
deere, and the Affections of all Friends ſincere, as in 


quence. An Air of Gallantr7 


Times paſt, to their beloved Harriot; in which Number 
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4 friendly etter to a Lady in Town, from a Gentleman 


I 


„n 3 7053-2 190 the Country. + 
„„ 


F. AM to thank you for a Piece of Flattery ſo very de- 


I licate, that I could not avoid reading it with Pride and 


Pleaſure. Theſe elegant Compliments, where more 


is meant than meets the Ear,“ are of all others moſt in- 
ſinuating. I never expected 
plied. But do you know that I am coming to Town 


again? You,will know it very ſoon, for I thall ky bY 


you one of my firſt Viſits; ard to fave the Trouble 
Introducing the Subject, will acquaint you before- hand 
with my principal Errand. Being under the Neceſſity 


of altering ſome Diſpoſitions of my Effects, and intend- 
ing to bequeath you a ſmall Token of my ſincere Res 
gard, I would chuſe to do it in the Manner moſt agree- 


Fi le to yourſelf, Nor let your Delicacy be hurt by tl a 
2 ea of ſuch a Legacy; for you will not receive it til 


Time when the Diſintereſtedneſs of the Motive will 


apf Y But Heaven only knows how near N that Time 
may be, and therefore it behoves not me to delay my 
ntion. Adieu. l en RS long 
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that Sentence to be ſo ap- 
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cation you leave to, your Huſband's Care; and your 
Daughter has been early inſtructed in the Principles of 
Virtue and Religion. You have given her every Ac- 
compliſhment becoming her Sex and Rank, and keep. 
a moſt vigilant Eye over all her, Words and Actions. 
To Flattery insel ſhe is a Stranger; and to ſuch Flat- 
tery as tends to raiſe the Seeds of Vanity 1 hope will, 
ever remain ſo. But perhaps it would be better to ac- 
Juan hes Jo far with the Nature of Flattery and Diſ- 
imulation in others, that ſhe may not be expoſed to the 
Snares which are always [ſpread for Innocence. In Spite 
of all your Care, ſome Accident may put it in the 
Power of the: ſelt-ſufficient:Coxcomb or. the artful Li- 


bertine to poiſon her Heart with all the Rhetoric of a 


pretended Paſhon; ſuch Diſcourſes will be the more 


dangerous, becauſe they are new to her. It ſeems ne- 


ceſſary therefore to prepare her to anſwer as ſhe ought, 
and to treat ſuch Fooleries with the Contempt they de- 
ſerve. Too much Reſtraint may be as dangerous as too 
much Liberty; and if the young Emilia ſhould be a little 


more acquainted with what you ſo carefully hide from 


her, good Senſe, and the excellent Rudiments you hav: 
given her, would teach her to deſpiſe ſuch"Impertinences, 


be events me from enlarging on this Subject, which 
e reſumed at an early Opportunity, b 


and make her all which you with her to be. Nn a 
N 


# 
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AARON HILL, EI. to Mrs. MRIIETr. 
n en F292 M ee 

Madam, e „ 2 
Have received with Pain the Honour of a Letter, 


though it was yours, and am alarmed fur my Friend's 
ſudden Illneſs. Any Attack upon his Health will im- 


mediately give Alarms to thoſe who know him as they 


ought, From-his Head particularly L muſt with Pain 
ablent for the World's Sake, and from his Heart for your 


ake 3 
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Sake; there beiog, 1 dare fa W. no Atom in it, which 


your Image could eſc e a Wound in. As foon as I 


enjoy the Pleaſure of his bidding me congratulate his 
Eaſe 'and yours, I will take my Chance for finding you 


without Engagements. If I fail in my firſt Venture; it 
will guide me better in a ſecond ; for not all the 1 1 
of ſo polite a Will as Mrs. 24allztt's ſhall prevail upo 
me to aſſume ſuch undeſerved Importance, as to dream 
of previous Notices for Troubles meant you by a * 5 
who knows no Title he can make to yo n M0 dut 
12 much more due . in, 


2383 4 Se 5 1 
Ls 


Your 7 obedient Servant, - 
A. Hus 
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Thought on complimentary E due in friend Epi 2 


81 1 
HE Subſtance of your Letter ; is a 27 
Leſſon in moral Ph hiloſophy; but Ro 


omitted the Concluſion. How often muſt E that 


you owe me no Obli gation ? The Act of rendering you 


a ſmall Service. was its own Reward; and the rd | 


- Ing to improve our 8 into Friendſhi 

to pleaſe myſelf. Why then do we not correſpond u a 

equal Terms? Why In any Reſpett? why the utmoſt 
devoted? How am I to account for the 


et „ my mo | 
ſe of theſe Terms? Can the trifling and accidental 


Difference of our Rank make any Impreſſion on your 
Mind? 
to that 


1 A „n 
7 4 Pay _ 85 * 1 
* ki 4 
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ls. It i is enough to ſay that 
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offible ! Your Soul is e 1 >. 


was, your 


4 


that you accept my 
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e 


On Simplicity Style. 
Cannot expreſs the Satisfaction your Letter gave me. 
I 1 have been reading it ever ow and rejoice'to diſ- 
cover in it that elegant Simplicity of Taſte which is my 
_ 13 Though your 2 was rather te- 
ious in expanding, you now declare that it is open, and 
riendſhip. Cheriſh, cultivate that 
Friendſhip, and give me yours in Return. You may 
be aſſured that I 9 it highly, and compare it to 
a benignant Star. My Sun of 83 n the 
Shades. of Night cannot he very far diſtant ; but your 


Friendſhip, like. a Star glimmering in the Twilight, 


hall Nr chear my penſive Walk through the 

vening of Life. But I am coming to Town, there- 
fore write not till you hear from me. I hope we falt 
meet oftener than we did laſt Year. Adieu. 


— EEE 
9 


* 
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LETTER XVI. 


PER FAY 1 —_ * 
— 


4 
2 


* e 
ad - 


| On the Naceſſity of endeavouring to accompliſh a Reformas. 


2 tion of Manners 
\O: adhere to the Rules of Virtue in Times when 
Vice is the ſureſt Title to Reſpe& and Favour, is 


| truly great; but to eſpouſe publicly the depreciated Pre- 


cepts of Religion and Morality, and to dare the Tongue 
of Cenſure in ſuch a Cauſe, is Chriſtian Heroiſm. Wit 
is too often applied in Sneers and Sarcaſms upon every 
Thing which oppoſes the Rage of Libertiniſm ; but your 
ſuperior Talents may, and I hope will, be exerted agai 

the Affronts of the wicked and impious. Examples, 
however bright, are confined within the narrow Circle 
of our Acquaintance ; but public Enormities ſhould 
have public Reproof. Some who cannot be won by 
Precept or Example, have been ſhamed from their Er- 
tors by Satire; every Method ſhould be tried — 
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tthis Inundation of Corruption and Immorality. When 
Vice no longer ſkulks i Corners, or ſeeks to hide its 
odious Head, but proudly ſtalks with gigantic Stridese 
over the guilty Land, licenſed and uncontrouled;, then, 
if ever, Where Heaven has beſtowed Talents, it expects 
them to be exercſſed to ſtem the Torrent. It what ſome 
have obſerved be true, that the Nation is more infa- 
tuated than vwricked, the greateſt Hopes may be formed 
from ſuch Attempts. Many who act merely by Imita- 
| tion, may mean well though they do ill! Tbey have 
never taken any Pains to examine the Merits of a Cauſe, 
nor the Juſtice of any Principle; truſting all to their 
i” { Superiors, they ſeem entitled to our Endeavours to ſet 
| them right, and to have every Claim upon the ſerious 
and well-dipofed.» + Ilan, oo hh 
8 e 41 9 3-969 mit tien * WS, Sir, DAN AHI: 
. ; —"7t3 Courttitt n Vour very ſincere Friend. 
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On thi- Pleaſures and Advantages of a Country - Life 
5 T is now the Seaſon when the Town i 
| mor he . of the World to quit their rur 

j 

| 


* 


8 


Seats. Plays, Balls, Maſquerades, and Operas, are al- 
. <* - ready begun. The Country is almoſt as deſolate of In- 
häaaʒbitants, as the Trees are of Leaves. But I am ſtill 
here by my on Choice, though all my Acquaintance 
have left me for what they call Delights more agreeable 


to the Seaſon. Theſe, in my Opinion, cannot come in 

- Competition with the Picaſures of Retirement. I am 
K — 2 the inſincere Civilities, the vain Ceremony, © * 

| and fantaſtic Pomp which my Rankin Life obliges me 

: to partake of. I want neither Company nor Amuſe- Y 

; ments; while the wide Creation is ſpread out before me. \ 

. The Court of Heaven, with all its Glories, lays open to n 


3 my View; uninterrupted Tranquillity aſſiſts Contem- 
| ation to lift me above this dull Earth, to travel in Idea 


. through the ztherial Regions, and to N the Pri- + 
et - vilege of Immortality. Sut ] do not at all Times Wau 85 
mid = e | 0-08 
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theſe Contemplations; I am not ſo wholly abſorbed in 
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Raptures, as to forget the Duties of my. Station during 


my Stay upon Earth. 


| As a Wife and as a Mother, there 
are Duties for me to diſcharge which cannot be diſpenſed 


with; I am bound to pleaſe him to whom, by the moſt 
tender pop oma way. + wn, I am united, and I am 


engaged to form the 
given Birth, that 


they may act up tothe 


tional Beings. The Knowledge that they are 
Eternity ſhould be <onfideted as an early Object to be 
inſtilled into their Minds ; and while I amuſe them with 


the Stu 
on the 
Productions they -behold with ſo much Pleaſure. 


Su 


of natural Philoſophy, I turn their Reflections 


mazing 


preme Author of alſ the various and 


1 


"of ra- 


inds of thoſe to whom Þ have 


m for 


From 


| hence, you will — that the Performance of theſe 


Duties will not ſuffer 


rupted. 


ime to hang heavy upon my 
Hands; and as theſe Studies form my principal Amuſe- + 
ment, you will ceaſe to wonder that I am not in Haſte 
to vilit a City where they muſt too frequently be inter- 
But I am juſt now informed that we are ſhortly 
to depart from this Scene of true Content, and to repair 


to the Seat of Gaiety and Pleaſure. Adieu, for the pre- 


ſent; and 


” 
1 
, \ 


. till I _ the Satisfacti 
üs ne Fact 4 Dear Madam, 22 


* ' 17 
6 * , 
= Fa. i. as 


* 
* 
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1 


, Tech, anexpetedly deprived of her Forum. 
ia, in every Situation, is herſelf; but I. 
am greatly affected by this ſudden 
aying that Homage to 


I cannot ſee | 
in conſe- 


IX dear 'Mati 
confeſs 1 


; though far above 
Wealth which 
my beloved Girl deprived of her Fortune, 
Jacwees dependent on the Generoſity of a Relatio 
| olittle underſtands her real Happineſs, 
the moſt painful 
Situation of our 
. 


is given by a Minds. 
and, 


2 — 


on af aſſuring you per- 


+» 


who 


diſpel 


£ 


: 


S D | without celing . 
Uneaſinefs. I am ſorry to add, that the 
Friends here 194 not at all contribute to 


de tis Le 
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diſpel my gloomy Ideas. It would be uſeleſs to indulge 
in melancholy Reflections, and will therefore only allow 


myſelf to aſſure you how truly Iam _ 

> - +... +» Your ever affectionate 
. 4 25 5 | by | [54 
1 1 FE xIZA THoMas, 


—— — 2 r 1 a. A * A. 
— * * * IF » * * ©" i 48-14 
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LETTER NMX. 
| From the Lady, in Anſwer. CN 
<0 T*HE Trial, my dear Madam, is paſt, and y 
| Friends are ſafely arrived at Helſton. 1 have bid 
oF Adieu to Affluenee, and to the favourite Spot I vainly 
thought would be my. future Reſidence. I have bid 
Adieu to that Circle of Friends who fixed my Choice 
there, and induced me to employ my Fancy in improv- 
ing the Place. I could not forbear dropping an in- 
 wSluntary Tear on the Shrubs I had planted; and in 
the Bowers, ſo lately the Haunt of F 2 which 
now bloomed ſo fair to invite ſome new Poſſeſſor. My 
Heart ſuffered a deep Wound from the Gratitude and 
unfeigned Diſtreſs of my Domeſtics, when I diſcharged 
them from my Service. My Soul was pierced with the 
Cries and Lamentations of thoſe whom Providence had 
enabled me to aſſiſt, though it has now. thought fit to 
deprive me of that Power; but my generous Friends, 
whom I ſhall leave behind, have promiſed to make all 
thoſe who will ſuffer from my Removal, the peculiar 
Objects of their Bounty. Yet what were my Emotions 
when 1 beheld my Lztitia's Diſtreſs as our Separation 
approached] The parting Scenes with my other Friends 
were concluded on the Evening before my Departure; 
but this dear Girl paſſed the Night with me, which, as 
you will ſuppoſe,” was almoſt a ſleepleſs one. She ſaw 
us enter the Poſi-chaiſe early in the DONE but .not 
till her anxious Affection had many Times ſtopped us; 
and when at laſt we drove away, her ſorrowful Look 
pierced my very Soul. I ſhall endeavour to reſign. to 
ESE _ | 3 9 5 1 12 K My 


w# 


whether it was prudent to precipitate Congratulation 
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Lot: 1 muſt P with 
my Gs bel wt be t drop m en, ee 


am, as ever, 
| "M0 dear Madam, | 
- Yours ever-fincerely, - ----—— 
* SEANEL EpMuND3. | 
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LETTER XX. Wy 


From „ Gentleman to bis Friend, on fo an 
| Engagement. roots 1 aff? 


4 Had read, my ure dme Time 526; Ji one of 
the-publie Papers; an Aecount of the new Alliance - 
you are entered into; and not having been finicein Ton- 
don, to receive à Confirmation of it, I was dbubtful 


a Ground > liable to miſlead raſh Believers. « Nor d 
ſend it now as a mere faſhionable Compliment, but wit 
the Warmth of a Joy becoming a Friend Who muſt take 
Part in every Promiſe of your Happineſs. | and indeed 
1 ſhould much wrong the Confidence I Have i 
Judgment, not to conclude that in à Refoltit 
portant to your private Peace, your Motive Was ae 
and well-founded. I mult indeed conſeſs that you bay 
fired my Curioſity to ſee and hear this Lady, who, ha 
had ſo ſtrong and ſpeedy an Influence on a Heart A5 

and ſo impreſſed as yours was, by the Mem 5 | 
mer Sweetneſs. The Luſtre muſt be atniably, a 
ſparkling, and ſuch as you 'deſerve "to * gli 3 ml 


Warmth of, which had the Power to attra& itith iti f 
Flame ſo generous as your firſt; Which your Nene 5 5 


lighted to ae: with ſuch a manly and unmog ith T en- 


derneſs. May you both be bp in ſo focial : 1 Deg tee 
of Senſibility ! and may your \ t. penetratin red : 3, 


be unable to diſcern whoſe Part in the uni 


of Felicity, is greateſt or moſt delicate] and m 1 
Bleſſing be as laſtin 7. 0 accomphſhed !- F-wifth F A { 
Power to limit its Duration for you, af e 9 5 
few Days to tell you ge 73 for I 0 


28 The Complete Lerrzn-Walrrn. 


Eren Inducement to ſee London ton the Joy | 


you happy in it. I am, with great Truth, 
| + Your very affectionate F riend. 
, eee 122 
ann LETTER XXI. 


Ont irs wiſhing to liv long, and yt fra 
. Fin 3 | 


My dear Sir. 


FEY 18 we been . chat © our Underſtandings are as 
ſe to be unhinged as the Frame of our Bodies, 
The _ Jar of Surpriſe puts it out of Tune, and one 


Cannot prelen ly get it into Order again. We are not 
_ _ aware:iof Paſhons of the Mind till ſome ſudden Ac- 


0 calls forth ; but they are as, capable of ſuſ- 
ending, he culties of Reaſon, as) the Diſeaſes of the 

are of F that animal Fluid, on the due 
Culatioh of which depend our Health and Vigour. 


Wrinkles, cqpgat he denied; and it requires the utmoſt 
Exertio N ons Reaſon to. overcome the Uneaſineſs 

Approach inflicts. But this is certainly an 
dene y, a. 0 of Abſurdity in our Habit of think- 
While. We: ridicule a thouſand lefſer Follies -of 
VN ankin we paſs over that which more than all deſerves 
'Cenſure, *t ke being aſhamed or afraid of attaining what 
all the V as well as ourſelves. would wiſh to 
alive at. on we would live for ever if we could, and 
yet; be. 901 young: We would annihilate the Depre- 


: "me from fifteen to ſixty, and are even then 
ſe ede an to be thought on the Decline... I ſhould 


not be & rpriſed: ſo much, if old Age were terrible to us. 


merely as 5 is the Forerunner of Death, or as it is ge- 


nerally attended with Infirmities which render Life a 


8 Burden, But Death and Diſeaſes ſeize upon Youth oe; 


Strep gib, and no. Time, of Life is a Security. agai 
oy Neither i is it the Apprehenſion ſolely of = 
de Share of Beauty which Nature may have 
05 on us, which renders it ſo alarming; for 
ah may be 
„i0t 


Name, 


Ti we have all bu natural Averſion to grey Hairs and 


'by,a thouſand Accidents. I is the 


* 
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Name, and not the Effects, which we ſo much dread ; t 
is that Something which would lead us to prefer Defor- 
mity with Youth to Comelineſs with old Age. Can 
any Thing more ſtrongly convince a thinking Perſon of 
the Importance of human Underſtanding? I have only 
to wiſh ſincerely that you and I may grow old in Friend- 
ſhip, and that our Minds may be in perfect Uniſon, 
whatever Effect Time may have on our Perſons;” | This 
alone will ſufficiently balance againſt the Mortifications 
in the Power of the old Gentleman with the Hour Glaſs. 
95 I am, my dear Sir. 
„ 36? Yours eveerr.ĩ 
MarIDA. 


* 


4 Fe 1 - Ls 2 i —__ 


be ee 


e Reaſon of the Opinion, in Anſiber. * 
My dear Matilda, | N * 
I Do not look upon this Averſion to old Age to be ſo 
— a Weakneſs as you ſeem to think it. There is: 

another Misfortune, which you have not mentioned 
which for the moſt Part attends it; which is, being 
treated with Contempt by every one who is a few Years: 
younger than ourſelves. This is the true Motive which- 
makes People afraid of growing old, aſhamed when they 
are ſo, Every one, even the aged themſelves, have a 
Prejudice in Favour of Youth. It is this which attracts 
the Love, the Reſpect, the Services of all the World; 
whilſt Age may — alone unpitied and unregarded. 
The Folly muſt be imputed to thoſe only whoſe Beha 
viour gives them Cauſe to dread being old. Long Life 
is a Bleſſing which all defire to attain, and all endeavour 
to preſerve; but we abſurdly deſpiſe that in others which 
we take ſo much Pains to arrive at ourſelves. The only 
Way to ward off the Slights which old Age is peg 
receive, is to lay up in Youth a Stock of Knowledge for 
our own Entertainment, when no Body elſe will think it 
worth their while to entertain us. For if we make a 
good Uſe of our early Vears, we ſhall have leſs Reaſon 
to regret that we are left alone. But Age may be ren 


N 
— 
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dered agreeable to others, only by preſerving a Medium 
between the Grave and the Gay, without endeavouring 
to conceal our Age, and by rebuking the Faults we ſee in 
others rather by e than Precept. It has been 
indeed remarked of Age, that it magnifies the Errors, 
and renders the Virtues of the Perſon leſs confpicuous ; 
but it is our Buſineſs. to correct the one and improve. 
the other, before we arriye at that Stage of Life in which 
.nothing will be excuſed which p ds from Levity and 
Want of Judgment. And as every Year, by furniſhing 


new Matter of Obſervation, ſhould add to our Know- 


tedge ; Age muſt indeed appear deſpicable, if Experience 
has not improved the Talents we received from Nature. 
Hy} 555 we ſhall meet with no Severity from thoſe whoſe 
Treatment is worth our Notice, how old ſoever we grow, 
* and how much impaired ſoever in our outward Form; if 
[we have taken due Care to beautify and enrich our 
| Minds. Inſtead of counting how our Years run on, we 
ſhould endeavour to profit by the Miſtakes of others, and 2 
examine how our Knowledge increaſes z we ſhould trace 
the . Progreſs made in rooting out our n 7 allies 
and: planting the beneficial Seeds of Piety and Morality 
in our Hearts. To ſucceed in this Attempt, I am con- 
Fen will afford us an inward Satisfaction, infinitely, 
uperior.to all we could receive from our Toilette, or the 
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Flatteries of the World, while in the Bloom of Youth. 
. | 1 1 Am = : 
12800 My dear Matilda's r 
14 T: | N Affectionate F riend, 
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From Aaron Hitt, EI. to Governor GAA. 


Had laſt Night the Misfortune of loſing you ſo ſud- 

1 denly, that I was deprived even of an Opportunity 
to thank you for the Pleaſure of a Day you had ſo kindly 
contributed to — delightful. Much leſs could. 
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I recolle& any particular Reaſon why, inſtead of waiting 
on you to Day to that double Elegance of Taſte, which 
a Dinner at your Houſe is ſure to entertain with, I can 
only have the Honour to beg Admiſſion for an Hour or 
two in the Afternoon about Tea-time. In the mean 
Time, as no Part of the Day can be better employed 
than in promoting A Health or your Happineſs, I 
have incloſed a Direction for making that Spirit which I 
recommended to your Uſe; and if its Effects were to be 
meaſured by the Extent of my good Wiſhes, it would 
have Virtues as uncommon as the fine Qualities which 
diſtinguiſh your Family. Iam, TR i 
| 4 ' N 4 a * : 5 Sir, ; £435 t - ; 92 ? 
HS 8 . 1 A. HII X. 
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On expreſſing' our Gratitude to the Supreme Being, and 
N the good Effects of religious Exa IS +> 
Dear Madam, e a gs ah 
J Shall take no Notice of the ridiculous Light in which 
you place my Manner of Life. Your repreſenting 
me as a Recluſe, and the Companion of the young Druid, 
with your Invocation to the rural Gods and Goddeſſes 
on their receiving me into theſe ſequeſtered ever-verdant 
Shades, have ſuch a Mixture of Pleaſantry and Humour, 
that I could not help laughing very heartily. I mention 
this the rather on Account of that ſolemn Sanctity which 
you lay to my Charge; but your Ridicule has a Levity, 
in my Opinion, bordering a little upon the profane. 
But you are blinded by the Tyrant Cuſtom, which makes 
us aſhamed of our Duty. We are aſhamed of uttering 
ſolemn important Truths, though of the greateſt Mo- 
ment; for however we may talk of the ſocial Duties, it 
is with Reluctance we Os thoſe to our Maker. 
1 4 — 
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That kind Sovereign of the World, who has endued us 
with Health, and enriched us with Affluence, ſhall not he 
be adored by us for fuch diſtinguiſhed Goodneſs'? Shall 
we not, with united Hearts, at once expreſs the full Sen- 
timents of our Souls, and keep alive che pious Ardou 
which longs for Utterance? Prayer is one of the firf 
Duties of natural Religion, the elder” Siſter of Chriſti. 
anity, and naturally ariſes from our Obligations to the 
Univerſa} Parent of Mankind, the moſt amiable and be- 
nevolent Being in the Univerſe; it is a Duty enjoined 
by Chriſtianity, and enforced by the Example of dur 
great Lawgiver himſelf. The Exerciſe of this Duty 
changes the Diſpoſitions of our Minds, and renders that 
fit for God to grant, and us to receive, which before was 
not ſo. It exalts and refines the Mind, by leading it to 
cContemplate the moſt ſublime and important Truths. It 
calls away the Heart from the Purſuit of Folly and Mad- 
neſs. It checks the Growth of Pride, Self-ſufficiency, 
and Malice; and awakes the tender Sentiments of Hu- 
manity, Gratitude to our Maker, and Affection to our | 
Friends. We. ſeldom omit going to Church twice every 
Sunday; not ſo much to gain any new Acquiſition of | 
Knowledge, as to keep alive a Senſe of our Duty, and | 
at the ſame Time to ſet an Example to the reſt of the 
Pariſh, a Matter of the utmoſt Importance in its In- 
fluence upon the inferior People, If this Letter does not : 
give you the Vapours, I may entertain'a Hope tat you f 
wilt in Time be good for ſomething elſe beſides giving 
Felicity to one Man, Pleaſure to a few Friends, an q 
Happineſs to a Number of Dependents; you may then 0 
become ridiculous enough to exerciſe the Wit and to 
exhauſt the Spirits of your gay Companions, but you 
Will never have the Honour like me of finding a Friend 
who will, with ſuch ſparkling” Wit and fine Addreſs, 
endeavour to laugh you out of your Religion. I have 
the Honour to be, * ; | RET 0 . , * 
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Your very humble Servant. 1 
* the 
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An umvelcome Viſitor deſcribed. .,__ 
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I Write this Afternoon at your Requeſt, though I am 
I in a very unſuitable Diſpoſition; The Perſecution of 
a Viſit of four Hours long from Mr. Thomas, has made 
me extremely peeviſh, tired, and fatigued. Perhaps you. 
may have heard of him. I had received your Letter, and 
was ſitting down to anſwer it the very Moment that he; 
came in. I was under the Neceſſity of aſking him to- \ 
dine—but ſuch a Dinner! With what e r * 
did he weary my Spirits? This Coxcomb is not one of: 
that briſk lively Species, who, engroſs all the Conver- 
ſation, for ſuch I can well enough bear; but a grave, 
ſolemn one, who. pauſes and takes Snuff, and aſks im- 
pertinent Queſtions, and divides and ſubdivides the re. 
diculous Nothingneſs of his Diſcourſe, till he forgets the 
Beginning of his Story, and then wonders. you cannot 
remember it. He then pauſes again, heſitates, recollects, 
and enters anew upon the impertaut Narrative of ſome 
Family Connexion in the laſt Century, or the true and 
ſurpriſing Hiſtory. of his own Travels through London 
nd Weſtminſter. Vou will imagine that he is but — | 
one, Becauſe my Fretfulneſs has not yet ſubſided; - But 
had Cauſe to be angry, for he baniſhed from my Mind 
a Train of very agreeable Ideas, which are now. irrecoh -- 
verably loſt. im, e e i ein er at 
* 14 ien en: oe ir, as ever, WI 4 oof 
wu Binh, gen 


o 
IEE en 


* 


ES . 85 


* 5 © * 
„ 27 


PP 
LETTER XXYE T7, Ani; 
ih tes el nin! oo tape Ba BYY en 
To a Friend, announcing an jntended Vi. 
OL SIR, a ren won eig enn 0 
W i 1 ' | 0 vir HH 2 1 
nt. 


w * 3 
* : + * 
—— p * wed 


* 


eee 4 I 

„ Ntendi ng myſelf the Honour of ſeeing you ver ſoon. 
. I decline any particular Anſwer to your laſf ; and, 
5 the many generous Proofs I have received df your * 
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Friendſhip induce me to requeſt your Advice on a 
Subject of ſome Importance. It wie my With to have 
decided for myſelf, but I have not Strength of Mind 


your Judgment be contrary to my own Wiſhes, I will 
neither appeal from it, nor will I be partial in the Evi- 
dence. Vouchſafe to hear and this Cauſe, if 


pol, to-morrow, for which Purpoſe 1 ſhall wait on 


e read in 3 Volumes of Romance, that a 


1 25 certain fortunate Knight had an infallible Guide or Di- 


rector in a myſtical Pyramid of Adamant, on the Sides 
ef which there appeared every Morning, 4 by 
an inviſible Agent, the Actions he was Day to 
form. While I conſult you thus —.—— and . 
the Benefit of your Advice, your Friendſhip is to me 
that Pyramid, that Guide, that ſteady wg infallible 
Director. * : n, org” 
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LETTER xxVII. 
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wonder that have th Rs. confeſs 

_ am ftill alive. But — aſhamed I am of my Neg- 
ligence, I have neither the Complaiſance nor the Re- 

ſolution to leave the World out of a Punctilio of good 

Breeding ; for I am in perfect Health, and fo happy in. 

my pr nt Situation, that I can, = the leaf Pain, 

think of deferring for many Years à Viſit to the heaven 

Regions. You tell me I have loſt in the Wife the Af- 

.  fetion I owe to the Friend; I will not take the Trouble 
to juſtify myſelf from this heavy Charge, though I would 
| 8 you mpute my Ne ligenc e to the different Turn 

my Affairs, to my Indol 


& *. 


ſufficient to determine between two Alternatives. Should 


t Noon; and if you ſhall either be abroad or 
engago "hall expect to hear when it will be more ſuit- 


9785 e 5 


5 Ars ln n Silence vo may juftly 


olence, * idity, or any 
Thing! rather than to a Want of that A ion which Ip 


en feel for you. Fatigued with thels eee 
7 ts. 
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removed hither: about two Months a 
| Framed, Mr. and Mrs. Edmunds, by living near us, 


is more, that 1 have the gren 
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Viſits in Conſequence of our Marriage, ' which could no 
otherwiſe. be-prevented than by wage cfg anew 5 we 


my Our 


afford all the Satisfaction of the moſt intimate Friendſhip 
and we are entire Strangers to all Ceremony. You will 
expect from me a Deſcription of the Place. The Houſe 
is neat, but remarkably plain; but the Situation is charm- 
ing, being ſurrounded with Woods and Groves. In the 
Front is a tall and ſtately Wood, compoſed of Oaks 


which are 'venerable from Age, with no other Opening 


but a large Area and a Viſta directed to the Center of the 
N Behind is a Garden of conſiderable Extent, 
and in the midft of it a Summer-Houſe upon an Emi- 
nence, which with Fiſh Ponds, evergreen mere and 
other Ornaments of Nature and Art, render it delightful. 
In the Summer Seaſon, I am convinced, they will ap- 
pear enchanting. Such is the peaceful Retirement we 
enjoy; ſuch the Tranquillity we poſſeſs. We have the 
Satisfaction of paſſing our Time in the proper Employ- 
ment of reaſonable and immortal Beings; no wayward 
Humours to interrupt our Peace, no little Jars to fret the 
tender Cord of ſweet Content and mutual Complacency. 
Religion too affords 'a Source inexhauſtible of rational 
and ſublime. Delight. We addreſs the ſupreme and ſo- 
3 Good as our Father, our Friend, our Benefactor; 
we admire the Wiſdom, the wondrous Skill of the divine 
Architect in all his Works; we adore his Goodneſs, and 
0 forth our Gratitude in humble Praiſe. And what 
Tranſport can equal that of Gratitude? Nor do we 
want ſor Amuſements: The Summer-Houſe, which is 
furniſhed with the moſt valuable Ornament, à ſine Col 
lection of Books, affords the moſt rational Entertain- 
ment, and much of my Time is employed in the Ma- 
nagement of my Family, or in working at my Needle. 
You ſee that I am become a domeſtic Animal, and what 
ä teſt Reaſon to be pleaſed 
with my Amuſements; for they preſerve Peace and 
Order in the 3 and give a potter Reliſh'to what 
are called fuperior Pleaſures. © It is ſo long ſince I have 
felt thoſe modiſh Diſorders,” the Vapours, that I ſcarcely 
Milk Maid, happy 
a in 
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in ber humble Obſcurity, which ſings or laughs from 
Morning till Evening, "Opn be lets troubled with the 


My dear Madam, -... +, , 44 © 
T5  » _- Yours moſt affectionately. 
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On the Conſequences of a baſe and cruel Diſdaftion: « The. 
 hard-hearted ſeldom commiſerated under 1; fortunes. 
FTF! hg ri... 


1 7 5 have proved yourſelf fo totally a Stranger to the 
I éſoſter Emotions of Humanity, that having pitied none, 
| pou might reaſonably-expect to be by all unpitied. - Per- 
haps you will ſcarce believe me when I fay that I am 
. ſorry for your unhappy Accident, yet nothing can. be 
more certain than that I am truly ſo. Your worthleſs 
Life has indeed been of little Conſequence, unleſs for the 
Work of Miſchief; and that Power who feeds the Ra- 
vens will doubtleſs take Care of the Family on may 
leave behind, if they do not follow your bad Example; 
But I am concerned for your immortal Part, leſt the Of- 
fences you have committed in this World ſhould render 
you; miſerable in the next; and I now employ: my Pen 
to admoniſh and to Tonjure you to devote the Time which 
may yet be permitted to ybu, in examining your Heart 
impartially, and in juſt Reflections how little thoſe; baſe 
. 
gloried in, will qualify you: for that Society of Beings 
who exerciſe. themſelves in Acts of Piety and. Mercy. 
It is a Fiend-lite Diſpoſition to be pleaſed with the Ca- 
lamities of others, but you have endeavouted to add to 
tnem; yet I hohe, before you launch into Eternity, | 
will be perfectly convinced. that it requires proper Re- 
ſtitution and a more than eon Peuitence to atone 
for the Evils you have occaſioned... There is ſomethin 
Pin Four Fate, that it ſeems 8 
inflicted | by the Mercy of Heaven, to awake your 
long ſleeping Conſcience. If you view che Ge 
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Win 7 ace and. obtain Pardon, is che lincere 


to triumph over Reafon. If you have not a ke a 
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SY hues if any 3 but otherwiſe, that we ſhould think 
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your pre ent Affliction, and confider that Providence 
puniſhes you by thoſe very Inſtruments with which you 
intended to oppreſs others; if you remember your bar- 
barous Aſſiduity in hiring a mercenary Rabble to inſult 
the Diſtreſſes of Perſons every Way your Superiors; if 
you reflect how very poſſible it is that the Mob by whom 
you are reduced to this Condition, might be partly com- 
ſed of thoſe, individual Wretches employed: by your 
Infernal Zeal for. the baſe Pur urpoſe juſt mentioned 3—if 
ou think of any or all theſe Things, you cannot fail of 
3 with that Remorſe 984 true Contrition, 
which alone can give you any Claim to Compaſſion 
here, or to Pardon eder. Though an Enemy to 
your Vices, I am not, ſo. to your Perſon; and that you 


2 12 Sir, > 
"gb 10 * 31 *% 462 Fe very ſi fincer Friend, 
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57 45 3 XXIX. 
On the Caprice Firtang, and the Duty at 
to a 7 who ped met with etc fs ind, 7 

ments in wer er 
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YOU tan avs: be Friend more ly FOE rb for 3 22 | 

repeated, Diſappointments than m mc but 8 
much conce ned. 18 find with how little-Temper IP 


cen 1 em. N the Opp ppartunity laſt Night of 


at ntiments, and | therefore now 
Sec OE ing my of Friendſhip to endeayour . to 


ou back to your for r ſelf; for it is e that 
hiloſophy you profeſs, to ſuffer th that unavailin Paſk 


Stock of Refignation to the Divine Will, to look upon 
all Aflictions : as permitted or directed by Providence, at 
leaſt conſider them as unavoidable, and that Impatience 
and Repining always render them worſe, never better. 
Pradence demands we ſhould. attempt a Remedy for 


o 


* 
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as little of it as poſſible, for croſs Accidents” are com- 
mon to all Men; and to murmur at our Fate only ſerves 

to render them more grievous. I know you have vor 

had the beft Succeſs in your moſt laudable Attempts ; - 


juſtice of Mankind; but conſider we live not in an Age 
where either Virtue or good Senſe” has any Plea for Fa- 
your and Protection. Were you to purſue contrary 
Methods, you would doubtleſs'have more Succeſs ; but 
as I dare_anſwer you never will do it, fo it ſhould be 


the World, you have not deſerved it. Your Heart bears 
Witneſs that the Proſpe& of private Advantage could 
not tempt you to join with your principal Oppreſſor in 


Mankind only know you have been unhappy in your 

| Purſuits, but are entirely ignorant of the Cauſe; they 
know not that you are ſo, erte, becauſe 8 have too 
much Honeſty to join in any villainous Scheme. The 
miſguided Multitude go with the Current which Way 
ſoever it carries them. This is a Folly to be pitied, ra- 
ther than to excite your Anger, and you muſt be ſatisfied 


refuſe it; and endeavour to render ineffectual all the 
Means you can uſe to render your Virtues or your Abi- 
lities conſpicuous. You ſeem indeed to regret your 
Waſte of Time principally, and the, Trjunpys of your 
Enemies'on your ill Succeſs ; but theſe are only the Con- 
' ſequences of your Diſappointments, and a Moment's 
Reflection will tell you, that Jo" ought; rather to make 
the beft Uſe you can of future Time than'regret-the paſt. 
Your Enemies may rejoice in thoſe Misfortunes WE | 
were unavoidable, but they will have more Cauſe to, d 
fo when they find you. bring others on yourſelf by giving 


dom of theſe Remonſtrances, as they flow from a Heart 
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full with good Wiſhes for your Welfare. *_ A 
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know too you have much wherewith to accuſe the in- 


your Comfort that though you have been ill treated by 


his Schemes of oppreſſing others. The Generality of 


with living an inactive Life. Thoſe you wiſh to ſerve 


Way to fruitleſs Diſcontent. You will pardon the Free- 


* 
n GaAs ee. Ä co ww i... ai. vc Doa e ee 


= ? 


* 
aa e 


1 


The Coniplete/Lirrah-Warren, 39 
e e HEE ICE RE 


To a married Lady abroad, from a Gentleman recommend- 
-\r 36-45% Mao; LA 1 wn 1 
OU will receive this from the Hands of that Son I 
have before had the Honour of recommending to 
your Eſteem. I have accompanied him myſelf as far 
as Paris, where being perfectly ſatisfied with his Beha- 
viour, and convinced that generous Minds are beſt won 
to Virtue by implicit Confidence, I have diſmiſſed the 
Tutor I propoſed to have ſent with-him to Italy, ſhall 
return to England myſelf, and depend for his. Conduct 
on his own Diſcretion, his Deſire of obliging me, and 
that. Nobleneſs of Sentiment which will make him feel 
the Value of my Friendſhip for him in its utmoſt Extent. 
I have given him Letters to the moſt worthy Perſons in 
every Court I wiſh him to viſit ; but myghief copy near! 
nt 


ence for the Advantages of this Tour are on the 


Jour Friendſhip,” I doubt not of his receiving that laſt 


ro 4a WF 4 * a 


beſtow. 

Hands I expect to receive him a Gentleman, a Man of 
Honour and Politeneſs, with the utmoſt Dignity of Sen- 
timent and Character; and theſe adorned by that wy 
Elegance, refined Simplicity of Manner, and 

Graces of Deportment ſo difficult to deſeribe, but which 
every one. muſt acquire who converſes much with you. 
The Power of Beauty, which is irreſiſtible, makes it of 
the utmoſt Conſequence what Part of the Female World. 
be converſes with, He has been babituated from Child- 
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hood to the moſt lovely and polite amongſt the beſt Part 


of the Sex, to ou» him an Abhorrence to the Indelicacy 


of the worſt. I have endeavoured to impreſs on his Mind 
the moſt lively Ideas of the, native Beauty of Virtue ; 
and to.cultivate that Elegance of moral Taſte and quick 
Senſibility, which is a nearer APD to Rectitude than the 
dull Road of inanimate Precept. ith the ſame anxious 
Cares I ſend him to perfect his Education, not in Schools 
or 8 but in the Converſation of the moſt charm- 
ing among Women. An ardent Deſire of — 
and becoming worthy your Eſteem, inſepara 2 
the Happineſs of knowing you, will be the — 8 Spur 
to his Attainments; and 1 ſhall ſee him return all the 


fond Heart of a Parent can with from his Ambition: of 


being honoured with your Friendſhip. 


To you, Madam, I ſhall make no Beer of my Wiſh 


| that he may come back to England unconnected. 1 have 


a View for him beyond his moſt ſanguine 1 to 


which indeed I entreat he m_y be a Stranger; 
Charms of . mn cannot fail of attracting a Beat 


which has repoſſeſſion, from nie 1 rde _y 
M$ poſſible, to guard him. | | 
Ilam, Madam, e e 
Wich the moſt Far LY 
Your ever ier Servant, 


PPP T. FRANKS. 
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5 "LETTER XXII. 


To's , Find. 325 | Contentment art 275 ing frm rural 
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122 indeed, _— * Charles, the e pp of 
human Beings ; happy in the paternal Rexard of the 
| beſt of Parents, the ſincere Eſteem of my worthy Rela- 
tions, Lord and Lady Berkley, and the Friendſhip, the 
tender Friendſhip of their lovely Daughter, the amiable 
Lady Barbara. An Increaſe of Fortune which you are. 
G to wiſh me might 5 add ſomething 
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to my Felicity, but is far from being neceſlary to it; 
nor did it ever excite in my Boſom an anxious Wiſh, My 
Father inſtructed me to be fatished with IP own mo- 


derate Situation, and that. Independence was all a gene- 


rous Mind required; that V iftue, adorned b 70 the lideral 
Education his unſ thro Bounty had laviſhed on me, 
would command thro 6 op 

from the worthy, of every Rank which the moſt exorbi- 
tant Wealth alone could never procure its Poſſeſſors. 
Other Parents hoard up Riches for their Children ; mine; 
with a mo noble IEEE enlightened Solicitude, en- 


pended. hi 3n N my Mind with generous Senti- | 


ments an eee to which his. unbounded 
Goodneſs; prog every, ou Accompliſhment that 
could give Grace to, Virtue, and ſet her Charms in the 
faireſt: Light. I will not murmur becauſe I was not 
born in Affluence ; nor would I be the Son of any other 
than this moſt excellent of Men. to inherit all the Stores 
which 3 ang Azpbito 1 h for. I am prouder of 


ather, to whoſe diſcerning Wiſdom and generous ex- 


am 5 ed, than | ſhould be 6 


1 — was to ſucceed, in all the Titles and Poſſeſ- 


ons which, Fortune can beſtow, From him I receive 
and learn properly to value the moſt real of all Treaſur 
Independence and Content.—What a divine Morning 
how lovely is the Face of Nature! The blue. Serene of 
Italy with the lively Verdure of England. But behold a 
more charming ject than Nature herſelf !. the [weet, 
the young, the blooming Lady Barbara, who is this In- 
dau ping into her Chaiſe with —.— Harriot Cham- 


Window and — 4 ich I 3 underſtand, TI 
will order my. Horſes directly to — her, and N 
the Honour PV ſhe permits. Adieu. 


LVours fncerely, 


LE T 


Life that; heart-felt Eftpens | 


bers. How unſpeakably lovely! ſhe looks up to the 


J: ELLIOTs ve 


” 
* 
. 
r ON OED AI OY VaLà , — 1 
—— 
- — — 
— — 
- — 


TD TS co 


„ The Complete Lerren-Warren. 
CL "LETTER XxXX0;' 
From a young Gentleman at School in England to his Fa- 


ther in the Iſland of Jerſey. 


Am happy to inform you that my Situation is in every 

ae agreeable to my moſt ſanguine Expectations. 
My Maſter and Miſtreſs are particularly kind to me, and 
I have the Rn Reaſon to hope for every Improve- 
ment in my Education which the warmeſt Wiſhes of my 
Friends may lead them to conceive, The Gentleman 
who aſſiſts my Maſter is very well acquainted with the 


Mathematics, and I hope for your kind Permiſſion to 


receive ſome Leſſons from him in 8 with the 
Nature of Maps and the Uſe of the Globes. I have 
been much pleaſed with the Explanations he has given 
to ſome of the e Gentlemen on theſe Subjects, when 
L have had an Opportunity of attending to them; it will 


be but a ſmall additional Expence, and I have a great 


Deſire to be more fully inſt in a Branch of Educa- 
tion of ſuch an agreeable and uſeful Tendency. I am 
now learning Vulgar Fractions, and ſhall ſoon advance 
to Decimals and the Extraction of Roots; he teaches 
_ theſe from his own Papers, prepared for the Preſs, in 3 
very improved Method, which incorporates and unites 
the Theory with the Practice in a plain, eaſy, and fa- 
miliar Way. Several young Gentlemen are here from 
the Ifland, who are all equally happy with myſelf in fo 
- agreeable and healthy a Situation. I beg you will pre- 
ſent my Duty to my Mother, with my Uncles and 
Aunts, Love to my Siſter, and Reſpects to all Friends. 


_ Pleaſe to accept of this Inſtance of a- proper Senſe of 


Duty to yourſelf, from, Honoured Sir, 
TDaͤour very dutiful and 
Affectionate Son, 
Tromas LE FE VRR. 
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LETTER XXXII. 

De Father's Anfwer, 
Dear Thomas, en i 
OUR Letter to me of the 17th laſt gave all our 
Friends a very ſenſible Pleaſure. The Deſire you 
expreſs to be acquainted with the Principles of Geo- 


graphy I moſt readily encourage; and the Account you 
ive of your Progreſs in Figures induces me to that 


Compliance, as it gives me. Reaſon to hope you will 


make a proper Advantage of your Oppartunities. Your 
Maſter will furniſh you with fuch Books as you may 


want, and particularly thoſe which are or may be pub- 


liſhed by the Gentleman who afliſts him. e were 
alſo much pleaſed with your Improvement in Writing, 
which I hope you will not neglect in your Anxiety to be- 
come acquainted with other Parts of Education. Poor 
Mrs. Benſon, our Neighbour, died about three Weeks 
ago, Your Mother and all your Friends join with me 
in Love to you, who am, h | 


Your affectionate Father, 
WILLIAM LE FEVRE. + 
Ferſey, Oct. 10, 1783. IX PE ES 


— —— 


: 
"_ — — 


LETTER ( EE 

From @ young Gentleman at School in the Country to his 
| 4 Uncle in Totun. ; 
Honoured Sir, 8 Frog 


Have embraced this Opportunity of writing to inform 
you that I am in good Health, as I hope this will 
find you, with my Aunt and all Friends. Having waited 
for ſome Time in Hopes of being able to ſend you ſome 
Intelligence worth your Acceptance, I thought you 
would conclude me deficient in Duty and * we if T 
deferred longer to write, though. the ſame Cauſe would. 
{till have prevented me. I beg yours and my Aunt's 
kind Acceptance of this Teſtimony of my Duty. . Pleaſe 

| | to 


. | | 1 
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to preſent the ſame to my Father and Mother, and Love 
to Siſters and Brother. With my Love to my Couſins, 
and my beſt Reſpects to all Friends, I e with 
wiſhing you every Bleſſing which the New Year can 
produce, Honoured Sir, | * 1 
ns The) Pour ever dutiful Nephew, _ 
January 7, 1784. WILLIAM JAMES, 


8 * a 


m 
——— _ —— — — — 2 —— 


* 


LE IT TER XXXV. 


A Letter of Gratitude from Mr. Hughes to Earl Cowper. 


My Lord, 5 | 

Have great Reaſon to think it will be a Satisfaction to 

your Lordſhip to have ſome Account of the Progreſs 
of my Health fince your going to Town. I thank God, 
my Fever is quite off (I hope paſt Danger of a Return), 
and I am as much better for the Time as can poſſibly be 
expected. I have recovered a tolerable Appetite, and 
feel an Acceſſion of Strength every Day. As I cannot 
but have the utmoſt Regard to all your Lordſhip's Com- 
mands, which are ſo kindly intended for my Good, I have 
not changed my Lodging, but am going on here in a re- 
gular Courſe of few Medicines and moderate Exerciſe ; 
and have our Encouragement to hope I fhall ſoon ſa- 
tisfy my Doctor that this Air is not leſs reſtorative than 
the Downs of Surrey. But now that I have Time to 
look back on my paſt Suffering, I am very much con- 
cerned and aſhamed at the Trouble I gave your Lord- 
ſhip ; but when J recollect the Experience I had on that 
Occaſion of your- exceeding Humanity, and the inex- 
preflible Relief it was to me under extreme Pain and 
Apprehenſions of the worſt Conſequences, my Heart is 
melted, and it is not in the Power of Words to ſhew the 
Senſe I have of it. I can truly ſay, that after a 1 
Courſe of ill Health and Misfortune, which had aJmo 
made me indifferent to every Thing, it was your Lord- 
_ very kind Notice of me which firſt made Life more 
deſirable ; and I ſhall think it one of the greateſt Plea- 


ſures of it while it laſts to employ it in all the — 
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of Duty and Thankfulneſs which are within my 2 
Ability. I beg that (with my humble Duty) my Lady 
Cowper may know how troubleſome a Gueſt I have 
been, and that, though it happened in her Ladyſhip's 
Abſence, I have not wanted any Thing Hom fm or 
convenient, I have begun to call in Muſic in Aid of 
my Cure, and ſometimes have tried the Harpſichord 
but it will make no Harmony in the Abſence of that | 
| Hand it has been uſed fo abſolutely to obey. I wiſh 

, your Lordſhip much Proſperity in your new Habitation, 

and am, with very many Obligations, 7 


My Lord, &c. 
. JohN Hucuzs, 


LE 1 


| 
1 


G 


. LETTER XXXVI. 


, Letter of Thanks from a young Gentleman to a Cler- 
; gyman who had been his private Tutor, 


d Honoured Sir, 


t YE kind and parental Letter has reached me al- 
moſt at the very Moment of ſetting off to Mr. Ha- 


e milton's, where we are going to paſs two or three Weeks; 
- I have not Lime therefore at preſent to read it as I ought 
3 to do, though it would be impoſſible for me to caſt my 
L- Eyes over it more haſtily than I have done, without per- 
n ceiving that it abounds with the fatherly Kindneſs which 


has mingled itſelf in every Act of yours to me. For this, 
and for every T hing, I feel myſelf grateful beyond Ex- 
preflion, and ſhall continue to be ſo while you can re- 
ceive my Gratitude, and while I can pay the Tribute 

of it. I have ſnatched a few Moments in the Hurry of 

id our Departure to expreſs this ſhort Acknowledgment of 
your Goodneſs ; and to aſſure you that the firſt Oppor- 
Ie tunity which is to be found, which I ſhall anxiouſly wiſh 

(1 for, you will hear again and at large from your moſt 
obliged and dutiful | | 


James FREEMAN. 


of Ve 1 


> 
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LETTER XXXVII, 


Of the Bleſſings of Benevolence. From a young Gentleman 
to a Lady who had requeſted a Favour for a Perſon in 


. Diſtreſs. 


HE Commands, my dear Madam, I had the Honour 
of receiving from you laſt N are already 
obeyed. By a ſtrange Combination Circumſtances, 
which I believe were never related to you, your humble 
Servant is a Governor of the Hoſpital here. The poor 
Woman who is ſo happy as to have your Recommenda. 
tion is by this Time carefully depoſited there; her Hu. 
band alſo is at Eaſe, and has every Reaſon to be con- 
tented, I related their extraordinary Hiſtory this Morn. 
| ing, and my Aunt has deſired to have the Credit of pro- 
t 


ting them; and as moy cannot be in better Hands, 


your humane Wiſhes for them will be more than ſatis- 
ed. I do not know how it is, but I never leave your 
Houſe without ſome tender Sentiment, ſome Maxim of 
| Wiſdom, or ſome valuable Acquiſition which I had not 
before. I am a very conſiderable Gainer in the little 
Traffic of good Offices between us, and I feel myſelf 
more obliged to you than I can expreſs for this' Day's 
Employment. It is Matter of the greateſt Aſtoniſhment 
to me that the Rich and Powerful do not continually 
exert themſelves in doing Good and relieving Diſtreſs; 
they might raiſe modeſt Merit, and wipe away the Tear 
from the Cheek of Miſery, without infringing even upon 
what may be called ſuperfluous Satisfactions. But J ſup- 
poſe my Aſtoniſhment will leſſen as I become more ac- 
uainted with the World. There are many Perſons of 
Nank and Fortune now at this Place, though I have not 
heard of one of them having done a real Act of Charity; 
not even from Oſtentation, which ſeems to have ſo much 
to do in the Charities of the Times. My Uncle indeed 
is wholly employed in Acts of Goodneſs; but his Cha- 
rafter, if given in Writing, would be thought a fulſome 
Panegyric, though applied to thoſe who are conſidered 
as the Men of the Age. He has lived for ſome 
Years in Retirement; and his Fortune and Manners 


will make him reſpected wherever he goes, but * real 


orth 


r ns me ©... 


and every Ton 


| Reſpect to myſe i [ feel a 


not to be expr 
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Worth is little known except in the Country where he 


dwells.— There the Eye that beholds him bleſſes him, 
is 1 in his Praiſe. With 

/eneration for him which is 

ed; and a Gratitude which, however 
fervent, is not equal to the paternal and 


ious Acts 


which call it forth. My Aunt, though a — Cha- 
racter, is equal in Worth to her Brother, and my Obli- 


gations to 


em both are the ſame. I have now taken 


the Liberty of introducing my Family to you, though 
there is another Perſon belonging to it whom I had — 
got; but I cannot ſay much in his Behalf; yet, if you 


were to read his Heart, you would find ſome Tints of 


Regard, Gratitude, and Admiration, which you might 
claim as your own. Believe me, my dear Madam, — 
ever diſtant T may be removed from you, I ſhall never 
ceaſe to remember you with real Pleaſure; and wherever 
I am, if in my Power to do you any Good, or perform 
you any Service, and you ſhould not employ me, you 


will be guilty of a great Injuſtice both to me and to your- 
is none who is, with a more real Zeal, 

Your molt faithful Friend, 

And humble Servan 


WILLIAM IRENTON. 


ſelf, for there is n 


| Southampton, 
April 29, 1788. 


* 


—_ 


LETTER XXXVII. 


From a Lady to her Friend on the Day of her Daughter's. 


Marriage. 


r 


NE Line, my dear Harriot, is all that I can write 


to you; but I am ſenſible that in m 
 cumſtances you will excuſe it. 


This 


reſent Cir- 
orning my 


aughter was married, and I now ſteal from the ſur- 
rounding Crowd to acquaint you with this important 


Event, 


om a Perſuaſion that you will be no 


$ inte- 


reſted in it than myſelf, Charlotte bids me tell you that 
you were not miſtaken when you allowed her to have a 


large Heart, and the Departments which the Mother 


the Huſband occupy by no Means exclude the 


| * riend. 


a * 1 e 
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Friend. She adds, that the utmoſt of her Wiſhes is to 
ive you perſonal Aſſurances of this. Straitened as I 
muſt yet ſay one Word on the Subject of poor Miſs 

Chambers; but were I in your Situation, I would en- 

deavour to obtain her Friendſhip. At my Vears one 

may do many Things that are not ſuitable to yours. 

We form our judgment of People from their Connec- 

tions, and your Youta will not allow you to have any 

that are ſuſpicious or exceptionable. i agree that the 

Prejudices mentioned in your laſt Letter are ridiculous; 

nevertheleſs, while we live in the World, we muſt in 

ſome Meaſure conform to it. That World will permit 
you to ſee the contemptible: Part of your Sex, provided 
you do not make Friends of them, and that your Con- 


nexion with them extends no farther than common Polite- 


neſs. Vour Friendſhip with a weak Girl would expoſe 


you to certain Cenſure. Have a proper Regard to this 


Foible (which, however, cannot in one Senſe be ac- 
counted ſuch) without giving up your Intention of ſerv- 
ing the unfortunate Woman. You may, pardonably 
enough, contract a Friendſhip with her Lover; but, 
what you will not be pardoned, and what nevertheleſs 
J would have you attempt, is to engage him to put an 
End to this Affair in one Way or another. I murder 
the Subject for Want of Time; but it deſerves to be 


more ſeriouſly diſcuſſed, and I ſhall reſume it as ſoon s 


Iam more at Leiſure. l f 
5 Ours, e. 
ä D. MALLET; 


rn 


* 


LETTER Xx. 
4 familiar Deſcription of a retired Country Life. 
A J was ſitting alone this Morning at the Inn looking 


* 
= 
+ 


A out at a Window, I ſaw ride into the Yard Mr. 


Homas, the Gentleman to whom I took ſo ſtrong: an 


Inclination at Lord L's, and for whoſe Character I have 
the higheſt Eſteem. He ſaw me, and ſpringing eagerly 
from his Horſe, ſent to know if I would admit him. He 


5. E- of = & >. AM Con. Ab edn ins 


21 9 
— 8 


The Complete -LerTen Warren: 49 


came, and after expreſſing ſome Surprize at ſeeing me 
there, on my telling him Thad left Lord L's, and waited 
there a few Days for Letters, he inſiſted on my ſpending 
that Time at his Houſe, in a Manner which it was im- 
poſſible for me to refuſe. As we rode, he apologized for 
the Entertainment I ſhould meet with, and wiſhed jos 
larger Share of the Gifts of Fortune, that he might re- 
ceive his Friends in a Manner more ſuited to his De- 
fires 3 but ſaid, if he knew, me, the Heart of the Hoft 
was all I ſhould care for, and that I ſhould reliſh the 
homely Meat of chearful Friendſhip, as well as the ſplen- 
did Profuſion ef Luxury and Pride. We ſoon anche 


at a neat Houſe, with a little romantic Garden 


it, where we were received by Mrs. Thomas with that 
hoſpitable Air which is inſeparable from real Benevolence 
of Heart. Her Perſon was wry leaſing, and her 
Dreſs elegantly plain; and ſhe had a little Boy ſitting by 
her; lovely and playful as a Cupid. Neatnels and Pro- 

riety preſided at our frugal Meat; and, after a little 
Deſert of excellent Fruit, Mr. Thomas took me the 


Tour of his little Eſtate, which conſiſts of about an 


hundred Acres. This he cultivates himſelf, and has 
embelliſhed it with every Thing which can make! 

lovely. Every Thing has the Appearance of Peace an 

Content, which I obſerved to him; adding, that his 
Happineſs was infinitely to be envied. He ſtopped, and 
looked earneſtly at me; I am indeed, faid he, happy in 
many Things, and though my Fortune is far below my 
Birth and Hopes, I am not in Want, In Time Things 
may be better, and till then I bear them as well as I can; 
but my Wife, "whoſe Worth outweighs all Praiſe, com- 


bats our ill Fate with a Spirit I cannot always imitate, 


and for her I feel with double Keenneſs the Stings of 
Adverſity. Obſerving that he was too much affected to 
purſue the Subject farther, I changed the Diſcourle, and 
we returned to the Houſe ; but I will not leave him till 


I am inſtructed how to draw the Worm of Diſconten 


from one of the worthieſt of human Boſoms. I ſha 
continue here till I know when my Father will be inthe, 
Country, where you will write to Moe es 3 
Lt ger Tour faithful Friend. 
n WILLIAM SANDERS, ++ 


Xn 
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LETTER XI. ; 
A friendly Epiſtle fran a Lady to a Gentleman. 


Have expected your Anſwer, my dear Sir, with In- 
1 patience, ſuppoſing it would bring me Information 


pf an happy Change in the Diſpoſitions of that worthy | 
Relation who ſhews ſo much Politeneſs and Obſtinacy 
in his Endeavours to ruin your Siſter. Indeed I am very 8 
angry with him, for this diſagreeable and intereſting 
pron hath already kept you the whole Autumn in ; 
Northumberland, and perhaps may detain you all the 
Winter. You certainly owe your beſt Advice to your 
Siſter, and your Offices to your Nephews; this Sa- c 
crifice of your Time and Pleaſures is truly generous, | 
and I heartily approve of it, though it prevents my ſeeing t 
you. This I fay to myſelf with Regret, and even I 
Chagrin, having never ſo eagerly deſired your Company 1 
but if you ſhould aſk me why, I profeſs I cannot tell. r 
J have no Buſineſs on my Hands, neither am any wiſe þ 
embarraſſed, at leaſt that I know; yet I nevertheleſs per- ( 
ceive that you could be uſeful to me—when indeed can a I 
true Friend be uſeleſs? Lord B. is at length reſtored to n 
his Acquaintance, who ardently wiſhed his Return; and h 
all his Friends have made Entertainments on his Arrival. t: 
J doubt not he is deſerving of thoſe Sentinients he in- tc 
ſpires. Give my moſt affectionate Compliments to your bt 
amiable Siſter, and tell her ſhe ought to be very well el 
fatisfied with me. I deny myſelf the Pleaſure of writing fa 
to her, becauſe I would not interrupt her preſent Mo- ar 
ments of agreeable Leiſure. Adieu. e M 
London, April 4, 1788. Yours. 8 
— — —-— — — N — rn II 
LETTER XII. | — 

On the Neceſſity of the Soul 's being active. From the ſame. 6 


Dear Sir, 


1 are doubtleſs in the right. If one is not na- 

| turally of a capricious and uneven Temper, one 
ought to know the Principle of all one's Sentiments ; e 

| | ought 


t 
y 
| 
y 
g 
1 
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ought one to ſay, I am melancholy, and know not why. 
But, my Friend, one may become by Habit what one is 
not by Nature. I am grown ill humoured, poſitively 
il!l-humoured; I am tired of Company, frighted at So- 
litude, and diſpleaſed with every Thing. You aſk me 
what it is that can diſturb the Calm of my Soul? Really 
nothing. But then its Calm is as dreadful as a Tem- 
peſt ; at leaſt it fo ſeems to me. The Soul requires 


either to be agitated with acute Pains or exquiſite Plea- 
797 if he 


ſures; enſe of the one, or the Charm of the 
4 Action, its ſlow and 
feeble Emotions leave us in a State of Languor and In- 
activity. 5 eſtitute of Inclinations and Deſires, we barel 
exiſt, but do not enjoy our Exiftence... Every Object 
becomes indifferent to us, and this Indifference begets 
that Kind of Anxiety, which of all the Evils of Lite is 
molt .infupportable; I have been theſe three Days at 
Richmond, where my. Siſter does not help to brighten up 
my Reflections, becauſe ſhe was born two-and-twenty 
Years before me. She affects to make me adopt her 
Opinions; but when ſhe hagins to lecture, I fall aſleep. 
rah. came to enquire after me yeſterday; ſhe writes 
me Word that Lord B. has diſappeared, that nobody ſees 
him, meets with him, or knows where to find him. She 
talks a deal of Nonſenſe on this Subject, and has a Mind 
to inform me and to truſt me; not that 1 Thing has 
been ſaid, but ſhe gueſſed it. Lo be ſure then nothing 
engages her to Silence; however, ſhe has promiſed to 
ſay nothing about it: But to me, to hide it from e 
and then ſhe proteſts ſhe will not ſpeak a Word of the 
Matter. You ſee the Secret is jus ready to come out. 
Is it true that Lady B. is ugly? fo very ugly? Good 
God! what an odd Match. But you deſired our Verſes; 
I have therefore ſent them, but take Care what Judg- 
ment you paſs on them, If you think them wretched 
we ſhall hardly allow you to have common Senſe ; a 


If you praiſe them, Lady D. will ER. Poor Man |! the 


Country hath already ſpoiled his Taſte.” Adieu. 


, . T 7 4 295 3.4 "i #4 
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| OUR Letter and the Preſent of Mr. Hughes's 
1 Works were joy fully received by me the next Day 
after I ſaw you. Methinks I ſee the very 9 old 


Acquaintance there, with his Temper and Softneſs, his 


Wit and ſprightly Genius, ſpreading almoſt over every 
Page. Twas well Telemachus took Mentor with him 


when he ventured into Calypſo's Iſland, painted by ſueh 


a Pencil, while the Goddeſs was dreſſed by ſuch a Poet, 


and ſhe and her Nymph Eucharis had Airs and Sonnets 


given them by ſuch a Maſter in Muſtio. But my Sor- 


row freſhens and renews upon my Heart, that ſuch a 
| Genius did not live to write more moral and divine 
Oes in advanced Years, to be a Counterpoiſe to all the 


Charms of Pleaſure and Vouth and Beauty which his 
9 — Poeſy indulged. Vet it muſt be confeſſed I can 


nd nothing that is an Offence to Virtue and Piety, ſo 


far as I have peruſed, which amounts to more than half, 


The Chriſtian Scheme has Glories and Beauties in it, 


which have ſuperior Power to touch the Soul, beyond all 
the Gods and Heroes of the Heathen Heaven or Elyſium.” 


I T ſhould have been much pleaſed to fee fo fine a Pen em- 
ploying its Art on ſuch Themes. Mr. Pope's efſiah 


always charms me. I ſpeak not now of Mr. Hughes's 


Odes on the Creator of the World, the EcRaſy, &c. be- 
_ cauſe I have read them long ago; theſe have ſo much 


' Dignity in them, that I withed for more of the ſame 
Kind. Pray tell me, Sir, when J ſhall be ſo happy as 
to ſee you next, whether Sir R. Blackmore's Preface 


to his Alfred does not convince you that à Chriſtian 


Poet has happier Advantages than a Pagan? His Pre- 


faces are certainly better in their Kind than his Poems, 
as ſeveral Gentlemen of good Taſte have acknowledged. 
And why ſhould not ſome great Genius ſeize thoſe Ad- 


vantages 


Wm 


COW — by ty ot pon ty 


— 


The Complete : EET T ER-WR IT ER. 53 £ | 


\ 


vantages, and leave old Homer no longer Right to the 


ſupreme Laurel? But I forget myſelf and my Years. | 
1 5 "£5 11 8 Jam, Sir, 
— —Vour obliged humble Servant, 


Navigton, r r 9 . WATTS: 
May 23, 1735+ | | 


- 2 in ————— 
E 


— 


e LETTER MH, 
Fun a Gantleman to his Nephew at Oxford. 


T*HIS ſhort Letter will probably meet you on your 
1 Arrival at Oxford; and as it is the firſt Time you 
have been abſent from me fince your Reſidence at 
Upton, I think it my Duty now, as J ſhall at all Limes, 
to give you ſuch Inſtructions as may appear to me to be 
neceſſary for your Information, and to anticipate that 
Experience which is not to be gained without great 
Hazard, or the poſſeſſing fuch a Friend as I hope to 
prove myſelf to you. Such indeed has been the Ex- 
cellence of your Education, that you are better qualified 
than moſt young Men to make judicious Remarks upon 
every Thing you ſee ; and I believe that you are well 
diſpoſed to employ your Qualifications. with Diſcretion 
and Propriety. IL muſt therefore deſire, when you are 
at a Diſtance from me, to be acquainted with the Fruits 
of your. Obſervations ; for though they may perhaps be 
crude at firſt, they will improve every Day, Indeed 
my great Motive in laying this Injunction upon you, is 
to encourage a continual Exerciſe of your Judgment, 


| which will often be the one Thing needful in the future 


Part of your Life. You will uſe your Leiſure to make 
your Communications to me, though I ſhall expect to 
hear from you during your Stay at the Univerſity ; where 
you will find ample Room for gratifying. your Curiolity, 
ina Place which contains many Things moſt worthy of 
your Attention. You will take your own Time, and 
conſider yourſelf as your own Maſter ;. but whenever 

3 e 0 
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you return, it will be a welcome Event to your moſt af. 
ectonate nn,, 8 End SOLES: 


a 1 - « l = © 
- * 
— 
; ' &- +0 P T 
wn # of 1 bd 1 CSS n 1 Dr WY 
W — "I I _— VT I I oo EPI I” ” 1 af _— 
0 


_ * 


TF 


* LETTER MW. d 


On the Dangers and Temptations of the World. From 
| FFF 10-00 -LT TA: - 1 6 40. 


MILIA, ly deer Ffiend, will bring x you this Le. 
W 


| ter, which you will find ſullied my Tears. 
Till ſhe left me I knew not how dear this ce was to 


me; her Grief at Parting juſtified my Affection. She 


is now launched inte a Sea infamous for Shipwrecks, 
without any other Filot or Guide than a blind Confi- 
dence in the ReQitade of her own Heart, but paſſion- 
ately fond of thofe Pleaſures to which the is about to 
ive up herſelf. I pity her, utterly incapable as ſhe is 
of ſeeing the Works in its true Light; for Youth can 
behold nothing but the preſent Moment, and its Views 
derminate in the Object it enjoy, You find that T am 

quite the old Woman, but I am not afraid of being 
thought tedious. Nature has given to you in the Bloom 
of Youth the mature Judgment of Age, and your good 
Senſe ſupplies that Experience which others purchaſe 
by their Misfortunes or their Faults. I admire with 
| you the Hand of Providence in the Accompliſhment of 
your Happineſs, and acknowledge that huthan Prudence 
Could not have faved you from the impending Danger. 
entire Acquieſcente in divine Wiſdom is my favourite 
Firtue; for we know ſo little what is proper for us, 
and are by our own Power fo little able to effect it, that 
to repoſe ourſelves thereon is abſolutely neceſſary. This 
Providence draws me out of my Soſitude. My Ene- 
mies wiſh to deprive me of the little Remains of my 


ortune; and my Law- Suit in London in Conſequence 


induces me to believe it more for my Intereſt that theſe 
Troubles are better for me than the Leet of this 
Retirement. I could have wiſhed to put off my Journey 
till after the Marriage of Charlotte, but am informed 
chat the leaft Delay Will be prejudicial to my ä . 
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this Place therefore I muſt leave within two Days. Your 
Letter I fhall receive in London, and I ſhall 2 Re- 


lief in it from all the Fatigues and Anxiety of Buſineſs. 


Sometimes I am inclined to give up all that is conteſted 
to my Opponents, to diſpoſe of the little they cannot 
take from me, and ſhut myſelf up in ſome Place of Ob- 
ſcurity, where I may forget the World as that will for- 


get me. The Thought for a ſhort Time was very flat- 


tering, and has the Appearance of giving up the Advan- 
tages and Conveniences of Life ; but more attentive 


Examination diſcovered that it was only a convenient 


Indolence, and implied but little Submifſhon to the Diſ- 
penſations of 3 _ the ſame r oa 
commands me to defend my Property againſt Injuſtice, 
by Means of Proctors and Advocates ; 10 that — 
is the moſt 1 5 Place for me, where, notwithſtanding 
my Averſion, I muſt eontigue till a tolerable Accommo- 
dation or the Loſs of my Cauſe ſhall determine my 
future Mode of Life. Continue, my dear Friend, to 
love me, for the utmoſt Malice of my Enemies cannot 
deprive me of that Advantage. Adieu. f 


” Rr — — 1m... r Wa — ot — — „ > 


LETTER XIV. 


On rural Pleaſures and the Fallies of Faſhion. To 4 
| | young Gentleman. 


It is inconceivable to me how any one, who is ha 
enough to have a Houſe or a C in the Country, 
ſhould continue here at this Seaſon. When Pleafure in 


| her faireſt Form courts them, and the ſordid God of 


modern Days, Intereft, joins his powerful Voice; when 
Power, the beſt Power, that of doing Good, ſolicits 
their Preſence, it is aſtoniſhing that Gentlemen of large 
Property, and our Nobility, ſhould impriſon themſelves. 

this ſmoaking Furnace, when the whole Land is a 
ming Garden and a W 


/ 


- 


7 OU can have no Idea, my dear Mr. Trueman, how 
weary I am of being only theſe few Days in Town. 


ilderneſs of Sweets. What 
leman of Spirit can prefer the rude Inſults of a li-- 
4 centious 


* 
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centious London Rabble, the Refuſe of every Land, to 
the warm and faithful Attachment of a brave, generous, 
and loyal Yeomanry in the Country? Intereſt, as well 
as Virtue and Humanity, prompt them, by living on 
their Eſtates, to imitate the Heavens, which return the 
Moiſture they draw from the Earth in gratefu] Dews 
and Showers. - When I firſt came to Empſey, having 
been ſome. Years abroad, my Tenants were poor and 


dejected, and ſcarce able to gain a hard penurious Living. 


The neighbouring Gentlemen ſpent at leaſt eight 
Months of the Year in London; the next Town, where 
the Produce of my Eſtate went to Market, was filled 
only with People in Trade, who could ſcarce live by 
each other. By living altogether in the Country my- 
ſelf, and bringing the whole Neighbourhood to do the 
ſame, I promoted every Kind of Diverſion ; the next 
Town, which belongs to me, was ſoon filled with Gen- 
tlemen's Families, which raiſed the Markets, and, in 
Conſequence, the Value of my Eſtate. : My Tenants, 
at the ſame Reats which before they were unable to pay, 
now grew rich; Population increaſed, my Villages 
were full of Inhabitants, and all around me was gay and 
flouriſhing. Frue Policy is governed by ſimple Max- 
ims; and that Machine which has the feweſt Wheels is 
certainly moſt eaſy to keep in Qrder. Have you had 
my old Men to dine? I admit them to my Table at 
ſixty, where they are always my Gueſts once a Fort- 
night. I love to converſe with thoſe whom * Age and 

long Experience render wiſe;“ for it is Time to flacken 
the Reins of Pride, and to wave all ſublunary Diſtinc- 
tions, when they are ſo near IF at an End between 
us. My own Feelings likewiſe tell me, that Age wants 
the Comforts of Life; a plentiful Table, generous 
Wines, chearful Converſation, and the Notice of thoſe 
they have been accuſtomed to revere, renews in ſome 
Degree the Fire of Youth, gives a Spring to declining 
Nature, and perhaps prolongs as well as enlivens the 
Evening of their Days. Nor is it a ſmall Addition to 
my Satisfaction, to ſee the Reſpect paid them by the 
zoung of their own Rank, from the Obſervation of their 
5 thus diſtinguiſhed by me. As an old Man, I have 
an Intereſt in making Age an Object of Reverence; 


— 
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— 


but were I ever ſo young, I would continue a Cuſtom 
which appears to me — juſt than humane. Adieu 
my eſteemed, my amiable Friend ! how I envy you 
your Larks and Nightingales! gs : 
9 DOE ttt 32 * Your faithful "$44 
London, June 20, 17—. | HAMPDEN. : 


— _— 8 
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LE TEE KR. i, 

The Advantages of a good Education. From a Father 
„ i ß WY, 
T gives me the warmeſt Pleaſure, my dear. Son, to 
find you are pleaſed with the expenſive Education I 
have given you. Indeed your Fortune is thereby re- 
duced more than it might otherwiſe have been; yet I 


conſidered that Wealth, if neceſſary to Harp might 
be acquired, but that the ds Bras of Youth, the 


Seaſon of Inſtruction, are never to be recalled.. Your 


generous Freedom of thinking, and Nobleneſs of Sen- 


— 


might have been cramped, perhaps totally deſtroyed, by 


the common Methods of Education. I have always 


conſidered, that our Underſtandings are fettered by Syſ- 


tems, and our Hearts corrupted by Example; and that 


there needs no more to Minds well diſpoſed than to re- 
cover their native Freedom, and to think and act for 
themſelves. With this Idea I have inſtructed you how, 


but never what to think; I have pointed out the Road 


which leads to Truth, but have Ie you to diſcover he 
Abode by your own Strength of Mind. On the mo 


important of all Subjects, I have faid no more than that 


Conviction muſt be on the Side of that Religion, which 


teaches the pureſt and moſt benevolent Morality 3 which 
is moit conducive to the general Happineſs of Mankind, 
and gives the moſt ſublime Idea of the Deity. For as 


the Seeds of Virtue are innate, I have only watched to 


cheriſh the riſing Shoot, and to prune, but with a care- 
ful Hand, the too luxurious Branches; meaning 
Virtue that Rectitude of Heart which leads us to fulff 
all the Duties of Life, as far as human Frailty will per- 
15 N nut, 


% 


timent, happily reward and jultify all my Cares; theſe 


* 
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ſalt, the conſtant Monitor of all our Faults. My pre- 
ſent Situation, except 'Empſey, is the ſweeteſt Spot I 
ever beheld ; but it is rather beautiful than magnificent. 
There is a mild Elegance, a refined Simplicity in the 
Air all around, ſtrongly expreſſive of the Mind of its 
amiable Poſſeſſor; a poetic Wildneſs, a luxuriant Glow, 
like that of primæval Nature, adorned by the Hand of 
the Graces.” But I receive your Letter this Moment. 


Lou judge rightly that there is an Activity and Reſtleſſ- 


neſs in the Mind of Man, which makes it impoſſible for 
him to be happy in a State of abſolute Inactivity; for 
ſome favourite Purſuit is neceſſary to keep the Mind 


awake. On this Principle only can we account why 
 Avarice and Ambition ſhould be the Vices of Age, and 


that ardent Purſuit'of Men for Riches and Honour at the 
Time when they have the leaſt Prof of enjoying 
them; but the lively Paſſions of Youth ſubſiding, f 

active Principle muft be found to replace them, and 
where that warm Benevolence of Heart is wanting which 
is a perpetual Source of Delights ever-new, I wonder 
not that they engage in the Chace of Wealth and Power, 
though fure ſo ſoon to melt from their Graſp. Next to 
the 1 and A e Purpoſe of my Heart, of making 
myſelf acceptable to my Creator, my firſt Object was 
to render happy your loyely Mother; but Heaven was 
pleaſed to diſappoint my Hopes by taking her to itſelf. 
My ſecond has been to make you the moſt amiable of 
Men; in this I have ſucceeded beyond my moſt fanguine 
Wiſhes. May you, my dear Son, proſper in every 
- Purpoſe of your Sou as fully as I have done in this, and 
be as happy as your Virtues have made your Father! 


2 RT TERS 
From a young Lady of fourteen to her Friend. 


| Mirth ! where is thy Joy? O Pleaſure ! how far 
art thou removed from real Happineſs? After three 
Hours Experience I make this Reflection. So long — 
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care ſilve beate!“ There is no real Happineſs in any 
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1 been laughing immoderately in the Midſt of a gay 
Crowd; and the Moment I quitted it, theſe ſober 
Thoughts came ruſhing in upon my Mind with ſuch 
Violence, that I could not = ſitting down to give you 
an Account of them, eſpecially as I knew it would ſuit 
your preſent philoſophical State of Mind, and might, 
perhaps, help to make my Peace for all I faid Yeſterday 
in the Gaiety of my Heart, and much againſt my Con- 
ſcience. Ves, indeed, my dear Miſs Campbell, tis naw 
my Turn to fever le Maſque; * when I have done ſo, 1 
muſt aſſure you that I do really believe there is more 
true and unmixed Satisfaction in the Company of a few 
Friends, a few well-choſen Books. Theſe are what E 


muſt place next to Friends, thoſe ſilent and faithful 


Friends, who brighten our moſt gloomy Moments, and 
to whom we cannot even then be diſagreeable- Then 
Walks and Woods, and quiet and early Hours, quiet 
Sleep, healthy Looks, high Spirits, chearful Mirth, 
{and that is a very uncommon Thing, I aſſure you) 
then a good Deal of Leiſure for Improvement, and a 
great Deal of good Inclination t> make Uſe of it. O- 


other Way of Life. This is truly living; every Thing 
elſe is only giggling and ſighing away a den dee 
Time. Here is a wonderful Inundation of Wiſdom;. 
and yet I do not quite renounce all Happineſs any where 
elſe. For Inftance, laſt Night I enjoyed a great Deal. 
that was very ſincere, in ſeeing. our long-wiſhed for 
Traveller fately arrived. . Here is my; Lady Ducheſs 
come to {up here, and the Biſhop of Briſtol telling her 
that ſhe is very perverſe. Apropos, ſhe is much obliged: 
to Lady Mary for a very pretty Letter; but as ſhe 
writes to — this Night, will at preſent” thank her no- 
otherwiſe than by bidding me ſay this. 03 3789: 


-T am, in Haſte, 


1 4 
Your obliged? | -, 
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Madam, 


Onitbe proper Education and Treatment of young Ladie 6. 
ws 7 | | Fl ; a N « | | f 


* 


HE domeſtic Education of your Daug ters is no 
J é⁰indiffefent Matter. The Relation of a Mother im- 
poſes on you the moſt important Duties. If you do not 


take Care to keep the World at a Diſtance, it will con- 


tinually interpoſe between you and your Children; yet 
not with Auſterity which only excites 1 but 
with that Prudence which gains Confidence. If you 


perplex and incumber them with Inſtructions, they will 
only prove Hypocrites; but they will love Religion, 


when inſtigated by your Example, and incited to it by 
your Gentleneſs; . There is a Treatment and Method 
of Inſtruction ſuited to different Ages as well as to dif- 


- ferent Conditions of Life; and Girls of twenty muſt not 


be treated as if they were but ten. A Taſte for good 


Authors ſhould be enco--raged as much as poflible ; it is 
an excellent Employment, but ſhould be managed with 


that Freedom which does not tie them down to the 
Minute, and with that Spirit of Diſcernment which 


knows how to diſtinguiſh as Occurrences happen. You 
ſnould endeavour to eſtabliſh them according to their 


Fortunes and Rank, yet without reſtraining their In- 
clinations unleſs they ſhould tend to Diſſipation or Folly. 


For Marriage is the natural Condition of Mankind, 


though there are ſome Exceptions to this Rule, when it 


may be' diſpenſed with. You need neither love the Va- 
nities of the World, nor make yourſelf ridiculous by 


oppoſing the Cuſtoms of the Times; when. Piety ap- 

ears to affect Singularity, it becomes a Subject of 
Raillery, and a prudent Woman ſhould avoid rendering 
herſelf remarkable. It is neceſſary that every Woman 
ſhould dreſs ſuitably to her Rank in Life, though 
within the Limits of Modeſty and Decency. Good Com- 
pany alſo is highly wang}? and true Devotion is 
neither ruſtic. nor auſtere. It. is often better for young 
People to ſee well choſen Company than to remain alone; 
and you ſhould inſpire them with Chearfulneſs, that they 
I 3 FL may 
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| may not aſſume a ſanified Air. But above all Things, 


make yourſelf beloved; it is the greateſt Pleaſure a 
Mother can aſpire to, and the greateſt Prerogative ſhe 
can enjoy, in order to effect the Good ſhe purpoſes. 
Your. Domeſtics ſhould be religious and honeſt, and 
ſhould neither be treated with Haughtineſs or Famili- 
arity, but as People who are-of the ſame Nature, though 
your Inferiors. Puniſhment alſo ſhould be with Regret; 
but you ſhould — 1 Pleaſure. But 
depend much on your Underſtanding and Wiſdom, which 
will teach you whatever is neceſſary; and you may ev 
be aſſured of the reſpectful Confideration with which 
have the Honour to be, N HSE IAG 7 
h vic. 1s. 91029) ee £ in 
190 361 Fours. 
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"LETTER x 


ment into the Country. 


From a Lady in London to her Friend, before her Retire- 


Am extremely ſorry, my dear Friend, to be obliged. 


to (et out for Chilhampton, one of my Eſtates in De- 
vonſhire, and to leave you in the Midſt of ſo much Un- 


eaſineſs. An unforeſeen and unavoidable Accident re- 


quires my immediate Departure; nor do 1 very well 


know when it will be poſſible for me to return. The 


Chagrin your Brother's, Affairs muſt neceſſarily give you, 
increaſes my Regret to leave you. I ſhould have done 
every Thing in my Power to ſerve both him and you, 
could I have continued; but my Zeal for your Service 
will not be diminiſhed by my Abſence, and perhaps may 


be more efficacious. It was not in my Power to act in 
ſelf, and Mr. Johnſon, to, whom I ſhould 


the Affair m. 
bave e e will do us the ſame 7755 Offices as it 
| was preſent. 1 ſhall reſide in his Mother's Neigh- 
bourhood, Who will join her Inſluenge to engage her 
don to redouble his Attention to your Brother's Conduct. 


He has promiſed to write to me Aube and I ſhall 


ſend: you bis Letters when they can be; of any Utility. 


Adieu, 


m__ 
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Adieu, my dear Lady, and the Occaſion of my Depar- 
ture, be aſſured, gives the extremeſt Suffering to ogy 
= EI | Your very affectionate. 
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| In Anſwer tothe preceding, | 


TOW unſeaſonable, my dear Friend, is the Cauſe 


of your Abſence ! So neceſfary is your Company 
at this Time, though it were only to give me ſome Con- 
ſolation. - I have heard no more of my Brother ſince 
your. Departure; for theſe four Days paſt I know not 
even what is become of him, My Huſband has been 
with the Earl of D. 1 could not prevent his indulging 
his own Inclination. Not that 1 ſee any ill Conſequences 
which can ariſe from his Viſit, but he will himſelf give 
you an Account of the Particulars, as my Mind is not 

ſufficiently at Liberty to enter into a Recital of that Na- 
ture. I am, indeed, fo much aſtoniſned at all theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, that I fancy myſelf as it were in another 

orld. Forget me not, my dear Friend, but tranſmit 
me ſome Advice of my Brother, as well as of yourſelf, as 
ſoon as poſſible, I can write no more. Adieu, then, 

* | Yours ever. 
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Friend in England, 11271 


Dear Madam, bn ther tas 

1 Have as punctually obeyed your Injunctions of con- 
ſtantly thinking of you, as I have accepted of your 

Indulgence of not anſwering your Letter while my Load 

of Buſineſs laſted. When'it will decreaſe 1 can-give no 

Gueſs, for I think it increaſes at preſent,' and I have 

ſcarcely Time te recommend the Bearer, Mr. Elliot, 
b : to 


* 
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to your Friendſhip and Countenances as he is a Stranger 


to our Country and Language. is that Friend I 
mentioned who was ſo good to me in Mr. Harcourt's 
Dine. His Wife ftays with me during his Reſidence in 
England, which will þ& no longer than a Family Affair 
obliges him. He has great Good-nature, and a good 
Deal of Humour, and 1 think will entertain you. To 


* 


him | refer you for all Queſtions which may relate to, 


Dear Madam, 
Yours very faithfully, _ 
E. HARCOURT, 


LETTER II. 
From a young Lady to her Mother, lamenting her 
: Abſente. | 


8 two Days oily” Rays dapfed Hihce 
7 


— 


your Departure, your Abſence, my dear Mamma, 
as ſenſibly affected me; but I hope you will keep your 


Promiſe, and that nothing. will bappen to detain du 


above the Fortnight. Mrs. Horton's is a moſt charmin; 
Situation, and her Acquaintance, I ſhould think, wi 

ever require many Invitations to return her Viſits, where 
Time muſt glide away inſenſibly. I ſhall be obliged to 
you to ſend my Guitar. The Baronet has juſt received 
a Packet of Novelties, and among them ſome charming 


Airs from the new Operas, He is fo obliging as to 


accompany me in ſi ing them, having a fine Voice and 
admirable Taſte ; and I ſhall endeavaur to form my Taſte 
from the Inſtructions he has given me. His Politeneſs 


is beyond Deſcription, and his Leſſons, which indeed 


are little Concerts, give great Pleaſure to Mrs. Horton, 
who deſires me to aſſure you of her Friendſhip. The 
Baronet preſents his Reſpects to you, and my Brother 
joins with me in the moſt affectionate Sentiments. 
mbracing my Sifters with the moſt perfect Cordiality, 
| 2 am, 


* 


My dear Mamma, | 
Hinton, Your ever dutiful Daughter. 


LEV: 


* 


May 23, 1788, 
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On the Uſe and Importance of mathematical Knowledge, 
N. fy en | 6 tarts: | 


TILE LITOH To a young Nobleman. 
; 1 Have always been of Opinion that you ſhould not 

begin the Study of the Mathematics till you are con- 
firmed in the Principles of Religion. I was afraid that 


by applying yourſelf to a Science which will admit no- 


thing but what is demonſtrative, you would fall into 
the common Error of Mathematicians, who think of 
making every Myſtery ſubmit to Demonſtration. But 
the Mathematics, though very extenſive, are very li- 
mited when applied to vine L 
which, they will enable you to think juſtly. There is 
a certain Method wanting without them, which is ne- 
ceſſary to rectify our Thoughts, to arrange our Ideas, 
and to determine our Judgments aright. For there is 
nothing in Nature which is not ſtamped with Order, and 
without it there can be no Harmony; and the Mathe- 
matics may be called an Univerſal Science which con- 
necis all the reſt, and diſplays them in their happieſt 
Relations. Apply yourſelf then to this great Branch of 
Knowledge, ſo worthy of our Curioſity, and fo neceſſary 
to the Ules of Life; but never ſuffer them to throw you 
into Abſence, or to prevent your being collected, what- 
ever are your Studies. At your Age, if L had Leiſure, 
J ſhould wiſh to acquire a more extenſive Knowledge of 
Geometry; my Turn of Mind made me. ſeek with 
Avidity every Thing that was methodical, having ſel- 
dom paid much Reſpect to Works which are only Ex- 
erciſes of Imagination. Philoſophy without Geometry, 
is like Medicine without Chymiſtry. Moſt modern 
Philoſophers reaſon very inconcluſively, only becauſe 
they are unacquainted with Geometry. They miſtake 
Sophiſms for Truths; and though their Principles may 
be true, the Concluſions they draw from them are falle. 


1 


But Study alone will not make a learned Man, nor a 


Knowledge of the Sciences a Philoſopher. . But we live 
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in an Age where great Words impoſe, and where Men 


think themſelves to be eminent Geniuſes, if they can 
only contrive a Set of ſingular Opinions. I would d- 


9 ber ar d of eters wy Bom 

loy themſelves rather about t tyle than ten, 

ploy the hazard every Thing for the I pt of ſurpriſing. 
- fhall ſend you, by the firſt Opportunity, a Work 

upon Trigonometry; and if, it is neceſſary, 1 will prove 

to you geometrically, that is to ſay, to a emonltration, 

that 1 am e my Lord, 


viſe, you, my Lord, to diſtruſt 


Voor ſincere F fend. 


* 1 7 . 
142 * 4 + # & 1 eg * * 4 £ 


7 * 
— ML LS SS a £%. : 1 
3 r 


DEL TN EPPS HT, 


On the Urility ani Importance Cl friendly Ae. To, a 


* 


, a man. 
Dear Couſn, 6 


TER firſt Part of Wiſdom is to give g gk; Coma, 


the ſecond to: take. it, and the third to follow 
Though you are you ou may be already ca; 505 
the two latter Parts of Wiſdom, and it is the 01 
to atfain the firſt, - I would wiſh you, therefore, to- 1 
the good Counſel of your Uncle Jerry for I know him 
to be a mary a diſcreet entleman, and of ſourid Tydgmegt 
and I can form ſome Opinion of Men, for l Net Rl } 
many. Your en by this Compaſ: nr] in th 


\ Buſineſs you have: undertaken, will enſure 


Shi Pee! and- ee e, becomes che pr Bp = 
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"LETTER L 


ate: humorous Lauer of Thanks, © From the Rev. Mr, 
ed, e to td r cnta 


My Lord. 
Juſt now received your Lordſhip? 8 Oy furprif 1 
genetous, © beatifice Letter. I was dead 
received i 1 but it * given me new Life. I feel 
1 pay, elated.— have been Tithe- gathering theſe 
eeks, and never thou ught to enquire after any 
Thing for the future, but the Price of Corn; but now 
ſhall ſee London again, I ſhall ſee Sarum * again, 1 
* the Biſhop ag ain, UP ; is 
hall eat his O ters, drink his Ale, 
3 — oos'nitig the Tongue as welt as Tail; 
1 ſhall be poetical, See ambitious; I ſhall wits 
again to the wine; nay, I don't know but to 


_ 


the Public. Bor — ſupprels the Extravagance of 


my Joy, and think of proper Terms to expreſs m 
' Gratitude. I can only wiſh your e and myſel 
4 GS: Life to ew? it. 9 


Your Lodge s moſt obliged 
Humble 3 


J. STRAIGHT. 


, 


® Dr. Hoadly was then (in 17432) Biſhop. of Sarum, and had 


given Mr, Straight the Prebend of Warminſter in that Cathedral. 


IT. 
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LETTER n. 
An humorous Epiſtle to Sir Jauss Honzvwoon in 
Town, rom his Friend in the Guontry. 


"ROM lonely Groves and ſequeſteted Meadows, 
heart · ſprung Complacency and Self- enjoy ment, to 


crowded Streets and riotous Entertainments, faſhionable 


Formality-and the Pleafures of Exceſs. Be not alarmed, 


my dear Friend, I do not mean to preach; I am even 


merry in remarking the odd Contraft of Character be- 
tween two Companions ſo long acquainted and. ſtrictly 
connected as we are. If Fortune ſhould ever throw us 
into a Train of Adventures, there could not poſſibly be 
found two Heroes better adapted to be the Subject of a 
Hiſtory. Even now, if I had Dr. Goldſmith's Chineſe 
Habit, and ſome of his other Requiſites, I ſhould be 
tempted to deſcribe you, in the Eaſtern Taſte, a Caſcade 


tumbling through the Heights of Life, and myſelf a. 
lacid Stream ſtealing through ſome ſolitary Valley. 


he ſtrong Aſſurances you gave me at our Parting to 


your Silence for three Days; but 1 expect you to fu 

your Promiſe, intending to draw all my Intelligence 
from the great World through your Letters. For you 
have it in your Power to entertain me very ſatisfactorily, 


o writing every Morning before yen go ta Bed, the 


anner in which you made the preceding Night, all 


Sunſhine and Good-humour. Let me have likewiſe the 


neweft Patterns of complimentary Phraſes and polite 
cant Terms, fuch as made pau 'Harriot bien that 
bir James was the beſt bred Man alive. My Mo- 


ther's advanced Age and bad State of Health revent 


her going much into Life with her Daughter, and there- 


fore 1 muſt confide in = Friendſhip to protect wy 
ae 


dear Emily at public Places from the Inſults of t 


. 


who bave. all your volatile Conſtitution without one 


Grain of your Honour. Indeed 1 fear her ſolid Notions 


of Love and Gallantry will be a dead Weight on your 


airy Conceptions of both ; 75 is neeeſſary for young 
People to ſee ſome faſhionable Scenes, as Honey ma 


extracted out of noxious Flowers, but a Sting is neceſfary 
fd to 


keep Ws regular Correſpondence, make me wonder "| | 


_— 


J find his E 
that clerical Auſterity which made you call him Doctor 


with: He is now below- intending to ſay 


1 
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to keep off the Drones. Since you and the Family de- 
arted — Sn Friend the Parſon viſits me daily, and 
Zonverſation'grow every Day more agreeable; 


Crabtree, is wearing off upon nearer Acquaintance, and 


oo” 


he has a Sou] really worth . 


race over a 
Brace of Partridges and a Hare of my own Manufacture, 
to which he would allow no other Sauce but plain Butter 
and a Toaſt, to be waſhed down with a good Tankard 
of home-brewed Ale. If you think it poſſible for you 
to ſettle any where, let me know your fixed Place of 


Reſidence, and expect to hear frequently from 
DIe Jef! 2199 1232 Yours,” 3» Tiignl $ 1-545 
n s duc 95-34 02, 507 WILLIAM WALTER, 
= 1 oY 1. 4 he. be 5 ' * % $4 - 1 
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Von a fingle Lady to her Nephew at Oxford. 
XX7ELL, m dear Nephew, I muſt ſuppoſe you then 
VV by bis Time fully engaged in the Seats of the 
Learned, and that the freer melancholy Face of yours, 
with which you left us, is drawn into ſomething of a 
more ſagacious Gravity, becoming the Place you are in, 
and the Objects around you. "But if my Friend George 
did not turn your Gloom into Giddineſs in four-and- 
twenty Hours after you had heen with him, I will caſt 
him off from me forever ; he ſhall no longer, be a God- 
ſon of mine, and I will withdraw my venerable Blefling 
from him. Do not you wiſh to feel ſome one or other 
of the many black Gowns you fee every Day upon 
your own Shoulders? Do not you find already the Im- 
portance of being ſurrounded with the learned Lumber 
of a Callege.? and when you have been baſy. in examin- 
ng it, do you not enjoy yourſelf in being black as a 
-himney-Sweeper with 4 £1 ſcientific. Duſt that ſmothers 


your. If you do not, I ſhall be aſhamed of you. What 


ibraries have ſeen! ſome without a Volume, and others 
full of Books which are never read. And what 3 a 


E ͤ ͤnl ne CS 
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clumſy Pedants have I known !— Well, if I muſt have 
to do with ſtupid People, give me the Dulneſs of Igno- 
rance, which is quiet at leaſt; for the Dulneſs of Learn- 
ing is the moſt impertinent Thing in the World, and I 
ſhould be ſorry to find myſelf obliged to ſcour off any 
Ruſt you may contract during your preſent Viſit; for 
there will be no Body to do it but me; and as you are 
the Hopes of the Family, we muſt endeavour to give 
you to the World as bright as a Suit of Armour vamped 
up for a Tragedy. NI formal Brother, farſooth, thinks 
the young Man, God bleſs him, ought not to be laughed 
at; and poor Lancaſter is ſo at Enmity with the Cuſtoms: 
of the World, as to be incapable of doing any. mg 


* 


* ö 9323 
becauſe. he cannot leave a ſick Wife; ſo that the whole) 


Buſineſs will devolve upon me, and if 1 ſhould ſlacken 

my Endeavours. to do you Good, I. know: not what: 

will become of you. Adieu. 7 
Give my Love to ſaucy George, and remember to 

write to your Uncle; I will forgive your- troubling 

yourſelf about your moſt affectionate Aunt, 

a n ELIZABETH THOMPSON. 


* 5 . . 


— FRI 22 


— 


In Anſwer to the preceding. 
| | Am really, my dear Aunt, much concerned for you, 

as Matters muſt go very gravely indeed at home, when 
you are obliged to have Recourſe to ſo diſtant an Object 
as myſelf to ſhoot your Wit at. Your, Letter, however, 7 
came in good [Time to increaſe the Mirth of the Com- 1 
pany with whom I was engaged; for after having read 
it myſelf, I gave it to George, who immediately propoſed: 
the drinking your Health in a Bumper, and Miss 
Thompſon went round with all the Jollity and Glee which: 
can be imagined. Many Queſtions were aſked concern 
ing your Beauty, which we declared tõ be conſummate: 
Your Fortune alſo we pronounced to be a ſwinging one, 
and the Joke, which was well carried on, would have 
paſſed off to Admiration, had not George 0 
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thanked: them for the Honour they had done my Aunt 
and his Godmother. But Matters took a very different 


Turn, and it was with no little Difficulty that we 


could bear up againſt the Raillery which was levelled at 
us from all Quarters. However, it is an il} Wind which 
blows no Body good; and who ſhould be the Gainer in 
all this Buſineſs but my deareſt Aunt? She is become 
the Toaſt of half the Univerſity; and it will be long, I 
believe, before the Health of George Warner's God- 


mother will ceaſe to grace the Cups of the Oxford Stu- 
dents. Perhaps you may now think that I am even 
with you; and though G 

adviſe you to be upon your Guard in future, for this 


eneroſity is my Failing, I 


Oxford Air has given a terrible ae to my Wits. 
When we meet again, you may find, perhaps, a very 


redoubtable Antagoniſt in your moſt dutiful 


IMES THOM Sox. 


111 1 — 1 R 


4 
„ 9 _ — * _- — ” — 


JET TER-V. 


9 From 2 Gentleman 1 a Lach who had got the Aue. 


OU are then Ill of a tertian Apue; if it turns to a 
| quartan, we ſhall have a troubleſome Gueſt the 


whole Winter, for it will be as great a Plague to me as 


to yourſelf, Let me know what the Phyſicians ſay of it; 
but how ſhould you hear that 1 am four or five Days 


before I know myſelf? I rely much on my own Strength 


to bear my great Share in your Sickneſs ; but to judge 
by the Event, I ſhould. have done better to have been 
upon my Guard the firſt Time I ſaw you. Yet it was 
unlikely that a young Gitl ſhould diſeompoſe the Mind 
of an old Batchelor ? Who could ever have ſuſpected her 
of doing me Miſchief enough to make me regret being 
no longer in a Condition to take Revenge? I know you 
are ill, and am ignorant whether they attend you as they 


. ought, which increaſes my Vexation. But it is con- 


ſtantly in my Mind to take a Journey to CS, h 
in this ſharp Weather it is almoft Madneſs. I am dil- 
ordered more than enough to regret abſent Beauties; _ 


4 od YET An 7 „ - OF MS OOO 
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1 ſhould have known my Caſe better, and obnſidered 


my Infirmities in being maimed and crippled from 


Head to Foot as fully ſufficient, without the additional 
Diſtemper of Impatience to ſee you. It is a tormenting 
Diſeaſe. . My Friend B. though he ſees you every Day, 
writes ke one in Deſpair, becauſe he does not ſee you 
fo often as he wiſhes ;- and you are very happy in not 
having me to deal with, for I ſhould handle you to good 
Purpoſe. Perhaps you may laugh at my Menaces, but 
know that Men of Refolution are not wanting in an 
Affair the Public are ſo greatly: intereſted in. They 
will not ſuffer their Sex to be killed with Impunity, and 
therefore 1 muſt conclude you to be abſolutely a Turk, 
and that too, I am ſenſible, of the moſt malicious Caſt; 
for I have heard that the better Sort of theſe People are 
great Alms-givers; but from what I know in your 
Temper, you would not do a Kindneſs for Empire, even 
to them that love you. In Reality then you are good 
for nothing, though a Compoſition of Wany i f 

and good Things. You verify better than any Body 
the Proverb, which ſays, © All is not Gold that glitters ;” 
and indeed, you are as deviliſhly miſchievous as you 
are fair. But notwithſtanding all this, fuch is the Power 
of Beauty, I am, more than any one living, 28 


Vours, &c. 


ys 


ee 
Reſlictiums on the Abſence ef Friend. To a Lady. 


ſcarcely obliged to you for your V ifit, on Account of the 
Uneaſineſs it has left me under. The World appears in 
you to ſo great Advantage, that I could have quitted my 
Solitude and launched out into it again, had I not re- 


collected that, among all I have ſeen in it, there is 


ſcarcely one like yourſelf. This Conſideration has made 
me chearfully return into 1 with an Intent 
to make the Freedom of 8 4 

| often 


/ 


> 


ne Qualities - 


JNDEED, Madam, one pays ſo dear for the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing — by the Pain of your Abſence, that ] am 
Ye 


ude ſabſervient to thinking” 


— 
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often of you, though without the leaſt Pretence to the 
ſame Returns from you. The Court has always too 
many Perſons preſent for the abſent to expect to find a 
Place there; but ſhould the Remembrance of me ſome- 
times by Accident come into your Mind, think of me, 
adam, as of a Perſon Who honours you more than 

any one living, and than whom none is more ſincerely 
Ng ene eil 1 151, e 188 Vours, &. 
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On the | Happineſs of a. liberal. and generous Diſpoſttian. 
© Benevolence and\Charity.a Duty incumbent on Perſons in 
Muent Circumflanees,, 
: 81 R, i 5 b GA, 85 5 2 g I | 3 . ' ; | 
I Should be extremely ſorry and aſhamed to have given 
1 the leaſt Cauſe for an Accuſation of Profuſeneſs on any 
bother Score than that you mention. It would be inex- 
_ } culable even on this, if the Liberalities you condemn ſo 
er of any Prejudice to thoſe whom I know it 
is my Duty to have the firſt in my Thoughts. If any, 
ſuch ſtand in Need of my Aſſiſtance, your generous In- 
formation will enſure to them all the Relief which my 
' Reaſon tells me their. Circumſtances require, or my 
Ability can beſtow. I am not yet convinced there are 
any ſuch Wants in my own Family; permit me then, 
J beſeech you, to diſpoſe of my Fortune in my own 
Way, by ſearching out thoſe of others. IJ have a greater 
" Share of the good Things of Life than many others; but 
am I, like the Miſer, to hoard up Wealth, 'while 5 
thoſe who have naturally an equal Title, pine for my 12 
Superfluity? The pooreſt Wretches who beg my Cha- m1 
rity, are endued with the ſame: Faculties of taſting and of 
* | ſmelling as myſelf; they are equally ſuſceptible of Cold du 
and Hunger; they are born Citizens of the World, 
however diſtreſſed and abject, and conſequently have a 
Right to find Subſiſtence in it. Whether I am fond of 
ſquandering my Income, as you term it, or not, the 
| Method in which I wiſh-to perform good Aae * 
17 | leren 


** . 
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ferent to that of others; to wait till your Bounty is 
petitioned. for, is an Encouragement to inſolent Lazi- 
neſs, and totally ſubverſive of that which ſhould be a 
rincipal Object, to confer Rewards on modeſt: Merit. 
| wiſh not to ſhock any one, and to me it is the —_—_— 
Pleaſure to unveil the concealed Scenes of Miſery; 
wiſh to ſoften the hard- Fate of the wretched, and to make 
tune. It is the greateſt Joy to draw modeſt Merit out of 
that Obſcurity which Foverty always clouds it with; 
the moſt permanent Satisfaction is to ſurpriſe a worth 
Perſon into Happineſs; and give a new Life of Gladne 
to expiring Hope. Odjects of my ſmall Favours 
are thoſe who not only appear to me in the greateſt 
Neceſſity, but ſuch as are worthy of my Regard. on Ac- 
count of their good Qualities. Your Apprehenſion 
that my Liberality may outſtrip my Ability, which I 
am willing to attribute to your Tenderneſs, obliges me 
in Gratitude to aſſure you, that I have too much Juſtice 
in my Nature to rob the Perſon who may come after me, 
of any Part of his Birthright. My Steward can inform 


the unhappy Sufferer leſs ſenſible of the 5 of For- 


you that the annual Rents of my Lands content me 


without mortgaging or ſelling a fingle Acre. My Hog 
my Equipage, my Table, and my Apparel, are al 
ſuitable to my Fortune; but being an ( Tconomiſt in 
theſe Matters, I have enough, but not too much of any 
Thing. I am neither impoſed upon nor ill ſerved by 
Tradeſmen, becauſe. I buy with ready Money. As i 


never go to Court, I ſave at leaſt three Birth-Day 


Suits every Year; and the Money which others loſe, or 
are cheated of by Gaming, ſerves to ſupply the Neceſſi- 
ties of many a. Perſon in Diſtreſs. 55 | 

I flatter myſelf, Sir, this Account will convince you 
I amno Prodigal, nor have any Way forfeited the Claim 
my Birthright gives me to your Affection, being deſirous 


of nothing more than to prove myſelf, with the molt. 


dutiful Reſpect and Reverence, 5 
. Your obedient Kinſwoman. . 


% 
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at their Return from the 
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LETTER vii. 

On the Seat of the Soul. Toa Lady from a Gentlemen, 

J Madam, . NE . | 

TT was very late laſt Night before I gave up the 
1 Scheme of a little 1 to Tab e a this 

very Saturday; where, though my Stay would have 


N 
1 
: 


been ſhort, my Satisfaction would have been infinite, as 
I had delighted myſelf with a Proſpect of waiting on you 


back again. But this cannot be, for ſtubborn Buſineſs 
has interpoſed; and the only Amends I can make my- 
ſelf for the | 

with a double Senſe of its Sweetneſs, till I am reſtored 
to the Bleſſing of your real and perſonal Converſation. 
In the mean Time, I have made a Diſcovery, that 
thoſe Philoſophers, who have been puzzling themſelves 
and their Readers with Enquiries after the Seat of the 
Soul, might have been convinced that there is no Part of 
the Body without it. Indeed they ſhould have been 
happy enough to meet with ſome ſuch amiable Compo- 
fition as yours. Whenever you ſpeak, it is in your 
Tongue, and when you are ſilent, it is in your Eyes: 
You never fit down to write, but it deſcends into your 
Fingers. I am certain it was diffuſed over every Part 
of your Letter; not a Line which did not carry the 
Marks of your fine Senſe and your Delicacy ; and yet 
with all this Exceſs of Accompliſhments, you are ſome- 
times a little unjuſt, or you would not have diſapproved 


my Retreat from the Crowd of the World, fince it is 


by ſuch Company as yours that Men are taught to love 
Solitude. There are dy. "ine among the I urks who, 


their Eyes with hot Irons, and ſo ſhut out, by a volun- 


tary Blindneſs, all leſs holy and common Objects. 
There is a much more provoking Deſcent from Mrs: 


r's Converſation down to that of the World; 

and the only Way for a Man to be happy, who has once 
enjoyed that Bleſſing, and muſt not continue to enjoy 
it for ever, is by declining all other Society, to eſcape the 
Mortification of too remote a Compariſon; where, "ou 


3 


Diſappointment is, to dwell on your Idea 


emple of their Prophet, burn 
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the Modeſty of the Woman, is mixed the Tenderneſs 
of the Friend ; where Frugality only limits Generofity, 
and Wiſdom carries Caution dreſſed in the Air of the 
moſt affable Openneſs; where Experience and Conduct 
in Life, inſtead of tg ſome Shadow of Vanity, 
ſerve only to ſtrengthen Humility, and the Memory 
ſuffers - nothing to eſcape but Remembrance of Anger 
and Injuries; where, to all theſe endearing Charms of 
the Mind, a Perſon 1s added which looks as if Heaven 
had made it on Purpoſe to deſerve and become ſuch a 
Spirit; = who that ſees, and hears, and thinks, would be 
abſent from ſuch an Union of Lovelineſs? For my Part, 
I can never reflect on theſe enchanting Truths, without 


finding ſome new Reaſon for Nie myſelf, with un- 


pect, 

Madam, | 
Your moſt faithful 5M 
And devoted Servant. 


changeable and increaſing Re 


LETTER N. 
From a Lady juſt recovered from a violent Fit of Sickneſs. 
My dear Friend, | . 


6 I poſſibly imagine that my Illneſs ſhould : 


o much affect your gay and ſprightly Temper as to, 
make ſuch a Change in your Diſpoſition! How endear- 
ing is that tender Concern, that pleaſing Warmth of 


Affection with which you intereſt yourſelf in my Diſ- 


order, and endeavour to ſupport my Spirits by ſoothin 
Sympathies, the reviving 8 of Friendſhip 
For though it is now two Months ſince I was ſeized with 
a Fever, I have yet hardly Strength to write to you; 
but I cannot forbear making an Attempt to remove your 
Fears, by telling you as ſoon as poſſible that at laſt I am 
out of Danger. I have lately a near Proſpect of 
Death; but while I ſtood upon the Verge of that awful 
State, that undiſcovered Country © from whoſe Bourn 


* no Traveller returns,” I felt my Mind calm and ſerene, 


as if charmed with the inſpiring Harmony of ſome an- 
E 2 | gelic 
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gelic Choir. All before me was Extaſy, the moſt tranſ- 

orting Extaſy : Raptures unutterable, Delights bound- 
leſs and eternal! But my Intervals of Senſe were ſhort, 
and diſturbed with Pain; I was. almoſt continually de- 
lirious, and in theſe Diſtractions of Mind, inceſſantly 
repeated the beloved Name of my dear Frederic. 3 

ave. him the tendereſt Epithets; and wrapt in a fond 
Deluſion of Thought, J fancied he walked with me 
through the moſt 2 U Scenes Imagination could 
paint, uttering the ſofteſt, the moſt melting Words, and 
to which I replied in Terms full of the fame. paſſionate 


Tenderneſs. The whole Family were Witneſſes of 


theſe wild Rovings of Fancy, which cannot fail of raiſing 
ſome Suſpicions of what 1 have endeavoured, with the 


utmoſt Care, to conceal. Amelia only has hitherto 
taken Notice of it; but how Frederic conducted him- 


ſelf I am yet altogether unacquainted, nor have 1 dared 
to enquire. I find, my dear Friend, that I muſt break 
off; a painful Languor depreſſes my Spirits, and I am 
too. much fatigued to proceed. If what I write is either 
unintelligibly obſcure, or more than commonly inco- 
herent, a trembling Hand and giddy Head muſt excuſe 
me; but however indiſpoſed I am, ſo long as I can hold 
a Pen I ſhall ſubſcribe myſelf, OE El 


Dear Madam 
Yours very ſincerely, 
HokArIO. 
n TEE TÞR A 


From a Lady in Toton to her Friend in the Country. 5 
My dear Maria, 5x1! 4 ; « 5 17 RY | AM 
| Gs and giddy as I am, I begin now to feel that Life 

_I muſt have its Sorrows; and I conſider it as doubly 
unfortunate that the firſt Shaft ſhould come; though in- 
nocently, from you. Perhaps you will think me ro- 
mantic, and with Juſtice, when I tell you that ſo much 
did I long to e gage in an, epiſtolary Correſpondence, 
that it ſeemed to make Amends for my parting with you. 


% 
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I thought of nothing but the Pleaſure of writing every 
Secret of my Heart to my Friend, and of the delightful 
Expe cation to watch the Coming of the Poſtman, who 
is to bring a like Return from her. But, alas! I am 
now convinced that I could tell you every Thing much 
better than I can write it, and that the Poſtman frequently 
brings Diſappointment along with him. LI had alſo, I 
believe, a little ſecret Vanity in imagining that I ſhould 
turn out an'excellent Letter-W riter, and 1 wiſhed for an 
Opportunity of exerting my epiſtolary Talents. Theſe 
Relections played upon my Fancy, and enabled me to 
keep up my Spirits at your Departure; and ſuch was 
my Inſenſibility, that I thought the Coach did not move 
with ſufficient Rapidity, every Moment ſeeming an Hout 
till I received a Letter from you; and my Impatience 
in opening the Letter was ſuch as occaſioned me to 
tear it in ſuch a Manner, that I was obliged to hold it 
with great Care and Steadineſs to be able to read it. 
could not wait for the Servant to open the Door to the 
Poſtman, but flew to it myſelf; and being too eager 
to retire into the Parlour with my Treaſure, I tore it 
open in the Veſtibule, and juſt as I had devoured the 
firſt Line, a Guſt of Wind bore it rapidly from my 
Hand into the Garden. In its Flight it was divided into 
three Pieces, and I grew almoſt diſtracted ; but at length 
they were collected together, and this long- expected 
Letter made me burſt into Tears. The Loſs of a Friend, 
who had ſuch an Affection for me, I then felt to be a 
very great one. In deſcribing 2 own Feelings and 
Situation, you give an exact Repreſentation of mine; 
and when I read of the Tears which bedewed your 
Cheeks at ſeparating, I am ſuddenly prevented from 
reading any farther by my own. This is an exact and 
true dtate of my Feelings at this Moment; and I can 
only tell you how much I love you, how ſincerely I re- 
gret your Abſence, how much I with for your Hap- 
pineſs, and with what real Affection I am, + ſs 


18 Yours, &. 


* 


Ez e 
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From a Lady abroad, deſcribing the Puniſhment | of @ Vainy 
. impertinent Coxcomb. 1 


Dear Madam, | 
Am, in the firſt Place, to return you Thanks for the 
Civility you ſhew to my Friend, for as I ſuppoſed his 

Converſation would pleaſe you, and as I find Lon not 
miſtaken, can hardly repent the ſending him, But he 
has ill requited the Happineſs. I procured him of your 


Acquaintance, by the idle Story he has told you of the. 
entleman you were ſo merry about; I ſhould rather 


 fay, ſo grave, for I could almoſt think you in earneſt 
though 1 would not willingly think fo, becauſe it would 
make me angry. You fay © you hope ſoon to wiſh me 
Joy, as you hear the Gentleman has a Title, a Ribbon, 
* a pompous Equipage, and a great Eſtate.” Can you 
have ſo mean and contemptible a Thought of me, to 
imagine theſe would be of any Weight? To me they 
have no Charms, where that tender Monitor, the Heart, 
attends not the Choice of the Perſon who is to confer the 
Honour; and if that is reluctant, it muſt be either a 
ſordid Soul or a very trifling Mind, which can be charm- 
ed with what is ſo often the Decoration of a Fool or 


nave. I mea no Reflection on the Perſon in Queſtion; 


the Man has great Merit, I believe, but ſo had my 
Grandfather, though I ſhould not have thought of mar- 
; Wine him. You may think, perhaps, there is ſome 

Truth in this Aﬀair, becauſe I ſeem to fire a good Deal 
upon it. I own he has run through all the Nonſenſe 
which Men believe to be pleaſing to our Sex, and has 
really taken Pains to convince me he has an Affection. 
This I ſhould not have expected from one of his Coun- 
try, as they are not uſed to Ladies who either expect or 
deſire THAT to be an Ingredient in Matrimony ; for 
when they find an Eſtate and Title, they go through all 
that is to follow with great Indifference, and have no 
Idea what you mean by ſaying that you would not marry 
a Man becauſe you could not love him; I am convinced 


by ſome grave Lectures on this Occaſion, that our own 
| | Country 
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Country produces People who think like them; a Mind 
well adorned with what is commonly called torlaly, ſeems 
to think all Conſiderations, but thoſe of Fortune, ro- 
mantic. I muſt give you a Specimen of the Delicacy of 
our northern Beaux and Belles, 2 your Prudery (I 
beg Pardon, your Prudence, I ſhould have ſaid) frights 
me; but I cannot reſiſt, and therefore pop your Fan 
immediately before your Face, for I am going to begin, 
A young Fellow of Faſhion, who has made the Tour of 
France, &c. fell in Company, at his Return, with three 
or four pretty Women at a Friend's Houſe. He there 
danced, ſung, laughed, was very free with the Ladies, 
and behaved a-la- mode de Paris; and as he aſſured the 
gazing Audience of his Airs, his next Step was to brag 
of their Fondneſs for him, and the Paſſion with which 
he had inſpired each of them. He repeated this in all 
Companies, till at laſt it reached the Ears of their Huſ- 
bands (for they were all married 3 for ſome 
Time they brooded over it in melancholy Silence, and 
at laſt in a ſurly Way expreſſed the Cauſe of their 
Ill-humour in plain Terms. The Ladies deſired he 
might be brought with them before the Huſbands; and 
all theſe loving Couples agreed that one of the Nymphs 
ſhould invite him to ſup at her Houſe, without ſaying 
who was to be there. He flew on the Wings of Love to 
the Rendezvous, and was received with great Gaiety; 
but in the Height of his Raptures ſhe reproached him 
with the Speeches he had made, which he denied. At 
that Inſtant all the Ladies and their Huſbands came in, 
Witneſſes of his Guilt were produced, and he was _ | 
convicted. The Huſbands pronounced Sentence, whic 

was, that the Ladies ſhould whip him, to teach him 
Truth and better Manners ; and ſome ſay, they actually 
did ſo, whilſt others aſſert that they ordered their Maids 
to do it, but it is certain that the Puniſhment was in- 
flicted with ſo much . ye as to oblige him to keep his 
Bed for ſome Days. this Specimen you may judge 
of the State of Gallantry in this northern Climate. Adieu. 


Yours, _ 


"Eng LET 


* © 
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From a Gentleman in Town to his Friend, ridiculing his 
HI cara Method of ſpending Time. £ 


I Called yeſterday, my dear Afhton, at your Siſter's, 
in Expectation of ſeeing you; but I found you had 
ſtolen a March upon us, and are gone to the 3 
From the Counteſs of L's Deſcription, you are highly 
pleaſed with your preſent Situation; ſhe was in Raptures 
when ſhe related it. And ſo you can ſubmit to play at 
Queſtions and Commands with a Company. of raw Girls 
Upon my Honour, a moſt manly Amuſement ! I could 
not help laughing at the Solemnity with which they 
were treated by your Siſter, who certainly thinks you 
ate in the Land of Wonders. And to act Plays too with 
theſe Country Wenches! This is keeping up the Frolic, 
indeed! But I offer no Diſſuaſives. If we can but pleaſe 
ourſelves,” the Object which pleaſes us is of little Conſe- 
quence. Among Children we muſt play like Children, 
and in the Country as they do in the Country; for I do 
not ſee what other Amuſements you can find where you 
are now, and it is beſt to be ſatisfied with what we can 
get. I ſhould be exceſſively pleaſed with a Deſcription 
of ſome of theſe original Characters you have an Oppor- 
tunity of obſerving ; their Perſons would divert me more 


than their Amuſements; but I do not think I ſhould bury 


_ myfelf in this Manner, when there is generally ſuch 
agreeable Company at the Rooms. They were ho- 
- Houred laſt Seaſon with the Preſence of the Dutcheſs of 
D. and the Counteſs of B. but if you prefer Mrs. dor- 
ton's Company, pray continue there. I acknowledge 
ſhe is a Woman of Senſe, yet ſhe wants that Politenels, 
that Elegance of Manner, without whith, at her Ages J 
cannot think ſhe can be agreeable. If theſe muſt be the 
Conditions, may I ever be baniſhed from public Places! 
What is a Woman without perſonal Accompliſhments ? 
Some Women begin to talk gravely about Reaſon, when 
they can no longer talk of their Beauty. Theſe female 
Reaſoners, theſe Daughters of Age and Uglineſs, may 
be tolerated for a Time, but we cannot always be * 
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verted with what is ridiculous; and if we can raiſe a 
Smile at firſt, we are diſguſted. afterwards. Lady L. 
has told me a great Deal about theſe Miſs Truemans, 
whom [I can exactly figure to myſelf as unpoliſhed, re- 
ſerved, queer Animals, But however, if they are pretty, 
you may paſs two or three Months away in their Com- 


pany. Adieu, my dear Aſhton, I am glad to hear of 


your Recovery, 


— 


LETTER XII. 
In Anſwer to the preceding. 


I Pity you, Temple, for knowing no Pleaſures but thoſe 
0 


Art, and for your Inſenſibility to thoſe I now en- 
joy. My Siſter has not deceived you. I never was 
more happy than at preſent, ſituated as I am in fo re- 
ſpectable, fl delightful] a Society; yes, I repeat it, ſo 
delightful a Society. If it is to you inſipid, you muſt be 
very unhappy ; but in Spite of yourſelf you could not but 
eſteem it, With what Indifference do you ſpeak of the 
Miſs Truemans ? You muſt ſurely be ignorant of their 
Rank, and ſtill more of their excellent Qualities. The 
eldeſt, in particular, is worthy the Regard and Attach- 
ment of every Man who has an adequate Senfe of her 
Merit. She has Wit without making Pretenſions to it; 
ſhe has the fineſt Features, which difcover the fineſt Soul 
and ſhe has Talents which aſtoniſh me. When ſhe ſings, 
it is with a Grace that Nature alone could have given 
her; ſhe is a great Proficient in Muſic, and plays excel- 
lently on the Harpſichord. I have fo you an Opinion 
of your Taſte, at leaſt, that if you had ſeen her in the 
Character of Zara, I am certain you could not have re- 
frained from Tears, and Tears are the trueſt Applauſe. 
Her Goodnefs of Heart is the more adorable, as it is un- 
common ; and ſhe appears likewife to- have had the 
Advantage of acquired Accompliſhments. She makes 
no Parade of her Knowledge, nor does fhe affectedly 
conceal it. In ſhort, I never beheld a more amiable 
Perſon. Rectify then the * Ideas you have 3 
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of this young Lady and her Siſters, whoſe Birth, Edu- 
cation, Beauty, and Virtue, merit every Encomium 
which can be conferred. Adieu, . 

5 Yours. 


„ 


LETTER XIV. 
From a Country Girl in Diftreſs to a Lady, requeſting a 
„ avour. F750 | 


Honoured Madam, 7 


8 this Interruption from à poor Girl in 
IX Deſpair, who being ignorant what to do, has taken 
the Liberty of addreſſing herſelf to your Benevolence; 
for you, Madam, are never weary of comforting the 
afflicted, and I am ſo unfortunate that I have tired all but 
God —_— and you with my Complaints. I am 
very forry I was obliged to leave the Miſtreſs you had 
been ſo kind to put me Apprentice to, but on my Mo- 
ther's Death (which happened this Winter) I was obliged 
to return Home to my poor Father, who is confined to 
his Bed by the Palſy. at forgotten the Ad- 
vice you gave my Mother, to try to ſettle me with ſome 
honeſt Man, who might be of Uſe to the Family. James 
Edwards (formerly in your Father's Service) is a very 
ſober, diſcreet Perſon, Maſter of a good Trade, and has 
taken a Liking to me; and having been already ſo much 


indebted to your Bounty, I did not dare to apply to 


you for any farther Aſſiſtance, ſo that he has been our 
whole Support during the Winter. He was to have 
married me this Spring, and indeed ſet his Heart upon it; 
but I have been ſo teazed for three Years Rent due laſt 
Eaſter, that not knowing where (5 55 ſo much Money, 
the young Man enliſted at once in Mr. Molyneux's Com- 
pany, and brought me all the Money he had received 
for enliſting. Molyneux ſtays at Andover about a 
Week longer, and James Edwards is to ſet out in three 
or four Days with the reft of the Recruits. We have 
therefore neither Time nor Money to marry, and he 1s 
going to leave me without any Help. If through yo 
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Intereſt or my Lord's, five or ſix Weeks longer might be 
given us, we would endeayour in that Time either to' 
t married, or repay the young Man his Money ; but. 
E am ſure he can never be prevailed upon to take. the 
Money again. This l I received ſome great 
Offers from a very rich Gentleman, but, thank God, I 
have refuſed them. He told me he would come again To- 
morrow to know my Mind, but I defired him not to 
give himſelf ſo much Trouble, and that he knew it al- 
ready, By God's Aſſiſtance, he ſhall have the ſame 
Anſwer To-morrow. I might indeed apply to the Pa- 
riſh ; but one is ſo much deſpiſed after that, and my 
Misfortunes are better than ſuch a Relief. James Ed- 
wards alſo has too much Pride to think of me after this, 
Forgive the Liberty | have taken; for you are the onl 
Perfon I could think of, and I feel myſelf ſo much diſ- 
treſſed that I can write no by os about it. * 8 
Your humble Servant to command, 
| ALICE CONYERS, 


— „ . & 


LETTER XV. 
From the Lady, in Anſwer. 


I Have been wanting in Point of Memory, and you, 
Alice, have been deficient in your Confidence in me. 
Indeed we have both been to blame, but I am the moſt 
inexcuſable. However, I ſhall now endeavour to repair 
the Injury which my Neglect may have occaſioned. 
Bab, the Bearer of this, has Orders to ſatisfy your more 
immediate Wants, and will be with you again To- 
morrow, for fear the. Gentleman ſhould return. My 
Couſin and I propoſe calling on you in the Evening, for 
I know you cannot leave your poor Father alone, and 
indeed I ſhall be glad of this Opportunity to inſpect 
your CEconomy a little. You need not be uneaſy on 
Account of James Edwards; my Father is from Home, 
but we ſhall do all we can towards his immediate Re- 
leaſe. Be aſſured that I will neither forget you nor your 

26 generous 
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generous Lover. Adieu, Alice, and nay God ever 
leſs you. I think you much in the right for not having 
Recourſe to public Charity; ſuch Steps as theſe are 
never to be taken, while the Hearts and Purſes of In- 
dividuals are open and acceſſible. . Bed 


„ 4 


[4 4 1 . 1 
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On the State of Life and Manners in different Ages. 
My Lord, Fu 


THE different Reflections which your Lordſhip has 
1 made upott the different Ages which have paſſed 
from the Beginning of the World, are worthy of your 
| Genius. I think I ſee Reaſon weighing all theſe Ages, 
ſome like Ingots, others like Leaves of Tinſel ; there 
are ſome ſo ſordid, and ſome ſo light, that they make the 
moſt aſtoniſhing Contraſt. The preſent, without Con- 
tradition, is more marked than any other by its Light- 
neſs ; but it ſeduces and it pleaſes, and we find it agree- 
able in Spite of ourſelves. Indeed our Anceſtors would 
have murmured, and with Reaſon ; but if they had lived 
in our Times, they would have been as well amuſed 
with our trifling Diſcourſe and airy Writers as we are. 
The French have more or leſs tinctured the ſeveral Na- 
tions of Europe with their Converſation and their Man- 
ners; but their Prettineſs, though it might have offended 
the ſuperior Taſte of ancient Manners, is now conſidered 
at leaſt with a forgiving Eye. There is no Evil but 

may be found colleCtively in all Ages; there are Sparks 
and Flames, Lilies and Blue-bottles, Rains and Dews, 
Stars and Meteors, Rivers and Rivulets, which is a 
perfect Picture of Nature; and to judge of the World 
and of Times, you muſt unite the different Views, and 
make but one Piece of the whole. It is the Variety of 
Ages which helps us to judge, without which there would 

be no comparing. We may prefer living in an Age 
* which preſents nothing to View but what is great; but we 
muſt take the Times as they come, and not continually 
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tie ourſelves to the Chariot-wheels of the Ancients. We 
ſhould endeavour to preſerve their "Taſte, and we ſball. 
have nothing to fear from our own Futility. We cannot 
took without a Degree of Horror upon the Gulph from 


whence the Ages iſſue, and into which they are preci- 


itating, What a Number of Years, Months, Days, 


ours, Minutes, and Seconds, are abſorbed by Eternity, 


which is always the ſame, and remains immoveable in 
the Midſt of Changes and Revolutions ! It is a Rock in 
the Midſt of the Sea, againſt which the Waves beat in 
vain. We are but like Grains of Sand with which the 
Wind ſporteth, if we do not attach ourſelves I 
to that Point of Support. It is there your Lordſhip ha 
caſt Anchor; it is that which has made you undertake ſo 
many learned Writings, which all Europe admires. and 
Religion applauds. 'I-read your Account of your Tra- 
vels as much as I can, that I may make my Thoughts 
range, though my Body is 3 ; for nothing opens 
the Mind ſo much. I beg Leave only 
JFF 
With the moſt profound Reſpect, 


LETTER XVII. 
1 From a Lady at Bath to ber Friend in Town... | 


OU muſt remember, my dear Emily, an Obſerva- 
1 tion which I uſed continually to repeat when we 
were together, of the Truth of which I am now equally. 
ſenſible, that between us both a Character might be 
formed of uncommon, Merit. It would be Affectation in 
me to pretend to be inſenſible to the few Qualifications I 
poſſeſs; and if the little Good there is in me were added 
to the great Good there is in you, with your Figure and 
Beauty, the Man, I believe, muſt travel far who would 
find ſuch another. You want nothing but a little of my 
Indiſpoſition to what is called Pleaſure; and if I could 
receive a ſmall Communication of your Gaiety of Spirit, 


it 


to add that I am, 


Your Lordſhip's very humble Servant. | 


——— — — * — 
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it might be better for me. But this I know, that the 


little Good 1 have is exactly what you want, and per- 


haps a ſmart Diſappointment or two will teach it you. 
Though my Recital of the various Means of Pleaſure 
gives ſuch a wild Activity to your Imagination, it has 
not inſpired me with a ſingle Idea of Satisfaction. A 
tew Concerts will be all I ſhall indulge myſelf with; and 
perhaps one Ball may be added on 8 partir Occaſion, 
juſt. to ſee how the gay and fine World appears, what 


are the new Whims of Faſhion, and to prevent my being. 
ridiculous from the Want of knowing them. And ſo 


you have been twice at Ranelagh, with a Crowd of Ad- 
mirers into the Bargain, and 1 not forgotten! A ſteady 


Friendſhip, how amiable it is? But I did not ſend you 
Guide to ſtudy, but to fave myſelf the Trouble 


the Bath 
of tranſlating my Expreſſions whenever they might allude 


to the Cuſtoms and Amuſements of the Place, or the 


Place itſelf. I defire you never more to look into it, 
but when any Part of my Letters may refer to what is 
unintelligible to you; or J ſhall be obliged to counteract 


the Intemperance of your Satisfaction in reading it by 
ook 


ſome little Hiſtories and Obſervations which the 
does not mention. I will venture to ſay, that before you 
had been here a Week, you would experience ſome 
Mortifications that would bring down your Spirits, un- 
leſs Mamma took great Care of her dear Child. You 
will exclaim, I know, What can all this be? Alas! my 
dear Emily, I am but a very few Years older than you, 
and yet I could give you an Anſwer to the Queſtion 
which would make you look grave. But J ſhall only tell 
you at preſent, that we have taken a charming little 
ouſe, in a very pleaſant Situation, and I have already 
fixed upon an Apartment for you, if you ſhould con- 
tinue in the ſame Deſire of viſiting Bath. I know who 
is a ſpoiled Girl, that has got a Mamma who cannot 
deny her any Thing; ſo that before the next W inter is 
paſt, I may embrace you here, which will be a Pleaſure 


* 


not to be expreſſed by your affectionate 
5 HARRTIOT WILLIAMS. 
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LETTER XVII. 


On rural Diverſions. From a Gentleman to a Lady. 
OUR elegant Epiſtle, my dear Madam, finds me 
Y in that Health its Writer ſo kindly wiſhes me, but 
not quite in that State of Happineſs which would ſatisfy 
her 3 The Jollity of the Place, however 
ſuitable to the Perſons engaged in it, is rather too 


boiſterous for me, though it is neither polluted with In- 


decency, nor diſgraced by Intemperance. If my Viſit 
had not interrupted my Bath Satisfactions, it would have 
been a very pleaſant one; I muſt therefore with myſelf 
back again, in Spite of the Kindneſs, Attention, and 
Reſpect, which is laviſhed upon me by every Body. 


- But why are you not to be in Hampſhire this Summer ? 


that I might pay you a Viſit in your Village, and ſee 
our Lamb at your Feet, and lay myſelf down by the 
bile of it. What a Picture! but did it not die when 
you left it behind? and thus preſerve itſelf from the ſa- 
crilegious Knife of the Butcher. By the Bye, I faved a 
oung Hare, from the Jaws of Deſtruction,” and having 
— its Preſerver, I took it into my Head or my Heart, 
which you pleaſe, to be alſo its Protector. The little 
Creature is become tame, and feeds out of my Hand, as 
if it were ſenſible of my Services. Should you be fond 
of ſuch an Animal? Tell me ſo, and it ſhall accompan 
me to Bath to call you Miſtreſs. =y; fuck an Act, 
ſhall make full Amends for having ed in deſtroying 
ſo many of its Species. But Hunting is a very ani- 
mating Exerciſe, which I purſue with no ſmall Pleaſure, 
The Delirium of it is charming, and the returning Home 
to blazing Fires, a plentiful Board, and chearful Com- 
pany, adds not a little to the Delights of it. You and 
your Harpſichord would be an inexpreſſible Addition to 
our Evenin 85, and I believe would ſuperſede all the reſt. 
But I muſt have done! The Hounds and Horns call me 


away. This is a ſtrange Adieu, and with this Letter m 
Interval of Reaſon concludes. In another Hour Iſh 
be animated by the Tumults and Cry of the Dogs and 
the Hunters. But whether I ſkirt the Hill, or fink the 
Vale, I ſhall ever think of you. Again adieu 85 
ours. 
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4 familiar Epiſtle from a Lad abraad to her Friend in 


MIT 4 51 155 ENGLAND. + ; 
Thank you for the Chairs. They are very pretty 
Jn I am hard at Work; but fince you command, 
ſhall continue my long Letters to you, though I won- 
der you ſhould deſire more than two Lines after you 


have had fo many tedious Epiſtles, I fancy them to be 


like Gabriel John, that has a Preface and a Poſtſcript, 
and a little ſomething between, wherein the principal 
Part of the Book comes in by the Bye. You aſk me, 
How I ſpend my Time? Ill give you a Journal of one 
Day, and fo few Incidents happen to make any Varia- 
tion, that you may gueſs by that what I have been doing 
ever ſince J left the neſehbourly Society. I riſe at fix, 
ſo ungenteel I ami grown, and have done looking about 
and giving Orders in the Family to come to Breakfaſt 
by eight. When that is over, I ſpend an Hour with my 
Inſtructor in French, then retire to my Room, and either 
work or read till twelve, when J dreſs for Dinner at one; 
after Dinner we chat a little, and then I work or read 
again till ſix, when we either go out to take the Air in 


the Coach, or walk till eight. At this Hour we al- 
ways ſup, and go to Bed at ten. The Country about 


this City is fine; Woods, Water, and Corn-Fields 
compoſe a ſweet Landſcape. - But as the Gentlemen 
have much more Converſation than Women, they are 
-often engaged; ſo that I frequently drive out by my- 
ſelf to Appearance, but then, Madam, you are my 
conſtant Companion. In one of theſe Rambles we (that 
is, yourſelf and I) found out a Houſe, now uninhabited, 
formerly the Reſidence of a favourite Nobleman; it 
ſands in a fine Lawn, with a large Pond before, and 
another behind it, and the Lawn ſurrounded with thick 
Woods, through which there is no regular Walk. You 
pop into it through ſeveral Windings, quite natural. 

ere we often alight and walk; but I have one Alloy to 
that Pleaſure, a vaſt many Frogs. You. cry, What 
Affectation! to be afraid of a poor Frog! but 3 
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that I can no more conquer my Averſion to them, than 
ou can yours to an importunate Lover, though I really 
lieve neither of them deſign to hurt us. I expect 1 
Return a Deſcription of the ſweet Habitation, where 
ſuppoſe this will find you, as I was ſo often diſappointed 
os ſeeing it, though ſo civilly invited by the generous 
Owner, to whom J am, as well as to you, Madam, 


Yours ever. 


"AY — 


£ LETTER XX. "= 
A facetious Expoſtulation from a Lady to her Friend, oc- 


caſioned by her not receiving a Letter. 

My dear Amelia, 

Have juſt now found out that human Nature is ex- 
tremely partial and ſelfiſh, if not gently corrected by 

eaſon. I have fadly lamented not having heard from 
you in three ſucceſſive Poſts, and to my Shame muſt 
own, that at firſt I wiſhed rather to attribute your Si- 
lence to any Thing than Want of Friendſhip. But on 
reflecting more deliberately, I retracted the narrow and 
intereſted Ambition, and bluſhed to think of how little 
Conſequence my Peace of Mind was m Competition 


with a thouſand Accidents which might happen to your- 


ſelf; theſe might oblige you to forget a Perſon no. other 
Way worthy of the Favours you have honoured me 
with, than by: the ſincere and grateful Senſe I have of 
them. I am grown fo very humble, that one Line af- 
ſuring me you are in Health, and that nothing has fallen 
out of It to you, will zow make me perfectly eaſy; 
whereas a Month ago I ſhould have complained to fee 
pov Name ſubſcribed at the Bottom of a Folio Sheet. 
ut ſo unpleaſant a Thing it is to be ſtarved, that the 
quarter Part of a Duodecimo would content me. I 
rioted in the Plenitude of your Wit and Good-Nature, 
but being ſo long deprived of any Part, will make me 
thankful for the ſmalleſt Crumbs which fall from that 
Abundance you: pour forth to others. But I ſtill flatter 
myſelf you will not take me at my Word, and that when 
| you 


* 
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you do write, your Letter will be copious enough ta 
make Atonement for all paſt Omiſſions, which, as —— 5 
calculated, cannot be leſs than three whole Sheets of the fe 
largeſt imperial Paper you can procure. | I have no e 
News to acquaint 1 but that I ſhall ſhortly be | 

obliged to leave this Place. I am ſinking again into my 
own ſelfiſn Views; but though I know it highly unrea- 
ſonable to deſire you ſhould devote fo much of your 
Time in a Place where you may employ it in much 
more agreeable Amuſements, yet, know that. nothing 


is ſo N to yourſelf as to pleaſe others. In this On 
| —.—— depend on my Requeſt being granted, as 
I am certain you alſo know that the continual Aſſurances ! 
of your Friendſhip make the greateſt Happineſs of, my 
nar Amelins if hs „ 
Yours, &c. . 1 
Hon ATA. 


ak by" ” = 83 n . = 
Sr 


4n help for the preceding Letter, acknowledging the 


ceipt of fame Letters after it was ent. \ n 

$ My dear Amelia, ; 7 6.4 i. Bo 0 F 1 

VO will receive from me both an Accuſation and be 
Recantation at the ſame Time. I thought I had 1 

Reaſon to make the former; but the latter I am ſure I ts 
have. I did not conſider that the Ocean was between dc 
us, nor that the Quarrels of Princes interfered with our te 
Friendſhip. Mine was juſt ſent to the Poſt when yours F 
was brought me, and by their Dates I ns my * 
Error. I could not bear you ſhould ſee the raſh Judg- p 
ment I had paſſed, without ſeeing at the ſame Time my p 
Conviction and Shame; but I ſhall leave my Tranſgreſ- 1 
ſion to be excuſed by the Motive. I ſhall therefore reſt * 
ſatisfied till your next takes away all Room for Doubt. i 
The — Account you give me I thank you for; h 
the Story is very entertaining; but your A en f 

. renders every Thing ſo you treat upon. I have no : 

. Time to expatiate on its Beauties, nor to conſider them h 
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as I ought; but as I fear being too late for the Poſt, I 
can only tell you that I am, with the moſt unfeigned 
Regard, my dear 'Amelia, 7 3 Me nd of 
| 1 9 7 | 85 f Rh Yours | Ko. 2 1 þ 4 : 
%% 0 7» Pe 
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On the diſagreeable Conſequences falſe Breeding is fre- 
e, oe Productide . D | 


My tear S,, 


E frequently meet with People in the World who, 
W by my imitating Manners which — — 
not been accuſtomed to, render themſelves extremely ri- 
diculous, but equally troubleſome to 1 The Af- 
fectation of Good - breeding without the Reality produces 
a thouſand Impertinences, to which I know not if a 
downright Abruptneſs of Behaviour is not preferable. 
Parents miſtake but too generally in this Matter. The 
Accompliſhments which Perſons of Condition uſually 


give their Children, do not conſtitute the whole of Good- - 
breeding, though Bay 


very much contribute towards it. 
True Politeneſs is not a Science to be learned in Schools; 
for Nature muſt beſtow a Genius, and that Genius muſt. 
be improved by « 

and hei — by Freedom of Converſation with Per- 


ſons of Taſte. It is an Enemy to all kind of Conſtraint, 


does every Thing with Baſe, and though it is ſure never 
to offend, it is never at the Expence of Flattery to oblige. 


Form and Ceremony, Things which many People ſtudy, 


and take fo much Pains to be well verſed in all their 
Punctilios, ſpoil the beſt Education, and make every 
Perſon who practiſes them diſagreeable and tireſome. 
The other Day I had a Viſit from one of theſe fine-bred 
Women, hs Lows of our Friend Sir James mg, I 
received her in a Manner ſuitable to the Character I had 


heard of her, but found myſelf at a Loſs either to look or 
ſpeak before her. She ſo peſtered me with Compliments 
Aſſurances of the great Senſe of the high Honour 1 


had done her, in permitting her to wait upon me, her 


reading Works of Delicacy and Spirit, 
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had ſcarce a Word to anſwer in Ręturn. In Hopes of 
gaining a Moment's Truce, 1 offered her a Pinch of 
Snuff, but ſhe muſt draw on her right Hand Glove, as . 
ſhe could not be ſo rude to touch it with her naked 185 
Eingers. 7 At Tea, which I called for ſooner than was 
— me edgy rad to ſhorten her Viſit, I had unfortu- 
in her Cup, without. aſking whether 
Hou Med 0 it or wy but Sir James had not obſerved this, 
and remarking' his Lady's Right of Jud ent of the 
Flavour of the Tea, which he had "as: the: moſt 
excellent ſhe had ever taſted, becauſe wet it without 
Sugar; the Indecorum T had been ſes of in not con- 
o—_ her Palate immediately occurred: to me, and 1 
ed her Pardon, She was terribly confuſed, and blamed 
ir James for mentioning. it; to Which he honeſtly re- 
plied, that he was quite ignorant of it, but that he had 
1 Reaſon to be ſurpriſzd at her drinking what 
ſhe N 2 rſe to, when it might be prevent 1 10 
ſingle W She apologized. for her d's Ab- 
ruptneſs, = the e it, and attributed her own Con. 
duct to Gaod-breeding: Though I differed from her, I 
vas not deſirous of continuing the Diſpute. When they 
took Leave, I waited on them to the Head of the Stair. 
caſe; but Jon ns oe good Lady fo _—_ — EY to "1 ham 
me, and P ſo many urtiies, my Knees 
_ achied. for- an Baur 2 after b he 1 them. y Ob- 
is to warn your youngeſt Bets juſt rome i from the 
ding School, not to male is oyerſt 20M» | 
laiſanee for true Politeneſs. 0 the g of a 
2 Governeſs, ſhe may po ibly have acq wy a 
Stiſfneſs of Behaviour ; this muſt. fofte nod by Time 
into a more eaſy Habit, or. | No the Accompliſhments 
will be rend WN Fa TED of. e diſ- 
Ante, 82 „„ 2 2 
| ce Ian my dear Sir, D foe 4 Pie 
J EE ET TEL 
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LETTER XXIII. 


From a little Lady of fix Years old to her Mother. In th 
Stile of true and artleſs Simpliciß. T 


HERE are you then, Mamma, They ay. at 
Paris which is ſuch a long, long Way off, that 
one muſt ride two Days, all Day long, © reach you, 
Surely; Mamma, you don't intend to go round the 
World? my little Papa is ſet out this Morning for 8o- 
merſetſhire ; my little Grand-papa is gone a hunting; 
and my little Mamma is gone into her Cloſet to write, 
ſo that here is no Body with me but Jenny and the 
Frenchwoman. 198 Mamma, I don't know how . 
it is, but ſince our good Friend has left us, we are al 
ſcattered about ſtrangely. You began firſt, Mamma; 
105 ſoon began to be tired, when you, had no Body left 
to teaze ; but what is Worſe, ſince You are gone, is, that 
my little Mamma is not ſo good-Humpured as when you 
were here. My little Boy is very well; but he does not 
love you, becauſe you did not dance. him yeſterday as 
you uſed to do. As for me, I believe I ſhould love you 
a little Bit ſtill, if you would return quickly that one 
might not be ſo dull, But if you would make it up with 
1 you muſt bring my little Boy ſomething. that 
would pleaſe him, To quiet him indeed would not be 
_ eaſy ; you would be puzzled to know what to do 
with him. O that our good Friend was but here now !. 
for it is as he ſaid, my fine Fan is broke to Pieces, my. 
blue Skirt is torn all to Bits, my white Frock is in Tat- 
ters; my Mittens are not worth a Farthing. Fare you 
well, Mamma, I muſt here end my Letter; for my 
1 | litle Mamma has finiſhed hers, and is coming out of 
« her Cloſet. I think her Eyes are red, but I durſt not 
fy ſo; in reading this, however, ſhe will fee T obſerved” 
it. My good Mamma, you are certainly very naughty 
to make my little Mamma cry. Sat gra BY) BY 
P. S. Give my Love to my Grand-papa, to my 
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Uncles, to my new Aunt and her Mamma, and to every, 

Body; tell them I would kiſs them all, and you tod, 

5 Mamma, but that you are all fo far off I cannot reach 
$4 you, 8 | 1 8 * i 
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On the requifite Dualifications of an Hiftorian. 
DARDON me, my dear Sir, if I cannot join in your 
| Ne of that Hiſtory which you ſo much admire, 
think it is written with too much Warmth, and there 
is every Reaſon for ſuppoſing that the Writer has given 
himſelf up to the Tranſports of his Imagination, when 


he expreſſes himſelf fo zealouſly. Moderation is highly 
neceſſary in an Author, particularly an Hiſtorian, who 


ſhould ſee Things with "Temperance, and weigh them 


with Juſtice. For Hiſtory is not a Poem; there ought 
5 be ſome Flos a few Reflections, a Number of 
| irs, but above all a , An Hiſtorian 
Who is not poſſeſſed of good Senſe, Wit, Fire, and 
Genius, will make but an ine iferent, Writer, Good 
Senſe is wanted to make a proper Selection of Facts, 
Wit to diſplay them, Fire to animate wen and Genius 
to produce Information and Inſtruction. For moſt Hiſ- 
tories are more or leſs accurate, according to the Com- 
plexion of the Hiſtorian. The Man who is all Fire 
relates an Event very differently from him who is cold 
as Ice, and their Accounts of the ſame Thing hear no 
Reſemblance ; hence we daily read and hear Things ex- 
aggerated without the Narrator having any Intention to 
mullead, but, hurried on by an impetuous Imagination, 
be magnihes his Story ſo as to disfigure it altogether. 
There are not two People who ſee the ſame Ce in the 
ſame Light, and expreſs themſelves exactly alike in their 
- Deſcriptions. The Soul is equally wonderful in its Va- 
riety as in its Conceptions. The Soul, 1 and im- 
material as it is, multiplies itſelf as 1 y could be 
divided. When reflect that all theſe Works with which 
our Libraries are filled, iſſue from the Soul, I cannot help 
h . myſelf, and being pleaſed with the Thought 
of my po Seeds of ſ 
| ledge and ſuch extenſive Ideas; and this Sentiment be- 
comes more enliyened, when I reflect that it is the ſame 
Soul which procures me the Happineſs of knowing and 


offenning, 794;' and to be alye.t9 alare you. LOW. Fes 


Dear Sir, 


eſſing within me the Seeds of ſo much Know- 


Yours. "= 


= 
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LETTER Xxv. 
An Application | in Behalf of a poor Soldier. 


VS will allow me, my dear Sir, to jnform you, that 
James Elton is in the greateſt Miſery. I do not 
acquaint you with his being- one of Lord B's Soldiers, 
for that would be a poor 1 itle of Recommendation to 
an Iriſh Officer; but I remind you of his having ſix 
Children, that he has kept his Bed theſe nine Months, 
8 farther, . he is your Bon ef 20M have ow as 
pportunity of gratifying that Generoſity, which chiefly - 
marks your Character, and only ſeeks for Opportunities. 
If you were one of thoſe ordinary Souls who never oblige 
but with Reluctance, I ſhould not think of jmportuning 
you. I am not fond of extorting Benefits; I with them 
to flow freely from their Source, and to have their Prin- 
ciple in Magnanimity. But I think I ſee you ſmile at 
the different Complexions of this Letter from thoſe daily 
written to you by the Gentlemen of your own Profeſſion. 
Such a Signature as mine can have no Merit in your - 
Eyes, except that of ſhewing with what profound Re- 
ſpect I have the Honour to be, | {I IR 
2 7 5 Dear Sir, 


1 1 
7 


Yours. 


LETTER NV 
An entertaining Epiſtle from Biſhop Herring to Mr. 
Duncomb.  . SIE 


* 
4 


Dear Sir, 3 ; p 
| Met your Letter here on my Return from Wales. I 
bleſs God for it, I am come Home quite well, after a 
very romantic, and, upon looking back, I think a moſt 
perllous Journey. It was the Year of my primary Vi- 
tation, and I determined to ſee every Part of my Dio- 
Cele, * To this Purpoſe I mounted my Horſe, and rode 
intrepidly, but flowly, through North Wales to Shrewſ- 


oy 
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bury.” If I ſhould be particular in * Deſeription, I 
am a little afraid-you when thin CLAD playing the Tra- 
veller upon you; but indeed 1 ſtick e to 
Truth: And becauſe-a little Journal of ition 
may be ſome Minutes Amulcmenn I will . the Li- 


5580 ta give ei Wales I remember, on — laſt Year's 
Qure of es, you complimented; me with 
Ede of a re F — le that I am confident ou 
will oof. now; fo 5 ex . ire 
at Cope n, as amid . reary Rocks 
nethſhire. Eon find by i Intiination that m 57 
1 ſcapes are like to be horns different from 255 
a mr dae ; for I talk ſomewhat in the Style of 


5 „ of Antres vaſt, and Deferts idle, — NY 3 8 
8 * ee Rocks, "ME - "whoſe Heals touch 


Pod ; 
% : 


— 


1 5 out upon this adventurous Journgs on a Monday 


Mornin e Biſhops uſu 15 are, by my 
Jhancellor, 3 Secretary or three 
riends, K ch. Servants. The firſt 1 of our Road 
hay. croſs the Foot of a long Ridge of Rocks, and was 
oor a dreary Moraſs, with here and there-a mal dark 
Cottage, a few Sheep, and more Goats. in View, but 
not a Bird to be ſeen, fave now and then a ſolitary Hern 
watching for Frogs. At the End of four of their Miles 
ve got to a fi e where the View of Things 
mended a Jlitt! oad and Time N beguiled 
by travellin; 7. 0 three ee Mlle along the of a fine 
Lake full of N as Glaſs. That Plea- 
ſure over, our Work became very Le . we were 
to mount a Rock, and in many Places over natural Stairs 
of Stone. I fubmitted to this, which they told me was 
but a Taſte of the Country, and to popes me for worſe 
Things to come: However, worſe Things did not 
come that Morning, for As dined ſoon. after. Sat of our 
own Wallet; and our 72 W in à Place of moſt 

| 1 98 Solitude ad de belt beſt 8 for the, Habitation 

onks eng Ba fled 995 in the. World, et we 


male a a. chearful Novelty; of th 10 
me. e Kal 2 75 N 8 we wo e mu yk 
1 2 s wit et Muß 9 


Aae 


at Schelte 


| 


by the Sea, which here indents upon the Countryz!and e 
arrived in r r W rough | * 27 „ 
186 
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too, for there came in a Harper, who ſoon drew about 
* Groupe of Eigures that Hogarth would give any ' 


Price for. 283 in his true Place and At- 
titude—a Man and Woman ſtood before him, ſinging 


to his Inſtrument wildly, but not diſagreeably; a little 


dirty Child was playing with the Bottom of the Harp; 
2 Wont in a ſick Night Cap, banging over the eral 
2 Boy with Crutches, fixed in a ſtaring Attention; and 
a Girl carding Wool in the Chimney, and rocking a 
Cradle with her naked Feet, interrupted in her Buſineſs 


by the Charms of the Myſic ;—all ragged and dirty 


and. 

filently attentive. Theſe Figures gave us a moſt en- 
tertaining e and would N you or any Man of 
Obſervation; and one Reflection gave me particular 


Comfort, That the 115 before us demonſtrated, 


that even here the influential Sun warmed x NI 
and infpired them with Love and Mufic. hen we had 


diſpatched our Meal, and had taken a View of. an old 
Church, very large for that Countr 


Rocks, through which he ſaid our Road lay. It did ſo, 


and in a little Time we came to it. The Inhabitants" 
call itz in their Language, the Road of Kindneſs” 


which was made by the Romans for their Paſſage to 


Carnarvon. It is juſt broad enough for an Horſe, paved 

with large flat or and is not level, but riſes and falls 
with the Rock, at w | 

long. On the right Hand, a vaſt Rock hangs almoſt 


oſe Foot it lies. It is half a Mile 


over you; on the left, cloſe to the Path, is a Precipice, 
at the Bottom of which rolls an impetuous Torrent, 


boundled en the other Side not by a Shore, put by..a\. 


Rock, as bare, though not ſo ſmooth, as a Whetſtor 
which rifes half a M: — 


but that I might be at Leiſure to contemplate in Plea- 


ſure, . mixed with Horror, this ſtupendous Mark of the 


Creator's Power. Having paſſed over a noble Bridge 


. * 


of Stone, we found ourſelves upon a fine Sand then left 


try, at our deſtined Inn, The Accommodations 


— 


and my Guide pointed to a narrow Paſs between two 


| ile in perpendicular Height. Here 
we all diſmounted, not only from Reaſons to juſt Fear, 


\ 


* 
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friendly Hoſteſs and I ſlept well; though, by the Num- 
ber of 


| Renfington, Sept. 11, 1739. 


eds in the Room, I could have fancied myſelf in 
an Hoſpital. The next Morning I confirmed at the 
Church, and after Dinner ſet out for the Metropolis of 


the Country, called Dolgelle. There I ſtaid and did 


Buſineſs the next Day, and the Scene was much mended. 
The Country I had hitherto paſſed through was like one 
not made by the FATHER of the Creation, but in the 


Wrath of Power; but here were Inhabitants, a Town 
and Church, a River, and fine Meadows. However, 
on the Thurſday, 1 had one more Iron Mountain of 


two Miles to pals and then. was entertained with the. 
green Hills of 


from this Time the Country and the Proſpects gradually 
mended, and indeed the whole ¶ Economy of Nature, as 


we approached the Sun; and you cannot conceive what 


an Air of Chearfulneſs it gave us to compare the Deſo- 
lations of North Wales with the fine Valleys and Hills 
of Montgomeryſhire, and the fruitful green Fields of fair 
Warwickſhire. For I made myſelf Amends in the fol- 


lowing Part of my Journey, - directing my Courſe 
through 1 Wolverhampton, 8 


Warwick, and Oxford, ſome of the fineſt Towns 


Counties in the Iſland. But 1 muſt ſtop, and not uſe 


you ſo unmercifully. N 
RSG ci cb, I am, dear Sir, 
Your obliged and affectionate 
| Humble Servant, 
THo. BANGOR. 


— 


_ — 


— 9 


LETTER XXVIL 


An humorous Letter from a Gentleman on his Travels to 


bis Friend in England. 
My dear Tom, 1 


Were 


ontgomeryſhire, high indeed, but turfed 
up to the Top, and productive of the fineſt Sheep; and 


FL 7 HEN I firſt came to this Place, I found, amongſt 
many other Objects. of Contentment, a Letter 
of yours; it was of the Female Sex, becauſe two more 


— 
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were contained in its Womb. Of theſe Twins ſhe was 
eaſily delivered; but ſhe was alſo pregnant with divers 
ſweet Pledges of your own Love towards me, whereof 
] am as fond as any Mother can be of her Child. I ſhall 
endeavour to cheriſh and foſter it with all the Tender- 
- neſs poſſible, and warm it with the Fuel of my beſt Af- 
fections, to make it grow ſtronger and ſtronger every 
Day, till it comes to Perfection. But I hope this Indul- 
ence of your Love will induee you to prevent mine from 
ing; my Love to you needs not much Attention, 
being luſty and ſtrong, and not eaſily liable to miſcarry. 
When you write next, I beg you will ſend me a dozen 
Pair of the beſt white Kid Gloves you ee. with 
two Pair of the pureſt white Worſted Stockings you can 
of Women's Size, and half a Dozen Pair of 2 
pray you to ſend your Man with them to Farineau, 
the French Poſt, upon Tower Hill, who will bring me 
them ſafely, When I go to Pari 1 ſhall ſend you — 
Curioſities equivalent to theſe. I have incloſed an An- 
ſwer to the two which came in yours, and I have to beg 
you will ſee them ſafely delivered. My kind Reſpects to 
your Brother at Court, to all at Richmond, or any 
where elſe that you think my - Commendations may be 
duly placed. I have only to recommend you to the 
never-failing Providence of God, deſiring you to go on 
in nouriſhing ſtill between us that Love which on my 
Part neither Time nor Change can exhauſt,  —- 
| I am, | | 
Ml,y dear Friend, 


LETTER XXVII. 
To a Lady, on ſelfiſh Shrewdneſs and Suſpicion. 
en eh, ow a es ae, 
| Frm often given.you my Opinion, that Perſons who 
have mean and little Views themſelv * every 


one who obliges them of having ſome ſiniſter End. Our 
new Neighbour, Talbot, * that Kind of ſelfiſh Shrewd- 


the next Morning. An apen 
viour is not only a certain Token of an honeſt Heart, 


But how many, inſtead of this amiable 


were ſo many Pickpockets. Adieu. 
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neſs, which leads him to ſuſpect every Body and every 
Thing he ſees and hears. Io uſe the Words of an in. 
genious Author, © he lives in a Kind of Fortification 
of his own making, and is in continual Fear of an Am- 
buſcade from every Quarter.“ If he receives a ſmall 
Preſent of Game from one of his Tenants, he cries, 
< Aye—this Fellow hopes I ſhall place lus Son in a 


Farm. -A poor Woman, the other Day, brought him 


a Bafket. of Cherries, the whole Produce of her little 
Garden, and the pr Effect of Gratitude for Favours 
{he had received; but this narrow-minded Man inſtantly 


| exclaimed, * This good Woman's Cottage wants re- 


| pairing, I ſuppoſe.” — To a Farmer's Wife who pre- 


ented him with a Pot of Honey, he replied, Good 
Woman, I can provide for no more of your Children, 


when ſhe aſſured him ſhe never had a Child in her Life. 


But I muſt confeſs I was never better pleaſed than yeſter- 


b 


day, when a very agreeable young Widow ſent to bor- 
row his Newſpaper, © Aye, 


ſays he, before a Room- 
ful of re e “ ſo I thought; ſhe is always borrow- 
ing ſomething ſince my Son Lom came of Age, But it 
ſpells pretty plain, that the Widow has a Drift; which 
laſt Obſervation really provoked me to reply, gs « for 
once his Sagacity had deceived him, and that his Suſ- 


picions were as groundleſs as unjuſt, for that the de- 


ſerving Woman, to my Knowledge, was to be married 
Frankneſs of Beha- 


but is one of the moſt winning Graces of , 
ity, value 
themſelves on a kind of ſelfiſu Shrewdneſs, which is, of 
all Characters, moſt odious. Of this Claſs is the ſolemn 
Deering, from whom no Man could ever get a direct 
Anſwer; who deals in a few cold and general Phraſes, 
ſuch as, I love not many Words, -leaſt ſaid is ſoonelt 
mended, I chuſe to keep my own Thoughts to myſelf, 
II ſay nothing, &c. &c. And if he thinks you have 


got his Opinion, he at once damps 1 by en 


"No—T don't ſay ſo, neither. But let us avoi 


| ſhrewd Man, who looks upon all around him as if they 


..: Believe me 1 148 
- ©. Yours affectionately. 
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97 5 4 


oor ELLE ERECT 4 
77 4 Gentleman, on the Folly of complaining of the preſent 
N 5 mes. 


My dear Sir, 

Lately made a Viſit to our Friend at Hampton, where 
1 the Converfation chiefly turned on the Badneſs of 
the Times. One complained againſt this wicked, dege- 
nerate Age, whilſt n the moſt moving Acceats, 
complained, © that Vice never was ſo triumphant as it 
is at this melancholy Period ; that Merit, as well as the 
Arts and Sciences, was now very much neglected; and 
that in good Queen Elizabeth's Days Things were 
widely different. But I foon' diſcovered, that one of 
this diſconcerted Party was a neglected Politician, and 
the other a diſregarded Author; who are always the firſt 


to cry out on the Profligacy and Corruption of the pre- 


ſent Times.” Vet ſuch general Satire is abſurd to the 
laſt Degree, as the Author is juſt as much the Object of 
his On Satire as another Perſon. Every worthleſs, con- 
ceited Fellow, who is ſoured by the juſt Contempt of the 
World, has nothing to do but to fit down and write a 
Satire upon theſe ſad Times, and upon the Degeneracy 
of numan Nature. This, no Doubt, has ever been in- 
variably the fame ; however Climate and Education ma 
change their Modes, the ſame Paſſions, the fame Af- 
tections and Appetites, may be ſeen in every. Nation 
upon Earth, with a few Virtues and a great many V ices. | 
One would have imagined, by their Eſtimation of the 
Matter, that a human Being muſt by this Time have 
been ſunk much Tower than the brute or even vegetable 
Species. It is a great Merey, if this be the Cale, and 
if we have been for above fix thouſand Years getting 
from bad to worfe, that Things are no worſe than they 
are; for by this Rule we ſhouſd by this Time be dwin- 
ded into a Race of Atoms. It ſeems aſtoniſhing that 
the Meafure of iniquity is not yet filled up, if it has 
deen thus ep fing from the Flood. In 
rt, we may lay all theſe Repinings at the Degeneracy 
of the preſent Age, and the Commendations of the for- 
mer, to the Pride, the _ and the Malignity of the 
4, 1 human 


ee Es I es a 7 7. — 


Reſpect, 


' quired, At the Inſtant of receiving your third Letter! 
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human Heart; for this can more eaſily forgive and even 


_ commend antiquated and remote, than bear cotempo. 


-rary or equal Merit, Adieu. 


* . 
n 
— - "£1 w 


LEY 


Xi 


** * "% 7 : - n 
L 8 WL e N Wer 7 ; 
2 1 1 # ** 4? ** Y : : * 
* N + # = * — o ; * 8 * F . * 
E T'T E R ; X 5 | BA | 
* . * 0 
EZ ; | wy 4 2/3 4/4 


Or the Value of Time. To a nodle Lord, en being diſe 
R a OeR cat a "Y pointed of ſeeing ovate, 7 ing diſep- 


7 


1 Believe, my Lord, that in order to render it poſlible 


for us to meet, it is neceſſary to make an Appoint- 
ment. I beg of you to fix the Hour, and moſt certainly 
J will not fail to attend you. There is no Time I regret 
the Loſs of ſo much, as that which is ſpent in Anti- 


cChambers. Time is the moſt precious Gift which God 


has roo us, and Man diffipates it with a Profuſion 
equally extravagant and unaccountable. Alas! Time is 
a Property expoſed to be pillaged, and every one robs 
us of a Part; for in ſpite of all my Care to preſerve it, 


7 
I ſee it ſlip through my Hands, and I can ſcarcely ſay 


that it flies before it is already gone. I wait your Or- 


ders to attend you, and to tell you, if there are any 


Moments in which you are to be ſeen, that there are 
none in which J am not with equal Attachment and 


i F LF ' ; 72 | 7 
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1 writing to me during the Courſe of laſt Month, 
all came to Hand as you deſired. I delayed anſwering 
your two firſt, till I ſhould take Meaſures to give you 
certain News of 1 —, concerning whom you en- 


was 


* 


S ges rs ade 
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was going to write to you; your Expreſſions of the 


greateſt Friendſhip, with Wiſhes for my Preſervation, 
— all my Gratitude. You will not receive all my 
Thanks, for theſe would be too many; but all thoſe [ 
can write here, Be firmly perſuaded, that the Friend- 
ſhip I have vowed to —— knows no Bounds, and that I 
ſhould eſteem myſelf the happieſt of Mankind, could I 
give you Proofs of it. Come to London, then, that I 
may have the Satisfaction of embracing you, and repeat- 
ing to you again and again with what Sincerity I am 
| Your affeQtionate Servant. 


— a . þ 2 
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LETTER XXXU. 


— 


An humorous Rebuke to a Friend for bis Negleft to write, 


Tf, you are as well when you read this, as 1 am now 
that I am writing it, we are both well. Iam certain of 
the one, but your long Silence makes me a little anxious 


about the other. At the Return of this Poſt I beg 


you will let your Pen pull out this Thorn which has got 
into my Thoughts, and let me have ↄſten Room in yours, 


for you know I am your perfe& Friend. 3 


M1 r 


| SE xg - Tr Us 5 neee T 
LE T T ER XXXIII. 
On the Importance of fallmving good Advice. 


. 4 


ch Is baÞ: 67 | 
þ fv firſt Part of Wiſdom is to give good Counſel, 
the ſecond to take it, and the third to follow 


„ 


—_ 


14 7 Is 1 


it. Though you be young, you may be already capa- 


ble of the two latter Parts of Wiſdom, and it is the only 


Way to attain, the firſt. I wiſh you therefore to follow 
the good Counſel of your Uncle, for 1 know him to be 
a very diſcreet, intelligent Gentleman, and I can judge 


ſomething of Men, for hays ſoadeg many. T 
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if you ſteer by his Compaſs: in this great Buſineſs you 
have undertaken, you need not fear Shipwreck, I bis 


— — —e— — — — ak —_— — — 


is the Advice ß | L. n EE 

4 242 , , © Your truly affectionate Couſin. 
bis i ef ett 115 b wy 
r J FRE 


"LETTER xxxIV. 


14 | $4 4 ernie 1 N 
On the imprudent CGnduc of a Lady after her Marriage, 


My dear Friend, 


5 A S you deſerve every Inſtance of Gratitude on my 


X Part, the leaſt Return I can make is an Attention 
to inform you of every Thing. My Brother continues 
much the ſame, and is almoſt conſtantly with me; but! 
find he has need of Amuſements and Pleaſures which 


cannot procure him. Veſterday I 2 on him, 
with great Difficulty, to accompany 


| r. Trenton; he 
came to introduce him to a Lady, who keeps the moſt 


agreeable Company, but he returned as melancholy as 
he went out. He paſſes: his whole Time in ſolitary 


Walks, in Sighs, in Silence, or in diſtracting Dreams. 


His Health is far from being re- eſtabliſned, and a Diſ- 
order at his Stomach gives me much Uneaſineſs. Are 


not our own Paſſions the greateſt Tyrants? But I am 


very glad he did not follow my Advice in one Reſ 


—a Marriage with Miſs Colton. Could you have 
thought that a Lady of ſo mild a Diſpoſition, ſo well 
educated, and ſo reſerved, ſhould ever give Uneaſineſs to 


her Huſband; I thèught I had diſcovered in her a Fund 


of Virtue, but I am told ſhe is no longer the ſame Perſon 
ſhe was, that her. Caprice and Obſtinacy are inſupport- 
able, and that ſhe is an abſolute Tyrant in her. Family. 
She quickly diſmiſſed all the old Servants from Lord L's 
Family and particularly a poor Valet de Chambre, who 
had faithfully ſerved both Father and Son for half a Cen- 
tury, who is now deſtitute of the Means of Subſiſtence. 
After this ſhe quarelled with her Brother-in-Law, and 
a female Relation of her Huſband's, who, aſter living in 
the Family above thirty Years, is now obliged to retire 
into the Country with a very ſcanty Pittance ind 

ſcarcely ſufficient for common Neceſſaries. This * 


er. ns 
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done in my Lord's Abſence, and he burſt into the utmoſt 
Rage at his Return; he wrote to excuſe his Wife's Be- 
haviour, inviting her to return, but her former Mortifi- 
cations have been too aggravated to expo 8 
more to them, and the laweſt Indigence is to be pre k 
She has told me that nothing can exceed her Qbſtinacy 
and. Cruelty ; that ſhe- is perpetually at Variance with 
all her Huſband's Friends, and that the Houſe is a con- 
tinued Scene of Confuſion and Diſorder, But the Ex- 
pences are exceſſively increaſed on her Account, though 
ſhe neither plays nor frequents public Places; hence the 
imagines herſelf a Woman of the moſt ſublime Virtue, 
and the Parade of her Devotions. makes her think no one 


can be put in Competition with her. The Deſcription 
1 have had of her makes me tremble, and I return Thanks 
to Heaven that the Execution of my Deſigns was pre- 


vented. I am now ſenſible how much you were M the 

right; the 12 Pleaſure would be to receive a Siſter 

from your Hands, but at preſent L muſt not venture to 

think of it. Be aſſured of my Eſteem and Regard, and 
remember _ I entreat you, to Mrs. Compton and her 

Daughters. / I congratulate 2 on the Enjoyment of 

ſuch good Company; for I ſhall never forget the Obli- 
gations I owe to that Family. Adieu. * 

| . + | Lt «$5, - L QUIS. 
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ILE TT ERA XXXV. 
In Anſwer, with ſome Refleftions on the Effects of impro- 
PIES» + per Education. . 
My dear Lad, N 
1 Can eaſily perceive your great Uneaſineſs at your 
Brother's pitiable Situation. His Diſorder probably 
may be of ſome Continuance, but I have great Hopes 
he will at laſt recover. He moſt requires Liberty, and 


therefore avoid even the Appearance of Reſtraint. His 
Averſion to Amuſements muſt not be oppoſed; Inclina- 


tion muſt lead him at preſent, and Experience will in 


Time ripen, his Judgment, and prevent future Acts of 
n N F 5 Poolly 
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Folly: His Health gives me the greateſt Concern; but 
if he was in the Country, where the moſt natural Re. 
creations are to be found, the Air would contribute 
greatly to his Amendment. — Lord L. is to be pitied, 
and the more as being a Man of Merit; but I am glad 

ou have been undeceived with Reſpect to his Lady. 
From the Education ſhe received, what could well be 
expected otherwiſe. That Diſſimulation which is incul- 
cated. into Youth is the Source of every Vice; while a 
puerile, ſuperficial Devotion contracts the Mind, and 
their Idea of Self- ſuperiority generally renders their 
5 ＋ rand diſagreeable. They indulge Slander under 

the Pretext of Charity, and Pride under an Appearance 
of Humility; Prodigality to themſelves, Avarice to 
others, Affectation, Bitterneſs, Ignorance, Stubborn- 
neſs, and Cruelty, ſum up their Character in a few 


Words. For ſuch an Education as Lady L. has received, 


would * the beſt Foundation; as I am certain that 
no Idea has ever been given her of rational and ſublime 
Piety, the Source and Perfection of every Virtue. She 
has been inſtructed betimes to conceal her Faults, but no 
Pains have been taken to eradicate them. With a Mind 
uncultivated, Superſtition has taken the Place of Re- 
ligion, and Pride that of Greatneſs of Soul. Her At- 
tention -has been confined to Muſic and her Toilette, 
and the ſtricteſt Attention to all the Externals of what 
ſhe has been taught to conſider as Devotion. She has 
been told, that to aſſume an Air of Reſerve in the Pre- 
fence of the Men, to hold her Tongue, to fit always 
upright, to be attentive to the Decorums of Dreſs, 
would render her an accompliſhed Woman; and, taking 
theſe Things upon Truſt, ſhe married in order to be- 
come her own Miſtreſs, and to indulge her Revenge for 
her long Reſtraint. M 
Formed, was to precede Love, and therefore ſhe gave 
r Hand without Anxiety; and do you wonder at the 
Conſequences of ſuch an Education? If you defire your 
Brother to be happy, never wiſh him to have a Wife 
thus educated, for ſuch auſtere Precepts are not to be 
relied on. He is amiable himſelf, and therefore find him 
ſome Woman who is amiable alſo, Fortune ſeems 


' rather jealous of Nature, as ſhe ſeldom diſpenſes her Fa- 


vours | 
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arriage, ſhe had often been in- 
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but what a Happineſs would it be for him to find 


of Senſjbility, muſt be more ſevere than the ſhar 
Stings of Poverty! One 
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vours to thoſe who poſſeſs Merit and Accompliſhmentss 
thoſe Accompliſhments united, of which, I am certain, 
he will not be found unworthy. ' Adieu, ay * Lady. 


* 
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LETTER MANN. 
2 el] ann 63} T 12 1 15 iQ WUQYW 11 3 et; Fe {? 
On improper Conduct towards Dependents. 7 4 young 
99 i en 437) 2 Lach. Vati 2009 263. ag 
My dear Friend, Bots ACA Þ 25 CL, OO TN 
12 was a juſt Obſervation you made Yeſterday, that 
there is ſomething ſacred in Miſery to Minds which 
are J great and good. Your Attention and 1 
neſs to Perſons in Diſtreſs, muſt be a perpetual Source 
of the moſt refined Delight. How contraſted to the Be- 
haviour of Eleonora, When {Ke invites the n 
I 
peft 


# 
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Harriet to her Table; whoſe cruel Inſults, to a 


ance out of many may 
ſuffice. Eleonora had one Day engaged ſome 9 1941 
to Dinner, when, during à previous Converſation,” 

very amiable young Lady entered. Her Air was that &f 
a modeſt Humility, and her Dreſs Te nexr; hut 
her Manner betrayed a Dejection of Mind, which cofi- 
vinced me of her being in a dependent Situation. 
humiliating Nod from Eleonora, with a half Whiſper of 
< Sit down, Child,” which ſhe did at the lower End of 
the Room, made me particularly attentive to what paſſed, 
Two fine Ladies, as they thought themſelves, with the 
moſt rude Effrontery, ſtared her, full in the Face for 'five 
Minutes; I will not fay whether they were ſtruck with 
Envy or Admiration' at her beautiful Figure, but they 
fell into a long Whiſper, and I plainly heard the Wor 

Rather gawky—red and white of a Milk-maid, <De- 
pendant—out of the Country,” &c. The Confufion'df 
the poor youn Lady was great; but Eleonora ſoon 
joined the bil and I caught a few Words, ſuch as 
Poor Curate's Daughter, -Companion,—never ſaw 
the World, — knows nothing.” A Shrug from both the 
| | F 6 | Ladies, 
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| Ladies, with «T thouphe ſo,” 5 ut an End to the Whic. 
10 0 ang, after another Stare, Dinner being announced, 
End to the Converſation. Inſtead of Veniſo 
which h the hambly deſired, Mutton was ſent to her; an 
for Sallad, a cold Potatoe was flung on her Plate. The 
Servants alſo, copying their Miſtreſs, brought her Beer 
inſtead of Bread ; an when ſhe called for Water, they 
5 5 her Vin 4 Wine ſhe muſt not taſte after 
Dinner, as it would give her a Fluſhing in the Face, and 
Fruit would being 2 a Pain in the Stomach. Thus 
was this poor worthy young Woman ſtarving in the 
Midſt of Plenty. That Paſſage of the inimitable Cer- 
antes, in which honeſt Sancho deſcribes the Miſeries of 
at the Table of, the proud and rich immediately | 
1 927 to me. Let pe be no Difference,“ ſays 
Quixote, in deſiring his truſty Squire to ſit by him 
Pen 5 . 1 and me, thy Lo. 
FI Maſter ; z. thou, 8 ſhalt eat out of the ſam 
'Diſh, and drink out of FT Cup.” To Bee the 
pet Squire, whole EPs . ns 7 be too much 
app lau 1 6 ies, © p,—I thank 
I bearti ly; F but to oy 
roaſt Mea before mes. eat it better anding, and 
by myſelß, than to fit b ide of 1 Emperor. And, 
to deal | fredy and lain e you, T had rather munch 
a dry Cruſt of aa 105 8. and an Onion in a Corner, 
out any. more ado or Ceremony, than to feed upon 


urkey at another Man's Table; ; where one is fain to 


fit mincing and chewing one's Meat for an Hove to- 
"gather, - drink little, be always: wiping one's Fingers 
5 'agd never daring to cough or ſneeze, though one h 
never ſuch a Mind to it:— Therefore, pr your Wor- 
ſhip, change theſe Tokens of your Kindneſs for me into 
ſomething that may do me real Good.“ I ſhall only 

9 18 that Sancho uttered more plain good Senſe in 
this Speech, than ma 110 probably 6 imagined by the Ge- 
;nerality of the * and that I am, 


„„ N 
with e Ener-, Leun fbr. 


1 E T. 


rath, had! a good Diſh | 
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LETTER XXXVII. 
From a Lady to her Son-in-Law, the Year after his 


rriags. | 

ELL! is it not true that I have given you the 
W prettieſt Wife in the World? Can any one be 
more prudent, more regular in her Conduct? Can any 
one love you with greater Affection, or have more 
Chriſtian Sentiments ? Can . one delire more ardently 
to be with you, or more ſtrictly attend to the Duties o 
their Station? It is ridiculous enough to ſay all this of 
my own Daughter; but I admire her, as other People 
do, and perhaps rather more, as I am more an Eye-wit- 
neſs of her Behaviour. But every Body does her Juſtice, - 
and ſhe loſes none of thoſe Praiſes which are ſo much her 
Due. It is an old Maxim of mine, which may one Day 
or another pull an old Houſe about my Ears, that the 
Public is neither fooliſh nor unjuſt ; and Lady D. has 
too much Reaſon to be contented with it to diſpute the 
Point at preſent. She is every Day making Complaints 
about being kept here, and declares very ſeriouſly that 
it was a great Piece of Cruelty to ſeparate her from you. 
I defire you will endeavour in 8 next to let her know 
the Pleaſure you have in the T houghts of her Lying-in 
ſo agreeably where ſhe is. Both her Health and Repu- 
tation make this neceſſary for her, in a Place where the 
beſt Aſſiſtance can be had, and where her Conduct has 
been ſo very much admired. But if after all this ſhe will 
become a Fool and a giddy Creature, it will be twelve 
Months at leaſt before it wilf be credited ; ſuch is the 
good Opinion every one has of her Prudence. I ſhall 
tell you no News, which would be infringing upon my 
Daughter's Rights; and only beg you to be aſſured, that 
no one can intereſt themſelves more affectionately in 
every Thing which concerns you, than does 


\ Yours, &c. 


— 


— 
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LETTER KXXVII. 


An humorous Deſcription of the Nature of familiar Cor. 
 *. Yeſpondence. To a Lady from an elderly Gentlewoman, 
WI I write you a long Letter, you are 
x alarmed for my Health, thinking that Applica- 
tion may prove prejudicial to me ; and when I write you 
mort ones, you think I am ſick in good Earneſt, How 
do you think then I deſign to do? why, juſt as I have 
done all along. When 1 fit down to write, I ſeldom 
know how I ſhall end. I don't know whether my Let- 


4 


ter will be conciſe or prolix, but write as long as my 


Pen can move; this being my only Rule for Compoſi- 


tion, I am inclined to think it a juſt one, becauſe it ſuits | 


my natural Indolence. I beg you will not entertain 
Apprehenſions concerning my Health, as you would not 
have me ſolicitous with Regard to yours. My own In- 
clination would make me ceaſe "chro the Waters of 
Buxton, as you have left off drinking Milk; but as you 

are of Opinion this Regimen may be of Service to me, 
I Fam reſolved to take a Trip there, becauſe I am ſure it 
can do me no Harm. Indeed J have fixed the Day of my 
Departure, and ſhould think it ominous not to go. I 
hope Providence will not permit me to be diſappointed 
this Time ; Tough J have been ſo long uſed to Diſap- 
pointments, that I always tremble when I ſpeak of fu- 


ture Events. Beſides, the ſceptical Style pleafes me 


highly ; their Doubts diſcover a great Deal of Prudence, 

at leaſt they ſcreen them from Reproach. Should I be 
addreſſed in this Manner, Are you going to Buxton?” 
J ſhould anſwer in their Style, It is poſhble.” Should 
they aſk again, Do you take a Houſe near the Wells 
for a Lear? I ſhould tell them, © 1 don't know.” In 
this doubtful Manner we ſhould always ſpeak. I thought 
I ſhould return to Epſom this Morning; for the grand 
Affair is at laſt concluded, and my Law-ſuit is ended, 
though not | wn ſo well as I thought it would. 80 
then I might have gone Home quietly ; but a Wager of 
two Guineas between two of our Friends * * 
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which has ſo long been . eee with the Ton. T 
cannot refuſe the preſſing Entreaties of our kind Neigh- 


bour, ſo that I muſt defer till Tomorrow what I ſhould 


have done To-day. Whether you are aware of the Na- 
ture of theſe Foibles, L don't know; but I have many 


ſuch, though I muſt make an Effort to reform as I grow 


old, and that I may not tire you with this nonſenſical 


. * U 
e 250% pag wot: prigagrt 
. , 1 : 


Lindon, Juh 10, 1738. Yours affectionately. 


Stuff, by afluring you that I : never forget to ſub- 


b — Ty 1 
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Remarks on the Nature of | Converſation." Toe a young 
ET: Gentleman. ee ee 
Jou aſked me, my dear Friend, in a late Diſcourſe 
1 why I thought Lord B. and his Siſter to be Per- 
ſons of uncommon good Underſtanding and Accompliſh- 
ments; for in Company they are certainly very diſa- 
greeable. My Surprize on this Occaſion has frequently 


en excited as much as yours, and I have often been 
you to aſſign the Cauſe. But, after much Reflection, 


21 


— 


perceive that being too poſitive, and rather deſirous of 


pleaſing themſelves than other People, may be the Rea- 


ſon why they do not pleaſe in Converſation. A Warmth . 


and Peremptorineſs, too frequently uſed on the moſt 
common Subjects, is deſtructive of the mutual Inter- 
courſe neceſſary in Company. The principal Abuſe of 
this noble Privilege of Reaſon, which ſets Mankind 
above the brute Creation, is in our Miſtake of its End. 
Inſtead of mutual Inſtruction and Entertainment, by a 


friendly Communication of Sentiments, we ſeem to con- 


ſider Converſation only as it affords us Opportunities of 


ſhewing our Eloquence, or Wit, or ſome other Ac- 


compliſhment. We ſeem deſirous of procuring Ad- 
-miration rather than Improvement; and inſtead of re- 


ceiving Inſtruction from the Company, are more intent 
A upon 


1 


* 


l > n y Q as 
1 _ 
oy __ * 1 
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upon ſhining ourſelves. Our own Affairs are too fre- 4 
quently: brought on the Carpet. How abſurd was my Fo 
Lady. «2 what was it to the Company whether her = 
Hair-dreſſer was a Swiſs or a Frenchman? or if her 
Maid was a Thief or a Slattern? The admirable Author i © 
of the Guardian ſays, We ſhould talk extremely little a 


of ourſelves ;- indeed what can we ſay? for it would be 
as imprudent to diſcover our Faults, as ridiculous to 
count over our fancied Virtues. What does it concern 
the Company how many Horſes you kęep in your 
Stable? Nothing is more ſilly than the Pleaſure ſome 
People take in what they call, Speaking their Minds. 
A Man of this Caſt will ſay a rude Thing for the mere 
Pleaſure of ſaying it; when an oppoſite Behaviour, full 
as innocent, migt t have preſerved his Friend, or made 
his Fortune.“ But a modern Diſputant is as combuſ- 
tible as Touch-wood; who has not oY different Opi- 
nions to combat, but his own. violent Paſſions to ſup- 
preſs. Indeed we ſeem to think, in this enlightened Age, 
that Converſation is intended merely as a Relaxation 
from every Thing ſerious, moral, or ufeful;; and what is 
more to be lamented, is, that the Ladies are almoſt ex- 
| cluded from Converſations of Men of Learning and 
Genius. There are ſome Pedants who imagine we can 
talk of nothing but Fans and Ribbons ; but the preſent 
Age has produced Inftances of very extraordinary Ta- 
Jents amongſt the Fair-Sex, which would not diſcredit a 
maſculine Pen. I am, with the greateſt Reſpect; 


Dear Sir, 54 | 
5 FPuoours very faithfully. 


* 5 
1 a i 4 P _ _— 


Rg S3 3 —8 3 — 388288 


| . 
1 HERE is nothing, my dear Sir, in which we " 
| 1 ſhould be more {teady or affectionate than in our 14 
Friendſhips; as there is no Character in Life more pro- 0 
voking than that of a variable and inconſtant Perſon. 


Such a one will make you the warmeſt Profeſſions of 
Rog | Affection 


« * 8 
— 


, he ht. en on i dn 4 fa. Roz hs a 


„ 


— 


* 


nin 


wilhers; but as that Term is often abuſed, 
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Affection imaginable To-day ; that “ they would die 


« to ſerve you,” and that “ they wiſh for nothing ſo 
« much as for an Opportunity to convince you of their 


„ warm and ardent Attachment.” But when the Day 


of Trial comes, their Inſincerity is manifeſt. If you 


aſk but the moſt trivial Favour, even a common Civi- 


lity, they will aſſume a Look of Surprize and Coldneſs, 
as if aſtoniſhed at your Weakneſs in imagining they 
meant to do as they ſaid; or that the Tongue had any 
Thing to do with the Heart. But you mult judge of a 
Man's Character from Actions, and not from Words; 
and I have often thought, that the moſt effectual Way 
to get rid of one of theſe worthleſs Friends would be, to 
requeſt ſome Act of Friendſhip. I would lay my Life 
ou would hear no more of them from that Day for ward. 

[here are ſome who ſtyle themſelves py Well- 
1 would wiſh 

to guard your open Heart from being deceived by it. 
There are ſome of the moſt bitter Enemies imaginable 
who will ſubſcribe themſelves your, Well-wiſhers ;. and 
whenever I ſee a Letter from a Perſon who has long pro- 
feſſed a ſtrong Friendſhip, fubſcribed with, © Your NEE 
« humble Servant and Well-wiſher, 1 much ſuſpec 
the Friend begins to cool. But you will believe me, I 
cruſt, when J ſubſcribe myſelf. f 


— 


* * — z 


' LETTER XLI. | 
An humorous Letter ta a Frie on the Report of a ver 
extraordinary and ce Incident. ates) 


12 going, my dear Friend, to tell you a Thing 


which is the moſt aſtoniſhing, the moſt ſurpriſing, 


the moſt marvellous, the moſt miraculous, the moſt ſu- 
pr NG moſt confounding, the moſt unheard, the moſt 


ingular, the moft incredible, the greateſt, the leaſt, the 
rareſt, the moſt common, the moſt public, and the moſt 


private, till this Day; a Thing, the moſt brilliant, and 


the moſt to be envied; a Thing, in which there has 
ſcarce been any Example for Ages paſt ; a Thing that we 


cannot 


Pl 
| 
1 ! 
! 

\\ 
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cannot believe at London, and how then will it gain 
Credit at York? And yet this extraordinary -and unac- 
_ countable Thing makes every Body cry out, Lord have 
Mercy upon us! it cauſes the greateſt Joy to a few, but 
produces the moſt pungent Sorrow to moit. The New. 
papers, no Doubt, . for they are certain Vehicles of In- 
telligence, whether impoſſible, improbable, unbecoming 
unlikely, or ſcandalous ; whether true or falſe, foun 
or unfounded ; have informed you of the Rumour re- 
ſpecting a young Gentleman's being connected with a I 
certain Lady. This has for ſome Days been the univer- g 
fal Topic of Converſation, though with Reſpect to the 
ire wa it created the firſt Day, it maintainsits Ground 
without advancing one Step farther towards a poſitive 
Proof. But you muſt allow, that here is glorious Matter F 
for Talk. Should you cry out, on giving your Voice 
for the negative Scal 495 are beſides yourſelves, and 8 
that the Apartments oorfields ought to be enlarged 4 
to admit a few thouſands of the diſtracted Londoners ; 
if you ſhould affirm that we have told you a:downright 
Lye, that tis all falſe, that we are making a Jeſt of you! 
5 ſhould aſſert that the Invention is dull and flat; if 
eed you ſhould abuſe us, we ſhall think you are quite 


LS 4 


in che right, becauſe we have done juſt the ſame ourſelves, 
Lou will find, however, from the Letters you receive 
is Poſt, whether we tell you Truth or not. 8 
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Letters to and from Perſons of different Sexes 


or their Friends, on the intereſting Subjects 
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From 4 Gentleman to 4 Lady, an Approbation of ber 
He W delightful to me are your kind and tender 
11 Complaints, while L am convinced that you can- 
not believe there is the leaſt Occaſion for them on the 
Subject of my Love. Vou know I. love you, and will 
for ever love Fou above all human Creatures. Continue 
in that Belief. Every Day, every Hour, which is added 

is Occaſion to adore you; and 
ſo dear are you to all the Faculties of my Soul, that 1 
could no longer exiſt or bear them with Patience than I 
retained the Senſe of your Kindneſs. That Kindneſs it 
is which alone can increaſe, and does increaſe my Affec- 
tion. Far above all Coquetry or playing with the 
Paſſions of a Man with whom you are ſo dearly and in- 
ſeparably connected, how very amiable do you appear in 


my Eyes! Vour Fr: e Tee and 


ingenuous Acknowledgment of your Affection binds you 
to me above all ether Means of Endearment 3 and fre- 
quently do I flatter myſelf that a Life ſpent in this mu- 
tual Intercourſe» of undiſguiſed Sentiments will be the 


greateſt Happineſs which a human Being can enjoy | 


* o 
upoir Barth. Im, hi nom bod 
2 0 7 - * Ss 
ERS 10 eee, My Gear Madam; 167 
oh 7 adam, 2 
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Reflettions on the 8 pri oy of Lovers. 
„ 
. what better Manner, my dear” Madam, can I vir. 
4 poſe of this- vacant Hour, than-by- holding an ideal 
Converſation with the beſt-beloved of my Soul? with 
my ever lovely Henrietta, tie Thought of whom alone 
| can alleviate-theſe. Hours. of unvaried Solitude ! That 
N J can thus find a heart felt Happineſs in the very Con- 
detemplation of my Loe, is indeed the moſt comfortable 
_ Reflection of my Life; it is natural for me iy 5 if 

the Thought of her, when abſent, Can chear me if the 


Gloom of Solitude, what Pleaſure and Happineſs. muſt 


her continual Preſence infpire ? H6w agreeably muſt the 
few Days of this Life glideawayin reciprocal Inſtances of 


tender Affection, where Heart meets Heart, with un- 
Pound Sade Au these fin 1055 of 
Felicity are ſuperior, even in Imagination, to all other 
real Enjoyments, what muſt they be in Poſſeſſion? Can 
it be poſſible, that we ſhould ever feel the Languor or the 
Mearineſs of Solitude, while we can altrays find Re- 
ſources in ourfelves? Let thoſe dread the Hours of Lei- 


ſure ' who look for Happineſs from the Diſſipation of 


Thought, and depend on external Circumſtances for 
filling up the painful Vacuity of an unfurniſhed Mind. 
That can never be the Caſe with my Henrietta, to 
whom an Abſence of Sentiment can no more happen 
than an Abſence of Tenderneſs, Honour, or Virtue: 
Divided between 1 Muſic, and 
many other Amuſements which Love, Fancy; or | 
ſion may ſuggeſt, Life were it allotted: to the remoteſt 
Solitude, would ſeem to fly too faſt; but if ever my 
Henrietta beholds her Lover languiſh under the Influence 
of Wearineſs or Inſenſibility, let her ſhew him this:Let- 


ter, and tell him that he was no Prophet. My beſt Love 


will eafily apprehend the Reaſon of my turning my 
| Thoughts on the future Happineſs of our Lives, when 
ſhe. remembers that no longer ago than yeſterday ſhe 
afflicted me with ſome tender Tears, ariſing perhaps 
from an eb ef of Spirits, but affectingly 

bewailing the Poſhbility of that Miſery which 1 1 
en | = 


PP ee Wren 
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ſuaded can have no Exiſtenee. But you fay that the 
Quiet of your Heart depends not on yourſelf, but on 
others; let it then e on me alone, and make me 
the Guardian of your Peace, as my Heart ſhall be its 
Sanctuary. Adieu. 2 | | 


0 ü Yours. 


— 


>» ? 
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LETTLE MC 


_— 


The allowing Letter from a Lady in the Country to her 


uſband in nee deſcribes a happy Mixture of the 


| e op} of the 


Faculties. 


My dear Herbert, nth, . 
HERE ſhall 1 find Words to expreſs the Agi- 
| tation your laſt Letter occaſioned? You know 


I am a Coward in my 2 which concerns you, 
and could not but ſuppoſe T ſhoul 


ſeeing under your. Signet a Hand Writing fo different. 


How could you be ſo regardleſs of my tender Heart or 
my Condition, not to tell your Amanuenſis to deſcribe; 
the Cauſe at once, without prefacing it by thoſe ambi- 


guous Words, I am clogged to em ploy another Hand 
to write to you.” Good God! how dreadful were my In- 
terpretations! Every Thing ſhocking to Imagination 


at once came into my Head. —W ounded,—fick, —dying 


rhaps, cried I, and had not Courage to proceed, but 
— better Angel to explain what it was fo eaſ 


for me to have told myſelf. At laſt I ventured, though 
trembling with Suſpence and Terror, to caſt my Eyes a 


ſecond Time upon the Paget, and; Thanks to Heaven! 
immediately found that all theſe terrible Apprehenſions 


had been occaſioned only by a Felon or Mhithe on your 


Fore-finger. This new Inſtance of my Simplicity will 
doubtleſs make you laugh; but though I am no He 

wiſh to check your Mirth by telling you that Lam grown 
a Piece ofa Philoſopher. I have learned the Art of bring- 


ing Pleaſure out of Pain, and converting the worſt of Ils | 
into Good. Now, you will ſay, 1 am even with you; 
ill ſoon terminate, when I aſſure __ | 


but your Suſpence 
1 «  £ q | 1 


aman; Paſſions, and of the rational | 


be terribly alarmed at 
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that I never ſufter myſelf to think how unfortunate I am 
in your Abſence, but how happy I ſhall be in your Re- 
turn. I ſhall then entertain you with every little Event 
Which has happened. fince your going; and now pleaſe 
myſelf with the ExpeCtations of hearing from you many 
rf Narratives of the Occurrences which the gteat 
orld has preſented to you in Abundance. Thus do 1 
anticipate, in Idea, the Bleſſing I hope ſoon to enjoy in 
Reality; thus do I obey the ſtrict Injuction you laid 
upon me of not afflicting myſelf at our enforced Separa- 
tion. So good an Effect has this had upon me, that I 
have loſt nothing of my Complexion, nor has my uſual 
Vivacity forſaken me. Secure in your Affection, which 
makes all my Happineſs; I can only add that it is the 
ſole Ambition of my dear Herberts 5 


Faithful Wife, 
DokxorHEA. 


— —— * * — 06+ eos. 7 — 
, 


TAs. e 
From a Gentleman to a Lady, an Excuſe for not waiting 
deen ber for ſome Days. N 


— 


9 ; 1775 
MI. Deſtiny of late has been ſo extremely eruel, that 
4 I have been compelled to do what I would not, and 
unable to do what T moſt deſire. It is an Age, nay 
| ſeven Ages, ſeven long tedious Days, ſince I ſaw you; 
and if your future Diſpleaſure depended on my giving 
a good Account for this Remiſſneſs, I fear I muſt be 
. miſerable.” Buſinefs T have had none; Pleaſure I could not 
have out of your Company. I have been detained by 
ſome of thoſe Creatures, _ for no other Reaſon than 
becauſe they go upon two Legs, imagine themſelves -. 
Men; but theſe being mere Animals, and having no 
Ideas of their own, are continually diſturbing thoſe of 
other People. When Wretches of this Caſt happen to 
be ſo circumſtanced as neither to be ſnunned with Decen- 
cy, nor reprehended with Safety; that: Perſon, and ſuch 
has been my Caſe, whom they take it into their _ | 
; | ö haun 
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haunt, is in a very perplexed Situation. A Crowd of 
Country Relations are in Town, one or other of whom 
are every Moment breaking in upon me, and putting 
my Mind out of that Temper: I would always wiſh to 
reſerve when J have the Honour of waiting upon you, 
ut be aſſured, that although I cannot preſume to ap- 
roach you till [am alittle more my former Self, my Heart 
is {till the ſame, and a conſtant Attendant at your Ruelle 
both Night and 8 5 I toaſt your Health in Bumpers 
of Champaigne and Burgundy juſt landed; this indeed 
is the only Satisfaction I can taſte in the Company 1 
keep at preſent. 'T hank Heaven, however, for the Hope 
| have of being ſhortly rid of this Impediment to a Hap- * 
ineſs more ſublime and ſubſtantial. In the mean Time 
beg you will be aſſured, that never young Senator 
longed more to appear the Man of-Co _ in the 
Chair of a Committee, nor Officer for a War to return 
to Plunder and full Pay, nor Judge for Store of Plots, 
Felonies, and Murders, to refine upon Law, or rather 
to refine it all away, than I do to teſtify how very much 
| am the charming Czlia's 
Moſt devoted humble Servant, 


Honok1vus. 


| d 155 
To a Lady from a Gentleman, whoſe Company ſhe had 
ſolicited 51 a muſical Party; with a por: gp for 
bis being deprived of that Pleaſure,  . © 
Feel it to be an Impertinence in me to make a Pro- 
ſal even of changing the Afternoon you did me 
e Honour to command me to bring my Violoncello to 
our Houſe ;. but it will, I fear, turn out to be the laſt 
vening of a Friend's Viſit, who was ſo good as to ac- 
ompany me from the Country. If I receive no An- 
er, I ſhall conſider the En « og to be deferred till 
t following Day, which I ſhall look to with great Im- 
atience. 
ating; but I cannot fold up the Paper till I have 


thanked 


— 


ou will excuſe, I hope, the Liberty I am | 
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thanked you for your Goodneſs, in ſuffering ſuch an Hum. 
drum as I am to approach ſuch, a perfect Muſician as 
- yourſelf, I wanted nothing but to hear your Perfor. 
mance, to render me a muſical Enthuſiaſt, With my 
reſpectful Compliments to Mrs. E. I have the Ho 

of being your moſt obliged humble Servant. 

dee e ee e e ee THOMAS FREEMAN, 


— EE CANENN : © i 

ED EY EET TE RYE; 7) - 

The f is an Inſtance of Delicacy highly commend. n 

| able in a Gentleman previous to an open Declaration if C 

- his Sentiments. 44 | F 

HE Ceremony of a formal Adieu J could not 0 

1 bear, and the Effects of it I dare not riſk; and 00 

therefore I waved taking Leave of you till T had arrived m 

at the firſt Stage of my Journey. ough it bends to- G 

Wards the Metropolis, which 1 have never ſeen, and has w 

long been the Obje& of my warmeſt Curioſity, it is | 

er to me beyond Expreſſion; and I think I could 

well content to paſs the reſt of my Life within a few — 
Paces of you, and not far from my Friend, Mr. Long- 
den, without one reſtleſs or diſcontented Moment. 1 

feel a great Satisfaction in being honoured with your 4 


Commitſons, which ſhall be moſt faithfully executed. 
Permit me to preſent my moſt grateful Acknowledg- 
ments to Mrs. Warner for her Goodneſs to me. In 
every Part of my Life I ſhall conſider the Hours I have 
| Paſſed under her Roof as very happy ones, If I flatter 
you, my Heart deceives me; but however fallacious it 
may prove in the other Concerns, of Life, it muſt be 
true to the great Object and Miſtreſs of it. If I have 


faid too much, forgive me; but my Feelings tell me 
that I have not ſaid enough, and were I to write for two 
Hours to come, I can ſcarce tell whether they would 
be ſatisfied, ' FO T0 e 


e 
lam, Og 
Yours; &c.. 25 
WILLIAM TRACEY. 


LET- 
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een n e. 
On Perſonal Attentions in mixed Companies. 
Dear Madam, * 5 | 


I Delay not one Moment to aſſure you, with the ut- 


moſt Sincerity, that the Honour of your Viſit was 


in the higeſt Degree welcome and agreeable. I flatter 


myſelf it was not unſerviceable to the Cauſe it was de- 


ſigned to promote. My Delay in writing was only till 
J ſhould hear from you again, hoping you would give 
me a new Subject; and that you would ſpare me the Ne- 


ceſſity of again entreating your Pardon for declining the 
Favour of your particular Notice. Vou acknowledged 
on Wedneſday, that my ObjeCtions to a perſonal Inter- 
courſe were not ili-founded ; but. I need not embarras 
myſelf with Arguments. I know you will have the 
Goodneſs to T e, and therefore I ſubſcribe myſelf, 
with Pride and Pleaſure, _ | | IS 


— 2 — 


— _— 


* 


LETTER VIIL 


* 


A' congratulatory Letter from a Gentleman to his gone 
e. 


Friend, with Directions for his Choice of a . 
Dear Sir, | 


7 


Owe you many Acknowledgments for the pleaſing 


Entertainment which your Pacquets have afford 


me, excluſive of the Satisfaction I have received from 
the Intelligence on brought relative to your own Con- . 
a 


cerns, I congratulate you both upon your Victory and 
your Defeat; but your Captivity is voluntary, and 1 


rejoice that you are ſo nobly enſlaved. The Lady, I hope, 


will rivet your Chains for the Remainder of your Life. 
— The firſt Time the Heart is ſubdued is commonly the 
Criſis of our Lives, and the following Part frequently 
takes its Character from this Event. It is therefore 
of the greateſt Conſequence that the Object ſhould be 

| G | worthy 


Your Friend. | 


quaintance and obtain the F riendſhip of ſuch a Family; 


— 


and adviſe them not to make her too much acquaint 
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worthy of- our Homage; for if young Men were aware 
of the Conſequences of a firſt Attachment, they. would 
ſeldom ſuffer themſelves to be enſlaved by unworthy 
Objects. The Depravity of the Heart as certainly ori- 
inates in Vice, as a Rectitude of Manners proceeds 
from and is the natural Offs ing of Virtue. An early 
Attachment to a virtuous K amiable Woman cultivates 
and ripens every great and noble Quality ; an Attach- 
nent to a bad Woman leads to a Life of Folly, Vice, and 
Miſery. But I would not wiſh any young Man to 
marry ſo early as at your Age, though. you have paſſed 
the preſcribed Bounds which terminate your Guardian- 
ſhip ; yet I would wiſh him to be engaged in a Court. 
ſhip and Correſpondence with ſome Woman who is 
qualified to become in proper Time, an amiable Wife 
and a tender Mother. It would be very advantageous 
for him-to meet with ſome Difficulties, which would ex- 
erciſe his Patience and Fortitude ; and I would have him 
ſubdue them by his Virtue and Activity, and at Length 
receive the Reward of his Courage and Fidelity, You 
are indeed a moſt fortunate Man, to fall into the Ac- 


and to meet with an Object, worthy of your beſt Af- 
fe&ons, without going in Search of her. For it is not 
a very eaſy Thing to a good young Man to chooſe a 
Wife which is worthy of him. The young Women of 
the preſent Times are very agreeable Companions for 
an Hour, an Afternoon's Converſation, or an Evening's 
Entertainment; but for Wives !—look at the Wives of 
the great World !—look at the Huſbands too, and, when 
you — conſidered the Matter Ane thank 
God that you have eſcaped the Danger of a faſhionable 
Wife. The Pupils of Foppery and of Folly are terrible 
Companions for Life; and if you chuſe a 'T'own-bred 
Girl, the Odds are too many that you will meet with 
one of them. The Remains of ancient and virtuous 
Manners are only to be found in the Country—the far- 
ther from the Capital the better. You may meet with 
the Pupils of Faſhion even there, but the Chances are 
greatly in your Favour; and I would certainly ſend 
thoſe young Men I love into the Country for a Wy 
ith 
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with a Town Life afterwards. Perhaps the latter Part 
of my Leſſon may be yet in Time for you, and it is not 
certain that you may not want the former; for you have 


much Ground to travel over before you are ſure of Miſs -- 


Melcombe. But let me recommend to you to ſtudy 
Agriculture and Economy ; for both are necellary, _ 
e. 


both will be beneficial to you when ſettled for Li 


ſincerely reſpect all your friendly Circle, and muſt ad- 
viſe my young Friend to endeayour to cultivate their 
Friendthip and Eſteem ; only take Care to deſerve their 
Affection, and you need not doubt of obtaining it. 
Whatever you may think intereſting to yourſelf, be 
aſſured that it will at all Times be welcome and accept- 


abl v | 
ws Dear Sir, | 
Your very affectionate Friend, 
| THromas EDwaRDs. 


LETTERS | 
From a Gentleman to a Lady, who had hinted his Propen- 
: ſity to deep Contemplation. 23 


Agree with you, my dear Madam, that Study has 
taken deep and ſerious Hold of my Mind, but it has 
not in the leaſt affected my Senſibility; for indeed I love 
e with as much Ardour, as much Tenderneſs as ever. 
ut I am far from being happy. I look upon myſelf as 
condemned to a Life of conſuming Hopes, and 1 ſee no 
Period to which theſe Hopes can be awed Engaged 
to the deareſt of Women, and at the ſame Time the moſt 


. amiable, s br of her Perfections only enhances my 


Anxiety, when I conſider that Death may poflibly make 


more haſty Steps than Fortune, and ſnatch me from her 


before ſhe falls into my Arms. Pardon me, my Dear, 


theſe gloomy Influences; they are the Effects of the 
trueſt Tenderneſs, of thoſe continual Longings that 


| ſnatch my Soul towards you, and tell me that, without 


you, there is no Happineſs for me upon Earth. Yet 
me be at Peace; the Time may come when, ſuf- 
OE,” G2:  kciently 
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ficiently wearied of that World which I have deſpiſcf 


ever ſince J knew it, my Eleonora may be contented to 
eek her Repoſe in my Boſom. That is my only Con- 
ſolation, and ſoothes the Languor of many a weary Day, 
and many a wakeful Night. Adieu, you beſt and the 
only Hope of my Life, Adie. 

Affectionately yours. 


_ 0 {| 4 


_ 


e eee wore 
To a Gentleman, on the Neceſſity of reſtraining 'his 4 


| Fections. | 
Dear James, 1 a 


— 
— 


File me if; in the Midft ef your Sun-ſhine f 


Pleaſure, I ſhould overſhadow it with a friendly 


Caution. It will be needleſs to aſſure you that I receive 


Heat Satisfaction from every Thing which gives you 


appineſs; wonder not, therefore, that I now ſo fully 


| Intereſt myſelf. in what I fear may bring you Uneaſineſs. 


I allow that the Attractions of Beauty are great, and that 


very few are able to withſtand the alluring Temptation; 
Self-denial alſo is but too much out of 

though you are not a Slave to that domineering Tyrant, 
it may concern you to reflect r the Confequence of 
indulging your Affections, or ſuffering them to be en- 


ſnare by e powerful Attractions of the amiable Char- 
Your L 


lotte. tters diſcover ſo much of the enthuſiaſtic 
Lover, that I cannot be longer blind, though it ſeems 
at preſent a Secret to yourſelf. Examine your Heart 
well, and if you cannot e yourſelf of the e 
remain not. che Dupe of an hopeleſs Paſſion, but fly the 
Place before it is too firmly rooted. When the Shaft of 


Love has once 3 the Breaſt, it is nat: in the Power 
but Abſence to eradicate it. For though 


of any Thin 8 
I cannot indulge a Thought that you have ever enter- 
tained an Idea of ſuch Alliance, which would alarm your 
Senſibility and that Delicacy of Sentiment you are poſ- 
ſeſſed of; I ought not tame 4 to ſee my Friend wafting 
on the Lide of Pleaſure, without pointing out the Rock 
en Which his future Happineſs may be wrecked. Let 


Faſhion, and 


1 ES and. 1 * > PEI 


Pleaſure, for your Pardon. 
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me conte you to reflect in Time, and not permit that . 


Fortune, which has hitherto been, a Bleſſing, to prove 


at length.a Curſe. Perhaps I may, have been too pre- 
cipitate. in my Conjectures, but yod will attribute it to 
my Regard But your Heart is always expanded to the 


Calls of Friendſhip, and muſt be too ſuſceptible to coun- 
teract the guileful Arts of Love. I ſhall. wait for your 


Anſwer with the greateſt Impatiense, and, hoping for 


your uſual Frankneſs, I muſt entreat you to be cautious 

of deceiving yourſelf. You muſt examine your moſt 

ſecret Thoughts, and probe them to the Bottom; and 

if it ſhall then prove that there is no Foundation for what 

F have charged you. with, 1 ſhall ſolicit, with the greateſt 
. Tam, | 

Yours ſincerely, . - 


— 
* 


LETTER I. 


—__ —— ” 


From a. Lady,, in Aifover t> a Gentleman: who had: ſent 


er a Baſket of Flowers. Sp 
HE China Vaſes and myſelf are much beholden to 


you; the former for their Ornaments, and the lat- 
ter for a great Heap of Beauty, and Fragrance.. I have 


added, you muſt perceive, another Emblem of female 
Fragility, and have already, I fear, treſpaſſed beyond 
the hort moraliſing Term which you allow me- -But'I 
have made ſome Amends, by 3 Back upon the 
Looking-glaſs,. though for a more ſolid Reaſon than you 


aſſign. But, alas | like the Pleaſures of the World, of, 
which they are. too lively Emblems, your Flowers 


brought their Mortifications along with them; for you 


muſt know, Sir, that by my Mother's Command I have 


been engaged for fome Days in making and embroider-. 
ing a ſmall Pocket Book, which ſhe intends to have the 


Honour of preſenting. to you. Now I had juſt finiſhed 
E and vainly — 


t the Flowers which my Needle 


laboured to form, * done to Perfection; when, 


-—— 


_ — — 


Nature, they may excel them in Duration. 
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alas, your beautiful Preſent made its Appearance, put an 
End at once to my vain Contemplation, and made my 


Flowers die N upon the Silk! However, if- your 
e ſo 


Room ſhould not aily adorned as mine, they may 


appear to ſome little Advantage. Such as it is, you are 
to do my Mamma the Honour of accepting it from her; 


and J ſhall: take the Liberty to accompany it with ano- 
ther moral Obſervation, that _— my poor ſilken 
Flowers cannot equal the Beauty of thoſe produced by 


E. WARNER. 


Err . 
In Anſwer to the preceding. 


A CCEPT, thou charming Moraliſt, all the Thanks 

that I can offer for thoſe ſweet Morſels of elegant 
Reflection which I have juſt received, and read with 
little leſs than Rapture | The Preſent which accompanied 


mem I ſhall moſt truly value for the Sake of the Hand 
which preſented, and that which formed it. In the De- 


lirium of my Pleaſure I had thought to do it Honour, by 


_maxing it a Repoſitory for the few Bank Bills I have in 
my Poſſeſſion; but a little Reflection brought me to my. 


Senſes, and I could have ſcourged myſelf for having 
thought of profaning your Gift with the dirty Traſh of 


me World. It deſerves ſomething better, faid I to my- 


felf; and when I began to conſider to what Purpoſe of 


holy Sentiment I thould apply it, nothing appeared 
0 


worthy to be protected by its Covers, but thoſe Papers 
which have been rendered valuable by the ſame Hand that 
made and adorned them. Happy in the Thought, I 
placed them there; and when 1 beheld the Flowers on 
the Outſide Covering, which are formed with —.— 
arranged in Taſte, and true to Nature, I conſider them 
as Pictures of the Treaſure they contain, which in a ſu- 


perior Claſs are equally juſt, elegant, and natural. How 


is it, and by what happy Art, that you give the ſame 


genuine Excellence to every Action of your Life e 
45 ; 
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that whether you ſpeak or write ; whether you deſign 


with your Pencil or your Needle; whether you ſing, 
dance, or Pays there appears to be the ſame Degree © 
Perfection! Communitate your Magic to a Friend; it 
would be too valuable a Gift for the World at large; 
and like the Panacea of the Phyſician, when made public, 
might fail of its uſual Effects. But it would be doing 
no more than Juſtice. to a few kindred Spirits to blets 
them with the Secret; and if it were not too great a 
Preſumption, I ſhould aſpire to be of that Number. 
Will you do me the Favour to take the Commiſſion f 
my Thanks to Mrs. W , that they may receive 
a Grace which I could not give them; and find a go w9 | 
tion which in my vaineſt Moments I could not expect. 
She is too good to me, and I thank her for more than I 
deſerve. Her Preſent ſhall be preſerved with the moſt 
attentive Regard; the natural Duration of its Colours 
ſhall be prolonged by my Care; and I truſt when many 

a Year is paſt and gone, ſhould I have the Happineſs of 
meeting you, it will be ſhewn to you, unhurt by Uſe, 
undecayed by Time, with all its Decorations vivid as at 
this Moment. I muſt follow your Example (indeed I 
know not where to find a better) and moralize in my 
Turn. The Flowers of Nature die, but they reviye 
again with freſh Beauty ; while thoſe of your Art laſt, 

It is true, til} their Materials decay, but then they are © 
gone for ever. Alas! I know as yet but little of the 
orld; yet I greatly fear that Conſtancy, though it is 

always a Virtue, may be ſometimes a Misfortune, 


Adieu. 8 
. Yours, 


La. + — 


* 9 
„ 


* 1 
— 


"LETTER 2M ; 
A Leſſon to Parents, reſpecting the "Diſpoſal of their Chil- 


dren in Marriage. 


* 


I was with an Aſtoniſhment equal to the Concern I 
feel in every Thing relating to your Family, that I 
heard, in ſpite of all the Vices LIBER TIN us is known to 
be. guilty of, you are 9 to give your Daughter 


. FX... v5 Mt ad A Ml nn 3 a teh 


Henrietta, fall the Victim to falſe and mi 


- Fanny than paternal Affection? Pardon, 
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to him. It is certain he has your Promiſe, but his Cha- 
racter was then ſuch as to juſtify your Choice; you nei- 
ther knew at that Time, nor did the World imagine, he 


would return from his Travels the abandoned Wretch 


he is. Muſt then the young, the fair, the innocent 

ſtaken Honour ? 
mult the be condemned to laſting Miſery by the very 
Perſon whom the Laws of Heaven and of Nature have 
bound to do every Thing for her Protection? muſt ſhe 
be the Prey of Vice and Folly, only to fave your Word? 
Is this to be a Father ? Is it not rather the ie of Ty- 
r. ar ir, the Free- 
dom which our long Friendſhip emboldens me to take, 
and believe that I ſpeak only what all think who know 
what you are about to do; but if you carry your Pur- 
poſes into Effect, you will aſſuredly draw upon yourſelf 


that very Cenſure you ſeem ſo much afraid of incurring. 


It is certainly a commendable Quality to be tenacious of 


one's Word, but many Inſtances might be produced to 


prove, that there may be Promiſes which it is a leſs Fault 
o break than wo Keeps Of this Nature certainly is yours 
to Libertinus. Beſides the Propriety of chuſing the leaſt 
Evil, the Man to whom it was made is no longer the 
fame; and to. ſacrifice a deſerving Child to certain 
Wretchedneſs, will never be eſteemed any Honour in 


Fouts but a ſullen Obſtinacy. Her Reſignation to your 
WI 


demands the greater Care in you to require nothing 


which affords nut a Probability of turning to her Advan- 


tage; I therefore conjure you not to enjoin her to any 


Action which muſt entirely ro Peace, and may 
alſo drive her to a Deſpair fatal to he 
her curſe the Obedience which has undone her. I need 


r Morals, and make 


not enumerate the many Miſchiefs of ſuch an Union; 
your own Obſervation and good Senſe will ſupply them. 
But [ beg you will ſeriouſly reflect upon the Conſequen- 


ces which may enſue, before that Knot is irrecoverably 


tied, which Death, or ſome Thing worſe: than __ 
only can diſſolve. I am, Sir, with the moſt unfeig 


Re | | 5 ; 
1 Your very obedient Servant, 
1 Lucius. 


** 


er 
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LETTER XIV. 


On the diſagreeable Conſequences frequently produced by 


ſecond Marriages... 

Dear Madam, 
HILE all my Acquaintance are e 
W ſign Reafons for my quitting a Father who has 
tenderl Xe me; perhaps my Conduct may ſeem to 
need a Juſtification You will indeed, of all my Friends,. 

be leaſt. at a Loſs to gueſs the true Reaſons. Your In- 
timacy with my dear Mother gives you a perfect Idea of 
the Manner | was bred in; and the few V iſits you have 
made at our Houſe ſince her Death, and my. Father's 
ſecond Marriage, are. ſufficient: to convince you of the 
wide Difference between my Com pany then and thoſe [ 
have ſince been obliged to- converſe with. To retire to 
my Chamber, or ſhut myſelf in my Cloſet, was ineffec- 
tual;-thither would my new Mother's Gueſts purſue me, 


* 
” 


af - 


and even beat an Alarm at: my Door, ſo that I mult either 


come out, or hear the Creator of the World affronted by 
their impious Ridicule on the long Prayers they pre- 
tended I was making to him. A Repetition of any of the 
profane Abſurdities my Ears were perpetually ſhocked 
with, from the hoydenly Rout of her. Ladyſhip's Draw- 
ing-Room, would wound your Senſibility; but ſome. of 
theſe newly created Nobility really. ſeem to be of a dif- 
ferent Species from thoſe whoſe. Parents bear: a= more 
ancient Date. Their Behaviour is ſuch. as if they thought 
Virtue, Decency,, and even Reaſon, . were Things be- 
neath their Attention and Regard... I need not enlarge 
on. this Subject to you, my dear Madam, who, by your 
Endeavours to avoid ſuch Converſation, ſufficiently teſ- 
tify your Diſapprobation of it; you will abſolve me from. 
all Blame for what I have done, without being farther. 
tedious. My Departure was not unknown to my Fa- 
ther, though the World in general is ignorant of this 
Circumſtance; he was for ſome Time very averſe to it, 
as it would appear like an. unjuſt. Antipathy often im- 
dibed by the Children of former Marriages againſt a 
Parent merely nominal. His Permiſſion being, at laſt, 
obtained, I am now,. wr, my. Maid and one F ootman, 
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to him. It is certain he has your Promiſe, but his Cha- 


racter was then ſuch as to juſtify your Choice; you nei- 


ther knew at that Time, nor did the World imagine, he 
would return from his Travels the abandoned Wretch 
he is. Muſt then the young, the fair, the innocent 
HFlenrietta, fall the Victim to falſe and miſtaken Honour? 
muſt ſhe be condemned to laſting Miſery by the very 
Perſon whom the Laws of Heaven and of Nature have 
bound to do every Thing for her Protection? muſt ſhe 
be the Prey of Vice and Folly, only to fave your Word? 
Is this to be a Father ? Is it not rather the Fe of Ty- 
ranny than paternal Affection? Pardon, Sir, the Free- 
dom which our long Friendſhip emboldens me to take, 
and believe that I ſpeak only what all think who know 
what you are about to do; but if you carry your Pur- 
poſes into Effect, you will aſſuredly draw upon yourſelf 
chat very Cenſure you ſeem ſo much afraid of incurring, 
It is certainly a commendable Quality to be tenacious of 
one's Word; but many Inſtances might be produced to 
prove, that there may be Promiſes which it is a leſs Fault 
o break than to keep, Of this Nature certainly is yours 
to Libertinus. Beſides the Propriety of chuſing the leaſt 
Evil, the Man to whom it was made is no longer the 
4 fame; and to. facrifice a deſerving Child to. certain 
Wretchedneſs, will never be eſteemed any Honour in 

G you but a ſullen Obſtinacy. Her Reſignation to your 
=_ + Will demands the greater Care in you to require nothing 


— — - CT, DB er — — — - 
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which affords nut a Probability of turning to her Advan- 
tage; I therefore conjure you not to enjoin her to any 


Action which muſt entirely deſtroy her Peace, and may 


Þ alſo drive her to a Deſpair fatal to her Morals, and make 
ber curſe the Obedience which has undone her. I need 
_ not enumerate the many Miſchiefs of ſuch an Union; 
your own Obſervation and good Senſe will ſupply them, 


ut I beg you will ſeriouſly reflect upon the 


tied, which Death, or ſome Thing worſe than Dea 
| _ * diſlolve, I am, Sir, with the moſt unfeign 
eſpe 5 3 225 

F Your very obedient Servant, 
| Lucius. 
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LE T IT E R XIV. 


On the Are Conſequences frequently produced by 


econd Marriages. 
Dear Madam, 2 8 


HILE all my Acquaintance are pretending to af- 
W ſign Reaſons for my quitting a Father who has 


needa Juſtification. You will indeed, of all my Friends,. 


beet oved me; perhaps my Conduct may ſeem to 
be leaſt at a Loſs to gueſs the true Reaſons. Your In- 


timacy with my dear Mother gives you a perfect Idea of 
the er | was bred in; and the few V iſits you have 
made at our Houſe ſince her Death, and my Father's 
ſecond Marriage, are. ſufficient: to convince you of the 
wide Difference between my Company then and thoſe I 


have ſince been obliged to- converie with. To retire to 


my Chamber, or ſhut myſelf in my Cloſet, was ineffec- 
tual;-thither would my new Mother's Gueſts purſue me, 


and even beat an Alarm at: my Door, ſo that I mult either 


come out, or hear the Creator of the World affronted by 


their impious Ridicule on the long Prayers they pre- 


tended I was making to him. A Repetition of any. of the 


profane Abſurdities my Ears were perpetually ſhocked: - 


with, from the hoydenly Rout of her. Ladyſhip's Diaw- 
ing-Room, would wound your Senſibility; but ſome. of 
theſe newly created Nobility really. ſeem to be of a dif- 
ferent Species from thoſe whoſe. Parents bear az more 
ancient Date, Their Behaviour is ſuch. as if they thought 
Virtue, Decency,, and even Reaſon, were Things be- 


neath their Attention. and Regard.: I need not enlarge 


on this Subject to you, my dear Madam, who, by your 
Endeavours to pede ſuch Converſation, ufkcicatly tel. | 


tify your Diſapprobation of it; you will abſolve me from. 


all Blame for what I have done, without being farther. 
tedious, My Departure was not unknown to my Fa- 
ther, though the. World in general is ignorant of this 
Circumſtance; he was for fome Time very averſe to it, 
as it would appear like an. unjuſt. Antipathy often im- 
bibed by the | 
Parent merely nominal. His Permiſſion being, at laſt, 
obtained, I am now, WE Maid and one F ootman, 


hildren of former Marriages againſt a 


1 
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in the Houſe of a Clergyman, who does Honour to his 
Profeſſion by the moſt pious and exemplary Life. His 
Siſter, who manages his Family, is a very: converſable 
Woman, with whom I ſpend many agreeable Hours. I 
feel myſelf ſo happy in being once more got among rea- 
fonable Creatures, that I do not caſt a Look on the 
Grandeur I have left behind. I am as well contented 
with two plain Diſhes, as with ten crowded with the 
moſt expenſive Exotics ; and breathe the Air as freely 
and as feel in a good clean Hack, as in a Spring 
Chariot and Six. Nothing is wanting to complete my 
Satisfaction but your Return to Town, the News of 
- which I expect with Impatience. I am 


My dear Madam, | 
Your very humble Servant, 
ExRONORA. 


— 


rr IV. , | 
: 4 Sea-Officer”s Letter on the Subject ＋ his approaching 


rriage. 


My dear MANNERS, 3 * 


f * is the Pride and Glory of my Life to have ſo gene- 
rous a Friend and Kinſman as yourſelf. I accept 
our Kindneſs with all my Heart. I thank you for your 
ounſel, and I will fail under your Command, till you 
think me able to manage my own Ship on the Ocean 
of Life. My little Frigate has led me a briſk Chace; 
ſhe. is a Girl of Spirit, and wants a good Deal of Firing 


to make her bring to, but ſhe lowers her Flag, my Boy, 


and ſurrenders to me. Huzza, Friends! the Victory is 
mine. Huzza!——1I propoſed going full Sail to Scot- 
land; but Mrs. Barclay, who is in all our Secrets, and 
who is as clever a Woman as ur 2 knew, gave us 
better Advice, as you ſhall hear. 
ſo long a Journey, when you can get married juſt as 
well here, and as ee too? Let the Banns be pub- 
liſhed in my Pariſh Church,; no Body there knows who 


— 


Samuel 


hy ſhould you go 


„ a 
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Samuel Elliot, ſingle Man, and Jane Treville, fingle 
Woman, are. It wil be much leſs Tante and Ex- 
pence, and very little Time will be loſt. Vou both 
reſide in the Pariſh, and every Thing may be done in 
the ſnug Way, without any Suſpicion till all is over. 
Mr. Hopkins is my Friend, and will be my Bondſman ; 
who has offered me his Purſe, though he ſuffers me to 
be at no Kind of Expences. I am one of the luckieſt 
Fellows this Day in England, and am almoſt wild with 
Joy, Love, and Friendſhip. I only wiſh that I may 
deſerve them all; for I am reſolved to do nothing to 
make either of them repent their Kindneſs to me. Your 
Obſervations reſpeCting Frugality have not eſcaped me. 
Lwould not injure my Wife and her Children, by ſpend- 
ing their Money upon my own Pleaſures, for the Em- 
ire of the Sea! I will be her Guard, her Protector, and 
r Steward; but never could I bear the Thought f 
waſting her Property. I have too much Spirit even to 
R be maintained at her Expence ; and as my Country 
needs the Services of all her Children, I will not turn 
my Back upon my Profeſſion, eſpecially in a Time of 
Danger, which to Seamen is the Time of Glory. My ; 
14 Treville is a noble Girl, who does not even require it | 
of me; and as I ſtand as fair to command a Britiſh Ship  _ |} 
of War as another Man, ſuch a Captain is a Match for | 
any Woman, whatever may be her Birth or Fortune. 
e- My Girl ſhall never have Reaſon to be aſhamed of her 
pt Choice; for I will ever ſhew myſelf worthy of the 
ur Honour ſhe has done me. But every Thing is ſettl 
ou and Mrs. Barclay has ſent a Bill to be publiſhed in the 
an Church on Sunday; and on Monday Mr. Hopkins will 
e; have the Goodneſs to give me his Company to my God-— 
ing father's at Peckham, and he will ſpeak in my Favour to 
oy him, which will ſupport my Application. He ſends his 
y is Reſpects to you, and ſays he will redeem your good 
ot- Opinion, and at leaſt ſpend ſome Time in your Neigh-" 
and bourhood, as ſoon as we have finiſhed our Buſineſs. 
> us Both he and Miſs Jarvis will be preſent at our Marriage, 
g0 and I ſee no Reaſon why their own might not be cele- 
| as brated at the ſame Time, though I think he is not half 
ub- ſo briſk in his Courtſhip as I. am. My beſt Love and 
who Gratitude -attend upon you and your Family, and wy 
6 6 reſpectf 
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reſpectful Compliments wait upon Mr. and Mrs. John. 


fon, and Mr. and Mrs. Parſons. . 


I am, my dear Manners, 
2A Your very obliged | 18 
And affectionate Kinſman, © 
8 ä | SAMUEL ELLI1oT, 
The Receipt of your kind Note was moſt welcome to 


me, as it is neceſſary that I ſhould be new-rigged before 
I venture upon this new Expedition. . 


* * 


* 


Irn 


Fim a Young, Woman, a Letter of Gratitude to ber 


3 Preſerver. 
Dear Sir, _ | 


A you were my Deliverer from a State of Vice and 
| Folly, you have a Right to be informed what Uſe 


I make of my Liberty. I am happy in the Situation 
which I mentioned to you in Partnerſhip with my 
Friend, Mrs. James, in Tooley-ſtreet, in the Borough; 
and if you ſhould ever come that Way, I hope you will 


ſo far honour me as to call on me there. Your Lawyer 


was ſo kind to advance me two hundred Pounds upon my 
Bond, and takes upon him to negociate mine with Lord 
Archibald ; and this Obligation I am likewiſe indebted 
to your Goodneſs for. Mrs. James has very good 


Bu ineſs, and ſhe has many Friends in the Navy; and 
7} — 2 for a Widow, all her Friends are mine alſo, 


onſequence I feel myſelf much happier than ever I 
was before, ſince conſtant Employment is an excellent 
Means for diſperſing diſagreeable Thoughts and Reflec- 
tions; and I hope to obtain that Peace and Tranquillity 
which attends thoſe who-are engaged in commendable 
Purſuits. My Benefactor ſhall at all Times be remem- 
bered in my Prayers and Praiſes, whenever I return 
Thanks to my Creator's infinite Mercy in reſcuing me 
from a State of Sin and Folly ; at all Times I will im- 
plore every Blefling which Heaven can beſtow, on — 
. | . ; . , W 
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who has been the Inſtrument of giving me comfortable 
Hopes of Peace here and of Happineſs hereafter, I am, 
| | Dear Sir, Fo he V 
Your very obliged and 
Grateful humble Servant, | 
Lucy Tromas. 


— —_ 


LETTER UI. 
To a Lady, after her Recovery from a dangerous Sickneſs, 
| Deareſt Madam, 

FF you knew with what an Exceſs of Grief I have la- 

mented your Illneſs, while I conſidered you on the 
Borders of the Grave, you might perhaps form ſome 
Idea of that ſweet and tranſporting Joy with which I find 
you returning to Life, and all the Satisfactions of Health 
and Eaſe. I cannot help regarding your Phyſician as my 
deareſt Friend; I coul 
tributing to your Recovery, at the Time that I bleſs the 
unſeen Hand of Providence, and pour out my grateful 
Heart to that moſt gracious Being who has Lean my - 
Prayers, and has beheld with Compaſſion my inceſſant 
Tears. Henrietta's Friendſhip for my Siſter, and the 
Concern which both have in all that relates to.you, have 


procured me an Opportunity of learning every Day the 
tate of your Diſorder, without my running the Hazard 


of diſcovering my Paſſion to your Aunt by a Solicitude 
which would doubtleſs render me ſuſpected. But this 


Correſpondence has occaſioned a Multitude of Hopes 
and Fears, They have raiſed my Soul in quick Suc- 
ceſſion to ſudden Raptures, and then ſunk me down into 
the moſt dreadful Deſpair! Sad Viciſſitude]! All my 
Happineſs ſeemed to depend upon your Life, and while 
that was at Stake, a Proſpect of inevitable Miſery lay 

before me. While all Joy ſeemed departing, a ſolitary 
Sadneſs, and a dreary Gloom hung upon: my Spirits, 
and hovered round the various Beauties of Nature, which 


had no Charms for me; neither Wealth or Titles, — 


L 


hug him to my Boſom for con- 


-_ * 
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all their Splendor, could have calmed the Anguiſh oc- 
caſioned by your Loſs. While I thought that the moſt 
lovely Form and the faireſt Mind were near a Separation, 
my Heart Strings were ready to burſt, as if the very 
Seat of Life and vital Heat was going to be torn from 
my Boſom. Religion only had Power to moderate my 
Grief, and by its reviving Conſolations diſperſe the 
darkening Clouds which * about my Soul. But how 
ſhall I be able to deſcribe the ſudden Extaſy, the tranſport- 
ing Rapture which filled my Breaſt, when J heard that 
you were out of Danger? I ſickened with a ſweet Exceſs 
of Delight. But alas! to what Purpoſe are theſe in- 

voluntary Tranſports? Why do I place all my Happi- 
neſs in ſeeing and hearing you, ſince no ſacred Ties will 


ever bind us ee and ſecure the Continuance of 


theſe innocent Enjoyments? Accept however of my 


warmeſt Congratulations, and while my Happineſs de- 


pends entirely upon yours, believe me to be the ſincereſt 
and moſt affectionate of your Servants, 


THEODOSIUS. 


1 8 


LETTER XVIII. 
From the ſame to the fame. 
My dear Lucy, vp | 
ELIGHTFUL is the Reflection of your Good- 
neſs while I indulge the tranſporting Remem- 
rance of that charming Air with which you frankly ex- 
preſſed your conſtant and tender Regard for my Happi- 
neſs. That you love, that you return my Paſſion, is an 
extatic Thought; but it cannot enable me to ſupport the 
tedious Delay, the painful Suſpence, and the pleaſin 
yet dreadful Mixture of Hope and Fear with which 
wait to know your Father's Sentence. This muſt con- 
firm me bleſt beyond Expreſſion, or throw the thickeſt 


Gloom over all my Joys. My Friend Mellifont came 
Yeſterday to ſee me, with an Air more thoughtful than 
ſeemed conſiſtent with his ſprightly volatile Temper. - 


Our ancient and renewed Friendſhip authorized my 
| \ prefling 
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preſſing him to communicate the Cauſe of his Diſcon- 
tent. We retired into my Study to prevent Interrup- 
tion, when he began a Story which filled my Mind with 
every wild Agitation. It is with Shame, ſaid he, I con- 
feſs my Weakneſs, I love Lucy. Nothing but the Cer- 
tainty of his Ignorance- that I was his Rival could have 


"reſtrained me from the Effects of Jealouſy ; but this alone 


armed me with Patience, while he enumerated your ſe- 
veral Perfections, and dwelt upon your Charms. Every 
Commendation increaſed my Diſquiet; but if I gave 
Way to unjuſt Fears, they were. ſhort-liv'd and tran- 
ſient, and a healing Joy ſoon ſucceeded, which com- 
poſed the impetuous Tumult of my Soul. I heard him 
add with the utmoſt Delight, you would admire, my 
Friend, to ſee how cold and inſenſible ſhe is of all my 
Endeavours to pleaſe her; had ſhe but half the winnifig 
Softneſs and the tender Graces of Almira, who I think is 
nearly as beautiful. The Temper of Lucy is indeed 
much more agreeable ; but it would | ny + pique her 

Pride to ſee me change the re hs of my Addrefles, and 
pay that aſſiduous Homage to her Couſin which ſhe re- 
jects. . On his requeſting my Opinion, I replied with 


the utmoſt Calmneſs, that they were both Ladies of ex- 
traordinary Merit; but that Lucy's Diſlike might not be 


occaſioned by any Want of natural Goodneſs. I am 
inclined to think ſhe might approve of you as a Friend, 
though not as a Lover; and that fo far from being offen- 
ded at your 2 your Affections to her Couſin, 
ſhe will uſe her utmoſt Endeavours to promote your mu- 
tual Felicity. He anſwered that he had found ſomething 
very engaging in Almira's Behaviour, when he paid his 
Addreſſes to her Couſin, and had long regarded her with 
the higheſt Eſteem ; that ſhe pleaſes without Deſign, and 
performs the moſt trifling Actions with fuch a Grace, 


that they forcibly inſinuate themſelves into the Heart. 


I am certain it is in her Power to make me happy; and 
as | endeavoured to fix this Reſolution, after ſeveral other 
Obſervations on the ſame Subject, he took Leave, with a 
firm Intention of transferring all his tender Sentiments to 
Almira. This Behaviour of mine will not, I hope, of- 
fend your Judgment; but I am very deſirous 1 


you, and with the moſt affectionate Ardour of entreating 
| | 3 | .- you 
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vou to give me an Opportunity to xpreſs my Grati FA & 


| and to tell you how much I am, my deare ucy, = 
=.+:--. Your obliged and affectionate Servant, ; ele 
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77024 Friend, onthe Subject of hopeleſs Love. wi 
Dear Prien,, - 575 N 
12 will be impoſſible for me to remain much longer ex 

J here, as I grow worſe and worſe every Hour. Thoſe m. 


only who have experienced the corroding Pangs of de- 
e can have the leaſt Idea of what I feel. The 
Conſolation of your friendly Breaſt, into which my Dif. 
treſs could be poured out, and by whoſe generous Sym- 
pathy and Advice my extreme Angutſh might be partially 
alleviated, is moſt anxiouſly deſired. It is the higheſt 
Ingratitude in me to think of f By» as it only 

\ _.. Fenders thoſe unhappy who are ever ſolicitous to contri- 


bute every Thing to give me Pleaſure. Though they a 
do not enquire directly into the Cauſe of my Uneaſineſs,. 

I can imagine that their Looks upbraid me for endea- 
vouring.to keep it to myſelf, For the firſt Time, my Fe: 

dear Friend, I begin to repine at being deprived of the | 
Enjoyment of that Fortune to which I was the undoubted ” 
Heir. I might have indulged a glimmering Hope of at- 7 
taining the adorable Charlotte, were I polleſſed of that. Pl 
Fortune I had a Right to expect from my Family; but & 
J am now bound down by Gratitude to ftiffe every fa-- 1 
1 vourable or flattering Thought, being only a Dependant x 
| on the Family, and raiſed by the Genres of her B 
Brother from a State of Servility. How muſt I now re- ch 
ret the Severity of my Fate, which has placed me in fo * 
Fame a State! how ought I rather to repine that my 2 
© Heart is fo ſuſceptible as not to be Proof againſt her 7 
Charms! But dreadful and ſevere as the Alternative is, | 
my only Remedy ſeems to be that of her being deſtin 1 
to one more ſuitable to her Condition; as the Ardour of ; 
my Affection might perhaps then abate, and the ſolid Hap- 5 


pineſs 
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ineſs which my Youth enjoyed might once more return. 
Vet while I am thus continually in her Preſence, it can- 
not poſſibly be better; and Abſence muſt be tried, what- 
erer Exertions of Reſolution it may require, to accom- 
plith and bring about this Alteration. How arduous is 
the Taſk which is thus neceſſary! how difficult mult it 
be to fly from the Object we adore, to ſmother the Flame 
which Beauty has inſpired, and to reſign all Hopes of 
what we are molt defirous of attaining ! I ſincerely 
hope that this will never be your Caſe, and that your 
Affections may never be placed but where they can oo 
expect a Return, With the greateſt- Reſpect, 1 am, 
my dear Friend, 2 | 5 K 

1 5 Vours moſt ſincerely, 
3 


Aba on 1 - 
* 8 —_ 


LETTER XX. 


From the ſame to the fame, on the ſame Subjed, aſter 


* | | Sickneſs. 
Dear Friend, , > 
| T HE Tribute of Friendſhip obliges, 
| theſe firſt Moments, after ten Bars Intermiſſion, 
to the Continuation of our Correſpondence. So long as 
I can hold my Pen, and remain at any Diſtance, this 
Pleaſure ſhall never be interrupted. I have been ſo ex- 
tremely ill, that my Life was deſpaired of; but do not 
2 yourlelf, as it has pleaſed the Almighty once more 
o bleſs 
Bleſſing, the moſt flattering Hopes are now entertained 
that a few Days will perfectly complete my Recovery, 


When I tell you that Foe laſt Letter to you was ſcarce _ 


ſealed, before I was ſeized with an oppreſſive Dizzineſs, 
accompanied with an amazing Palpitation and Trembling, 


you will ceaſe to wonder at my Silence. A raging Fever 


immediately ſucceeding, alarmed me with Fears and Ap- 
prehenſions for my Senſes ; fortunately I was not de- 


prived of theſe, and the Thoughts, upon Recovery, of 


me to dedicate | 


me with the Proſpeck of Health. With this 


the amiable Charlotte did not withhold 


» 


1 ſubſcribing myſelf as ever, 
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what might then have eſcaped my Lips would have ren- 
dered my Life miſerable. To 3 1 Compenſation 
for the Tenderneſs I have experienced can never be in 
my Power; more Care or Attendance could not poſſibly 
have been ſhewn to the neareſt Relation or even an only 
Child. For Mr. Johnſon was ſcarcely from my Bed- 


fide during the whole Time; ſcarce would he be pre- 
vailed upon to leave me to take that Repoſe which was 


neceflary to preſerve his Health. Both Lord and Lady 


Bulmer conſtantly came to me once or twice every Day, 


and expreſſed the greateſt Concern at my fudden Indiſ- 
poſition, and-the Danger I was I to be in; even 

er kind Enquiries, 
but ſent frequent Meſſengers while it was ſuppoſed there 
remained any Danger, and this Morning ſhe came with 


her Brother to ſee me, on being informed that I was able 


to fit up. But how was I ſurprized to ſee the Change in 
her Features! There was no longer to be ſeen that 
ſparkling Vivacity in her Eyes, nor any Traces of her 
lovely Bloom; the Roſes had fled from her Cheeks, and 
her fine open Countenance, which had gladdened the 
Heart of every Beholder, had entirely loſt its natural Hue. 
Her Congratulations on my Recovery were expreſſed with 
all the Tenderneſs of a Siſter, nor can Words convey an 
Idea of my Feelings at her Condeſcenſion. I felt my- 
felf, as it were, reſtored to new Life, and the Enjoyment 
of perfect Bliſs ; but ſelf- intruding Reflection aroſe, as 


ſoon as ſhe had taken Leave, and pictured, in its true 
Colours, the tranſitory Illuſion. Heaven alone can tell 


for what I am reſerved, though I ſhall never be more re- 


ſigned, or relinquiſh with leis Regret the tranſient Pleas 
- ſures of this mortal Life for the gloomy Abode in the 


filent Grave. . Whatever may be the Fate of my future 
Life, I am reſolved, the very firſt Minute I can travel 
with Safety, to be removed to Town. Till this Period, 
Impatience will render the Hours tedious, as. I once 
more wiſh freely to . oy your friendly Converſation; a 


little Time will enable me to experience that Felicity, 


and in the Interval I have every poſſible Satisfaction in 


My dear Friend, 
Yours moſt affectionately, 
| T. E. 


* 


9 


* 
* - 


* 
- 
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AP OVERT: 


An open Declaration of a Gentleman to a Lady, with whom 
he had been for ſome Time acquainted. | 


Have been returned to this Place but a few Days, and 
1 ſeize the firſt Moment of Repoſe from the Civility of 
my Country Friends, to enter upon a Buſineſs which has 
preſſed for ſome Time upon my Heart, and is the great 
and indeed the only Object of it. It cannot have | 
poſſible, I preſume, for you to have ſhut your Eyes 
againſt my Senſibility to your Charms and Virtues, how- 
ever your good Senſe might turn them. from it. My 
Looks, my Words, 8 all told the ſame Tale; or 
they could not bè fai to their Source, which has long 
been wholly yours. I thought it, however, e ent 
to try myſelf, and to diſcover what Abſence and a V _ 
of new Objects and Occupations would do, before 
ſhould venture to make the Declaration which now ſwells 
my Heart. Theſe have only ſtrengthened my 3 
and more firmly rivetted your Image in my Breaſt. 
am now conſcious, that I merit you in ſome Degree, not 
from a-Compariſon of myſelf to you, but from a Belief 
that I am capable of loving you as you ought to be loved. 
On this Idea I am emboldened to aſk your Permiſſion to 
propoſe you to my Uncle as his future Niece. I ſhall 
add no more, For ſome Time paſt I have laboured with _ 
an extreme Agitation; at this Moment it increaſes, and 
I fear will ſuffer no Remiſſion till I receive that 
[Anſwer from you, which will give Sunſhine or Shade to 
the future Life of your ever faithful and moſt fincere- 


James MorTIMER, ' - 


nm 


tt... 
20 — — 


„ 


F 
To A Dung Lady. from a Gentleman to whom ſhe was 
| | engaged. = . 
B- not alarmed, my deareſt Harriot, when I tell you 
that I have ſeen your Apparition. I have ſeen it 


indeed, and you never ſtood forth in truer Colours, not 
even 


— 


EE tend the Union of two 


| You have mue | 
though you have reformed me from Foibles, you have 
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even in this dear ſtriking Miniature before me, than in 
your laſt moſt characteriſtic Letter. I ſee you, I hear 
You, I embrace you in every Sentence, but particularly 
in the poor Widow's Cottage. There I behold you in the 
moſt amiable. Light! How much greater than if blazing 
min Jewels at a Birth-Night Ball! Believe, me, when 1 
beheld you in that Scene, fo.peculiarly dear to me, I ſhed 
Tears of irreſiſtible Pleaſure.” I felt all that, L am ſure, 
you felt, when with the benevolent Spirit of the Prophet 

5 N her that © her Barrel and her Cruſe ſhould not 
l.“ Buy all the Powers of Muniffcence! I fee you at 
this Moment in the Attitude in which you ſpoke it.; a. 
Smile get ont 2c f Countenance, half reſtrained for 
Fear the Object ſhould not think you in Earneſt in your 
- Promiſe, and your fweet Eye viſibly apprehenſive leſt the 
Poor Weman ſhould: be too humiliating in her Expreſ- 
hons of Gratitude, or keſt-her Heart ſhould be too full of 
the Favour, When. ſhe turns her Praiſes on her former 

| BenefaQtor,- then,—but I cannot behold you in that Part 
9 the Scene · without too much Emotion to continue my 
_ Pen; let it ſuffice that the- Reflection has already more 
than . my Eyes, and filled them 
with Tears. But the 'Tendernels off the Subięct affects 
ma fo much, that L find F have already loſt that Spirit 
_ of. Chearfulneſs with. which L ſat down to write; yet it 
has its profit Pleaſtire, and I look forward, 
happieſt Complacency,, to- that Felicity which muſt at- 
> Unio two Hearts ſo ſympathetically allied. 
May that: Union ſoon take Place! may the good Spirit 
"which has been ſb gracious to me in every Period of my, 
Life, crown: my appineſs with that intereſting Event! 
to anſwer for, my deareſt Friend; for 


planted Vices in their Stead: In ſhort, you have made 
me both covetous and ambitious.. | 
WIE LF 52/505 Yours, 
FREE . N 
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1 

7 a Gentleman from his Friend, on 4 youn Lady bb 
A x pull nad, him an Ben. 1 * | 
Have juſt received a Letter, my dear James, which 
] makes me the moſt unhappy. of Mankind. Tis 
from a Lady whoſe Fortune 4s greatly above my moſt 
Gnguine Hopes, and whoſe Merit and Lenderneſs deſerve, 
that Heart which I feel it is not in my Power to give her. 
The general Complacency of my Behaviour to the love- 
ly.Sex, and my having been. accidentally her Partner at 
two or three Balls, has deceived her into an Opinion 
that ſhe is beloved by me; and qhe imagines ſhe is only 
returning a Paſſion which her Superiority of Fortune 
has prevented my declaring. - How much .s ſhe to be 


pitied ! my Heart knows too well the Pangs of diſap- 


pointed Love, not to feel moſt tenderly for the Sufferings 


of another, without the additional Motive to Compaſſion 


of being the undeſigned Cauſe of thoſe Sufferings, the 
ſevereſt of which human Nature is capable. I am em- 


but how to ſoften the Stroke; and in what Manner, 


without wounding her Delicacy, to decline an Offer 


which ſhe has not the leaſt. Doubt. of my accepting with 


ſhall ſend: the Anſwer of which a Copy is incloſed. Her 
Letter is already deſtroyed, . but her Name I conceal; 
for the Honour of a Lady is too facred to be truſted, 


even to the faithful Breaſt of a Friend. Lam, 


" a 1 . 
REY RP” A . iz 8 * {i 
0 


LETTER XXIV. 
77 SHOES DE ger 
To a Lady, alluded to in the preceding. 


LN my Gratitude for your generous Intentions in 
avour, though my Ideas of Probity will not ſuffer me 


to 


Nes Sg Madam, can expreſs the Warnnthihhy- 


x 
* 


barraſſed to the greateſt Degree, not what Reſolution to 
take, which required not a .Moment's Deliberation, 


al the eager "Tranſport of timid Love, ſurprized by un- 
expected Succeſs. I have wrote to her, and I think I 


* 
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to take Advantage of them. To rob-a Gentleman, by 
whom I have been treated with the utmoſt Hoſpitality, 
not only of his whole Fortune, but of hat is infinitely 
more valuable, a beloved and amiable Daughter, is an Ac- 
tion utterly inconſiſtent with thoſe Sentiments of Honour 
which I have always cultivated. Even your PerfeCtions, 
ſo ſtrongly are they rooted, cannot tempt me to be guilty 
of breaking them. (3 muſt therefore abſolutely decline 
the Uappines you have had the Goodneſs to permit me 
hope for, and beg. Leave to ſubſcribe myſelt, with the 
utinot Gratitude and the moſt lively Eſteem, 
Your moſt obliged. . 
humble Servant, 
PEN IJ. Trones, 


i 
, $ 


24M 2 -——; * 
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CO ETC I EW 
77 4 Lady, from a Gentleman, complaining of ber Dely 


2 to reward his Paſſion. | 
OW much longer, my dear Miſs Harriet, am I 
11 to ſuffer the Torment of Suſpence? how much 
2 do you wiſh me to live the Slave of Uncertainty ? 
Had Love once touched that Breaſt of yours, as my 
flattering Hopes taught me to believe, I ſnould certainly 
have been bleſſed before this Time with the Poſſeſſion of 
her my Soul doats upon, and you would have become 
mine from a Motive of Pity and Compaſſion to my Anx- 
iety. For I cannot be induced to imagine that yu wiſh 
to withdraw thoſe Hopes you once condeſcended to give, 
ut if you do, at leaft. acquaint me with it, that for 
3 s Tranquillity I may forego all Pretenſions, though it 
_  thould hurry me to the Grave. If you really prefer any 
other happy Youth, favour me with the Knowledge of 
it, that with my lateſt Breath I might recommend you 
tous Love. But if, my deareſt Life, you ever meant 
to Bleſs the Man who ö with the pureſt Flame 
which ever warmed che Breaſt af Mortal, why am I 
* N con- 
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condemned to this Life of Perplexity? Conſent, m 
Charney amiable Girl, conſent, and let me c 
ou mine. I know my Lord would intercede with Sir 

illiam, when this was once effected, to forgive his 
Child. Should he remain implacable, my Fortune is 
ſufficient; and poſſeſſed of you, I would aſk of Heaven 
no other Mong. Yet if you ſhould ſtill remain in- 
flexible, and inſiſt u 


William's final Determination, if you have one Spark of Eſ- 
teem for the almoſt deſpairing Freeman. To live in ſuch 


a State of Doubt is worſe than Death; nor ſhould I have 


delayed this ſo long, had not your Prohibiton and my 


Siſter's Intreaties prevailed over my Impatience. Either 


conſent to my writing to Sir William, or kindly yield to 


pon having his Conſent; you cannot 
be averſe from his coming to London, and obtaining Sir 


become the Partner of my future Life; for if you refuſe „ | 


me in all, I cannotanſwer for my next Reſolution, thou 
I never more may trouble you with my unwelcome So- 


licitations. My Heart you are ſole Miſtreſs of, which 
will ever beat with the moſt affectionate Wiſhes for your 


Welfare and Happineſs, whatever may befal | 
W Vour undiſſembled Admirer, 
_ James FREEMAN, 


— tho. * * * 


8 — 


r 
Fran the Lady, in Anſwer to the preceding. 5 
NKIND, ungenerous Freeman! In what Ma 


ner have I ever given you Cauſe to doubt my Af- 
tions! Have I not 8 


* 
92 


was in my Power, and conſiſtent with my Situation? 


Are you ſo far a Stranger to the Obedience of a Child, 


to N I can be perſuaded to act in direct Oppoſition 
to a Parent's Commands, and even to ruſh precipitately 
on without. even waiting for the Reſult of his Determi- 
nation? What Reſpect can you hope to receive from that 
Wife who was regardleſs of her Duty to an indulgent 
Father! Therefore let me intreat you to examine more 


minutely the Raſhneſs of ſuch a Step. Only were | 


ranted you every Affurance that 
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for Inſtance, that your Siſter was prepoſſeſſed in Favour 
of- a Perſon who might pay his Court to her, and that, 
without waiting for the Conſent of her Family, ſhe was 
to elope; would you-contider her Excuſe for committing 
ſuch an extravagant Act as ſufficient, becaule ſhe appre- 


hended their Objections to her Choice? would you not 


condemn her, how worthy ſoever the Object might prove, 
for having drawn Diſgrace upon her Family? The 
Propoſal you have made to me, ſhould I conſent to it, 
would expoſe me equally to Cenſure; theſe will be your 
Sentiments upon cool Reflection, when that has reſumed 
its Station, whatever may be your preſent Opinion. The 
moſt favourzble Conſtruction which ſuch 8 could 
admit of, would be to attribute it to the Weakneſs of my 
Min railty of Diſpoſition ; but in the Eyes of the 
World, how truly deſpicable ' would it make me ap- 

| py ! With Reſpect to Fortune, I am certain you 
ave more than ſufficient for my Happineſs, nor have [ 


| the ſmalleſt Doubt of your Affection; but without Sit 


William's Conſent I can never take the Name of Freeman. 
- I will not ſuppoſe you meant to alarm me into the Conſent 

for your coming to London; but your 4 Ob- 
ſervation, I cannot anſwer for my next Reſolution, 


taough I never more may trouble you with my unwel- 


come Solicitations,?” abounds with Uncertainty, But if 


it is to diſband and leave me for ever ;—if that is the 


mighty Reſolve, then farewel all my fond Hopes of Truth 


It is ungenerous to ſuppoſe either that I wiſh you to 


live in this State of Uncertainty, or that I am of ſo 
. © Changeable a Diſpoſition as to deſire to fly from your 


Eſteem to catch at that of another's. What Part of my 
Conduct have | 

tainted with hon ? I have been bred in the ru 

Paths of Content, and Trauth and Candour are ever my 
Guides ; nor was I ever Miſtreſs of Deceit enough to 
8 Sentiments from the Man which my Heart 
had choſe, and who I fear knows it but too well. But [ 
could-wiſh you would wait with Patience, at leaſt till our 
Return into the Country; though if any Judgment is to 
be formed from the Contents of your Letter, there is 
but little Hopes of your doing ſo, I cannot perceiye = 


$ 
* 


ou the leaſt Occaſion to accuſe of . 


* .- ” 
2 * 
— 
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my Concurrence is aſked, but demanded; but if you 
ſhould meet with a Denial from Sir William, which 1 
would not wiſh you to hazard at preſent, you may per- 
| haps be left at Leiſure to condemn your own Raihneſs. 
If you have not thought better of it before you receive 
_ come, and I dare confeſs, without a Bluſh, that 1 
wi ou may have more ' Succeſs than is expected at 
this Timeby £2 : 
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PINS he ie i} of © q + 4, . 
From: a Lady to her Friend. A plegfing Deſcription of 4 
; . | . Family. Fears * = 


CY VR Patient, my dear Counteſs, is recoverin apace, 
0 and I aſſure you is not Much dej ected. We went 
out yeſterday, and he was very chearful; and, ſitting 
down on a Graſs Plat, for Amuſement went to Cards. 
Miſs Trueman had depoſited ſeveral Pledges of her 
Loſings, and a Song was the Price of their Redemption. 
She has a moſt charming Voice, and her Graces in ſing- 
ing are ſo natural, that it is impoſſible not to be in Rap- 
tures with them, Our Invalid was really ſo, and ſung 
a Duet with her. In the Evening he engaged her to ſing 
again, and a little Concert was formed by her, the younger 
Siſters, and Mr. Trueman. The Earl, who little ex- E 
pected to find ſuch Talents amidſt Rocks and Precipices, 
was in freſh” Extaſies. He was to have gone to the 
| Baths to Day, but has ordered the Waters to be brought 
hither, As I take them myſelf, and the Ladies have he 
Complaiſance to riſe early to go out with him, he ſaid 
he would endeavour to imitate me; and that, every- ' 
Thing conſidered, he rather choſe to continue here than 
to go by , himſelf to the Baths. This Reſolution has 
given me great Pleaſure, Your Brother's Taſte for 
| Gaiety and Liberty is well known; but his unhappy -  _ 
Adventure has altered his Character, though he may 3 
yet return to his natural Diſpoſition. Our young Ladies 
ave Gaiety, en Wu Wit and _ | 
8 wWhic 
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which are always agreeable to a Man of Merit; and I 
confeſs that my Wiſhes would reach their Summit, | 


my Lord ſhould be happy enough to approve of and to 


be approved by Miſs Trueman. Theſe two amiable 
Perſons have been brought together by an Adventure, 
and to this happy Adventure 1 thall leave them; the leaſt 

Interpoſition would 15 all. Miſs Trueman poſſeſſes 
a cultivated Mind, a Senſibility of Soul, and an Honeſty 
of Heart; and though I ſhall fee without appearing to 
ſee, you muſt acknowledge that I rely much on your 


Greatneſs of Mind in venturing to communicate ſuch an 


Idea. Her Merit, her Virtue, and her Beauty, are the 
greateſt Part of her Portion; all the little Fortune ſhe 
can hope for bears no Compariſon to that of the Earl. 
The World would charge him with committing an Ad 
of Folly ; but I regard Happineſs only as the true Good, 


and as the Opulence of your Brother places him above 


thoſe Confiderations, I will venture to maintain that this 


Union would render bis Situation the Envy of every 


Perſon of Senſe and Senſibility. Her economical Con- 


duct and Moderation, as to herſelf, might be reckoned a a 


ſufficient Counter-balance to a Fortune, For two Years 


paſt ſhe: has entirely managed her Mother's Houſe, With 


an Eaſe that is aſtoniſhing ; her Attention to Buſimeſs is 
ſcarce perceptible. The Servants adore her, and ſhe 
finds Means to afford great Aſſiſtance to ſeveral neigh- 

bouring Families at a ſmall Expence. I have been in- 


formed of a thouſand Inſtances of her Beneficence, very 


important in their Motives and Effects. It is no great 
Effort to. open our Purſe to the unDappFs when Riches 
have put it in our Power; but to ſupply the Want of 
Riches: by our natural Abilities alone, in the Relief of 


them, appears to me a double Generoſity. But my 
Hopes may vaniſh, becauſe periops they are founded 
u 


ppoſing otherwiſe, plea- 


on my Wiſhes. Yet, 
2 | Finde to paſs 2 1 


ſing Propoſals always cauſe 
; — never regret that which is ne ed in 
or Deſire. of good Actions, 2 


FFV 


e Foreſight 
{till leſs when em- 
ployed in a Correſpondence with you. Adieu, my dear 
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LETTER XXVII. 


_ Choice of a Wife. 


An Anſwer to the preceding, 8 Reflections on the | 


% 


. 


IT would, indeed, my. dear Friend, have been a Mor- 


tification to me, if you had judged of my Senti- 


ments in any other Manner than from your own. Your 
. Wiſhes coincide with mine. As my Brother's Circum- 
ſtances have placed him above all pecuniary Conſider- 
ations with Reſpect to Marriage, his only Motive in 
ſuch a Caſe muſt be Happineſs. If his Fortune were 
leſs, I ſhould applaud the Choice. The Shackles, un- 
| happily impoſed upon us by prevailing Modes, oblige 

us to pay à Regard to Fortune. Luxury has placed 
every Thing as Neceflaries, and its Expences ate with 
Difficul dee ee Two Perſons, without any For- 
tune at all, in e with each other, are in a Situation 


extremely pitiable, as it would be imprudent to marry, 


and unhappy to remain ſingle; but my Brother is not 


in theſe Circumſtances. He is rich, and I ſhould think 
him more-than happy if he could inſure his own Felicity 
by uniting it with that of a well-bred, virtuous, and 


amiable Woman. Though you think it beſt not to 


interpoſe in the Affair, your Advice may be of great 


Weight; but you know beſt what Steps are moſt proper 
to be taken. Aſſure my Brother of my ſincereſt Love 
t 


and Friendſhip, and Mrs. Trueman of that juſt Regard 


J entertain for her. It is not the Talent of every one to 


ive ſuch an Education to her Children as ſhe hath done, 

Io them likewiſe I would beg to be remembered. 

Adieu, my dear Friend, 
e ann 


* — a wilt 
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LETTER XXIX. 
To a Friend, on his Wife's Want of Oeconomy. 


> # 


1 fn grieved, my dear Friend, that your domeſtic | 


fairs are ſtill in ſo bad a Situation, and that your 


Wife, by her exceſſive EO labours continually to 
2 


make 
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make them worſe. There is nothing but Patience and 
Mildneſs which can affect her; gain her Confidence, 
and you will afterwards gain what you pleaſe. What. 
ever Faults a Wife may have committed, never moleſt 
her, but find ſome Means capable of opening her Eyes. 

Reaſon with her, and ſeem to enter into her Views fo as 
not to have the Appearance of contradicting her; and 
inſenſibly, by candid Repreſentations, by good Treat. 


ment, by ſenſible Reaſonings, by the Effutions of the 
Heart, 1 


reach to her. But never complain of her, before your 


e may be brought to reliſh the Morals. you 


hildren, and {till leſs before your Servants; for they 
will acquire the Habit of A her no longer, and 


perhaps they may deſpiſe her. Women deſerve Atten- 


tion; and their Peeviſhneſs is often owing to the Tem- 
per of their Huſbands. Their tender Forms, as well as 
their Situation, require Reſpect ; their Cares are not ſo 


eaſily diverted as ours are, whoſe Lives are divided be- 


tween Buſineſs and Study, and their domeſtic Vexations 
haraſs them. The Huſband may be abroad on Buſineſs 
or Pleaſure, but the Wife is employed at Home in mi- 
nute Attentions, which are conſequently teazing.— 


I boſe who love Reading have a Reſource, but they can- 


not always be reading; and almoſt every Woman who 
reads much is infected with Vanity. If her Creditors 
could be adviſed to perſecute her frequently, ſhe would 
don be tired of their Viſits; and then you might take 
Occaſion to ſhew her the Misfortune of being in Debt. 
Von might alſo urge the Neceſſity of ſaving ſomething 
for her Children; for as ſhe loves them tenderly, that 
Motive will be the beſt Leflon which can be given her. 
I formerly knew an old Officer, who had ſuffered much 
by the palkonat Freaks of his Wife; he had learned the 
Art of remaining immoveable, and not ſpeaking one 
Word, when ſhe fell into a Rage, and this Silence very 
ſoon cooled her Paſſion. The paſſionate can only be 
diſarmed by Mildneſs, I am glad that your eldeſt Son 
has ſuch uncommon Sagacity; and as the Temper of 
the youngeſt is more reſerved, you muſt try it in order 


to make him ſhew himſelf A Father's Talent is to 


multiply himſelf, and to appear to his Children under 
different Forms; to one, as a Maſter,0 * : ay 
11 : 5 . | ; » : : — len 0 
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Friend, Love me always as your beſt Friend, the 
Friend of your Family, and as one who moſt ſincerely 
wiſhes to ſee you happy. My Compliments to your 
dear Wife, whom I wiſh to ſee as reaſonable in her Ex- 
nces as you are. That Time will come; and till it 
oes, conſider that the Happineſs of this Life conſiſts in 
always hoping. 
_____ TI am, my dear Friend, 
Yours affectionately. 


— 
_—_— 


* 


LETTER ARX. 


To a Lady, whoſe Coquetry had hurried her into an in- 


diſcreet Marriage. On the Duties of a married State. 
WERE ſhall I ſay to my beloved, my unfortunate 


Friend, under her preſent Circumſtances? How: 
convey Conſolation clear of Reflection, or convince hef 
that my Pity, my Sympathy, are hers, without adding 
freſh Stings to her AMiction ? Alas, my Dear, it was 
but too neceffary for you to learn the Leſſon of Morti- 
hcation ; for the Path which is ſtrewed with Flowers is 


very ſlippery. A greater Evil might have befallen you; 


your Honour and Fortune are ſecure, though your Taſk, 
| grant, is rather hard to perform. But whatever were 
your Motives for entering into fo ſacred an Engagement, 


nothing can excuſe your tulfilling it. You muſt accuſ- 


tom yourſelf, at all Times, to turn your Thoughts on 
the moſt favourable Side of your Huſband's Characler; 
and by compaſſionating his Infirmities and concealing 
them, cultivate and do Juſtice to his real Perfections. 
The World will ſoon forget the Step you have taken; 
for your Fortune, 1 Title, and a Coach and ſix, will 
ſecure you from Cenſure, if you give not freſn Cauſe 
for the Tongues and Pens of Slander to exerciſe upon. 

You have not forfeited the Friendihip of any one, and 
you have it more than ever in your Power to obtain an 
Approbation you have hitherto been a Stranger to, the 
Approbation of 4. own Heart. My Father conjures 
you to be mindful of the Character you have thought 


H 3 proper 


— — 
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proper to aſſume; for you muſt expect hereafter to ſtand 
or fall in his Affection, by that Teſt of your Prudence 
and Reſolution. He knows you are capable of many 
great and-good Actions, and he has too much Candour 
to conclude that one falſe Step can never be retrjeved. 
Your own Underſtanding, aſſiſted by cool Reflection, 
will enable you to form a very different Judgment of 
Life, its Pleaſures and Diſappointments, than you have 
hitherto entertained, - You will be convinced that Mis. 
_ fortunes depend in great Meaſure upon ourſelves, as our 
Imagination may conſtitute, or our Reaſon diminiſh, 
more than half the Grievance. You will find likewiſe 
that every Perſon "= have Connexion with (however 
ſeemingly happy) have their ſecret Anxieties; and that 
yours, perhaps, notwithſtanding their being at preſent 
ſo very acute, are infinitely inferior to many. The 
Hand of Death has probably robbed one of all he held 
dear; ſome fevere chronical Diſeaſe deprives another of 
all Poſſibility of Enjoyment ; a third labours under thoſe 
. Mortifications derived from the Perverſeneſs and Undu- 
tifulneſs of an only Child; a fourth is ſunk down by the 
Compunction of an evil Conſcience, whoſe Hand had 
violently deprived him of Life; a fifth—but it is Mad. 
neſs to attempt enumerating the Evils Mankind are ſub- 
ject to, —and you will be ſatisfied, that devoting your. 
Attention to one Man, agreeable to your Our, and re- 
ducing your Approbation for another into the ſober Sen- 
timents of Friendſhip, is by no Means fo farmidable a 
_ Difficulty in Practice as in Proſpect. I am very far from 
being clear with Reſpect to the Propriety of your writ- 


ing to the Perſon, whoſe Welfare you have ſo much at 


Heart; but I will beſtow upon it all ſuitable Conſider. 


ation, on Condition that you promiſe me never to en- 


quire either into the Effects or Certainty of my Com- 
liance. The Subject is abundantly too tender even to 
e touched upon at preſent; a Year or two hence per- 
© | haps may make you equal to it. Vet my belt Services 
ſhall be yours on every proper Occaſion and if I can- 
not mitigate, I ſhall ever ſympathize in your Misfor- 
tunes. Adieu, my dear Friend, for the preſent. 
. Vours ſincerely. 


1. E r- 
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LETTER MM.. 
To a Lady from a Gentleman, deſcribing the State of his 
OW much, how tenderly do I 8 with you 
H in thoſe anxious Languors of whic 
urely our Hearts have tome hidden Intercourte, by 
which they 7 at the fame Time of each other's 
Feelings. That languid and unenjoying State which 
ou deſcribe is truly the Picture of my own Mind. I 
y from Society to Shades and Retirement, where you 
are the only Object near me. I indulge myſelf with re- 
calling thoſe precious Moments I ſpent with you, and 
enjoy thoſe glowing and impaſſioned Embraces. It is 
too much for me; my Heart faints under the ſweet Op- 
preſſion. From the dear Reverie do I awake, and ſtart 
with Frenzy to find myſelf alone. Then Languor ſuc- 
ceeds to ideal Pleaſure, and all the Pains and Anxieties 
of Abſence renew their Attacks. Yet this joyleſs So- 
litude ſeems to be the only State ſuited to my Inclina- 
tions. About five Miles from this Place there is the 


moſt beautiful Grove I ever ſaw; and I fo frequently 
vilit it, that my very Horſe knows where to ſtop. How 


often in that ſweet Shade have you been in my Arms, 


and I have preſſed you to my glowing Boſom with vi- 


ſionary Extaſy ! But I ſink under theſe cruel Thoughts, 


and muſt reſt. At laſt I find, that to live long with- 


out you will not be in my Power. I have no Soul, no 


Heart but what is with you. My Faculties are fled and- 


gone; and I am not the ſame Creature. My Fate is in 
our Hands, and you muſt either take me ſoon to your _ . 


oſom, or I ſhall not be worth your taking, But 1 
leaye every Thing to your Determination, and will 
urge you to nothing ; yet I owe you this Information, 
that by partaking with me early of ſome Retirement, 
you may poſſibly prolong that Life which I find to be 

ce ſupportable with you. wad | 
Yours as ever. 


ts 1 


you complain! 


SZ 
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| Account of ſome flanderous Reports of bim. 
= W AT ſhall I fay to ſooth, to comfort, to confirm 
IF VV. the Heart of my. adorable Honoria ? How ſhall 
J fortify her under the Influence of that timorous and de- 
licate agua 16, which, like the Senſitive Plant, ſhrinks 
under the rude Louch of every impertinent Approacher ? 
Yet it is my Happineſs, that the Heart which is thus 
timorous and ſenſible, has for its Companion a Mind 
naturally grezt, fortified by Wiſdom that muſt hold 
cheap the Attacks of idle and ill-grounded Opinions, and 
directed by Honour that will invariably adhere to I ruth 
and Juſtice, Theſe Conſiderations prevent my bein 
Rey miſerable; and the low and illiberal Abuſe 
contained in your Quotation from the infamous Letter, 
I am perſuaded, you will look upon with the Contempt 
it deferves. That your poor Friend enjoys your Friend- 
ſhip, will be ſufficient to move every Lags of Malig- 
nity againſt him; it no other Way concerns me than as 
it may give your tender Heart a temporary Pain; as for 
my own Part, I deſpiſe the Attacks of impotent Malice, 
and have Pride enough to be ſatisfied with my own In- 
tegrity. But I am nevertheleſs intereſted to defend my 
Cauſe in your Heart againſt ſome who call themſelves 
your. Friends; and while you ſuffer the Perſecution of 


brance, that I too am your Friend, who, by Virtue of 
the ſtrongeſt and beſt Affection, have an indiſputable 
Right to 3 Heart. This Right you have yourſelf 
confirmed by the deareſt Acknowledgments of the fame 
mutual Affection. But how cruel muſt be that Wretch 
who could intimate, without knowing me, that you 
would find a tyrannous Huſband in your Friend! Is it 

(ible ! Can the Heart of the trueſt and tendereſt Love 


Soul of Avarice, or the heart-breaking Negligence of 
the Debauchee? You will find a Heart which can em- 


_—_— | wrapped 


Toe a young 7 /E/ ten a Gentleman, in Anſwer to ber 


their good Advice, let me recommend to your Remem- 


harbour Tyranny? Will you find in your Theodoſius 
the Inſenſibility of a Fox-hunting Squire, the unfeeling 


brace his Honoria with excluſive Fondneſs, and alone 
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Body; and if e you ſhould appear in the 
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rapped up in the dear Enjoyment of her Virtues and 
— wi will wake her Happineſs its unwearied Study. 
Very many Thanks are due to my lovely Friend for her 
kind Wiſhes with Regard to my Health ; far while ſhe 
thinks it of Value, I ſhall think it worth preſerving. 
The like Concern for her Health will ever be fully re- 


xd from her ty 
1 Faithful Friend. 


LETS EK NNE 6-19: 
From a Mather to her Daughter, congratulating her on 
the Birth of a San. 


Am overjoyed, my dear Child, to hear of your being 
I ſafely delivered, and of a Boy. I told you that we 
were apt to repreſent to ourſelves Ills greater than they 
are; and that on this Occaſion a Woman's Tenderneis 
for her Child leſſens them by one half, whilſt her Love 
to her Huſband gives her Strength to bear the other. 
Thank God for his Favours. A good Hufband, a Son, 
Health! what other Bleſſings can you wiſh for? No 
one can have your Welfare at Heart more than myſelf. 
You will always deſerve my Friendſhip, and you ſhall 


always have it. Take Care of yourſelf. *Tis one of 


our Duties to mind our Health. hatever People may 


_ fay, don't make yourſelf uneaſy ; for as you may depend 


upon me, it ſhall in Time appear that you are the Fa- 


vouritę of a Favourite. Adieu, my dear Eliza. 


LE T TER XEXXTY. 
The Duties of married Ladies, ina Letter to a Daughter. 
4 have now, my dear Daughter, two Things 

only to do; ſerve God, and pleaſe your Huſband. 
Be prodigal of Foun Complaifance to him; enter into all 
u 


bis Fancies; ſuffer all his Oddities, but never let him 
ave any of yours to ſuffer. If he is jealous, ſee no 


* 


great 


154 The Complete Lrrrrn-WRITE. 


3 World, appear there, but always with that Mo- 
eration which Virtue e As your Huſband will 
foon be the Governor of , inform yourſelf what 


Good may be done by the firſt Woman of a Town, 


aid do it. Never be without Women of Character in 
, your Company; for you are too * to launch into 

the World without an irreproachable Witneſs of your 
Conduct. Your Huſband, let him be what he will, will 
| like you the better for it. But be circumſpect in form- 
ing your Connexions with Women; it is better to be 
ſeen at the Play or Opera with ſome Men, than at a 
Sermon with ſome Women. You ſhould love the 
Preſence of 8 Huſband and his Company; and never 
make a Myſtery of any Thing to him. To obey him is 
the firſt Duty of the eee State; to bring up your 
Children, the ſecond. Take Care of them before they 
are born, and do not expoſe their Health and Salvation 
by any Indiſcretion. Render to them the Education you 
bave received yourſelf; and I hope they will prove to 
be worthy of you. The Misfortunes with which a 
Paſſion for Play- is generally attended, ſhould caution 
you againſt all Exceſs. Reflections which ſerve to make 
-us know ourſelves and correct our Failings, ſhould be 
encouraged. - Decency may require that you ſhould 
follow. the Faſhions, . but Modeſty requires that you 
ſhould follow them at a Diſtance. Though you have 
been educated in the pureſt Doctrine, underſtand 
your Religion very well; yet Novelties in Opinion 
ſhould be guarded againſt, and, if treated at all, touched 
-with great Reſerve. If, m dear Daughter, you are a 
good Chriſtian, a good Wife, and a good Mother; you 
will fulfil your Duty, eftabliſh your Reputation, and 
allure your Salvation. Adieu. I, . 


— 


LETTER MN. 


On the Afedtation of Wit in young Ladies. Tao a Female 
„„ 9 | 


1 whatever Nonſenſe they may talk, if they have 
but a pretty Face, it will all paſs for Wit; and _ = 


M Women imagine, my dear Harriot, that 
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Men will admire what they hear for the Sake of what 


they ſee. There is indeed ſome Truth in this, as I have 
more than once obſerved a handſome Woman, whoſe 
Wit was ſurpriſing ; and her Raillery was ſo ſevere and 
et ſo juſt, that ſhe was a perfect Prodigy. But, alas! 
having unfortunately caught the Small-pox, the was ex- 
tremely pitted. I will not pretend to account for the 
Conſequence, but the univerſal Obſervation of the Men 
then was, Good Heavens! is this the Woman we 
made ſuch a Rout about? I really fee nothing ſo extra- 
ordinary in what fhe ſays, and I cannot help confidering it 
as mere troubleſome Chit-chat.** The Women wo, 
now they can envy her no longer, pity her having had 
ſuch a cruel and malicious Diſtemper; and even fay that 


they think her, -if poſſible, more witty than ever, and her 
Converſation more brilliant than even it was before her 
Misfortune. I am, | 


My dear Harriot's , ' 
Affectionate Friend. 


LETTER XXXVI. 

From a Gentleman to his Friend, on returning from abroad. _ 

My dear Friend, 1 1 
T Had no ſooner returned to the fweet Boſom of Eng- 


land, and breathed the Smoke of the City, than my 

emory_ran ſuddenly upon you. Almoſt ever ſince - 
hath your Idea filled up and engroſſed my Imagination, 
fo that I can think of nothing elſe; with ſuch a Preg- 
nancy does your Love ſwell, both in my Breaſt and 
Brain, that nothing can deliver me of this violent high 
Paſſion but the Sight of you. I pray you make Haſte to 
fave my Longing, and tantalize me no longer, for the 

ht of you will be more precious to me than any one 


Si 
Obdject I have ſeen in all my three Vea. Travel. If 
you take this for a Compliment, becauſe I am newly 


come from France, I ſhall only add that you are mu 


Yours, 4e. 


2 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


From a young Lady's Friend to her Mather. | An - Rho 
ture of 


TI Eſteem and Friendſhip, Madam, which I 
{hall ever entertain for you, have prevailed upon 
me to accept, with the greateſt Pleaſure, a Commiſſion 
with which the Earl of B. has entruſted me. Senſible of 
Miſs Horton's Merit and Accompliſhments, he has re- 
queſted me to acquaint you © how great a Happineſs 

it would be, if he could obtain the Eſteem of this ador- 
able Girl, and the Honour of calling you by the Name 

of Mother.“ I have faithfully noted his Words, which 
imply every og that can be ſaid. His Welfare is 
in your Hands. Nothing remains to be ſettled with Re- 
ſpect to Fortune; his own is ſufficient, and he is no 
tranger to the Value of a virtuous Mind. Could he 


have ventured fo far, before he had aſked her Hand from 


ou, he would have demanded of herſelf a Heart whoſe 
Flame was mutual to his own ; but his Reſpect, which 
is only. equalled by his Love, induced him to forbear. 
They know each other, and no Cauſe exiſts to retard 
their Union. Thus, Madam, if this Propoſal ſhould 
meet with your Approbation, as I hope it will, it ma 
de conſummated without Delay, and the Earl's utmo 
Wiſhes, as well as my own, be accompliſhed, I am 
certain this Event, as it will complete his Happineſs, 
will not leave that of Miſs Horton imperfect. Adieu, 
my dear Madam. I wait your Anſwer with an Im- 
patience ſcarcely inferior to that of his Lordſhip, 

Grove, near Mathck, 3 | (1 
May 7th, 1788. 


L ETER > + 
A Reply in Favour of the Propoſal, with ſome uſeful 
| EE Cf 


WW FH the utmoſt Gratitude, Madam, I return you 
Thanks for intereſting yourſelf fo greatly in my 


'Y - Daughter's Welfare. I could moſt venture, from this 
3 | CM TD Regard - 


arriage on Behalf of a young Gentleman. 
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Regard alone, to reſt her whole Happineſs in that Union 
which you have propoſed. But a Mother's Fears tell 
her that ſuch an Alliance is far above what I could ever 
hope. Moſt Parents in my Place would be tranſported 


with Joy; but I never ſought for my Daughter an Eſ- 


tabliſhment valuable only tor Rank or Intereſt, which 
do not imply gon wy A Woman may not be happy; 
even with the be 

and Fortune; for there have been Marriages where, 
though Eſteem was mutual, Miſery was mutual alſo. 
The Earl has Underſtanding, Accompliſhments, and, 
what is more valuable, 1 of Heart, and he is 
amiable, and was born to pleaſe; but has he that ſolid 
Virtue, thoſe ſure Principles, without which he cannot 
be a good Huſband ? is the unhappy Paſſion he once 


of Qualities, accom with Love 


conceived effaced from his Heart? If he has offered his 


Hand to my Daughter merely from Chagrin or Anger 


how great would be the Misfortune of ſuch a Marriage 

With Reluctance extreme ſhould I give him my Daugh- 
ter, if he carries his Hatred to Charlotte to Extremity ; 
but if he deſpiſes her Conduct in cooler Moments, and 
his Mind is ſo detached: from her that he can ſee her 
without Emotion, I ſhall have better Expectations. But 
perhaps he has been captivated by Beauty alone, without 
any Regard to the inward Qualities of the Heart. To 
ſuch a Senſibility and Delicacy as my Daughter poſſeſſes, 
a greater Calamity could ſcarcely happen, than to be 


united to a Huſband who is unable to diſtinguiſh intel- 
lectual Accompliſhments. It is to be feared that the 
Earl, after ſo many Irregularities, is only attached to 
the exterior A ions. I wiſh to obtain for her a 
Huſband, tender, virtuous, prudent, and ſenſible of her 


Merit; one with whom ſhe might enjoy the Pleaſures 
of Confidence and Friendſhip as well as Love. But I 
will confide in your Ability and Diſcretion, and in your 


Affection to her; and if, u ou your diſcovering his real 


Sentiments, your Report favourable, with the 


greateſt Joy ſhall I accept the Honour you intend us. 


Till I have a ſatisfactory Anſwer from you, I ſhall not 


mention the Affair to my Daughter, nor at preſent would 


it be proper for me to wait on you at your own Houſe; 


but we are returning to Horton, and I ſhould. regard it 


— 


VT 1 
7.7 


158 The Complete LET TEX-WaT TIR. 


as the greateſt Obligation to receive a Viſit from you 2 
there on Monday. I would mean to excuſe the Com- fi 
pany of the Earl and my Son; for then we may treat ſi 
more explicitly of this Matter, and come to ſuch a Reſo- V 
lation as ſhall appear moſt prudent. went. 4214 u 
This Moment my Son is arrived here, and the Earl, ] e 
find, has mentioned his Intention to him; but I have d 


ſtrictly forbidden him to ſay a Syllable of it to his Siſter, 
though I tremble left he ſhould, as he ſeems in ſuch 
Tranſports of Joy, and cannot, as he fays, conceive any 
Reaſons for my Heſitation. However, 1 ſhall ſend him 
back to you as ſoon as poſlible, that he may not betray 

the Secret, and I am going to wy Daughter to prevent 
any Opportunity of a private Converſation. Adieu, 
Madam. My Gratitude wants Words to be expreſſed. . 


_ Thorp, May gth, 1788. 


| e ,  s ws M1 v1 ap 
From a young Gentleman to his Friends, on his Proſpect 
nb of fucceſsful Love. © fp | 
Ys complain of Neglect, and indeed with ſome 
Shew of Reaſon; but I muſt beg your Pardon, 
0, my Hours at preſent are ſo agreeably taken 
up I have ſcarce one to throw away upon any Oc- 
caſion. But don't let that affect you, my Boy; for in 
every other Reſpect I am as much yours as ever. Lam 
above half inclined to flatter myſelf that my Difficulties 
are at an End, fo very propitious is this amiable Wo- 
man in every Particular. With free Leave to purſue the 
Dictates of my Heart, and to prattle Love without In- 
terruption or Reſtraint, I have the faireft Proſpect of ' 
prevailing upon her to be mine before ſhe· can receive L 
any farther. Contamination. Indeed her Vivacity is ſo 1 
far recovered, that I could not anſwer for the Conſe- 
quence if ſhe was to get looſe in her ſingle State; ſhe is L 
not certainly accountable to any one for her Actions, 
and ſhe is not of a Diſpoſition to ſubmit to impertinent 
Controul. But if once her Fate was united to mine, I 
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am convinced that the gentleſt Perſuaſions would be ſuf- 
ficient to preſerve her from Irregularities. I cannot be 
ſurprized at the Lengths her Vivacity tranſports her, 


when even my Sedateneſs is but a poor Security for me, 


when exalted by her Approbation. At preſent ſhe is 


- exempt from every Care; no Demands upon her Ten- | 


derneſs, her Prudence, or her Condeſcenſion. But ſhe 
would find full Exertion for them all, when once initiated 
into the amiable Characters of the Wife and Mother. 
Can you, Tom, have forgot the Deſcription-I gave you 
of her when at the Play? How did her lovely Senſibility, 
and the Tears ſhe ſo judiciouſly beſtowed, bear Teſti- 
mony of the Goodneſs of her Diſpoſition ? The innocent 
Diſtreſs of the Children—the heart-rending Sorrow of 
the Parent did they not all ſuitably affect her? She felt 
it, and by hiding her Face to conceal the beautiful Ef- 
fect of her 1 made me wholly hers. Mrs. 
Parnell and I have formed a Plot upon her excellent 
Niece; her Sentiments and mine perfectly correſpond. 
She will ſee but little Company; ſhe will affociate with 
but few Parties, until I have obtained the Preſent of her 
Hand. The Buftle of Preparations, it is hoped, will 
be ſufficiently amuſing ; and I will afterwards venture to 
truſt her with her own Conduct. As to you, Mr. 
Thomas, I ſhall expect your Preſence upon the Occaſion, 
with every Effential to do your Friend Honour, No 
Excuſes you can offer will be accepted; for your Miſ- 
treſs's Conftancy cannot be ſuſpected, and your Sepa- 
ration for a ſhort Period will but tend to augment the 
Happineſs of your future Interviews. Adieu. 


Yours. 
* 


„ ** 4 — 


LETTER XI. 


The Folly and Cruelty of unmeaning Co Ements exem- | 
bed. To 4 Jene — — ch 


I were well, my young Friend, if ſome of our in- 

genious Authors, who have explained many difficult 

Terms in the Engliſh Language, would give us their 

Opinion of what is called, Fords of Courſe, A * 
| Det wi 


* 
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will offer you the moſt folemn Proteſtations of Friend. 
. ſhip, even with the moſt ſoothing Aſſurances, © that if 
you employ. another to ſerve you in any certain Affair, 
it will really be doing his Friendſhip Injuſtice;“ but he 
dreads nothing ſo. much as your expecting a Performance 
of his Offers. He ſtares at you, if you ſhould claim 
them ; and 1s extremely aſtonithed that you ſhould take 


in a ſerious Light what were only meant as Words of 
_ - Courſe. Perhaps alſo you are ridiculed into the Bar- 


gain, that you ſhould know ſo little of Life, as to be ig- 
norant that the Tongue has nothing to do with the 
Heart. How many Perſons of Genius and Learning 
have been deceived by this wicked and infamous Con- 


duct! This faſhionable Mode of Proceeding is often the 


Cauſe alſo of very ſerious Conſequences to the fair Sex. 
A Gentleman of Rank and Fortune addreſſes the young 

and amiable Louiſa; on whoſe Account ſhe refuſes many 
advantageous Offers, and prefers his Morality and good 
Senſe, with a Character unexceptionable, to every other 
Conſideration. Every Part of his Conduct. ſeemed to, 
_ teſtify a ſircere Affection. The Conſent of Friends was, 
obtained, Wedding Cloaths were talked of, and the 


Settlements were ta be made on his Return from viſiting 


a Relation at ſome Diſtance. He ſeemed to leave Louila 


with the utmoſt Regret, and promiſed to write by every 


Poſt ; but more than two Months elapſed without hear- 
ing a ſingle Syllable of him. Her Partiality for him 
projected every Excuſe, for bis Silence; and her own 
NS ends were too generous to entertain the leaſt Suſ- 
picion of his, nor would ſhe ſuffer her Regard to be 
feſſened by the moſt unfavourable. Circumſtances, till 
Conjecture ſhould be plainly loſt in Certainty. But 

how was ſhe aſtoniſhed to find on his Return that he 
made no Apology for his Neglect, nor even renewed 
the Subject of their former Converſations. He only fat 
down for a few Minutes, talked of the Weather, of an 
epidemical Diſorder then reigning in the North of Eng- 
land ; and then, with all the Formality of a Stranger, 
- withed her a good Night, and ſhe has neither ſeem or 


— 


heard from him ſince. On ſuch an Occaſion, no won- 


der that Louiſa's Senſibility made her ſuffer ſeverely. A 
lingering Illneſs ſucceeded, which preyed upon her Spirits, 
e * 8 | > " an 
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and her Friends were in the utmoſt Anxiety for her Life; 
and when her affecting State was mentioned to this con- 
temptible Wretch, with ſome Hints of their Engage- 
ment, he affected Surpriſe, and declared, upon his 
Honour, that nothing had ever paſſed on his Side but 
mere Words of Courſe. It were well if thoſe Gentle- 
men who have no ſerious Deſigns on the Heart of a 
Woman, would avoid Words of Courſe, or that fome 
Expedient could be found to. guard againſt the evil Con- 
ſequences 3 this would 7 many a ſilent Tear and 
heart-rending Pang, and probably the Death of many a 
worthy young Perſon, from a broken Heart. It has been 
obſerved, ' that “ in Caſes of Seduction, a Woman is 
made miſerable from liſtening to her Paſſions, not her 
4 Reaſon ;- but that here ſhe is made wretched for every 


Aby a laudable Wiſh of being made virtuouſly happy.” 


The Sufferings of the innocent Louiſa demand the pity- 
ing and compaſſionate Sigh of every feeling Heart, as I 
hope you will ſincerely lament her unfortunate and un- 
merited Fate, Believe me | 1 


Yours faithfully, 


rr EI OE OI a err 


ks 
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PART VIII. 


Exemplary, deſcriptive, and pathetic Letten, 
Vrote by Perſons of Eminence and Abilities, | 


* * — 
1 A 8 * _ OY 
9 
» * 2 — — 


W 
On Learning, and a proper Acquaintance with the Warll, 


| | ens has given ſuch a Reproach to Letters, 
; or made the Man of Learning appear fo ridiculous, 
as that Oſtentation and Pride which ſo frequently accom- 
pany it. But if the Matter be examined minutely, we 
Mall moſt commonly perceive, that what is conſidered as 
Learning conſiſts merely in his Memory, and the Power 
of the retentive Faculty. For a Man of the World, who 
has never read ſo much as one Claſſic Author in the ori- 
ginal Language, may prove a very entertaining and 
_ - agreeable 8 The mere Parade of Letters, or 
a Readineſs in quoting a Paſſage from Virgil or Horace, 
or oragging in Head and Shoulders an Epigram from 
Martial, is very little calculated to give Life to Conver- 
ſation, or improye the Mirth of the Feſtive Board. A 
__ Argument, which is formed into preciſe ſyllo- 
+ ic Rules, is by no Means engaging to any but the 
ogician; the very Idea of Argument, as it implies 
Controverſy, deſtroys the Beauty and Pleaſure of Con- 
verſation, the Charms of which conſiſt in their Tendency 
to pleaſe and captivate. Want of Wit or Learning, or 
even of common Senſe, beyond a certain neceſſary De- 
_ gree, have a leſs baneful Influence on the ſocial — 
. courſe 
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courſe of the World, than an Eagerneſs and Avidity of 
diſplaying them at the Expence of others; which is in 
Reality a Gratification of our own V anity, inſtead of an 
aſſiduous Endeavour to amuſe the Company. A Pedant, 
whoſe Society has only been with Books in his Cloſet, 


will make a very aukward Figure when he firſt comes 


into the World; ſo would a mere Ruſtic, who has never 
learned his Letters, in the Bodleian Library. In Con- 
verſation as well as in Addreſs, neither the Scholar or 
e, Maſter make the moſt agreeable Appearance; 
a mere Scholar is never an entertaining Companion, and 
you will ſcarcely ſee the profeſſed Dancing Maſter come 
into a Room with Eaſe and Elegance. The firſt muſt 


diveſt himſelf of all his Pedantry, as the latter muſt of 


all the Stiffneſs of his Art, before he can be moulded, 1 
will not ſay, into the fine Gentleman, but before his 
Converſation and Conduct can be ſupportable. Nor can 
any Thing, except an early Intercourſe with the polite 

orld, ingrafted upon good Senſe, with a tolerable 
Education, give to any Man that Eaſineſs of Behaviour, 
which. ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſhes the Courtier from the 
Clown; this throws an Eaſe into every Motion, and 
makes even the moſt awkward Poſitions appear genteel. 


For external Appearance and Sentiment have a nearer 


Alliance- than is generally imagined. He who has an 
entire Command of himſelf, and is conſcious of the Pro- 
1 of his own Behaviour, derives a Confidence from 
t, which enables him to expreſs himſelf without Con- 


P 
1 
' fuſion in the moſt critical and embarraſſing Circum- 


ſtances. The brow-beating Council will be diſconcerted * 


by i and the impertinent Scholiaſt will be filenced ; and 


the leaſt Oppoſition is moſt commonly ſufficient to 


vanquiſh both. 


When a certain Law Lord, remarkable for his do- 
mineering and overbearing Spirit, was 22 an 
Evidence, and queſtioning him in the uſual Styſe of 
* What are you, Sir,“ and the Evidence had replied 

t he was © a Gentleman, he was more than half 
ſtartled with this unexpected Reply. But he recovered 
from this Confuſion, by obſerving, that he ſuppoſed © his 
« Eſtate was like Dr. Rock's, neither here nor there; 
when he was anſwered, that it © lay contiguous to LY F 


— 
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This was more ſurpriſing, as he recollected nothing of 
i the Features of the Witneſs; but he could not help en- 
quiring where it lay, to which the other as quickly re- 
plied, that it was directly oppoiite. to his Braſs Mi 
| Which, after having produced him ſo much already 
ſeemed ſtill inexhauſtible. This was ſufficient to cloſe 
the Examination, and to diſmiſs the Evidence. In like 
Manner a young Gentleman of the Navy was lately ac- 
coſted at a Coffee-Houſe in the City, by a pedantic 
Genius, with a Deſire of defining the Word Lexodromics; 
when the young Tar telling him, with great Compoſur 
that he had got into a very oblique Courſe of Sailing, i 
was quite out of his Latitude, the Bookworm turned 


upon his Heel, and diſcharged his Reckoning at the Bar, 


where he has never ſince appeared. I am, Sir, 
| & 1 Yours, &c. 


| LET TEA 
To the Author of Clariſſa, on that celebrated Performance. 


O what Increaſe of more than human Power to 
| mould the Soul have you inflamed this cloſin 
Scene of your angelic Prodigy ! It is not to be borne! 

| bat does your Poſtſcript waſte a Word about poetic 
gy ice? you move through every Enchantment not to 
be deſcribed of this amiably killing Progreſs more forcibly, 
than all the Tragedies of all the Nations in the World, 
from Athens down to Otway. I buried the dear Girl by 
three o Clock this Morning, and I now can 3 ſee 
the Pen wherewith I tell you that you put out my 


es 
and you do it in fo many Places, and by ſuch ſacceffive 


_unaccountably aſtoniſhing, and irreſiſtible * Strokes of 
Nature, that I really think, in this one ſingle Night, 

your heavenly ſweet Clariſſa and her Fate have coſt me 
Tears enough to ſwim the Volumes which excited them. 
Good God! how did your hardly to be pardoned Mo- 
deſty find Power ſo long, ſo cruel, ſo continently long, 
to hold. in all the conſcious Maitery of ſuch a G m_ 
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was never equalled! I deſpiſe myſelf and all dramatic 
Strainers at the pathetic. In almoſt every Period of this 
comprehenſive Model of Mankind, and in all Paths of 
their Paſſion, I am taught that he who made us all has - 
given to you alone a Key more powerful than St. Peter's; 
| with impreſſive Sovereignty you beatify and torture, and 
| with a ſingle Turn of Hand unlock the Heart's Receſſes, 
lead Surveyors into what has been ſuppoſed inſcrutable, 
and lay Man Open to his own Diſcovery, even where he 
ſhocks his Pride and mortifies his Vanity the moſt by 
ſuch 7 Inſpection. As ſoon as you allow theſe 
three laſt Volumes to break out upon the Public, I ſhall 
force Affection for my Country to let me blame very 
juſtly her -preſent 3 if your Clariſſa does not ſhine 
in every Eye, and dwell upon almoſt as many thouſand 
Tongues as ſhe has Faculties of charming. Dear, dear, 
tranſporting Friend! how little have I faid or can ſay of 
what I glow with an ſpring Senſe of! well may you 
ſuffer under Tremors, who fill all you reach with T rem- 
blings! Be tenderer of ſuch Nerves as Nature never 
ve before! What Immenſity of Pangs muſt you have 
uffered under yourſelf in producing this divine Capacity 
of paining others into Pity, Grief, and Wonder. But 
this is all hort, very ſhort, of what is felt and meant by, 
| ; Deareſt Sir, „„ 
5 Your charmed Admirer. 


"" GE LOREM 
AARON HILL, EI. to Lord TYRCONNEL, 
My Lord, 77 ; . 1 ' I. 
1 * is impoſſible for Men who can think at all not to 

think nobly of your Spirit, when they examine it by 

that Bravery of Goodneſs you have ſhewn in Behalf of 
the Fatherleſs, Motherleſs, and, but for you, the lifeleſs _ 
Mr. Savage. Great Men uſually begin their Notice of 
a Man of Worth at the Eſtabliſhment of his Fame, or | 
the Enlargement of his r nes, bat your Lordſhip's 


more generous Regard for this unhappy Kinſman ee 
a menc 
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menced from his Miſery. You firſt avowed his Bloods 
and aſſerted his good Qualities, when all the meaner 


World would have begun to deſert even Diſtinction it- 
elf, and been afraid to defend good Fortune, But it is 


too- little to ſay you have been generous, for you have 
fe in what your Pity has done for him; ſince you 
are, in a nobler Senſe, a Gainer upon all the Charge you 
have been at in comforting the Life you have ſaved him. 
By. that Humanity. the whole Amount of his future - 
Virtues ſtands transferred to your Lordſhip. ,Whatever 
Good he does, or whatever Love he merits, muſt be 
yours ; nothing will be left to him which the World 
will call his own, unleſs he ſhould have Follies, which I 
hope he has not, becauſe thoſe they will confeſs to be his 
hs My preſent Purpoſe was no more than to beg 


- your Lordſhip's Acceptance of a Trifle I am about to 


publiſh, but I would not loſe the Opportunity of adding 


with what Juſtice I diſcern and admire the generous 

- | Firmneſs of your Heart, and uncommon Beauty of your 
Compaſſion. Permit me, therefore, to ſubſcribe myſelf 
with a diſintereſted and ſincere Reſped, 


My Lord.. 
„„ eien mbit. obedient, - 
Rs 5 | Humble Servant. 
385 A. HILL. 


| LE TT HR Iv. 
On the Prejudices of the World, with Re to Learning 
and b 17. From a Cnr Town to * 
Father in the Country. e 
Honoured Sir,. | 
1 Now fit down to give you ſome Account of the Pupil 
who is entruſted to my Care, He is a young Man of 
Rank, and his Fortune is not inconſiderable. As to 


literary Attainments, though he cannot be placed in a 
conſpicuous View, he poſſeſſes Talents which claſs him 


— 


at leaſt in a Degree not below Mediocrity, He has mo 
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far a ſhort Time at Weſtminſter School; but, which is 
too frequently the Caſe, has been too much taken off by 
the Diverſions of the 'I own. That Love of Diſſipation 
which the young Man had imbibed in the early Part of 
the Week, could not, without extreme Difficulty, be 
removed in the latter Part; and ſometimes the ſtricteſt : 
Diſcipline of the Maſters could ſcarcely effect it. Before 
| came to him, he could indeed conſtrue. ſome of the 
eaſier Claſſics with tolerable Correctneſs, and his natural 
Abilities are by no Means deficient. He is now com- 
mitted to the Care of an Uncle by the Death of his 
Mother; and his Uncle has in Conſequence placed him 
under my Direction for about three Years. What this 
Confidence re N me may be productive of, muſt 
be left to Time, dall any Attention on my Part be 
omitted to impreſs him with a due Notion of Men and 
Things. However, I have a Father who is ever as will- 
ing as he is able to ſupply all my Deficiencies. At pre- 
ſent I am endeavouring to improve his Taſte, inſtilling 
into his Mind the beſt Criticiſms on ancient Literature, 
Warburton's Obſervations on the fixth Book of Virgil, 
and Hurd's on the Art of Poetry, have had a ſurprizing 
Influence on his Mind. | 
His Remark that the Fame of the Commentaters ought. 
nearly to equal the Glory of their reſpective Authors, is 
3 ſagacious as it is juſt. From hence you will collect 
that he has Feeling; and certainly, notwithſtanding any 
other Conſiderations, ſuch a Principle or Affection ought 
to be cultivated and improved. He has juſt aſked my 
Opinion of the Ramblers, at the ſame Time obſerving, 
that they are generally conſidered. as pompous. and pe- 
Gntic, I have told him that the Ramblers are my Ma- 
mals, and that I can more properly apply the Words of 
Biſhop Burnet to them than to any other modern Pro- 
duction, © that they are the Storehouſe of all moral Vir- 
" tues,” His frequent Replies, that the World ſpeaks 
quite otherwiſe, ſeem to indicate that he has ſtrong Pre- 
Judices ; though in. Anſwer I tell him, that there are very 
kw who are capable of judging rightly, and of thoſe that ' | 
xe there are fewer who, — * or other ma- {RH 
ignant Paſſions, will do Juſtice to living Authors. John- | 
bn would be more read, were his Matter as thinly pred | 
: . as | 
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as in other periodical Publications; but his writing ups 


. "noxious on the fame Account. But it muſt be acknoy 
8 ledged, that the ths long dealing in Words, has to, 
mu 


\ 


to which City Prior Park is fo near, except two Months 
E chat I lived with my Brother in F 


\ 


Party Diſputes is a Buſineſs which his vanquiſhed Oppo 
nents * will never forgive. Warburton is equally ob 


h increaſed the Vocabulary; and the other, by dea 


ing too much with Mankind, has at length exceeded the 
decent Limits of. all ſober Satire. Yet Truth and Vir. 


tue were the Guides of both; and whilſt theſe remain i 
the World, ſuch Authors will ever be conſidered as thei 
brighteſt Ornaments. An old Gentleman who happened 
to be preſeat at this Converſation, at onde aſtoniſhed ang 
ſurprized, haſtily exclaimed, © 804 God, Sir, I neve 
e heard a Syllable of all this, in Regard to xither of them 
« and I have refided the greateſt Part of my Life at Bath, 


R | leet-ſtreet. Yo 
know that the Author of the Ramblers reſided in Bolt- 
Court, Fleet-ſtreet. Iam, ix UE 


Honoured Sir, 
1, 2... Your everdutiful and 
Affectionate Son, 


Air-ftrect, June 1th, 1778. M. L. 
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Refleftions upon undue Compliance with the Caftoms of the 


- World. From a Glergyman in the Country to his Son in 
Dear Matthew. 


M. Tins has deen muth-eakon up of lite in att 


1 


ing the Executors to ſettle Mr; King's Affairs. 


From the very advantageous Sale of the Eftate, we now 
find that, after paying off all the Debts, there will be 
ſomething left very. conſiderable for his Relations. This 
Circumſtance would have greatly contributed to brighten 
up the Evening of his Days, could he have known it, 


80 


poor Man, as ſatisfactorily as we now do. 
i bo | 
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80 ignorant was I of the World, that I did not know 
it was one great Inſtance of Politeneſs to $9 up to Town 
only juſt to come down again. And fo remarkable is 


the Rapidity of theſe whirling Expeditions, that a By- 


ſtander might fancy that the national Welfare depended 


on their Speed. We have now brought down with us, 


] aſſure you, as Part of our Retinue, a domeſtic Chap- 


| lain, a Mr. Supple; ſo ſilken, and fo complying, _ 
S4t, 


I could almoſt fancy him to ſay to his Patron—* 

« your Pleaſure, Sir, to believe in God?“ On Enquiry, 
I find he is a diſtant Relation, and ſeems thoroughly broke 
in to the Office he is appointed to fill. | Yeſterday as I 


was returning from my uſual Ride, I met him, like Juſ—- 


tice Overdo in the Comedy, in Queſt of Adventures and 


Enormities; our Chit- chat for ſome Time was agreeable- 
enough, and ſeemed entertaining enough to my Compa- 
nion, till unfortunately a Word or two eſcaped me about 


Servilities, which damped our Converſation. He ob- 
ſerved as an Anſwer, Now I know you think that I 
am forced to ſubmit to ſome Servilities as you call them, 
bat I muſt inform you that my Mode of Life is perfectly 


agreeable to me. Mr. Trimmer "=p a W Table, 
ure the Country 


and has the choiceſt Liquors; to be 
hereabouts is dull enough, but-we have always 8 
in the Houſe with whom to paſs away the 1 uſi- 
nels indeed is what I have little Concern with; mine is 
only to duſt the Books, clean the Bird-Cages, and per- 


baps now and then to make Rebuſſes or Charades for the 
Ladies. It is indeed abſolutely neceſſary that we ſhould 
have ſome Amuſements amongſt ourſelves, otherwiſe it 


would be ſo dull as to be inſupportable; for I have been 


funtering about theſe two Hours, and cannot meet with 
any one Thing worthy of Obſervation.” Here I inter- 


rupted him with obſerving, that © Nature, to a Mind 
capable of Reflection like his, every where preſents a 
Fund of Entertainment; to a Man who knows how to 
take a Ride with Enjoyment, a Blade of Graſs or a de- 
clining Hill affords an infinite Scope for Contemplation. 


I could, in this ſequeſtered Scene, truly repeat with. 


Shakeſpeare, that I 


Find Tongues in Trees, Books in the running Brooks, 
Sermons in Stones, and Good in ey'ry Thing. | 


But 


Attention; this is at once a Cure for Pri 


fair to raiſe 


— ,, 
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But if this retired and confined Proſpect has no Charms 
for you, I will return with you to the Top: of the Hill, 
and preſent you with an Object that "ry ns forth your 


ud. 20 . .and a Lecture 
to Ambition, at once reminding Philoſophy. of its true 


% 


End, and making none but the - tremble to be. 
hold it. It leads the Languid to Hope, allays the Thirſt 


of Avarice, and places Wealth on its true Foundation. 


To you and me, Sir, it may be the Vehicle to Happi- | 
neſs ; a Car more triumphant than ever graced the Con- 
ueſts of a Cæſar or an Alexander..“ Good God! 


Sir, ſay s my Companion, what can you mean? I can 
ſee no ing butaHEarxss.” In a Word, as I found the 


preſent de | | 


s Proſpect to Futurity. I am, : 
85 5 My dear Son, PH 


* 


n him not, T thought it by no Means un. 


- Your truly affectionate Fathet, 
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| To @ Lady under great Diſtreſs ond Anxitty of Mind, 


| from her Friend,  _ | 

2 preach. Patience and a Contempt of Pain, with a 
1 ſupercilious Gravity, to Perſons in your Situation, 
is only throwing Oil upon Fire as a Means to extinguiſh 
it. Every human Senſation muſt be dead in the Heart 


which could ſit under your Load of Life, and not feel 


the Weight of it; equally bad muſt that be which could 
look on without partaking in it. Such ftoical Apathy is 


all an empty Parade. Mankind are bleſſed with ſocial 


and ſenſible Endowments for wiſe and good Purpoſes, 
Proſperity or vicious Depravity may impoſe a falſe Bias 
on the Mind and deſtroy its tender Feelings; but a ſea- 
ſonable Leſſon of Affliction will convince us, that this 
acquired Sternneſs is a Violence to our Nature, and de- 
grades its original Dignity. I neither can nor would [ 
wiſh to root up the natural Produce of a noble Soil, and 
pave it with Stoic Marble; but I may juſtly — 

| | 0 


\ 
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to keep it clear of Briars and Weeds, which might take 


fl Root and grow troubleſome in the foul Weather of Ad- 
) verſity. "Theſe Trials, I ſpeak from Experience, are 
* the ſame to the Mind as Thunder is to. the Air; they 
4 diſpel the unwholeſome Combinations of the Affections 
af and Deſires, and purify the intellectual Faculties. For 
1 we feel within us a natural Longing after Happineſs, ſome 


hidden Impulſe continually urging us to attain- whatever 


1 we think beſt calculated to fill up the Want we are con- 
. ſcious of. The Vicinity of worldly Objecks, and their 
11 Fitneſs to catch the Senſes, very frequently leads Perſons 
5 of ſuperficial Judgment to depend upon them for that 
he Purpoſe ; and though this Correſpondence between our 
5 Paſſions and the Things around us was wiſely deſigned 


to make our Paſſage through Life eaſy and convenient, 
yet, if indulged too liberally, it overpowers our Reaſon, 
and is productive of the moſt diſgraceful Conſequences 
Like Wine, it invigorates our Spirits if uſed ſeaſonably 
and moderately; but the Excels of it intoxicates us. 
Affliction ſhews all theſe alluring Subjects through a pro- 
- per Medium, and how unequal to the Capacity of an 
immortal Soul are the united Gratifications of every 
worldly Enjoyment. As theſe Phraſes are the calm Re- 
ö ſult of a Mind ſchooled in Adverſity, of a Mind which 
nds knows what it is to be troubled; let us unire in adorin 
| God's Goodneſs, who has given us ſuch Marks. of his 
Regard, and falling down before him cry out in the Fer- 
your of Adoration, © Lord! thou haſt made many rich; 
Thou haſt made many great; but happy are they to 
whom thy merciful Viſitations have taught Wiſdom,” 
Adieu. Believe me ever | 


Your ſincere and affectionate Friend. 


LETTER VI. 
A complimentary Epiſtle from Mr. Pope to Mr. Hughes, - 


Dear Sh... 5 
VER ſince I had the Pleaſure to know you, I have 
believed you one of that uncommon Rank of Au- 
thors who are ungeſgning Men and ſincere F ern x 
| bs ; | 2 3 f W 0 N 
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who when they commend another have not any View of 
being praiſed themſelves. 1 ſhould therefore be aſhamed 
to offer at laying any of thoſe civil Things in Return to 
your obliging Compliments in Regard to my T ranſla- 
tion of Homer, only I have too great a Value for you 
not+to be ed with them; and yet 1 receive Praiſes 
from you with leſs Pleaſure than I have often paid them 
to your Merit before, and ſhall have frequent Occaſions, 
I doubt not, of doing again, from-thoſe uſeful Pieces you 
are {till obliging us with. But if you were pleaſed with 
my Preface, you have paid me for that Pleaſure, by your 
entertaining and judicious Eſſays on Spenſer. The 
Preſent you make me is of the moſt agreeable Nature 
imaginable, for Spenſer has ever been a favourite Poet 
to me; he is like a Miſtreſs, whoſe Faults we ſee, but 
love her with them all. What has deferred my Thanks 
till now was a Ramble J have been taking about the 
Country; from which I returned Home and found your 
kind Letter but Yeſterday. A Teſtimony of that Kind 
from a Man of your Turn, is to be valued at a better 
Rate than the ordinary Eſtimate of Letters will amount 
to. I ſhall rejoice in all Opportunities of cultivating a 
Friendſhip I ſo truly eſteem, and hope very ſhottly to 
tell you in Town how much] am, „ 


| Bir, 
FPo0our obliged and | 
Rk Faithful humble Servant, | 
1 ))) 1 
B e ee MIL. 


rom 1dr, Hughes to Earl Cowper. On his reſigning 

0 i the Office of Lord Chancelbr. SPST | 
My Lord, els 

HOUGH I cannot help joining rith-the general 

1 Voice in lamenting, with much Concern, the Loſs 

the Public has ſuſtained in your Lordſhip's quitting that 

great Truſt, which never has nor can be placed - — 
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worthy Hands; yet I think it my Duty, at the fame 


Time, to congratulate your Lordſhip on your being 
honourably eaſed from a very great Burden, the conftant 
Fatigue of which muſt have made it uneaſy, and might. 
have proved, prejudicial to your Health. Your Lord- 
ſhip has been ſeen to act in every Thing with that Pru- 
dence, mature Thought, and equal Temper, that the 
Reſolution you had taken muſt have been founded on the. 
beſt Reafons ; and I muſt zealouſly and ſincerely wiſh 
you all the Satisfaction in the Sees, of. it. which. 
you can expect or deſire. I never can expreſs the. half 


of what J feel, as often as I think of your very generous 


and diſtinguiſhing Favours to me, the Circumſtances of 
which will ever leave on my Mind the moſt grateful 


Impreſſions. I eſteem. that ſhort Space of my Life, in 


which I had the Honour to attend your Lordſhip, as one 
of the happieſt Parts of it; and if I cannot avoid, on this 
Occaſion, having a proportionable Concern, yer I think 
myſelf obliged in Duty to declare to you, who has 
ſhewn ſo very humane and tender a Regard to my Wel- 
fare, that I have no Regret for any Conſequences to 
myſelf, ſo much. as that of being deprived of the Satis- 
faction of being near your Lordſhip, and the frequent 
Opportunities of being honoured with -a Converſation 
filled with Goodneſs and Condeſcenſion, and every 
Thing that could render it valuable and agreeable. Wiſh- 
ing you Increaſe of Health and Happineſs, with the moſt 
dutiful Regards to your Lord{hip and my Lady Cowper, 


| ' I am, &. . 
London, May, 1718. Jon Huvcnts. 


8 


L 
From a Mobleman ta his Son on leaving the Univerſity. 


My dear James, 


You have now attained that Period. when the taga 
virilis perfectly becomes you. The Education 
you have received will, I doubt not, enable you to ap- 
pear as a Gentleman, and; occaſionally acquit yourſelf 

: | 3 as 
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as a Scholar; but in the Character of the one let me 
particularly recommend to you to avoid any Thing 


which borders upon the Fop. I would not have you 


hold even Dreſs in Contempt; but remember that all 
Extremes are ridiculous, and that the happy Medium is 
the Line which Men of Senſe prefer. All barbarous 
Expreſſions and vulgar Phraſes are alſo to be avoided in 


Converſation; but Affectation in the Choice of uncom- - 


mon Words is likewiſe to be condemned. Latin or 
Greek Authors, if quoted at all, ſhould be uſed ſparingly; 
for a Parade of Learning is carefully to be guarded 
againſt ; and there is not a more obnoxious Animal in 
Exiſtence than a profeſſed Pedant. Be rather chearful 


than dogmatical in Converſation, and mirthful than 
witty ; neither be poſitive in maintaining an Argument, 


but condeſcending. Arguments, however they may have 
been conſidered as the Soul of Converſation, often hurry 
Men into warm Altercations, which are ſometimes pro- 
ductive of very diſagreeable Conſequences. When you 
begin to find a Man's Temper to be rouſed in Debate, 
you may frequently prevent many evil Effects, by en- 
deavouring to paſs away the Subject; it is much better 
to reſt ſatisfied with the Conſciouſneſs of your own Su- 
periority, than by puſhing too far, for the Sake of a 
thort-liv'd Triumph, to hazard the Loſs of your moſt 
valuable Friends. You will be feared rather than 
eſteemed, by a contrary Conduct; you will be ſhunn:d 
rather than courted or careſſed; every one will be ap- 
_ prekhenfive that their Turn may be the next, to feel ti 
{aides of Satire which poſitive and obſtinate Diſputants 
ſeldom fail to exerciſe. I ſhall fay nothing at preſent as 
to the Capacity of Life in which you may chuſe hereaftzr 
to appear, nor with Reſpect to many other Matters of 
very great Import in your external Conduct and Beha- 
viour; but there is one Object in which you ſhould be 
more than commonly circumſpect. In your Choice of 
a Wife, I preſume you will not be inſenſible to the 
Charms of Beauty; I would only caution you not to be 
ſo far captivated by it as to blind you to her Faults or 
Blemiſhes. Virtue ſhould be a leading Conſideration in 
your Choice; and good Senſe and good Humour ought 


not to be overlooked in a Partner for Life. It would be 
| | needleſs 


1 
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needleſs to caution you with reſpect to Age, as I ſhould 
ſuppoſe you will ſcarcely chuſe one older than yourſelf 
and I would not wiſh her to be inferior in Family. A 
Fortune is certainly a Matter not to be objected againſt 3 


but that ſhould not be a principal Conſideration, as your 


2 is ſufficient to ſupport the Dignity of your Fa- 
muy. 13 a | 
I am, my dear James, 
With the moſt tender Reſpect, | 
Your affectionate Father. 


LETTER X. 


From a Lady to her Brother. An Exhortation to Occo+ 
nomy and Frugality. | 


I Am ſorry, my dear Brother, that I have nothing more 
than Withes to offer you this Year. As yet | have 
not paid all my Debts, and you are ſenſible this 1s the very 
firſt Uſe J ought to make of my Penſion. With a little 
Oeconomy ſurely you might live comfortably ; but your 


Extravagance pierces me to the very Heart. Let me 


conjure you to break off from Pleaſures, which ever 
prove more expenſive than the Neceſſaries of Life. Be 
ſomewhat delicate in the Choice of Friends; for your 
Fortune and Salvation alike depen on the firſt, Steps 
you take at ſetting out in the World. I write to you 
now as a Friend; apply yourſelf to your Duty, love 


| God, be honeſt, arm yourſelf with Patience, and you 


can want for nothing. Lady Thomſon has often given 
me this Counſel, and hitherto I have found the Benefit of 
it. Adieu, dear Brother; pardon. this ſhort, friendly 
Sermon; I ſhall be happy no farther than you are fo; 
and you will be happy exactly in Proportion as you are 
virtuous. a | | | | 7 
Jan. 2, 1788, Yours ever. 


, G 
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LETTER... 
From a Gentleman to his Siſter, in Anſwer to the pre- 
| . ;-.. +. - | 


II is juſt as impoſſible for me, my dear Siſter, to ceaſe 
loving you, as it is for you to leave off chiding me. 
Not to anſwer your Reproaches by availing myſelf of that 
2 Right of Semority which 1 owe to Chance alone, 
1 ſhall follow leon enen wa which are the Fruit of a 
Syſtem of Wiſdom formed by your own Reflections. I 
will never more ſee the Earl of H ; for though I 
might ſee him without Danger, it cannot be done with- 
out giving you Uneaſineſs. I ſhould be ſorry to afflict 
you; and from this Conſideration I promiſe to ſacrifice 
to you the Paſſion * I am fo fond of, becauſe you are ex- 
tremely averſe from it. But it has not hitherto hurt me 
ſo much as you have been told. Intreat the Counteſs of 
D. and my Lord N. to let me languiſh no longer. The 
Vexation of ſeeing ſo many climbing to the firſt Employ- 
ments, while I remain in the ſubaltern Poſts, greatly 
increaſes my natural rg but I ſhould be rid of 
low Spirits were my Mind freed from theſe Inquietudes. 
From one Thought to another, from Project to Project, 
I fink into Dreams, which conſume me like a ſlow Poiſon. 
I ride out every Day, and find myſelf the better for it. 
Charlotte's little one is a very pretty Creature; his 
Mother recommends him to me, not as to a Relation, 
but as a Favourite. You plainly ſee ſhe is miſtaken; 
for I deſign mg him to you. The withered Beauty 
ſends you a thouſand Compliments, and fays that you 
grow young again; but nothing keeps old Age better 
than Favour. Love me, my dear Siſter ; I ſhall think 
myſelf no longer beloved, when you leave off telling me 
my own. [I daily pray to God that he would make me 
as much his as 2 yours. I have ſeen Mr. Johnſon, 
who is, I think, more than a Man. Nothing ever in- 
ſpired me with ſo ſtrong a Deſire to be a good Chriſtian, 
as to ſee Virtue _ practiſed by the Preacher of it. 
am, 8 


My dear Harriot's 
| Aﬀectionate Brother. 
Of Gaming, 
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LETTER. All. 


On the preſent Inequality of Rewards and Puniſhments- 


To a worthy 
SIR, | 
Could not omit taking this firſt Opportunity of teſti-- 
fying how deep a Senſe I have of your Misfortunes, 
but ſhall offer nothing by Way of. Conſolation. You: 
have too much Fortitude and Philoſophy to ſtand. in Need. 
of it; but J am ſorry to hear you have freſh.Occaſion. 
of exerting that Nobleneſs of Soul, and that Perfidy and 
Injuſtice reign through every Climate. It. may ſeem. 
ſtrange that Fortune, changeable. as ſhe is repreſented, is 
enerally pretty conſtant in. perſecuting Merit, though 
ome People may accuſe Providence. of Partiality in this 
Reſpect. But we ſee not the Ends which the. wiſe Diſ- 


ntleman in Diftreſs. 


| poſer of the Univerſe has in his wiſe Diſpenſations; for 
doubtleſs he is juſt and good in all his Decrees. And. 


when we conſider that true Greatneſs of Mind ſhines. 
brighteſt in Adverſity, and that nothing ſo much mag- 
nifies the Hero and the Chriſtian, as riſing ſuperior to 
Afflictions and Diſtreſſes; we. ſhall not be ſurprized to 
find the one inflicted in order to render the other con- 
ſpicuous. Your Enemies confeſs that you have Talents 


to give a double Luſtre to Proſperity, and your Friends 


hope that you will yet have an Opportunity of exerting. 
them. It is my ſincere Wiſh and ardent Prayer, as it is 
of all the honeſt and diſintereſted, that your Affairs may 


take this happy Turn; and this not only for your ow . 


Sake, but for that of Numbers whom. your Example 
might reform. I have the Honour to be, with the higheſt. 


Reſpect and Veneration, 
| — 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 


TautoDosIUs:. 


I 5 EET 
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LETTER XIII. 


by a Fall. | 

Dear Sir, 
1 Am extremely concerned to hear of the unfortunate 

Accident that has befallen you, as I can truly ſay, 
and hope to be believed, that next to your Relations 1 
do not think you have any Friend who is more ſincerely 
intereſted for your Wellare than myſelf. Misfortunes 
of this Nature will ſometimes happen in Spite of the 
greateſt Care in the World; and when they do, it is the 
greateſt Happineſs to be well armed with Patience, and 


make our Advantage of them. Though it is Experience 
purchaſed at a very dear Rate, yet when a Man has paid 
the Price for it, it would be very hard if he ſhould not 
gain ſomething at leaſt. Knowledge and Wiſdom are 

2 properly enough faid to be often born of Affliction, an 
Offspring painful in the Birth, but of the moſt valuable 
Poſſeſſion. Indeed the Reaſonings of Philoſophers and 
Drvines are very idle to one who is in the Extremity of 
Pain; but when he is come to himfelf, and at Leifure for 
Reflection, ſuch ſevere Admonitions as yours was do of 
themſelves preach to him, and offer him Rules of Pru- 
dence ; they require him to uſe Caution againſt all ſuch 
Ills as may be avoided, and to be prepared againſt ſuch as 
cannot. They teach him to value himſelf aright; and 
ſince he finds his Body ſubject to a thouſand Accidents, 
to turn his Care rather to the noble Entertainment and 
Improvement of his Mind; to purſue the Pleafures of a 
rational Being, which conſiſt in Wiſdom, Virtue, and 
good Senſe, and to ſtand up with Bravery and Reſolution 
to anſwer the great End of his Creation, All this may 
be done without a Man's turning Hermit, or forſwearing 
his innocent Pleaſures and Diverſions ; without forſaking 
Company, or, when he is in it, appearing moroſe or 


or ſtiff; on the contrary, it will accompliſh him anc 
make him polite, and, I will venture to ſay, not only 
make him a better Man, but a finer Gentleman too. 

find, Sir, that I am betrayed into a long Letter before I 
os | | was 


Toa Gentleman who had the Misfertune to break hls Leg 


to be able (as all wiſe Men are) ſome Way or other to 


preciſe. It will not make him awkward, unfaſhionable, 


f 
| 
| 
( 
| 
| 
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was aware, and perhaps I have been too officious and tal- 
kative; but you will N me, ſince I have only been 
repreſenting to you what I res may have been your 
own Thoughts on this Occaſion. I am very glad to 
underſtand that you are in a good Way of Recovery: I 
hoped to have been with you before this Time, but I 
have Chains that hold me here ſtill, and will not be broken. 
As ſoon as I can poflibly get free, I will haſten down to 
ou with . and Affection to pay the Acknow-. 
ments ot, ir, 7 Fes 4 8 | LE F 111 N 

cdg A An \._.* Yours, &. 


BS a po” 
! From 4 Lady to ber Friend, deſcribing the Gregg, . 
| it of” 


Gentleman. lately reformed from an inueterate Ha 
Swearing. ! nf] ee N fs | 
Dear Madam, 1 | 

HEN I concluded my laſt, I had ſeveral Things 
to add, which I think worthy. of Notice, and 
therefore ſhall now continue the Subject. My Couſin's 
Fellow-traveller having expreſled an extraordinary Eſ- 
teem for Elliot, it did not ſeem to fall very ſhort of the” - 
molt cordial Friendſhip. His Confidence and Aſſurance, - 
hitherto: the Source of great Impertinence, was now. 
melted down by a Kind of Deference and Shame, ariſing 
from a Senſe of Folly and a Conſciouſneſs of ſuperior. 
Worth; his preſent modeſt manly Diffidence ſerved to 
check the firſt Impulſes to an idle Gaiety, and cured * 
him of that forward talkative Temper which had before 
rendered his Converſation very diſguſtful. His Inge- 
nuity in confeſſing his Crime prepoſſeſſed us in his Fa- 
vour; we ſoon found him a ſenſible Companion in Spite 
of the Thoughtfulneſs which now threw a Cloud over 
"his natural Vivacity. My Aunt complimented him on 
his open Franknefs of Heart, which had made him-dare 
to confeſs his having been in an Error; her Son ac- 
knowledged that ſhe had alſo ſpoke his Sentiments, ani 
he was thereupon admitted to a more intimate Acquaint- 
ance, Elliot, ſince his Fellow- traveller had changed his 
| i I 6 Sentiments, 
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Sentiments, was in à moſt forlorn and diſconſolate Con- 


dition; he was viſibly uneaſy that himſelf alone was left 


out of the Converſation, only becauſe he could not ſhare 


in it, and being jealous of the ſuperior Reſpect which was 
now paid to his Friend, he was confounded and diſap- 
pointed in all his high- raiſed Hopes of future Pleaſure, 
without having it in his Power to complain. Our Sub- 
jects of Diſcourſe for the reſt of the Day were extremely 
grave, but our Minds enjoyed that ſober and folemn 
ind of Entertainment; this is attended with more De- 
light than the frolic Laugh of Mirth, and has the Power 
of accompan ing, with a ſerene Satisfaction, the moſt 
Rant Reflections. Theſe — * and ſelf- ap- 
proving Senſations were ſo exquiſite 
one ſeemed ſo intent upon the Subjects of Converſation, 
that they did not depart till late in the Evening, and even 
then it was with a viſible Reluctance. I have now to 
inform you, Madam, that Lztitia has breathed her laſt ; 
notwithſtanding her former Terror and Agitation of 
Mind, her laſt Minutes were perfettly compoſed. As 
Nature was * ſpent, ſhe left the World without thoſe 
Struggles and convulſive Agonies which render that aw- 
ful Moment ſo terrible with Perſons of ſtronger Spirits. 
We have ſeen the Child ſeveral Times, both. my 


Mother and Siſter ſeem perfectly fond of it. It is an 


engaging” little Creature, and I muſt love it; but m 
Duty in this Caſe is extremely eaſy, as it is attend 


with all the Pleaſure of following my own Inelinations, 


and the Satisfaction it gives to all our Friends. I am, 
my dear Madam, your ever affectionate, 


 * CHARLOTTE EVERS. 


„ 


ſweet, and every 


—_— 
— 1 


LETTER XV. 


The Bleſſings of Reſignation. From a Lady to her Friend. 


| Y Wikhes are at Length granted. 
| pot 7 No : Since the Diſgrace - 

Of the proud Valhti, in whoſe Place Plana 
J never felt a Pleaſure equal to that I now enjoy. I 
congratulate you on your Victory. Your Joy is 
mine, and. I am thoroughly ſenſible of it; but the Com- 
e petition 


'r 
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petition . alarmed; me. That every Thing has thus 
changed in an Inſtant, let us refer to him who diſtributes 
Happineſs and Miſery as he thinks fit. This Thought 
is the Centre of all my Reflections; and at my Age, 
ou will find the Comfort of aſeribing to Providence the 
Glory of the Succeſs we meet with. Adieu. FELL 
; 145 ö Fe 1 19 188 Ours. 
| LET TH ER; XVI. | 
From a Gentleman in embarraſſed Circumſlances to @ 
1 neigbbouring Earl. 1 
Nieden ies uiid Mie e 
A to me, for which a too careleſs Oeconomy had left 
me totally unprovided, I find it neceſſary to fell my 
Eftate and to quit the Country. 1 could find a ready 


Purchaſer in Mr. Freewill, who, with the mercileſs Ra- 
pacity of an Exchange-Broker, watches like a Harpy 


the Decline of every Gentleman's Fortune in this Neigh- 


bourhood, in order to ſeize on*his Poſſeſſions. But the 
tender Affection I bear to my Tenants makes me ſoli- 
citous to conſult their Good as much as poſſible in the 
Sale, as my hard Fate will not allow me longer to con- 
tribute to it myſelf. I will not here ſay more than that 
I cannot more effectually provide for their Happineſs 


than by ſelling to your Lordſhip. I am, my Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
And devoted Servant, 1 


* — 
— 


DFN XVH, 
From the Earl, in Anſwer a Pattern for the Great. 
1 Me > 


I Am extremely concerned any Accident ſhould have 
happened which makes it poſſible I ſhould loſe from 
my Neighbourhood” a Gentleman of Family, of fo very 
worthy a Character, and one I fo yreatly-biiccint But 1 


hope 


— 
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hope Means may be found to —.— what would be ſo 
extremely regretted by all who have the Pleaſure of 
knowing you. I have always regarded the independent 
Country Gentlemen as the Strength and Glory of this 
Kingdom, and the beſt Supports of our excellent Con- 


ſtitution; and no Increaſe of Power or Property to my- 


ſelf ſhall ever tempt me to leſſen the Number of them, 
where it can poſſibly. be.avaided.. If you have Reſolution 
to enter on ſo exact a Syſtem of Occonomy as will enable 
you to repay any Sum you may want in ſeven Years, 
whatever that Sum is, I thall be moſt happy in advanc- 
ing it, and will take it back in the Manner moſt eaſy 
to you. I think I could trace out a-Plan by which you 
might retrench conſiderably in a Manner ſcarce per- 
ceptible. I will call upon you To-morrow Morni 

when I am riding out, when we will talk further on this 
Subject; and be affured, that none of the greedy Levi- 
athans of our Days can feel half the Pleaſure in com- 
pleting a Purchaſe, that I ſhall do in declining this, if I 
can be ſo happy as to keep you amongſt us. Vour ac- 
cepting this without Heſitation will be a Proof of your 
Efteem which J can never forget; as it will ſhew y 

think too highly of me to fear my making an ill Ute 


hereafter of having had the Happineſs of doing for you 


what, if we were to change our preſent Situations, I 
know you would rejoice in doing for me. I have a 


Fund, which 1 call the Bank of Friendſhip, on which it 


is my:-Rule to take no Intereſt, which you may com- 

| 0 — tis 4 L2H | 

| Your affectionate Friend, 
WESTBROOK. 


LETTER XVIIL 


— 


On the Folly of Dueling. To @ Gentleman who had de- 


clined accepting a Challenge, 


A George bas been ſo kind as to ſend me the Bath 


Paper, which contains every Particular of the Diſ- 


pute with Mr. Conolly. Your Conduct, in every Cir- 
wt. ES | cuðmſtance 


„ 
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cumſtance of it, receives my full Applauſe. Mr. Bram- 
ſton's Family ſpeak in the higheſt Terms of Acknow- 
ledgment to you, The Phyſician who attends poor Mrs. 
Thomas has repeated to me their Relation of the Affair, 
with their Sentiments upon it. There is nothing ſo 
pleaſant, ſo honourable, or ſo uſeful' to Perſons even of 
the higheſt Rank, as to have the good Report and Friend- 
ſhip of warthy and reſpectable People. It aſtoniſhes me 
extremely, that the Cuſtom of Duelling does not yield to 
the common Senſe of Mankind. That it does not, is 
among the many Proofs of the Influence of- Faſhion. 
Courage is out of the Queſtion; and every Man who 
falls in a Duel, is a Victim facrificed at the Altar of that 
all- powerful Demon. The Duelliſt riſks the killing of 
thoſe to whom he is bound by the Lies of Nature, which 
is an Inhumanity ; and he puts himſelf in imminent Dan- 
ger of being killed, which is a Kind of Deſpair. He 
takes upon him to do Juſtice for himſelf, which is de- 
ſpiſing the Laws, and conſequently an Act of Injuſtice; 
and by profeſſing to renounce Forbearance, Patience, 
and Charity, he renounces Chriſtianity. He commits 
theſe Crimes for the moſt frivolous Reaſons, which is a 
real Folly; and he plainly ſhews a greater Regard to 
his own Intereſt than that of the Public, which is againſt 
every Principle of true Courage. Theſe, and all the 
Conſequences in a future State to himſelf and his An- 
eters) he diſregards, ” becauſe he is unable to reſiſt the 
Influence of Faſhion. I look with Impatience to the 
Time when you will once more honour my Roof with 

our Preſence. The Eyes of poor Mrs. Thomas 
— for a Moment, as ſhe expreſſes her Hopes to 
ſee you again before they are cloſed for ever. I am 

| | __ "Your moſt affefionate, 

1 WILLIAuu THOMAS. 


fl 


— — 


LETTER XX. 
To a Lady from a Gentleman, deſcribing bis Diſtreſs on 
9 f the Death of a Friend. © on FIOKZ? 
1 laſt moſt kind and moſt charming Letter came 
very ſeaſonably for my Conſolation and Relief 2 
4 | & 


was only one poſhble Misfortune in the World which wh 
could have made me more miſerable. Even now [I feel are 
it afreſh, and my Eyes at this Moment fo ſwim with due 
Teas that I ſcarcely can ſee my Pen. But here the any 
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the moſt affecting Diſtreſs I ever knew. The Death of 
my dear Hartopp has almoſt broken my Heart, and there 


xtravagance of Grief is excuſable ; the dear departed 
Friend 1 bewail, was the kindeſt, the nobleſt Soul, and WC 


his Affection and Regard were almoſt unparalleled. His Ct 


very Servants ſaw it, and paid their Court to me; but pa 


he is dead, and I live to mourn for him at my Heart, ſpe 
Which ſwells and trembles this Moment as if it wo co 
break. I never, except once for the Death of an ever- of 


honoured Parent, and once on taking Leave of a beloved cu 


Woman, felt ſuch a Senſation of Anguiſh. Affection wi 
and Gratitude create thoſe Emotions of Miſery which C 
will make me a Mourner for my departed Friend, till of 
ſome Friend ſhall become a Mourner for me, if I ever th 


ſhall find a Friend of my own Sex who will love me ſo rit 


tenderly or ſo well. But I have a Conſolation in re- ev 
flecting on the calm and tranquil State of his Mind at the V 
Time of his leaving the World. He took his Farewel ri 
of me with every Blefling ; and graſping my Hand. with m 
a Look of unutterable Affection, his laſt Words were, to 


Lou will be happy in your Love.“ This is the only br 


ſtable Comfort anf the Love and Faith of my F 
deareſt Almira; and I will till hope that fhe will par- 


take of my Solitude, and divide my Cares; that ſhe L 
will teach me to forget my Sorrows in her affectionate W 
Boſom, and to look upon her as my only Comfort and f 
Happineſs. Adieu. 9 — la 
d 0 

1 8 2 | 1 
HOST TORRE. 5 

On the Exerciſe of our Reaſon and Freedom of En uiry in * 

| 7 A, Religion. 15 | ; 
| Dear Madam, A „ * 
OUR rallying ſo agreeably an Aﬀertion in one of 1 

my former Letters, that rural Scenes- are the moſt y 

0 


unfruitful of Adventures, has fo much the Air of a Com- 


N- 
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pliment, that, however undeſerved, I think 1 ought to 
thank you for it. You may conſider Harriot's Story in 
what Light you pleaſe ; but knowing the Intereſt you 
are pleaſed to take in her good or bad Fortune, I am in- 
duced to ſend you the Particulars. Her Father, when 
angry and when pleaſed, differs ſo much from himſelf, 
that he cannot be conſidered as the ſame Man. You 
would have thought my laſt Letter a vile Slander on his 
Character, had you been an Hour or two in his Com- 
pany after his Reconciliation. The reft of the Day was 
ipent very agreeably, nor was any Thing omitted to 
confirm the amiable Harriot's Happineſs. The Subject 
of religious Liberty was judiciouſly introduced. Perſe- 
cution, it was obſerved, could only ariſe from a Principle 
which muſt arraign the infinite Sagacity of the ſovereign 
Creator of all Things; who had wiſely given a Variety 
of Taſtes and Degrees of Capacity and Underſtanding to 
the Mind of Man, to make Room for Heaven-born Cha- 
rity, Hence the Love of Truth reſults, and the 'Teſt of 
every kind and benevolent Affection. Amidſt the greateſt 
Variety of Tempers, Educations, and Capacities,  Cha- 
rity, like the Sun's invigorating Powers, preſents: the 
molt lovely Scene, and gives Lite and Spirit and Beauty 
to all around ; mutual Complacency and Benevolence 
breathe an eternal Spring, and at once bloſſom, bear 
Fruit, and yield a friendly Shade. Thus ſhould we look 
on our native Country, continues another, the Seat of 
Liberty, and her Siſter's earthly "Throne. In this View 
we ſhould regard the whole World. The honeſt Turk 

ſhould be our Friend; the ſober -faithful Chineſe, that 
= the divine Confucius to his Heart, and the Indian 
of either World, bleſt with ſimple Innocence and native 
Truth, ſhall.be my Brothers. Wherever I find a Man 
who loves his God and Mankind, I will preſs him to m 

Breaſt. Harriot's Silence induced him to proceed. | 
not this, ſays he to her, a very deſirable Diſpoſition ? 

and if fo, what muſt any one think of: Popery, with her 
[ſmooth Uniformity of barren Sands, but when blown 
with the baleful Wind of Perſecution, ariſes into curling 
Torrents, and ſpreads Ruin and Deſtruction. over the 
wide Creation. Nor will this Storm be laid, till Showers 
of Blood, pouring from honeſt Hearts, beat * the 


9 
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Duſt, and for a Time huſh the wild Uproar to a Calm. 
Forgive me, Madam, ſeeing her- bite her Lips, if I do 
but juſt touch on a Subject, which, if drefled in plainer 
Language, would wound your tender Heart. Perſecu- 
tion is a Tempeſt raiſed by the Breaths of Hell, whatever 
outward Profeſſion may pretend. But the Cauſe of Li- 
berty is connected with a free Enquiry, and it is neceſ. 
ſary for us to make Uſe of gong yard ot if we wiſh to 
diſcover Truth from Error. A very ſlight Glance at the 
principal Syſtems of Religion throughout the World is 
ſufficient to ſhew the Abſurdity of their various Pretence: 
to Infallibility; it is equally ridiculous and fooliſh to 
ſuffer the Conſcience to be enilaved by the Derviſe or by 
the Chriſtian Prieſt, and as impoſſible to diſcover Truth 
from Error, without Enquiry, in the Zealot of Rome 
and London, as in that of IJ urkey or Siam. | But the 
Subjects were managed with much Delicacy, and were 
at leaſt ſo ſatisfactory to Harriot, that ſhe boldly ven- 
tured to declare ſhe would ſtudy the Truth of her Reli- 
gion; and the Conſequence has been, that ſhe is already 
a Proteſtant, and confirmed in the Principles of that 
Profeſſion. I ain, dear Madam e 

5 e ©, Your very affectionate 

r CLARA, 


AIG F347 he ff <p bp © ek 
| To 4 Gentleman, from his Siſter, who fancied he had Canſe 
/ Difpleaſure againſt her Huſband. 


D ENOUNCE the Sight of me! And is it poſſible for 
R this Language to come from a Brother ! I ſhall ne- 


ver ſurvive. your putting ſuch a Reſolve in Execution. 


You muſt not, you will not do it. Let your Affection 
for me, and in me thoſe dear Parents we have loſt, ex- 
cite in you all thoſe tender Sentiments you feel for both. 
Is it impoſſible for you to forgive my Huſband his Zeal 
to ſerve you? This may be too impetuous and mil- 
taken, but his Good-will is his only Crime. He is ſen- 
ſible, my dear Brother, that he hath no Right, [7 . 
| | or 
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thority over you, but thoſe of Affection. He deſires no 
other, nor intereſts himſelf in your Affairs in any other 
Light than as a Friend and Brother. I long moſt ar- 
dently to ſee you, and if I did not fear to be importunate, 
would fly to you with my Huſband ; our Regret, our 
Tears, our Affection ſhould efface the Remembrance of 
what is paſt, and confirm anew the Sincerity of our 
Love and Friendſhip. Let me intreat of you then, my 
dear Brother, not to deprive us of your Company. 


Yours. 


— ET 
1 — — 


LETTER xxl. 
The Gentleman's Reply to the preceding. 


T: is impoſſible, my dear Siſter, to withſtand your af- 
fectionate Solicitation, but it is equally impoſſible for 
me to conſent to ſee your Huſband, He will probably 
be as willing alſo to avoid me. If you would be alone 
this Evening ? promiſe me this, and I will be with you 
by ſeven o'Clock. . I ſhall not be able to ſtay above a 
e but it will be ſufficient that I fhall have ſeen 
you, and renewed the Aſſurances of eternal Friendſhip. 


Yours ever. 


LETTER XN + 
From a Lady abroad to her Friend in England. 
Dear Madam, : e 

1 your Mind is formed with all the Requiſites 
for Friendſhip I am quite convinced, but am as 

fully 1 it was not calculated for Love, or elſe you 
would not wonder at my Reſolution of following Mr. M. 
to the Camp, if he is obliged to go. I foreſee all the In- 


convenience that your F e has made you paint in 
the ſtrongeſt Light; nay, as I have not that Fortitude 


you poſſeſs, every dangerous or dreadful Object is 
doubled to my weak Mind and ftrong OLI. | 


\ 
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I feel myſelf in that Condition which you only ſuppoſe 
may be the Caſe, as I am married. Bar wondl 922 75 
_ the frightful Scenes would happen that your Friendlhi 

and my Fears have formed, if he is obliged to go, it will 
be eaſy to me to ſhare them with him. His Tenderneſs 
will-not ſuffer him to aſk it, but the Knowledge that m 

Company will be agreeable to him would lead me through 
any Thing; and as my Reſolution is fixed to gratity 
that Deſire his Fondneſs only exprefles; I will leave this 
Subject for Time to ſhew the Event. The late Birth. 
Day here has afforded much Amuſement ; it was cele- 
brated in the new Hall, which is juſt finiſhed, and is 
3 larger than St. George's at Windſor. It 
was kept ſufficiently warm with Stoves, and decorated 
with Orange- Trees and Myrtles in full Bloom, ranged 


in Rows that formed a Walk on each Side of the Hall, 


and only left Room for the Dancers in the. Middle. The 
Walks gave the Company Opportunity to ſit down ſome- 
times, as they were hid from the Preſence of the So- 
vereign. The Beauty, Fragrance, and Warmth of this 
new-formed Grove, when you ſaw nothing but Ice and 
Snow through the Windows, looked like Enchantment, 
and inſpired my Mind with pleaſing Reveries. In Rooms 
adjoining - were Coffee, Tea, and other Refreſhments 
for the "end , and when we returned into the Hall, 
the Muſic and Dancing in one Part, and the Walks and 
Trees filled with Beaux and Belles in all their Birth-Day 
Finery, inſtead of the Shepherds and Nymphs of Arca- 
dia, made me fancy myſelf in Fairy-land, and Shakel- 
peare's Midſummer Night's Dream was in my, Head all 
the Evening. I have now got a little Cot in the Coun- 
try, which is a vaſt Delight to me; for here we are free 
from that- Conſtraint which always attends a Court, and 
the Company, or more properly the People, which we 
cannot avoid ſeeing in Town. We have one Engliſh 
Family, with whom Mr. M. has contracted a great 
Friendſhip; and their Converſation and Underſtanding 
would make their Acquaintance courted in England. 
They often go down with us. The Houle is built of 
Wood, and has only a little Hall, with two Parlours on 
one Side of it, and a Kitchen and Offices on the other, 
with four Bed-Chambers, and Cloſets above. It ſtands 
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on a riſing Ground, which leads with a natural green 
Slope to a tine Meadow, which is terminated by the Sea; 
behind it is a W of many Miles, of Birch and Fir. 
The Uncertainty of the Country would render all Art 
or Cultivation ridiculous, and as it is rural without, it 
is ruſtic within; the Tables furniſhed with Delft, and 
the Beds with white Caltico, Ruth Chairs, and the reſt 
in Proportion. One Parlour is furniſhed with Books and 


Maps; which, with my Frame for Embroidery, are the 


only Things that make it differ from a Farm, Here 
we ſpend three Days in a Week very agreeably. Mr. 
M. reads to me, and I work; while our Cows, Sheep, 
and Poultry feed around us, and are fo tame to come 


cloſe to our Windows. If we had ſuch a Retreat near 


ou, that I 'might alſo have a Friend of my own Sex, 
5 ſhould T deſpiſe all Grandeur! But till that can 
be, I have in him the Confidence of Friendſhip and the 
Tenderneſs of Love, which will make me happy in all 
Viciflitudes of Fortune. Adieu, W 
: 2 1 ; 8 ALE ours 21 


2 — _ 


— 


LETTER XXIV. 
| Mr. Hughes to Mr. Addiſon. 

F | | 
To extremely obliged to you for your kind Letter, 
1 The warm Expreiſions of F riendthi 
a much more ſenſible Pleaſure than any I could receive 
from the Approbation of my Verſes. I confeſs when 
I wrote them I had no Thoughts of your printing them; 
and though nothing would flatter me ſo much in the 
making them public as the Satisfaction of ſeeing - my 
Name with your's, yet I am one of thoſe Friends who 
think your preſent Reſolution (of ſuppreſſing my Verſes) 

erfectly right, and entirely acquieſce in your Reaſons. 


cannot but applaud at the ſame Time your chaſte En- 
joyment of Fame, which I think equally above Envy, 


and incapable of receiving any Addition. 1 
| I am, with all poſſible Eſteem, Sir, 
4 . |.» Your moſt affectionate and 
| Mott obedient humble Servant, 


Jenn Hucuss. 


* 


in it give me 
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I. ET TER Xxv. 


20 Mr. Duncombe from Biſhop Herring, a deſcriptive 
bY ID and e Epith. 4: 5 : | 
Dear Sir, „F 

; 1 Thank you moſt affectionately for your obliging En- 
1 quiry after me, and I bleſs God, have the Satisfac- 

tion to inform you that I am very well, after the moſt 

agreeable Journey I ever had in my Life. We travelled 
ſlowly and commodiouſly, and found Wales. a Country 
altogether as entertaining as it was new. The Face of 
it is grand, and beſpeaks the Magnificence of Nature; 
and ſo enlarged my Mind, in the fame Manner as the 

Stupendouſneſs of the Ocean does, that it was ſome Time 

before I could be reconciled again to the level Country, 

Their Beauties were all in the little Taſte ; and I am 
afraid, if I had ſeen Stowe, in my Way Home, I ſhould 
have thrown out ſome very unmannerly Reflections upon 

it. I ſhould have ſmiled at the little Niceties of A 


and beheld with Contempt an artificial Ruin, after 1 


had been agreeably terrified with ſomething like the 
'- Rubbiſh of a Creation. Not but that Wales has its 
little Beauties too, in delightful Streams, and fine V allies; 
but the Things which entertained me were the vaſt 
Ocean and Ranges of Rocks, whoſe Foundations are 
hid, and whoſe I ops reach the Clouds. I know ſome- 
thing of your Caſt of Mind, I believe, and therefore l 
will take the Liberty to give you an Account of an Air- 
ing one fine Evening, which I ſhall never forget. I went 
out in the Cool of the Day, and rode near four Miles 
upon the ſmooth Shore, with an extended View of the 
Dera; whoſe Waves broke at our Feet in gentle Mur- 
murs. From thence we turned into alittle Village, with 

a neat Church and Houſes, which ſtood juſt at the En- 
trance of a deep Valley; the Rocks roſe high and near 
at each Hand of us, but were on one Side covered with 

2 fine Turf full of Sheep and Goats, and grazing Herds, 
and on the other with Patches of yellow Corn and Spots 
of Wood, and here and there a great Piece of a bare 
Rock projecting. At our Feet ran a Stream N 

f | | Tyltah 
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Cryſtal, but large and foaming, over vaſt Stones rudely 
—— Le of unequal Magnitudes, and over it a 
wooden Bridge, which could ſcarce be ſaid to be made 
by the Hands of Art. As it was Evening, the Hinds, 
in many Parts of the Sc 

with Pails on their Heads. 


appeared returning Home 
proceeded in this agreeable 

Place till our Proſpect was cloſed, though much illumi- 
nated by a prodigious Cataract from a Mountain that 
did, as it were, ſhut the Valley. All theſe Images, to- 
gether, put me much in Mind of Pouſſin's Drawings, 
and made me fancy 
nearer Rome, Indeed, both the Journey and the Coun- 
| e —S 

ET Your obliged and aſſured Friend, 
Rochefter, Nov. 3, 1738. Tuo. BAxcoR. 
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[ET TER XXVII. 
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75 a young Lady juſt recovered from a ſevere Sithteſ. ' 
"446 | 1 e } f u 1 ie 


N dear Girl, but to think of the ng 
you have eſcaped. What then ſhould I have felt 
had I been appriſedd of your labouring under it? As 
Providence has graciouſly ſpared you, my Aunt's Con- 
duct cannot ju y be condemned; but 
could the have made me for depriving me of my Share 
of neceſſary Attendance, and taking my laſt Farewel 
of you, had you been loſt to us for ever! Vet I can 
perceive, my Love, that your Heart has by no Means 
received either a due Impreſſion of the Mercies you 
have experienced, or of the Inſtability of human Feli- 
city. Your giddy Imagination preſents you with no 
other Idea of what is paſt than a common Incident, as 


likely to have befallen any other Perſon as yourſelf. 
But ſuch Judgments are highly erroneous. If we are 
to conſider ourſelves as under the immediate Protection 
and Direction of an all-wiſe Power, can we conceive. 
that whateyer ſeeming Accidents reach us are only 


— 


meant 


— 


myſelf in Savoy at leaſt, if not 


what Amends 
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meant to affect our corporeal Part; “ a Sparrow cannot 


Courſe, you will become the Object of general 
tempt; but my Letter, if you vouchſafe it a Reading, 


wi 
and beſtow a favourable Eye upon my Epiltles. 


< = * 17 7 


fall to the Ground without the Permiſſion of its Creator, 


and ſurely we ſhall not deem ourſelves of leſs Value than 


they? I know no Perſon to whom ſuch a Viſitation could 
be more eſſential or more ſalutary; for the Height of 
Pleaſure you had attained, the blooming Graces of your 


Perſon, and the idle Admiration by which you was ſur- 
rounded, contributed to perſuade you that you was more 
than mortal. But ſo palpable a Conviction of the Inſuf. 
ficiency of Youth, Proſperity, and Adulation, to pre- 
ſerve you from the Hand of Sickneſs, or the Jaws of 


Death, ſhould have inſpired you with: new Sentiments, 


The Importance of the Subject will "ſhelter. it, I truſt, 
from your Diſguſt or Diſregard ; for this Affliction was 
certainly. ſent in Mercy to prevent your committing 
ſome groſs Error, which might have deſtroyed your Peace 
or your Reputation. You ſhould therefore. conſider it 


as the moſt fortunate of Events; and this ſhould lead 


you to be accuſtomed to weigh and deliberate your fu- 
ture Steps. Should you relapſe into your former giddy 
on- 


may produce the ſame drowſy Effects as a certain Per- 


| ſon's: Converſation; however, you may take my Word 


for it, they are equally calculated/to promote your real 
Happineſs; for the Time to come, therefore, liſten 
| ith a complacent Ear to his honeſt rational 2 

you 


would but diveſt yourſelf of vain and abſurd Prejudices, 


we could very ſhortly convince you that you have hi- 


therto been grafping a mere Shadow, and have moſt 
blameably neglected the Subſtance, - Cuſtom indeed can 
reconcile us to Evil, and its Power is not leſs prevalent 


with reſpect to what: is good. Suffer not fo ineſtimable 


a Gem as your excellent Underſtanding to be loſt, or 
at leaſt abuſed, in your Poſſeſſion. If you will only 
call in its Aſſiſtance, it will enable you to live a Life of 


Reaſon; but uſeleſs as you render it at preſent, be aſ- 


ſured it will revive. to add a Poignance to the Reproaches 
of Conſcience, and prove your: greateſt Torment. I 


will not weary you with enlarging at preſent, and 
only renew this. Subject at your own Requeſt (a ** | 


oh, — 2 "A trad Wal 


od, „ Wes 


2 HE ned 
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fortunes. Adieu. 
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I fear I ſhall not ſooner receive) or upon ſome new Pro- 
vocation; but I muſt add, that your Happbick is my 
Happineſs, and that no Mortification or Diſappeintment 
can affect you which 1 ſhall not partake of. You have 


ever eſteemed me, and why then can you wound me ii 
the tendereſt Part? I could forgive, I could ſupport your: 


Neglect of me, but I ſhall never be equal to your 


Yours ever. 


2 — — 
3 


LETTER XXVII. 


On the Nature and Tendency of met, phy ral. RS 
5 Z a 2 Writer. 
T Sight of the metaphyſical Ideas with which yo 


and of their Uſe and Abuſe. 


have filled the Work you have communicated tc 


0 
me, my Thoughts upon that Subject were rouſed; and, 
according to my ſlender Abilities, I formed an Idea a0 
Man, ſuch as he is, and ſuch as he ought to be. I fee. 
him at one and the ſame Time, ſo little and ſo great, 


4 


ſo weak, and fo ſtrong, that I have been at once both 
vain and exceſſively humbled. You will judge for your- 


portance on ſuch a Subject to ſay Things that are new, 
as to ſay them well. Readers of Metaphyſics are often 
diſguſted, and very juſtly, * by the Affectedneſs of the 


Writers to be very abſtract. The more ſimple and 


natural Things are, the more Beauty there is in them. 
Metaphyſics, to arrive at Truth, ſhould only give us 


back the Impreſſion of our own Feelings, when the 
Diſpute is about the Faculties of the Soul, otherwiſe 


we wander in the Land of Chimæras. But moſt M 


erect Syſtems; which has been the great Source 


„ 


phyſicians, ancient and modern, thought that they 45 0 
of thi 
þ 


Ridicule' to which Metaphyſicians have been expoſed; 


as the Science in itſelf has the greateſt Truth and Sim- 


plicity. For the Eye of the Mind is not like the Eye of 


the Body. I may ſee a Thing in Idea which my Neigh-: 
bour does not ſee; Ideas ariſe from a thoufand different 
Cauſes, and from hence 2 Gay vary in be > 

85 \ 85 his 


5 
, 


; 


— 


ſelf if I have rightly obſerved. It is not of ſo much Im- 


w 


\ 


— 
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This perſuaded Malbranche, that we ſee every Thing 
in God; and Locke, that our Ideas originate in the 
Senſes. As you are not a Syſtem-monger, I approve 
your: Sentiments the more ; you are not for tying People 
.down to Jour Opinions, though all your Ideas ſeem to 
me to be diſtin, your Principles clear, and your Con. 
ſequences juſt, Hence- your Work is the Fruit of a 

ſound Judgment and a folid Underſtanding. You will 
probably find Opponents after you have publiſhed your 
Opinions ; a Proof that you have not convinced them, 
and a ſufficient Reaſon for your not attempting to re- 
ply. Some Writers WILL cry out, and you muſt give 
them Leave to bark; ſuch would new mould all who 
are not of their Opinion. Theſe Obſervations imme- 
diately occured on the general Subject of the Work; and 
if the Remarks herewith tranſmitted ſhould in any Re- 
ſpe& meet your Approbation, or ſhould contain any 
little Touches worthy of your Work, you can eaſily 
introduce them, by adapting them to your own Style, 
and ſuch an Appropriation will give them an eſſential 
Merit. Perhaps indeed it will be the firſt, Time that a 
Pen of Gold, and a leaden one, have been employed in 
the Execution of the ſame Work; but you would have 
it ſo, and I could not refuſe, when it gave me an Op- 


Portunity of proving the Eſteem and Attachment with 
hich I am | | 


1 "I _ Yours, &c. 


— * 
7 


LETTER XXVII. 


On the Nature of Gratitude: To Sir John North, ur. 


HE firſt Office of Gratitude is, to receive a good 
Turn civilly; then to. retain it in Memory, and 
acknowledge it; and thirdly, to endeavour a Requital. 
It is in vain for me to attempt this laſt Office, eſpecially 
towards you, who have laden me with ſuch a Variety 
of Courteſies and weighty Favours, that my poor. Stock 
comes far ſhort of any Retaliation. But for the other 


— > oo ma 0 oo, My > 


— 2 2 © 


two, as I am not conſcious to have been wanting in the 


firſt Act, ſo I ſhall never fe il in the ſecond, becauſe both 
theſe are within the Compaſs of my Power; for if you 


could pry into the Contents of my Memory, you would 
diſcover there a huge Magazine of the Favours you have 


been pleaſed to do me ſafely ſtored up, to preſerve them 


from mouldering away in Oblivion. Courteſies ſhould' 
not be a periſhable re though if I ſhould at- 
tempt any other Requital, I ſhould extenuate your Fa- 


vours, and derogate from the Worth of them: But if 
to this of the Memory I can contribute any other A& 
of Body or. Mind to enlarge my Acknowledgments to- 
| wards you, be aſſured that 1 ſhall be ever ready to court 
any Occaſion whereby the World may know how much 


Jam | 


Your grateful humble Servant. : : 


—_— — — ä 


I” 5 


LETTER XXIX. 


On the Happineſs of a 0 Diſpoſition. To a young _ 


a . ä 


My dear Friend, 


HE Miſeries of Mankind have been the conſtant 
Subject of Complaint, from the Beginning of the 


World to this very Moment. But People do not con- 
ſider that Content, if not Happineſs, is within the Reach 


of almoſt every Perſon living. It ſolicits us in a thou 


ſand Shapes; and is always at our Doors if we would 
receive it, but we reject its Offers. Indolence and Ig- 
norance are its conſtant Enemies. The Perſon who 
would be truly contented muſt, beſides an habitual Vir- 
tue, attain to ſuch a Strength of Mind as to confine his 


Happineſs within himſelf, and keep it from being de- 


pendent on others. Such a Mind feels a ſecret Pleaſure 
in the Conſciouſneſs of its own Perfection, whilft it is 
cheared by a thouſand innocent Gratifications. And © how 
happy is that Being, who by Prayer and Contemplation 
can open a Communication betwixt God and his own 
Soul! who knows that his om Helper is at Hey 
2 an 
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and is more ready to help us than any Thing can be to 
annoy us,. What can affect a human Mind with a 
more lively Senſe of Happineſs than the pleaſing Re- 
flection that we are acting under the Eye, and with the 
Approbation of infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Good- 
neſs; who will crown our virtuous Endeavours here 
with Happineſs hereafter, large as our Deſires, and laſt- 
ing as our immortal Souls? It. ſeems indeed an uſeleſs 
Labour to multiply Volumes for the Purpoſe of aſcer- 
taining wherein Contentment conſiſts, as it is perhaps in 
the Power of almoſt every Perſon to obtain it. That 
few are happy does not appear to be from the Want of 
Means but from Want of Reſolution, We are apt to 

deſpiſe what is within our Reach, and ardently to deſire 
that which we cannot poſſibly acquire. Thus we pur- 
ſue what we can never poſſeſs; and reject what we have 
in our Power, which would at leaſt make us eaſy, and 
probably happy. Terreſtrial Felicity eonſiſts in Re- 
ligion, ' Health, Regularity, and Eaſe; and that you, 
oy 18 Friend, may be thus happy, is the ſincere 
Wiſh 


Fe © 


Tours. 


rr 


From a Lady to her Brother, à Congratulation on his Re- 
codery from a grievous Indiſpaſttion. 


U e eee of your Health, my dear 
f Brother, and the Return of your natural Chear- 
fulneſs, have given me an inexpreſſible Pleaſure. The 
Portrait you have drawn of the Miſſes Barlow is fo per- 
fectly amiable, that I cannot forbear congratulating you 
on So Happineſs you poſſeſs in fo delightful a Society. 


_ 


In one Senſe indeed I may be faid to partake of it. The 


Adventure you related to me in your laſt Letter drew 
'Tears from my Eyes; it does Honour to Humanity. 
I had a Viſit yeſterday from Mr. Raymond, who knew 
nothing of your Departure. He was very earneſt in his 
Enquiries after you, and I told him the Subftance of 
what you have communicated to me. Do not * 


wm OO bo bogs, — — 
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From a Lady to her Friend, giv 
| e 
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Correſpondence, I need not add our Deſire of Remem- 
brance to Mrs. Caygill ; continue, dear Brother, your 
Affection to e | 


_— — r FI 


LETTER XXXI. ; 
ing an Account of her 

Brother's ill att ge : 4 £7 
M Brother yeſterday, my dear Friend, returned to 
London. 1 know not the Reaſon of ſo, quick a 


Departure, but he is far from being more chearful than 
when he left me; indeed he is ſo melancholy and weak, 


— 


that I am under great Uneaſineſs. It is abſolutely neceſ- 


fary to do our utmoſt to prevent any ill Conſequences 
from his preſent deſponding Situation, and therefore the 
Phyſician has adviſed him to go and drink the Waters 
either of Matlock or Buxton; but I ſhall give the Pre- 
ference to the latter, becauſe my Brother will then be in 
your Neighbourhood, and my Anxiety on his Account 
will be greatly relieved.. I beg, my dear Friend, that 
you will take the Trouble of provithag him with a con- 

venient Apartment near the Waters, which he is recom- 
mended to drink at the Spring Head. You will excuſe 
him from reſiding with you, which is rather at too great 
a Diſtance; but I ſhall envy his Situation, becauſe he 
will have ſo many Opportunities of enjoying your Com- 
pany. Adieu. : , BESET TE 


— 


— * ; wy. 


— 


LETTER XXXI.L 


From one Siſter to another, with Reflections on her im 
prudent Conduct. | 


Yer are greatly miſtaken, my dear Siſter, in your 
Opinion of my Heart. I never denied Pity to the 
unhappy, and ſuch I certainly conſider you. Provi- 
dence has been peculiarly gracious to you from the firſt 
Moment of your * and the beſt of Mothers 

3 ; was 


T— 
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was continued to you as long as her Care was really ei- 
ſential; an uninterrupted Share of Health, Contentment, 
and Reputation, has. been your Portion, and you need 
not have one Wiſh ungratified, if you could but mode- 
rate your Deſires, and preſerve them within the Bounds 
of Reaſon and Propriety. Does not your Senfjbility 
feel the honeſt . of your Heart, for throwing 
away madly thoſe Bleffings which would make Thou- 
ſands happy? How can you view yourſelf in the odious 
though juſt Light of an ungrateful, giddy Being, hur- 
ried on by a fatal Levity into Improprieties which your 
very Nature abhors? And can you ſuffer a falſe and 
contemptible Pride to reſtrain you from making an 
'honourable Retreat? That you are ſubject to Follies 
and Vanities, is your Misfortune ; but to ſuffer tamely 
our' whole Life, Happineſs, and Fame, to become a 
rey to them, is your Fault. I ſhould” addreſs you in 
very different Terms, if you were either leſs capable 
of conquering your perverſe Inclinations, or had never 
been taught to: diſtinguiſh between right and wrong; 
if you had not voluntarily rejected the former, and 
adopted the latter for your Rule of Conduct. I 
ſhould then, inſtead of awakening Reflections, have of- 
fered my moſt friendly Advice; but we ſhould deem it 
abſurd in an unlearned Peaſant, ſhould he preſume to 
preach before a learned Congregation. Let me beg you 
then to return to Propriety and Peace, which indeed can- 
not be ſeparated. Too frequent Repetitions of ill Treat- 

ment may cure the moſt lively Paſſion ; manifeſt then 
the Greatneſs of your Soul, by ackhowledging, or other- 
- wiſe ſhewing that you are duly ſenſible of 3 late 

Folly. I will give you no Account of myſelf or At- 
fairs, till you have, by making proper Atonement for 
paſt Tranſgreſſions, entitled yourſelf to ſome Preten- 
Hons to Rationality. - | 


| I am, | | 
My dear Siſter's moſt affectionate. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


The Vanity of the great World, with the Advantages of 
Riches, IT exerciſed, as exemplified in the Character % 
4 Nobleman. To a young Gentleman. 


Am never ſo happy, my young. Friend, as when I 
I know that you are ſo. I perfectly agree with you as 
to the Charms of Lord M's Hermitage, and admire that 


genuine Taſte for elegant Nature, which gives ſuch a 


ſpirited Variety to the Life of the wiſeſt and moſt ami- 


able of Men. But does it not give you, at the: fame 
Time, a very contemptible Idea of the Power of Great 
nels to make its Poſſeſſors happy, to ſee it thus flying as 
it were from itſelf; to behold it ſeeking Pleaſure, not 
in the Fruition, but in the temporary Suſpenſion of thoſe 
ſuppoſed Advantages it has above other Conditions of 
Life? "The impartial Lord of all has fixed the chearful 
Seat of Happineſs in the rural Cot ; and Health, Peace, 
Content, aad ſoft domeſtic Tenderneſs, the only real 
Sweets of Life, ſmile on the humble Roof of virtuous 
Induſtry. The Poor complain not of the Tediouſneſs 
of Life; for their daily Loil ſhortens the flying Hours, 
and every Moment of Reſt from Labour is to them a 
Moment of Enjoyment. But to the Great, who are 
ſurrounded from earlieſt Youth by Pleaſures which court 
their Acceptance, whoſe Taſte is palled by Habit, and 
a too great Facility of ſatiating 8 Wiſh, Laſſitude 
and Diſguſt creep on their languid Hours; they want 
the doubtful Gale of Hope to keep the Mind in gentle 
Agitation, and ſink into a dead Calm, more deſtructive 
to every Enjo ment than the rudeſt Storm of Adverſity. 
The haughty Ducheſs, oppreſſed with taſteleſs Pomp, and 
ſinking under the Weight of her own Importance, is 
much leſs to be envied than “ the Milk-maid ſinging 
© blithe,” whom ſhe only eſteems the Object of her 
Pity and Contempt. Your Acquaintance with the great 
World has ſhewn you the ſplendid Miſery of ſuperior 
Life. You have ſeen thoſe moſt wretched to whom 
Heaven has granted the ampleſt external Means of Hap- 
pineſs, Such are ever in Purſuit of the Shadow of Hap- 
pineſs, whilſt the — glides paſt them 3 


_ , Spirit and Reſolution have enab 
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and they fink unlamented to the Grave. Happineſs 


loves the Vale of Life; *tis here that we'muſt meet the 
Converſation of a roo that Converſation which 
_ *© brightens the Eyes.“ Yet we muſt not abſolutely 

confine her to thoſe humble Scenes ; her Preſence is not 
unattainable to Royalty itſelf, and the Hand of ſimple 
unerring Nature generally leads to her delightful Abode. 
3 Lord M. alſo has ſucceſsfully ſought the lovely God- 
deſs in the Calm of Retirement, in the Boſom of Friend- 
ſhip, in the Sweets of domeſtic Life, in the tender plea- 
ſing Duties of Huſband and of Father, and in the Prac- 
| tice of Benevolence and every ag Virtue. His 
| Reſt ed him to burſt the 
magic Fetters of Example and Faſhion, and he has nobly 
dared to be happy. His Plan of Life is certainly, as you 
obſerve, the moſt worthy a reaſonable Creature; for he 
has enlarged his own Circle of Happineſs, by including 
in it that of all Mankind, and particularly of all around 
him. His Bounty, like the deep ſilent Stream, glides 
unobſerved, and his generous Spirit acts more by pre- 
venting Want than by relieving it. It is his Glory and 

his Pleaſure that he muſt go beyond the Limits of his 
own Eſtate to find Objects of real Diſtreſs. By encou- 
raging Induſtry and a Spirit of Chearfulneſs amongſt his 
Tenants, he maintains as much as poſſible the natural 
Equality of Mankind on his Eſtate. His Farms are not 
large, but moderately rented; all are at Eaſe, and can 
provide happily for their Families, but none riſe to ex- 
orbitant Wealth. The very Cottagers are Strangers 
to all that even approaches Want; 2 when the buſier 
Seaſons of the Vear are paſt, he gives them Employment 
in his Woods or Gardens, and finds double Beauties in 
every Improvement there, when he reflects chat from 

Health to himſelf and to his Infants Bread 
„ "The Labourer bears. I- 


Plenty, che Child of Induſtry, {miles on their humble 


Abodes; and, if any unforeſeen Misfortune nips the 


' Bloſſoms of their Proſperity, his Bounty, deſcending - 


. filent and refreſhing as the Dews of Heaven, renews their 
blooming Sate, and reſtores Joy to their happy Hy 
3% een ; 5 18 - 4 2 T 95, 
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lings. The Maxims, indeed, by which he governs all 
the Actions of his Life are manly, benevolent, enl 6 
liberal; and his generous Paſſion for the Good of others 
is rewarded 25 his Creator, whoſe Approbation is his 
firſt Point of View, with as much 20 to himſelf 
2 ſublunary State is capable of. I am, my dear 
Frien : 1 15 | 
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"DTTC RNS 
To the Rev. J. Duncomb from the celebrated Author f 
| | Clariſſa. | 


Dear Sir, 7 . 5 ; 
I Take this Opportunity (by the Hands of your worthy 

Father) to- attempt to thank you, with a ſtaggering; 
Pen, for the Letter of the excellent Lady who ſubſcribes 
to it the Name of Sylvia. I am charmed with every Line 
of it. A Time there was when I could have written: 
Sheets upon the Contents; but now I am unhappy with: 
theſe violent Tremors. At Times they quite unnet ve 
me, and will not ſuffer me to hold a Pen, My beſt Re- 
ſpects to this unworthily- afflicted, this prudent, this mag 
nanimous, pious Lady. She has my Praiſes and my 
Prayers. She has greatly. intereſted me in her ſad and 
future Deſtiny. Will ſhe not allow me to be acquainted: 
in with her Progreſs to Perfection? To be told in what 


„ 


| 
; i | 
Yours affectionately. 2 


* 5 4 0 hs r 


(= Manner ſhe. is able to contend with her Difficulti 

rs ſhould they continue, and maintain her Refolttion ? L 

er hope ſhe will allow me this Favour. What a glorious 
nt though painful Situation is hers ! The godlike Power 
in of Forgiveneſs is all her own. Her Supplications to the 
m Throne of Grace for herſelf (who that lives has not ſome 


Failings ?) muſt ſucceed; ſhe has, let me boldly ſay, a. 
Claim to be forgiven, lince ſhe can forgive che. Tre. 
paſſes of one who, forgetting his Vows of deſerved Love 
and Honour, can be guilty of premeditated Treſpaſs 

WM 2gainft her, and, higher til}, reſolve. almoſt . againſt all. 
he Hopes of Redreſs and earthly Reward, to returri Good 
ng for Evil! Poor Doraſtus ! what a Figure makes he, 


eir placed in the Eye of even mitigated Juſtice, 'with his ad- 
el- mirable Wife! Poor (indeed poor) Doraſtus! Oh that: 
| by K 5. 5 thou. 
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thou wert to read, that thou wert able to reflect duly 
upon the following noble Sentiments of thy exalted 
Lady! Here, my Friend, my Pen ſtaggering in my 
123 I was about to dictate to a faithful Hand the 
Paſſages from the Lady's Letter which I fo deſervedly 
admire. | But finding that to do her Juſtice I muſt tran. 
ſcribe the greateſt Part of her Letter, I forbore. 


Adieu, my dear Mr. Duncombe! 
London, Fuly 14, 1757. S. RIcHAR DSO. 


LETTER XXXV. 
From Archbiſhop Herring to the Rev. Dr. George Benſon, 


an eminent diſſenting Teacher, on the Bleſſings of To- 
ALeration. e e | 


* 


Reverend Sir, 


1 Cannot ſatisfy myſelf with having ſent a cold and 
common Anſwer of Thanks, for your Volume of 
moſt excellent and uſeful Sermons. I do it in this Man- 
ner with _ Eſteem and Cordiality. I thank you, at 

the ſame Time, as it becomes me to do, for your very 
obliging good Wiſhes. The Subject, on which my 
Friends congratulate me is in Truth Matter of conſtant 
Anxiety to me. I hope 1 have an honeſt Intention, and 


for the reſt I muſt rely on the good Grace of God, and 


the Counſel and Aſſiſtance of my Friends. I think it 
happy that I am called up to this high Station, at a Time 
when Spite and Rancour and Narrowneſs of Spirit are 
out of Countenance; when we breathe the benign and 
comfortable Air of Liberty and Toleration; and the 
Teachers of our common Religion make it their Buſineſs 
to extend its eſſential Influence, and join in ſupporting 
its true Intereſt and Honour. No Times ever called 


more loudly upon Proteſtants for Zeal and Unity and 


Charity. am, Rev. Sir, | EP 
8 | Your aſſured Friend, 
Kenſington, Feb. 2. 1747-8. T. CANTUAR, 
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TTC 
A Letter of Thanks for a Favour conferred upon the Writer 


in his Abſence. 
I Send you moſt due and humble Thanks, that, not- 

withſtanding I have pra ed the Truant, and have been. 
abſent ſo long from Oxford, you have been pleaſed lately 
to make Choice of me to be Fellow of your new Foun- 
dation in Jeſus College. As the Quality of my Fortunes 
and Courſe of Life now run, I cannot make a preſent 
Uſe of this your great Favour, or rather Promotion; 


yet do I highly value it, and humbly accept of it, and 
intend by your Permiſſion to reſerve and lay it by, as a 


ood warm Garment, 1 rough Weather, if any 
all on me. With this my Expreſſion of Thankfulneſs, 
I congratulate the great Honour you have purchaſed, 
both by your own Beneficence, and your painful En- 
deavour beſides, to perfect that «national College, which 
hereafter is likely to become the Monument of your 


Fame as well as a Seminary of Learning, and will per- 


petuate your Memory to the lateſt Poſterity. May God 


Almighty proſper and perfect all your Undertakings, 


and provide for you in Heaven thoſe Rewards which 
ſuch public Works of Piety are uſually crowned with F 
and may I ever remain ſenſible of the Favours conferred. 


Your very obliged Servant.. 


— a — — 


— ** 


LETTER xxxvn. 


On writing Letters, and 3 ＋ anſwering them 


Dear Couſin, 


IE laſt Week you ſent me Word that ou were | 


ſo cramped with Buſineſs, that you could not . 
ear 


Pen to Paper. If you write not this Week, I ſhall 


you are not only cramped, but crippled ; at leaſt I ſhall 
think you are cramped. in your Affection rather than in 
your Fingers, and that yon hogs forgot how it was once 
| | 355 
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my good Fortune to preſerve you from drowning when 
the Gramp ſeized you in the . | he Cee. as 1 
Think, is a ſudden Convulſion of the Nerves. But the 
Ligaments and Sinews of my Love to you are ſo ſtrong, 
as never to have been ſubject to ſuch ſpaſmodical Con- 
vulſions. Letters are the very Nerves and Arteries of 
TROY the vital Spirits and Elixir of Love, which 
in Caſe of Diſtance and long Abſence would be in Danger 
to languiſh, and quite moulder away without them, 
Among the Italians and Spaniards it has been conſidered 


as the greateſt Soleciſm in good Manners, not to anſwer 


a Letter with like Civility; by this alone they will dif 
tinguiſh a Gentleman from a Clown. It has alſo a very 


great Advantage, as it is one of the moſt virtuous Ways 


to employ Time; and I am the more covetous of a punc- 
. tual Correſpondence with you, becauſe I commonly gain 
by.your Letters. Your poſits Ae and elegant Ex- 
. preffions delight me; and your Lines are interſperſed 
with ſuch choice Flowers of Poetry and Philoſophy, as 
always give me Pleaſure. I underſtand there is a very 
able Do or who reads the Anatomy Lecture this Term ; 
and if your Tutor will diſpenſe with you, your Hours 
cannot be ſpent better than in hearing him. But I muſt 
here put an End to my Letter, being cramped for Want 
of more Matter, and muſt reſt now, as ever, 
n Your affectionate Couſin, 


FP 


A * N —_ 


"LETTER XXXVIIL 


To a young Lady, on the Injuſtice and Cruelty of judging 


others. 


Hau unfavourable Appearances may be, my 
dear Henrietta, never form a raſh Judgment on the 
Actions of others, Upon thoſe which bear a doubtful 
Meaning, Charity ſhould induce. us to put the moſt fa- 


vourable Conſtruction. How know we, but that the 


Action we condemn might ariſe from a good Motive in 


the: Perſon who appears. to be 2 of it? An amiable 


young Woman has taken an obſcure ſmall Lodging in a 
„ 9 . Country 
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Country Village, who ſees nobody, and has deſired the 
People where ſhe lodges to procure her ſome Needle- 
work for her preſent Support; and ſhe ſeldom leaves her 
little Apartment, being alſo frequently in Tears. - Ve 
dark and ftrange (the neighbouring Prudes fay) is this ! 
they dare fay the 1s no better than ſhe ſhould be. - They 
can even fancy that her Shape has an odd Appearance; 
but ſuppoſe that Madam will leave her Country Lodgings 
in a few Months, and commence a Lady of the Town 
in the Purlieus of Covent Garden.” How unjuſt and 
cruel are_theſe wicked e . The unhappy, the 
innocent Emily has exerted the moſt heroic Virtue, in 
eſcaping from a Guardian who purſued her with a cri- 
minal Paſſion; but what made her Trial the harder, 
though it added to her Merit, was, that ſhe tenderly - 
loved him, yet her glorious Reſolution has enabled her 
to prefer Poverty and the moſt wretched Obſcurity ra- 
ther than yield to his infamous Solicitations. How ſhould 
ſuch Cenſurers bluſh at their malignant Cenſures, and 
learn to imitate, inſtead of reproaching, ſuch conſum- 
mate Virtue! | 7 . | 
Adieu, my dear Henrietta 


\ 


_— 


e 
On the Advantages of innocent E ment. To a young © 
1 5 n 4 Sag} 


WITH the utmoſt Delight I ſee my dear oung 
Friend perpetually employed in ſome uſeful Art 


or innocent Amuſement. Beſides the real Advantages 
Which muſt ariſe from a Habit of Induſtry and conſtant 


Employment, the Mind is not idle, The Senfation of 
Laſſitude, ſo painful to many, cannot faſten on an active 
Diſpoſition. A Variety of little Incidents and Amuſe- 
ments for the Relief of the Wants of others, if we our-. 
ſelves are happily placed above feeling them, is attended 
with a more refined and keener Senſation than any other 
Enjoyment; This Power of finding a Variety of Ob- 
jects, which muſt perpetually occur in a Habit of _ 
79 : . Iitant 
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ſtant Employment, tends not only to ſoften the preſent 
Uneaſineſs, but the Fear of the moſt diſagreeable Situ. 
ation we may be liable to experience in this changeable 
State. Mankind in general view diſagreeable Scenes, 
ſeparately from their little Comforts, as they do the 
torrid Zone; which is thought deſtitute of all the En- 
joyments of Life, becauſe they only conſider how ex- 
ceſſive the Heat muſt be. But the Showers and re- 
freſhing Breezes, which are ſo ſweet and ſalutary, never 
enter their Minds, but are happily the Conſolation of 


Experience. I am, | 
4 $a I. My dear Friend, TO” 
" Yours moſt affectionately, 


Horton, Tune 28, 1788. J. Apans, 


FU l 


e 
The Dualifications of an independent Senator deſcribed. Ta 
a young Gentleman from a Nobleman. 


. preſent Member of Parliament for —— being 
3 in a State of Health which feems to forebode a Ter. 
mination" of Life at no great Diſtance, it would be ve 

agreeable to me if my dear Mr. Johnſon would think of 
offering himſelf a Candidate to ſucceed him. But I mutt 
be ſo plain as to tell him, he will have no Aſſiſtance from 
me except my Wiſhes; and that he has nothing to truſt 
to but his own Merits and the Name of Johnſon. For 
it is a Point both of Conſcience and Honour with me, 
never to intermeddle in Elections: As the Prefervation 
of our happy Conſtitution depends on the perfect Inde- 
pendence of each Part on the other two, ſo the Moment 
that the Houſe of Lords can make a Houſe of Commons, 
(Heaven grant that Moment to be far diſtant!) Liberty 
and Prerogative will ceaſe to be more than Names, and 
both Prince and People will become Slaves. Hence it 
- IS, that although the whole Town is mine, I always 
leave the People to their free and uninfluenced Choice, 
and never interfere farther than to inſiſt on their keep- 


2 
* > 


ing themſelves as unbiaſſed as I leave them. I would 


even 
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even proſecute the Man who was baſe enough to take a 
Bribe, though he who offered it was my neareſt Friend. 
Thus I have the Pleaſure of keeping myſelf free, and at 
Liberty to confer Favours where I pleaſe ; thus I ſecure 
my own , agen by not invading that of others. 
If this Conduct was general, it would preferve the Ba- 
lance of our glorious Conſtitution, which is of much 
reater Conſequence to Britons than the Balance of 
Poe in Europe; but we reſemble thoſe Perſons who 
buſy themſelves in regulating the domeſtic Concerns of 
their Neighbours, and ſuffer their own to be ruined. I 
know too well your generous Sentiments to doubt that, 
in procuring this Settlement, I ſhall give to my Country 
a firm and unſhaken Patriot; at once above Dependance 
on the moſt virtuous Court, and the mean Vanity of op- 
poſing a Prince's juſt Meaſures from a too eager Deſire 
of Popularity. Yet I would not have you inſenſible to 
Praiſe, or the Eſteem of 1 Country; but ſeek it only 
by deſerving it. Though it be in Part- the Reward, it 
ſhould not be the Motive of your Actions; your own 
Approbation ſhould be your firſt View, that of others 
only your ſecond. I mean not to wrong the Integrity 
of your Heart, by ſuppoſing you capable of diſtreſſing 
the Hands of Government for mercenary or ambitious 
Purpoſes; the virtuous Senator regards not Men, but 
Meaſures, and will concur with his bittereſt Enemies in 
every ſalutary and honeſt Purpoſe, or rather, in a public 
View, he will have no Enemies but the Enemies of his 
Country. Vour Goodneſs in ſupplying one of my 
Tenants, involved in a temporary Diſtreſs from an 
Accident, has reached me; Gratitude would not permit 
the poor Man to obſerve that Injunction of Secreſy which 
you laid him under. I will not rob you of the Pleaſure 
of making an honeſt Mag. Dappy, by inſiſting on re- 
turning the Money to you; but I ſhall only indulge you 


this once, and you are the only Perſon from whom I have 
ever ſuffered my Family (for ſuch I conſider all my 
Tenants and Dependants) to receive an Obligation, 
This Favour I have refuſed even to your Father, Adieu, 


Your affectionate a 


9 


my Friend, 


are often very falſe 


So : 4 2 
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On due CG nce in Profeſſuns of Friend ; From a 
„ e to FEE at Za. mY 55 


ET us have no more, I beſeech you, about this 


Woman, whom we all love beyond every Bound 


of Reafon. She is very well, and I now write to you 


wholly in my own Name. - I want to talk to you about 
Sir Thomas Davenport, to beg you, by all the Confi- 
dence you have in me, to obſerve my Advice in your 
Conduct with Reſpect to him. I know the Manners of 
ſome People in Hampſhire, and the Pleaſure they take 


in fomenting Diviſions, inſomuch, that if one is not con- 


tinually on one's Guard againſt their Diſcourſe,” one is 
inſenſibly led awa h bes in their Sentiments, which 

unjuſt, I can aſſure you that 
Time, or ſome other Neaſons, have made a great Al- 
teration in Sir Thomas's Temper ; he has been very 
mild for ſome Days paſt, and, provided you are not re- 
ſolved to treat him as an a you will not find him 
one. Let us take him at his Word, till we find he does 
ſomething to contradict it; for nothing ſo ſoon overturns 
a good Intention as to ſhew a Diffidence of it, and it is 
often alone ſufficient. to be ſuſpected for an Enemy, to 
make a Perſon become one in Reality. The whole is 
then at an End, and there are no longer any Meaſures 


to keep. But Confidence engages to good Actions, one- 
is agreeably affected with _— d Opinion of others, 
to forfe 


and cannot readily bring one's it it. In God's 
Name. then open your Heart, and you will perhaps be. 


furprized by a Behaviour that you at preſent little expect. 


I never can think this Man coneeals any Rancour in his 
Heart, under ſo many Profeſſions of Friendſhip as he has 
made us, and of which we had better be Dupes than 
entertain falſe or injurious Suſpicions. Follow my Ad- 
vice, it is not mine only; ſeveral very worthy and in- 
telligent Perſons require this Conduct from you, and 
give you Aſſurances that you will not 8 de- 
ceived. Your Family is perſuaded of it. & ſee bet- 


ter into theſe Things than you; ſo many People es 
goth . ove. 


— 
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love you, and have ſome Pretenfions to good Senſe and 
Diſcernment, cannot certainly be all of them miſtaken. 
. I am, my dear Sir, | 
London, June 20, 1788, Yours affeQtionately, 


» 1 ?k . 4 AAS. 1 


n 21 . 5 52 
e n 
On taking Care of one's Health. To a Lady. 


T E Baronet certainly doats, and knows not what 

e would be at. 1 did not eat any Fruit at Bel- 
font, becauſe there was no Fruit there to eat. I dine in 
a wholeſorne Manner, and if fooliſh People would have 
me ſup at fix, before one's Dinner is digeſted, I laugh at 
their poal, and let it alone till eight. © But on what 
do I fup 1 beſeech you? why on a 9 ſometimes, or 

rhaps the Wing of a Partridge. I walk out, I ac- 


knowledge; but if People would have me ſtay at Home, 


they ought to cry down the fine Weather. I have never 
been abroad during the Evening Damps; that is all mere 
Scandal. When 1 tell you that Dr. Taylor was always 
of my Opinion, was often with me in my Walks, and 
never oppoſed me in any Thing; need I ſay more to 
convince you? What then do you mean, Mr. Baronet ? 
ut pray, Sir, with all your Wiſdom, does that Arm of 
yours diſable you ſtill? It would be a diſmal Affair in- 
deed, to be obliged to wear a Stick the whole Winter 
long. And you, my Lady, think you I have no Cauſe 
to chide you ? Evans tells me you do not nurſe-yourſelt 
enough, and that, to mend the Matter, you eat the moſt 
pernicious Things in the World; that it is needleſs to 
think of recovering your Health with ſuch a Behaviour, 
and that Mr. Gouch, who is the only Perſon that dare 
contradict you, is ſufficiently vexed at it. I had rather 
the would coquet it with Mr. Jones or Mr. Any-Body, 
as 2 tell me ſhe does, than to lay impious Hands on 
a Conſtitution upon which all our Lives depend; for it 


was your own Deſire that I ſhould make Uſe of all your 


Names on this Head. How well 75 do together! How 
happy are you in finding that at Home in your F 3 
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which is ſought for in vain Tr where elſe; that is, the 
choiceſt 3 in the World, and all the Friendſhip 
and Safety Heart can wiſh for | I think it, and ſay it 
again and again, there is not ſuch another to be found, 
I embrace you with all my Heart, and conjure you to 
love me ever as ſincerely as does 


Your affectionate. 


1 g 6 0 
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LETTER XIII. 


— 


* OU have had a good while the Intereſt of a Friend 
Jin me, but you have me now in a {traiter Lie; b 
pour late Marriage, I am become your. Brother, — 51 
has turned our Friendſhip into an Alliance. You have 
in your Arms one of my deareſt Siſters, who I hope, nay 
know, will make a good Wife. I heartily congratulate 
this Marriage, and pray that a Bleſſing may, deſcend upon 
it from that Place where all Marriages are; made, which 
is from Heaven, the Fountain of all Felicity. To this 
Prayer, I think it no Profaneneſs to add the Saying of 
the Lyric Poet Horace, in whom I know. you much de- 
light; I ſend it you as a Kind of Epithalamium, and 
wiſh it may be verified in you bon. 


Thrice happy they, in pure Delights, 
wi — — Love with mutual Bonds unites, | 
Unbroken by Complaints or Strife. 
E 'n to the lateſt Hours of Life, mme. 


So, my dear Brother, I much, rejoice in this Alliance, 
and wiſh you may increaſe and. multiply to your Heart's 


Content. I am, aol Rs 
xr” Re Ty 3 Tour affectionate Brother. 


4 " 
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From a Gentleman to his Brother-in-Law en his Marriage. 
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From a Gentleman to his Conſtituents, in Gratitude for 
their Election to ſerve in Parliament. 
1212 a dee Inſtrument from you lately, ſub- 
1 ſcribed by the principal Perſons in your Corporation, 
wherein I find your Choice of me as one of your Bur- 
geſſes for the approaching Parliament. Some other 


worthy Gentlemen who ſtood earneſtly for it, as * 
your Neighbours, might have had better Means a 


more Abihties to ſerve you; but I will endeavour to ac- 


* 


quit myſelf of the Truſt you have repoſed in me, and to 


anſwer your Expectation accordingly. This Election I 


conſider as an Honour _— and I eſteem it a greater 
Advantage that ſo worthy and well-experienced a Knight 
as Sir James P. is to be my Colleague ; for I ſhall ſteer 
by his Compaſs, and follow his Directions in _ Thing 
which may more immediately concern the Welfare of 

our Town and its Liberties, either for Redreſs of any 


rievances, or by propoſing and properly - ſupporting 


any Thing new which may conduce to its further Be- 


nefit and Advantage. This I conſider as the true Duty 
of a parliamentary Burgeſs, without roving about at 
Random to general Matters. I hope to learn from Sir 
yo what 1s fitting to'be done upon all Occaſions, and 

ſhall apply myſelf accordingly to join with him to ſerve 
you with my beſt Abilities. ith theſe Aﬀurances, and 
the Hopes of your comparing my future Conduct there- 
mr to be ſatisfied how far J ſhall deſerve your Favour, 

Your moſt aſſured and 


3's 


IE * 


LETTER XLv. 


On the Folly of Indelence in a State of Perplexity. 


My dear Friend, 


T is truly aſtoniſhing that we ſhould bear ſo many 
Perplexities in this Life, from a ridiculous * 


— — 
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that they are not to be remedied, when, perhaps nothing 
is more eaſy. Half the Miſeries in this World are of our 


owt making, and they are little better than the Corroſion 


of idle; Diſcontent; for we fit down. in a blind Acquieſ. 
cence that we can have no Relief, and therefore will not 
ſtir a Finger to help ourſelves. We loſe many an Ad- 
vantage and Comfort, becauſe we do not try to exert 
our own Reaſon, and frequently expect even a Miracle 
from Heaven to help us. But one of our greateſt Wick. 
edneſſes is, to arraign Providence as the Cauſe of our 
Calamities; for we are commonly impious enough to 
lay the Blame wholly on Heaven on infinite Goodneſs | 
What ſhocking Ingratitude! Guilt only can make us 
wretched. here; far however a good Man's' Heart may 
bleed even to Death, it will never feel a Torment like 
the Rendings of Remorſe. Let the Virtuous remember 
this, however keen their Affliction. The World indeed 


s bad, but it affords Content, if we will be at the Pains 


to ſeek it; if we will but repoſe our Cares, our Hopes, 
and our Wiſhes, on that gracious Being, who knows 
both- the Lime and Means proper for his everlaſting 
Purpoſes. But remember, ever, that Sorrow loſes its 
Sting, when. Virtue embalms the Wound. Lam,” 
I Og gx OO TS 
Moſt fincerely yours. 


15 
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I ET TER XVI. 


On the Pleaſure of familiar Friendſhip. To a Lady fron 


er Mother. 


Y Letter of To-day will be a mere Matter of 
nothing. In the firſt Place I have nothing of yours 
to anſwer ; and, in the next, I have no News to ſend you. 
Williams was telling me the other Day the kind of 
Things he has ſent you; he calls it News, but I laughed 
at him for his Pains, and aſſured him I would never load 
my Paper with ſuch idle Stuff. He ſends you Word that 


Lord H. is to reſign his Government to General B. and 
to have that of P. with a Reverſion to Mr. H. but 25 


— 
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is à mere falſe and idle Report, and is not mentioned in 


any Place of Credit. He informs you that the King is 


to leave London the 7th of next Month: Very pretty 
that! but I aſſure you I ſhall- ſend you nothing but what 
is abſolutely true, and if I can get no better Intelligence 
than this, 7 will even let it paſs unnoticed, and entertain 

you with ſomething elſe. But I am very well pleaſed 
with Williams as well as with you. He takes a great 
Deal of Care f your Mother in your Abſence ; and 
whenever the leaſt Diſpute ariſes between the Doctor 
and me, we always chuſe him Arbitrator. It is a great 
Satisfaction to reflect that we have ſuch a Friend, who 
is deficient in no one good or valuable Qualification, and 
conſequently can never be wanting in any Reſpect. If 


you had forbidden us to talk of you, when together, as 


a Thing difagreeable to you, we ſhould be greatly em- 
barraſſed ; for a Converſation of that Kind is fo natural 
to us, and we feel ſo agreeable a Propenſity to it, that we 
fall into it as it were inſenſibly. And if by Chance, 
after _ Exerciſe on the Topic, we for a while turn 
aſide to ſomething elſe, I begin again in the old Strain; 
and, © Come! I ſay to him, one Word about my poor 
Girl! we are very ungrateful to forget her ſo 4. 

Then we begin anew, and run over a thouſand Incidents, 
as if they had but juſt occurred. If I was to ſwear a 
thouſand Times to him that I did not love you, I do not 


think he would believe me; but I value him as a Confi- 


dant who enters entirely into my Sentiments, and what 
then can I ſay better of him. But I muſt here ſtop the 
Career of my Pen, by adding only that I am, as ever, 


Your affectionate Mother. 


* 


LETTER XVI. 


On the Choice of proper Objefts of Charity. To a young 
TREO | Gentleman, - 


MONG the various Species of Miſery I would re- | 
commend to the feeling Heart of my young Friend 
to relieve by his Bounty, is the poor Debtor. His * | 
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of all others, is the moſt pitiable. The Beggar at leaſt 
enjoys Freedom; he has the Benefit of freth Air, and 
artakes of the Charity of the well-diſpoſed. The Slave 
as the Benefit of Exerciſe, and of its Attendant, Reſt; 
and his Labours are ſweetened with the pleaſing Hope of 
| Redemption. The Lunatic in Imagination is alſo 
happy, and frequently enjoys more in Idea than others 
really poſſeſs. The poor confined Debtor alone, hara. 
ſed as he is with all their Afflictions, is wholly deprived 
of their Comforts. He has the, Lunatic's Reſtraint, 
without his Ignorance of Miſery. He is a Beggar, with. 
out Freedom, Air, or Charity; a Slave," without the 
wholeſome V iciflitudes of Labour and Reſt ; a Priſoner 
for Life, without even the Alternative of preſent Death 
or Liberty. Such a Condition ſhould. excite our Com- 
paſſion, as it demands our Pity; and to relidve or alle- 
viate the Hardſhip is divine and god-like. I am, my 
dear Friend, . þ . 5 


Vours affectionately. 


= An FT ——_— 
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On the Satisfaction and Pleaſure of a Religious Life. 
WWE! a ſuperlative Comfort, my dear Friend, do 

; thoſe happy Souls enjoy, who, by the Innocence 


of their Lives and Purity of their Intentions, can look 
up with humble Hope to their heavenly Maker! The 


_ - moſt diſmal Dungeon, the moſt frightful Solitude, is no 


longer ſuch to thoſe happy few, who have their Support 
within themſelves ; to thoſe who know their Defender is 
nearer to them than any Thing can be which may an- 
noy or diſturb them. Many People imagine, that in 
onler to be religious they are fairly to bid Adieu to all 
worldly Amuſements for ever; to ſhut themſelves up 
from the World and all its Enjoyments ; to aſſume a 


moſt melancholy Countenance, and to ſhake the Head 
at © even Pleaſure's Name.” But theſe good People 
greatly deceive themſelves in this Matter, and are under | 
a very fatal Deception in ſuppoſing Religion. to conſiſt in 

a Contempt of the innocent Pleaſures of this 2 * 


4 
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rue Religion is a perpetual Source of Joy, Love, and 
Tanguy De the Gift of Heaven, and ſurely. 
then it can never be irreligious to enjoy it. "Thoſe who 
can be bappy in their own Reflections, and contribute. 
all in their Power to the Happen of others, anſwer; 
moſt effectually the Ends of their Creation. For the 
Enjoyment of Life calls forth our Gratitude to the Au- 
thor of it, and opens the Heart to Chearfulneſs, Kind- 
neſs, and Benevolence; and by giving us a Taſte here 
of Happineſs, excites in us a Deſire of _— it through 
Eternity, and enables us to reſign every worldly Felicity 
for thoſe Joys which are without Change and without 


End. I am, my dear Friend | 
n m, my | * e 


ä 
— — 


09 eee, 
I Letter of Introduction, on Behalf of a young Gentleman, 
From a Lady in England to her Daughter abroad. 


M* Jacobs, my dear Child, has inſiſted on my giv- 
VL ing him a Letter of Introduction to you. hat 
2 Joke is this? ſince you know the Friendſhip and 
Eſteem I have for him, and that his Father js one of my 
oldeſt Acquaintance. You are not ignorant of the 
Merit of either the one or the other, and have all the 
Reſpect for them that I could wiſh you to have. Of 
what Service then can my Letter be to him? To me 
indeed it is of Service, as it furniſhes me with an Op- 
portunity of writing to you; and indeed it is odd enough 
to.obſerve what Pleaſure one takes in converſing with a 
Perſon one loves, though at a Diſtance; and how tire- 
ſome it 1s to be obliged to write to others. I think my- 
ſelf happy in having begun the Day with you. Little 
Harper has attended me for a bad Cold, but this will be - 
over by the Time you receive my Letter; after havi 
talked of you, 1 ſet about writing to you. The Poſt - 
lately has been very irregular, and thoſe People who are 
lo very obliging to fet out at . — with my Letters 
to you, are very remiſs in bringing back your Anſwers. 
The Rector and I are continually talking about your 
. alrs 3 
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Affairs; but he 0 you an Account of all that paſſes, 
therefore I ſhall ſay nothing farther. Your Health, your 
Eaſe, your Affairs, are the three principal Subjects of 


1 


to reflect upon, and amm, 5 
© London, .Fuly 4 788. Daours. 


Tay Thoughts; from which I draw an Inference for you 


3d 4 & * . nn 4 "<= 
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From a Gentleman to his Friend, on Recovery from an 


85 da ltlarming Sickneſs, © 
My dear Hardwick, | 3 Th 
* Shortneſs of your Epiſtle almoſt leaves me with- 
- out Matter to reply. What! had you no Anec- 
dote to furniſh out a Dozen more Lines? No News of 
Importance ſufficient to exerciſe your Pen, or emplo 
my Time? no Account of a Trip to Scotland, to. viſit 
the Son of Vulcan in his facerdotal Capacity ? _ Has the 
Lemnian god of Gretna Green no V otaries of Hymen! 
have no Sacrifices been made at his Altar? ©, Surely, 
ue you could have furniſhed me with ſomething 
of this Nature worth mentioning, for at this Time I am 
incapable of reflecting on more ſerious Subjects. The 
Diſorder has left a Stupor in 'my Head, which renders 
it not only improper, but I am alſo unwilling and even 
adverſe to indulge in more ſolid and momentous Specu- 
lations. - So that your former Letter inuſt {till remain 
without an Anſwer, as I dare n6t yet truft myſelf to 
think upon any Thing which carries with it the leaſt 
Appearance of Difficulty. My Health ſeems to put in 
the ſtrongeſt. Claim to my Attention, and I have no In- 
clination to regard any Thing which does not in ſome 
Meaſure contribute to its Reſtoration. By my fooliſh 
Neglect of the Means which would have ſecured to me 
the Enjoyment of it, I have impaired my Conſtitution 
and hazarded my Exiſtence ;' and ſurely it would” be un- 
- pardonable to ſplit again upon the ſame Rock, from 
| whence I have lately ſo narrowly eſcaped: with Life. 


Hardwick will excuſe my declining this Subject at poſer, 


» 4 > wy ” - 
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till all my Faculties and Powers of thinking are more 

ly reſtored ; when that will be, I ſhall not yet, 1 
fear, be able to determine, as my Strength returns but 
very ſlowly. At preſent, therefore, I can only think of 
Amuſements ; and I know not how it is, I find thoſe to 
be moſt pleaſing which are moſt ſimple and childiſh. 
Sometimes I endeavour to engage Mrs. Denton in them, 
but ſhe generally ſeems to feel their unmeaning I7ſigni- 
ficance ; and whenever ſhe does join, my Importunities 
rather than her own Choice for the moſt Part prevail. 
Adieu, my dear Hardwick. | 5 DER 

„ 0 . Yours as ever, 


— „ — „ Mit. * 
* — 3 ꝙ— — 


_ 


LETTER IL 


From a Gentleman to his Friend, in Auſioer to a Letter 
acknowledging the Error of his former Conduct. 


You will believe me when I aſſure you that a Meſ- 
ſenger from Heaven with the Inſignia of Peace and 
the Aſſurance of eternal Happineſs at the cloſing Hour 
of Life, could not have given more Reſt and Joy to my 
Heart than thoſe laſt Lines of yours. May the ſame 
Sentiments guide you, the ſame Reſolutions direct Aer. 
through 2 Period of Time! may every future Hour 
of your Exiſtence here ſerve to confirm you in thoſe 
pleaſing Reflections]! and may the good Spirit which 
dictated thoſe Sentiments, through whatever Means it 
has been accompliſhed, ſtill di you to produce the 
p Fruits in the Actions of your Life? If a ſew of 
our Actions would be wrong, {and where is that ſpot- 
leſs Being, whoſe Deportment is not in ſome Reſpects 
erroneous # our Miſtakes once diſcovered, what ſhould 
hinder the Pleaſures ariſing from Repentance and an Ac- 
| knowledgmene of our Crimes in all prudent Caſes? © 
what ſhould hinder that the Pains of the one ſhould 
be ſucceeded by the Pleaſures of the other? And what 
greater Pleaſure can a Mortal enjoy ? what more ex- 
quiſite Satisfaction can he feel than what ariſes from the 
Conviction, that though * once wrong, he knows 
. 7 f = | at 
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at laſt thathe is right? Let this ConviCtion, m Friend, 
take a firm footing in your Heart; let it 2 
rooted, ſo as to prevent every Fear or Danger of a Re- 
lapſe; and in the Conſideration of your own Weakneſs, 
let your Mind be impreſſed with ſuch Thoughts as Fond 
give you. additional Strength and Fortitude. ; For M 
alas | how weak a Being is he, yet how ron {he 
capable of every high Poſt, and equal 

- Difficulty, but how-often 1 is he ſtopped in the tage of 


his Purſuits, and checked in his Progrels by a e or 


a Feather. Adieu, believe me, 


My dear Friend, 3 
: 2 Ever yours. 
LETTER Li 
fe facetious. Letter a Gentleman to his Gn 40 at 


Fe gehen. On the Imperten N correci Wi 25 


| Dear Couſin, | 


Letter of yours was lately ddifered n me; 1 IP the 
A Superſ Laura not without Difficulty, but when! 
1 it, I wondered in what Language it was written. 
I thought at firſt that it muſt be Hebrew, or ſome other 
Bees of the Eaſt, and ſo went from the Liver to the 
Heart, from the right Hand to the'left, to read it, but! 
_ could make nothing of it. I then thought it might be 

the Ohineſe Language, and went to read the Words per- 
pendicular; but the Lines were fo crooked and diſtorted, 
at — Coherence could be made. Greek I perceived it 
& nor, aur nor Engliſh; fo. I gave it up for 
5 de and'y mr oe Characters to Lk A 25 Hiero- 
yp on than The beſt is, you keep. * 

: — at a good 1 like thoſe in 8 
who, as the Clerk ſaid, were made ſo wide on Dr 
- becauſe the Clients ſhould have Room enough to walk 
8 them without juſtling one another; but this 
ae would have been excuſable, if your Lines had 
been ſtraight, whereas they were fall f odd Kind of 
Undulations and ** If you can write no er 
[ Wie 


to no Pu 
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wile, one may read your Thoughts as ſoon as your 
Characters 3 but it is ſome Excuſe for you that you are 
but a young Beginher. -I beg it may appear in your 


next what 4 Proficient you are, otherwiſe ſome Blame 


may fall upon me for placing you in your preſent Situ- 
ation, Tor. ms receive. no more Gibberiſh or Hiero- 
glyphics from you, but legible Letters, that I may ac- 
quaint your Friends accordingly of your good Proceed- 
Daoͤoöaour very affectionate Couſin, 
*. 14 ; ? Pay 4 | 64” 4 1 . » - 


ye 2 4 tb. 
SS 


8 


ee, 
To 6 Lady, on the Weng ns I mportance of attendin g to 


. 
/ 


Write to you, my I ear, this Evening, as I am full 


| Þ of the Thoughts of going to-morrow; Morning into 


Shropſhire. | Lady D. invited me the other Day in ſo 
courteous a Manner, that I muſt go to viſit her and the 
Baronet, who is much more eaſily managed by a Viſit 
of this Sort in the Country, than by twelye Months So- 


licitation at London. You would haye me rely on your 
Care entirely in Regard to 3865 Health, to which I con- 
ſent with all my. Hea:t, if there is ruth in what is 


any. 
ſaid, that you are quite another Perſon in this Reſpect. 
It would,.in E be a natural Conduct in you to do 
15 and your Neglect of it has always appeared to me a 
| Ma ent Due 1 ry.z and I am led to believe. by - 
this Inſtance, that right Reaſon has once more reſumed 
its Place in your Underſtanding. Therefore, my Dear, 
let me urge you to do as you fay, take Milk and Broth 


and hold the Care of your Health dear to you beyond al 


earthly Conſiderations. Be perſuaded that Care and Re- 
gimen are not alone tufficient to recover a Stomach like 
yours; it is from the Continuance of this Regimen you 
are to look for a Cure. What ſignifies your taking 
Milk for a Fortnight, and then ſaying, © Well, I have 
taken Milk, becauſe that has been recommended, but 
'D rpoſe;? this is only a Mockery, and you 
deceive both us and * by acting in this Manner. 
a 2 2 


Lou 


— 
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Jou ſhould alſo conſider, that without Health it is im- 
poſſible for us to do any Thing as we ought; every 
Thing is at a Stand, and the ſmalleſt Affair coſts us in- 
credible Pain to accompliſh. . Indeed, the Want of 
Health prevents our living at all. Your . preſent Con- 
dition is by no Means a durable Situation; yet if you 
would be well, 2 mult firſt expect to be better. I am 
truly concerned for the ſorrowful Weather you have had, 
which has been enough to give you a laſting Fit of the 
Vapours ; but I am diſtreſſed for the terrible Inundations 
which you mention, of which alſo we have large Ac- 
counts in the Newſpapers. If your Huſband ſhould 


nnd it neceſſary to return, I ſhall indeed give him a fad 


Welcome; for inſtead of taking Order for your Journey 
ds yqu have, it would have been more na and ra- 
tional in you to have waited his Arrival here. But you 

conſulted his Pleaſure, as they were wont to conſult the 
Entralls of Victims in Days of Yore, and you there 
clearly read that he wiſhed you to accompany him; re- 
gardleſs of your Health, it was a Thing impoſſible for 
you not to.go, as in Fact you have, You ought, there- 
fore, to lift up your Eyes to God, and des him to grant 
you a. ſaſe Return. I begin to fancy myſelf qualified to 
write a Treatiſe on Friendſhip; for there are a thouſand. 
Things depending on it, a thouſand Lug aps be avoided, 
to prevent thoſe we love from fmarting for it. We give 
them Pain in innumerable Inſtances ; wherein we might 
"alleviate their Feelings, by reflecting upon and turning 
Things in all:the Points of View we ought, from a par- 
ticular Reſpect to the Object of our Eſteem. In ſhort, 
I could make it evident in this my Book, that there are 
Millions of different Ways 'totteſtify one's Friendfhip, 
without ſpeaking of F well as to declare by Actions 
that we have no real Regard, even whilſt the Traitor's 
Tongue is making Proteſtations to the contrary. I do 
not mean any Perſon in Vat fro but what TI have writ- 
ten, I have written; and as 1 d myſelf diverging from 
the Subject of your Health, Ilwill here check the Riot 
vol my Pen, and ſubſcribe, as ever, 4 
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| G God! what a charming Letter have I juſt 


and I am perſuaded, with the Unde 


truſt your Judgment than theirs, in Judgin of a Diſeaſe. 
ou 


folutely ignorant of every Particular relating to this moſt 
to Hniſh the Courſe" of your Studies; the Scarlet Gown 


+ your Complaints? that you have no longer thoſe Pains 
to recruit yourſelf. 


attending a contrary Conduct. I have no Company from 


— 
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| LETTER LY: 
On the Alvantage of 2 the Nature particular 


n/ itutions.. 


now received from you! what delightful Reading Þ 
and what Pleaſure is it to hear you diſcourſe on all the 
Points you treat of! That about 2 — tranſports me; 

ſtanding and Quick- 
neſs of Apprehenſion that God has beſtowed upon you, 
you might ſoon outſtrip, with a little Application, the 
very Doctors themſelves. Indeed you might ſtand in 
Need of a little Experience, and perhaps you might not 
kill with Impunity as they do; but I would much ſooner 


The only real Concern of Life, is undoubtedly that of: 
the Care of one's Health; in this the World ſeems to be 
agreed, for the general Queſtion is, © how do you do? 
how do you do!“ and yet we are for the moſt Part ab- 


neceſſary Science. Learn then, my Dear, and continue 


| 


is all the Diploma you will ſtand in Need of. Pray, 
what do you mean by ſending us your pretty little Doc- 
tor? I do affure you, they have entirely loſt their Credit 
here, except three or four of our Acquaintance,. and 
their Preſcriptions are according to the. Principles of 
Reaſon. Is it then true that yon have got the better of 


in the Stomach, that you have no- Cholc, and chat you 
are free from Pain in the Legs? How happy a Thing is 
it, that you ſee the Advantages of Repoſe, and take Care 

＋ a e e ry with me for 
chiding you, when you neglect yourſelf, and inhumanly 
abandon your erſon ? But 1 could write for Months 
about this wicked Conduct in you, and the Good you ſee 


nine till eleven at Night, but 1 prefer this Repoſe, with- 
out you, to all the Evening Parties about Town. L 
cannot endure rambling abroad in an Evening; and I find 

when Jam not tormented with Fexes for you Walkre, 
1122 * + ht 2 5 "EY 7 
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I feel yout Abſence prodigiouſly, It was eruel in you t to 
tell me that I have nothing to do but to laugh at m 


Eaſe, when you qught to remember what this Abſence 
of yours has made me ſuffer. But I can only add, that 


CY wiſh. for nothing fo much as the Pleaſure of embra 
you in LEO, Ward I hope for ſoon.” Bos SP N 1215 


1 deareſt, 
| 15 8 Yours very — 24 
RT 
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| 1/4 E T- T E R Iv. I... 
On the Naturs of. "Time, and the Changes PR. 3 We. 
A Little Patience Would ſave a great Deal of Vexa- 
0 


tion. Time robs us of as much a5'it. brings us, 

u know that we have always 15 5 it 2 mere Shuffler, 
placing and diſplacing, , ordering ag ee im- 
printing and effacing, inging together and ſeparating, 
and in n ihort, making all Things, ood and bad in ſuch 
anner, that 94 is ſcarcely any knowing t them again, 
ime ſhews Reſpect to pet, Bee wh our Friendſhip, and 


at it will 1255. 'S rape, ut 0 hither 5 get? 
3 a; ſtra 855 ſon is this ! 58 85 525 5 to 

tell you 5 . me in ſo dur 
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together; and ooh 185 = int a li around About Piece of Work 
I have made 0 11 . Matter | between Friends 

one f allowed to e the Pen en gallop A. little at, 
ſure mine has generally the Reins on its 
all ſay no ming Reg th th 10 am, as ever, 
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of Argument I am unqualiſied for; all that I wiſh is to 
make myſelf underſtood. It has ever been a Maxim of 
mine, not to truſt too much to our ſpontaneous F 8 
I believe neither Virtue nor Vice are radical in the hu- 


man Heart, but that the Seeds of both are placed in us; 


and that it depends upon ourſelves which to cultivate, 
and which to extitpate. I cannot think our moral Vir- 
tues are derived from Nature, becauſe nothing can be 
brought by Cuſtom to that which is contrary to its Na- 
ture; neither do I think, that our Vices are natural, be- 
cauſe then we ſhould never be virtuous, and it would not 
be agreeable to the Juſtice of God to puniſh People for 
thoſe Defects which were produced by Nature without 
any Fault of their own. God laid no Foundation of 

ickedneſs in his Creatures; this is an unnatural Su- 


perſtructure of our own, without any Ground of Sup- 
port. But I muſt leave the Province of enlarging on 


this Topic to your Ladyſhip, whoſe Qualifications for 
it are ſo much { rior, 1 am, dear Mm, „ AE 


| Your very obliged Friend. 
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On the Nature of Faſhions and Propriety in Dreſs, From 
1 8 | ee os 88 
ee Fae ee 
Comply with your Deſire to give you my Opinion 

1 on Dreſs; and ſhall premiſe, 2 our innate Conſci- 
ouſneſs precludes the Neceflity of inculcating trifling 
Attentions. An elegant Mind is a ſufficient Monitor, 
and will always exclude: what is offenſive to Delicacy. 
To ſome Perſons 1 am ſenſible Dreſs may appear trifling, 
but in my Opinion it is of infinite Conſequence ; what 
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Addifon faid of Dancing may be juſtly a ied here, 
That no Perſon can dreſs well, that is 3 with a 


thorough od runny” 
a0 are 3 ph 
ualihcations for this Purpoſe ; Propriety, good Senſe, 
and Modeſty. The firſt 5 diſtinguiſhable in —_— 
e — 1 Sp re 


who has not a good Underſtanding.” 
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Preſs to the Station and Time of Life; the ſecond, in 
the ceconomical Arrangement of it; and the laſty in its 
Adjuſtments. In this Age Dreſs is a Science; but it 
may very eaſily be attended to, and the Woman who 
does not avail herſelf of it is to blame. "The moſt ex- 
quiſite Delicacy ſhould unite with the utmoſt Sim licity ; 
nor can the firſt exiſt without the laſt. Excellence in 
every Thing, in Dreſs, in Poetry, in Painting, and all 


the fine Arts, depends on Simplicity; but Simplicity 


alone does not give it, for Choice is required, and Na- 
ture admits ſuch infinite Variety as affords ſufficient 


Exerciſe for Taſte. Plain Dreſs for a plain Man or 
Woman, at leaſt implies Modeſty; but Women have 


greater Opportunities than Men to expoſe themſelves, 


as their Dreſs conſiſts of many more Articles, and there- 

fore a ſtricter Attention is requiſite, becauſe Dreſs has 

ever been eſtcemed to convey a ſtriking Emblem of the 

Mind; 5 e 
For the Apparel oft proclaims the Man. 2 


But we muſt not deviate very much from the Faſhions. 
If a Fool's Cap were faſhionable, ſhe would be a Fool 
who did not wear it; and thoſe who will not conform 
to the Cuſtom of the Country where they reſide in their 
. Dreſs, the Mob ſurvey as if they meant to triumph over 
them. Indecency does not conſiſt ſo much in the Cloaths, 
as in the Singularity, Iam, Los. ER. 
in; DA ae My dear Friend, 
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Letters wrote moſtly on great and ſolemn Oe 
, or on the moſt and e 
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F 
t Perth of. 0 Deir, am a_ Clergyman in the 
. 4 ta. Ar ian TR; | 5 


T ſox & Clock ab Aenne k wits _ 
| nö to pray by oy Friend, but. (at my on Re- 
9 to pay "he laſt Tribute to {expiring Friendſhip. 

rders to give about either his Plumes or his 
— If I have lived well, ſaid he, my. Deeds 
will be 2 on the Minds of Men, and I ſhall have 
the Bleſſings of the deſerving. Let-the Poor be _ 
ſupplied on the Occaſion with all Neceflaries ; and if 


they loved me; they will not wiſh for Supe rfluities. 1 
have ever been their Protector, and they w would not, I. 


am ure, convert my Funeral into an Hour of Feſtivity, 
J feel an Awe, but no Grief, at my Diſſolution. It has 
been ſaid that ſome Philoſophers have been above Ter- 
rors; F am much rather di fed to fear they were below - 
Humanity. To' ſhudder is the Part of the guilty ; to 


ſtand undiſmayed is the Language of the Stoic ;. but it 


is the Duty « a Man to be humble. Before the Morti- 
hcatior commenced I had need of all my Refolution ; but 
I hope in thoſe Moments I oonfeſſed Virtue on the Rack, 
and es Torture bag to refine: my Ore 2 be 


ſont i: 


: 
- 


b sg "<a, 


Droſs. There is "is I am now Satin of i it, a 7 
poiſe to all human "Miſery, ſome hidden Reſource which 
the Mind can Lare ly at at its BS Exi 7 4 ; I feel 
it no 0 it Ml! that 
"Ti A alth, Fortune, or Nowe col d 2 


i ag ourne apace to that undiſcovered 
—_—_ jour neying ap EY Vere 


That Bourn, Fhomk whigh 10 Tfavdler returns, 


4 | 
ater dopant app pay 
ſave. erer = rincipally 


to ine, my Ueareſt Reync 
_ eſteemed you; and then — a Ring whicl 
at Hand for the Purpoſe, he gave it to me with theſe 
affectionate - Words, -< this as the 

i ; Token of my Teſtimony and Frien ip,” and ea- 
* graſpi ing m hid © Liwiſhed for more, 
was ſilent, and looking fervently to Heaven, 

Bs hohed; and oxfiired; \ This Scene at red al fry 
Feelings, and for ſome Minutes [experienced an awful 


inexpreſſible e for Tears and Grief had TH 


.vyerwhelmed. me. 7 IL haue = NES 

Tranquillity, as Fame become me 2 

to Diſtreſs, he 12 05 a My, eee 

me to make LUſe of bin To Ar en 1 — 

Hadi 1 cial-of-that;Forti 215 hope 15 not 

— och e e have loſt you can eaſily re- 
ah His C xr in well Know, and par- 

du; but! os 7 ſerve. that, e 

pad of or ar 

when 2 


571 gur was . never, i 


vi Of 885 7 . 
— hl —— too . kan 
- which. ever laid i om pen de eligns of of the artful 
and diſingenuous. Thus, from the Superiority of his 


Underſtanding, he derived a Weakneſs in his world 1 
Conduct, He was warm in his. n ah left. 


he ſhould: be behind 3 in 1 e paid over 
ruths of gn, profeſſed; 


Prict ce for the Bleſſing of N ation e was. {killed 
No he deere T. 


And} it was no inferior Branch * his ee © ee be 


Was near 
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ever willing to remain ignorant of thoſe deeper 
— ns its divine Author thought ſit to conceal 
From him. He. was to me à Patron, a l and 
a e 2 Friend” 2 Iwill here x cloſe W 
u en ou to withdram irequentlꝝ from th 
ary Scefies: of 1. 5 late he CL | 
Man, which may add Fervour to Virtue, Zeal to Re- 


lion, Ip ce —— Nee bore. 
1 A 2 n au wap aint Fur, 1 
S. K. 
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41 affelimate Letter on the nth of a Friend. x, 


Dear Madam, 8 150 
Know too w 1 th the melanchdly = 
preſs 


1 's begi 1 655 a new 


me to ſend, you my beſt ſhes, not m Lenz ns, | 


on that Occaſion. I am Juſt returned from Chi 
where, with the. moſt ardent Sincerity, I petitioned: that 
your valuable Life might be N beyond the com- 
mon Date of Humanity. t is my hearty Prayer t 
your: Senſibility may never more be wounded by ch 
ols of a Friend, but that di may enjoy 1 
He. e 7 ne Fa —— 


Mad Saks e 
5 aa: Yours, ke. 
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little can be ſaid to the Purpoſe. As tothe reſt; when 

Enjoy Health I am th but there are not — 
Species of Happineſs which I ran enjoy. People in ad- 
vanced Life, as their Connexions « e, grow indif- 
ferent, ànd find their Attachment to the World daily 
decreaſe z the few Pleaſures can reliſh may gene- 
' rally be ſafely afforded them. You Correfpotdence is 
numbered among the few that I regard: You will con- 
-  tinue it to me, and accept the ſincere Acknowledgments 


of, Sir, 8 Fey 
. Your very humble Servant. 
„„ 8 | | ed 


of 
Srniiy fer Arte e * 
- — 4 a * ” 


LETTER I. 


An Epiſtle of Condolence to a Gentleman on the Loſs of his 

I Never opened any Letter with Reluctance which you 

1 ſent till your laſt. The Sight of its black Seal com- 

municated a ſocial Mourning to my H and Tlament 
And feel your Loſs with Senſibility too ſtrong for my 

Expreſſion. Indeed I conſider myſelf as unfortunate that 

I ſhould never ſo. much as know you had the Happineſs 

of ſuch a dest, Gt. amiable Friend, till the very Mo- 

ment in w nch you inform me ſhe has forſaken you. 

arry I am that I now know it; but at the fame I ime- 


rern on 0 ©S= Do 5 kw fu wy oe mee os 


I know both your Heart and Underſtanding too rightly, — 

to attempt 7 . Comfort to the qne, or v ſuſ- 5 
pect the other of too long or too impatient a perſiſting, 

to forget that Reſignation is a Duty. You may remem- 0 


ber that I have undergone before you this hard Trial; 
for you were the laſt undomeſtic Friend that my poor 
Wife converſed with. And as I have experienced your 
Diſtreſs, I may aſſume ſome Right to your Belief when 

I acquaint you with its Conſequence. You will con- 
tinue for ſome Time to mourn with inconſolable and 
pungent Sorrow; every Place and every Piece of Fur, 
niture which you can look upon, muſt needs recal ſome. 
render Image that will ſummen Tears into your Eyes, 
and Pain into your Memory. You muſt not to 
ſe à Friend whom that lamented: one, no gone, 92 
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ever ſeen with you, but it will revive a thoufand name- 
leſs little pauſing Places for Reflection, to ſtop ſori 
upon. every Thing you hear 
meditate, will eroud a freſh Variety of Goadings 
Rec ion, to encreaſe and ſharpen 

But your Sorrow will admit a 


of my own Mind's true 


had fuffered ſuch a Loſs, as from my very Soul I now | 
fall and 


condole with you upon your preſent 
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On the Death of an only Son. From a Lady to her 
Dear Madam, EG 15 4 Al 1 | 
18 ſenſible that nothing can be offered for 

Conſolation which you are not already Miſtr 


* 
— 


of, 


and that if you cannot find ſufficient within yourſelf to 


make you N this ſevere Stroke with Patience, no 
Perſon is capable of preſcribing to you. But it is not in 


my Power to know you grieve without grieving with 
ou, and it is as impoſſible for me to refrain teſtifying 
w deeply I am affected with your Loſs, The Death 


1 
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of your Son is indeed a Misfortune to the Public; his 
early Virtues gave the faireſt Proſpect of his becoming 
an uſeful Ornament to the World. This very Reflec- 
Ton muſt no doubt aggravate your Affliction. All the 
charming Ideas you had formed to be in an Inſtant 
daſhed 3 his Eyes, ſo lately * with all the Fire 
of Wit and Spirit, to ſee them now cloſed for ever; this 
is Shook which nothing could alleviate but the Aſſu- 
rance that you will heteafter ſee your Expectations of 
this World more oe accompliſhed in a ſuperior Orb. 
There neither Diſeaſe nor Death can rob him of his 
Glory. 'But this Aſſurance you do no wane; thou 
you know at the ſame Time that Nature in theſe 


is at Enmity with Reaſon, and will prevail in Defiance 


of all Arguments. Vet there are two Conſiderations, 
which, to a Perſon of your Diſpoſition, my dear Ma- 
dam, may have more Weight than any which concern 
yourſelf only. While you afflict yourſelf, you afflict all 
| thoſe. whom you would wiſh to render happy. Beſides, 
your Caſe is not ſi z there: are Mothers who not 
only labour under the ſame Calamity with you, but 
perhaps many others, from which you are totally ex- 
empt. If you are ſo little able to ſupport your Sorrows, 
how mult they ſink and be overwhelmed with that Load 
of Griefs which is laid upon them. But I will force my- 
ſelf to believe that a LAs who in every Action of her 
Life has hitherto ap to live more for the Happi- 
neſs of others than herſelf, will in this Exigence, try! 


ads it is, give a Proof of her Fortitude ; and that this wi 
de no Jeſs exemplary than the many other beneficial 


Virtues which have rendered her fo juſtly dear to all 
that know her, and in particular to, drab Madam, 
Your ſincere Fr ien. 

B. Chas! Ks „ MARIA. 
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S ee eee 
The Vanity, of err ents, with ib eftions on 
our Duty z our ings 22 Lan af Wer 7 Seto 
Dear Maam, tif van t 
N few. Days vs at 72 1 hab it the Heres of 


PHE 1 haye. reſigned ny, Preten- 
for 7 of enjoyin 25 a wri 
DE: ered its 122 e 8 Narbe hl oem 
mini 2 80 's Angui 
2 ather e . "ih Ai 1Cian Jo Fe 
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Di 
= .conhrmed, the | 5 15 
|; to 7 8. 5 8 28 xlt ; ON. 9 | 
00 L not, 1 Fours, ee The 5 of © Body 
were Fs felt, beit ary ſwallowe in the 
more dr 295 gonies of 5 My Remi 3 In 
reflecting. on the Fate mach, No” ſeemed juſt fal 
upon me, and all my youthful. V anities, cams freſh j ns : 


my, Mind; they were n 


many Scorpions 
ſtung me to 937 very Bo 


ments which 1 25 , now, reproached 
me; wi NL d. W dong: Rus ſinni 
Rh m Hi own Reaſon 4 Ing, po theſe. terrible 
at once I fell ; into a Wee though oats 
Friends ſay it was a Convulſion. is was th of | 
Effort of my „ in which. Nature ſtru = bad 


and overcame her Enemy; perhaps I ſhould have ſaid, 
the Great Author of Nature was pleaſed to liſten to my 

and ſnatch me frem the Graſp of Death, 
and I came to m ved When eye e beheved me gone 
for ever. But th, in hold Ming r e Mirror of Futu- 
uy N me, at the ſame Time gave me a Retroſpect 


of what I was going to leave behind me; and taught me 
that this Wor 


{tript of the falſ + Calpury, which our. Imaginatio 
upon it. rien ip is b eſt ſt. adapted to pag ow Hap 
pineſs below, ſpecially with ſuch. as can d ery, 
true bla of L From, 1s Ae Tine 80 RY Inch 
as can difgo 2 all their Ti overi 
Wortuclths * of cr at&t Part of ſublunary Phy- 


ments; 


"It Brakes, ind Abauſe. 


d was little worthy of Attention, when 
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ments; with ſuch who are i of Flattery them. 
felves, and know how to- deſpiſe it in — 4 — being 
truly ſenſible that they have a glorio us H 
Ry” ſtrall one. Day be called, "with U Une nconcern 
—_— Events may ap. ee to them at * Inn where 
at preſent 


my ſojourn. g my Company to 
this Claſs, I 4 to keep ** very nay Sk Tam raul of 


one Noe Plena at leaff in the . ia. This 
Change, : Hough: ye pgs 1 percha S attribute it more to 
Vapours occationed by my late Indifpoſition, than. to a 
confirmed Senſe - my Duty, you will be convinced. of 
from Time and Perſeverance. MI Converſion is at 
e 17 7 hope will continue fo; I rely on 
eaven to make it permanent, 
ſiſtance of, thoſe Friends who wiſh me well. Haſten, I 
beſeech:you, to ſtrengthen theſe Reſolutions 3. for though 
I had always an extreme Love and Reverence for be 
Þoth are now 9 — increaſed, ſince the Almighty 
"of all Bleflings has been en nen y pleated to in- 
dire me with as. ee nclinations more con- 
formable to yours. I have not * ſuffered to leave 
may Chamber, and your amiab mer 5 aſſed an 
our or two with me gat Bey: =: e whole 
Lime of my Confinement. have derd enough 
of her Aunt fo in my preſent Situation, to ſhield me 
from the thouſand Temptations my launching 'out- * 
iato. the World may involve me in. I am, ny 


* 
| Your moſt * e Friend, D 
5 £0 ak * 5 BHS. wig F124. 
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"LETTER vn. 


1 „ Lal fr, Death of ber Huſhand. 


Madam, 


1 Was ſo ſtupified bye Se 8 ſe — your 92 Weight 
of Sorrow, that a have Fo no 
Power to reaſon on the tetrible N Indeed it 
would be an officious Inſult in Good Nature to allow 
itſelf che Privilege of * inſignificant Advice to ** 


and the charitable Af. 


. 
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n WW WW a7, ee 
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our Anguiſh which concerns a World ſo frail 
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an Underſtanding as your own, ſo exereiſed in deep Af. 


fiction. And yet this laſt Stroke, ſo following upon 
the Neck of others almoſt equally inſupportable, com- 
pels and calls upon the Duties both of Pity and of Friend- 
ſhip to ſay ſomething, how unfit ſoever, to aſſert the 
Part we bear in ſuch a Trial of your Excellence. But 
remember, Madam, that you ſuffer in a ſuffering World: 
though there are thoyſands who have none of your Ac- 
compliſhments, who alſo none of your great Griefs- 
to ſtruggle with. meant uncommon Minds to 
bear uncommon Diſ:enfations ; and *tis the Juſtice of 
his Hand as well as its Severity. He ſuits the Labour 
to the Strength, and lends us an Example in ſuch Re- 
ſignation and ſuch Piety as yours for the Inſtruction and 
Advantage of the weaker. Perhaps it may be ſome Re- 
lief to think, if you have loſt a Boſom riend, that he 
too has loſt his Pain, his n and his In- 
juries. He is delivered from Ingratitude and Malic 


and has exchanged Anxiety for endleſs Happineſs. If | 


'tis decreed that you and all your dear loſt Camforts are 
to meet in a ferener World, and know each other there 
conſider that you are moſt to be lamented, who are hft 
to taſte a Joy which thoſe you mourn for are now ſhar- 


ing. And if we muſt not pleaſe ourſelves with that de- 


lightful and immortal Hope, what Motive can deſerve 
and where 
our Bleſſings are ſo ſhort and periſhing. I am afraid 
that I fay too much, though I feel that I fay too little 
If my Concern were the Meaſure of my Letter, I ſhould 
ſcarce know when to end. | I would have waited on you, 
but dare not truſt my n yet I ſhall not long be 
able to ſtay from you, though I know the Weaknets of 
all Comfort in fuch Caſes as your preſent one, which is 


truly and affectionately mourned by, 


Madam, | : | 
Your.very humble Servant, 


” 
* 
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LETTER Vl. 


On the Death of Mr. Richardfon, the ukbiated Author 
$©: of” Sir Charles Grandiſon, &. To 4 Friend. | 


Dear Sir, 


N Monday laſt I ſaw an Account of the Death of 
Mr. Richardſon. - You have loſt a valuable Friend, 

and the World an ingenious Man. I know no modern 
Author that was a greater Maſter of the Paſſions than he 
Was, or had a greater Inſight into human Nature, I 
have ſomewhere read, but where I cannot tell, that Dr. 
Harvey, who diſcovered the Circulation of the Blood; 
was ſo delighted in reading of Virgil, that he would ſome- 
times fling the Book away, and ſay “ it had a Devil.” 
I confeſs in reading Clariſſa, which I take to be Mr. R's 
capital. Performance, and ſeeing her Piety, Purity, and 
Delicacy fo ill uſed by a Lovelace, I have been ſcarce 
able to pacify myſelf till I have recolleCted that this 
Scene, ſo artfully, worked; up, had no other Exiſtence 
than in Mr. Richardſon's F ancy or Imagination. I am 
obliged to him, for he hath contributed much to my 
Entertainment, and I hope I may ſay to my Improve- 
ment; for I have many Times thought I have returned 
from reading him a better Man. than I was before 1 
began. How can a Man be better employed than by 
inſtructing Mankind, and making them wiſer and better 
than they otherwiſe would be! To this good End J can- 
not but think his Writings greatly conducive, except 
ſome Scenes in Pamela and ( aria. which I confeſs] 
have ſometimes thought had better been left out. Iam, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant. 
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LETTER N. 


4 young Gentleman's Anſwer to 4 Challenge, highly 4. 
fer vine tbe 7 attentive Want + 


$ I R. i / . 
W- uo enterin ingi into any Obſervation on our. 


nice Manner of calculating Time, I miſt, inform 
you that I am juſt returned 4 eeing the Family of the 
you treated in 1 Manner. She re- 
lady it ons, to dance with you. In the Hearing of 
_ People you then threatened to be revenged on her, ä 
and this Revenge was to alarm and inſult her in the 
Street on her Return Home. The riſguing 25 on 
Life, or the * away that of another Fer is 70 
Thing which I ſhall never; be ald be uni, If I 15000 d 
be guilty of an Injuſtice; I ſhould NA 1 truſt, to 
make the moſt public Satisfaction; and if I receive ity 
| know how to forgive, or, if the Public is concerne 
to have Recourſe to the Laws. At the ſame Re 
know how to defend m Life, if any one ſhould be ſ o 
raſh as to attack it, This Sir, in your 
Opinions may mark me for a Coward. but he who! 
dares withſtand the Lide of popular Prejudice, faſhion- 
able Folly, and falſe Honour, ſhews more Courage than 
the expo Ing himſelf to the Attack even of ſo renowned 
a Perſon as yourſelf, I ſhall not meet you, Sir, to- 
morrow 3 Lo according t to. your Invitation. IL would _ 


* 9 2 2. 


11 


'E 


adviſe rath go the co rig? pn to that you 
propoſe, and to. inks 1 pot 15 8 Mayor! in 
a very y the Hours Will haye 15 + a Warrant to ap 
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hend you, whe a Sec urity Will be dem deg. for your 
od ba ene TIED yy "ai be e be in Jour 
ower to find. That I may never hear from you again, 


unleſs you are become a e a better Man, is 
the lincere Wiſh Ws 


man 


E . bee humble Servant. 
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n 
On the Neceſſity of preparing for Death. T a Friend. 


1 Have received your melancholy Letter, but am tos 
well acquainted with the Vapours to be frighted at it, 
Their uſual Effect is to make one fancy Death juſt at 
Hand; but that Effect is corrected = 4-05 keeping it a 
long Time in View. This is what Mr. Abrahams has 
often told me. I ſhould, however, be- ſcrupulous about 
endeavouring to drive fuch Thoughts entirely out of 
your Head; for it is geod to prepare for Death, eſheci- 
ally when we have long Accounts to make up. *Tis 
with this we ought to be occupied, and not about what 


will happen after we are dead. I will ſend you our Ge- 


nealogy as ſoon as I get it in. Order and I ſhould be 
| 5 to-know who Mr.. Jenkins was, for that is the 

rkeſt Thing I find in it. Let me deſire you to divert 
yourſelf, never to be alone, to. eat ſparingly and often, 
to take the Air on Horſeback, and not dreaming in 3 
Chair, as T fancy Ljuſt now behold. you. Adieu. You 

tell me nothing about your Wife; but you will never 

be happy nor well with God, if you do not live well 
with one another. i hs 
P42 v & aa: n * 2 12 3 OUrs.. 
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ee, ee e een 
n the Loſs of a Friend. To a Gentleman. 


| TO one can be more affected with your Grief than 

L Lam, nor is there any Thin ich I would not 
do to alleviate it. I am very ſenſible that your reſigned 
Temper is the: moſt ſolid of all Remedies ; but though 
this ſerves to keep one from murmuring and complain- 
ing, it does not prevent the Impreſſions of Sorrow, nor 
| kinder the Heart from pining under a Loſs ſo great as 
that which you have lately met with. Treat yourſelf 
then as you would certainly treat another Perſon under 
the ſame Circumſtances ; you would preſcribe Diver- 
ſion and Amuſement, which, as your Friend, I take the 


Liberty to remind you of. Would. to God I could fup 
e 5 Dy 
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y the Place of the Perſon Heaven has deprived you of. 
Uderday I faw our Friend Atkinſon; J cannot be eaſy 
while I ſce-his Merit ſo ill rewarded. 
. 13 8 X Yours Ever. 


” 
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LETTER MI. 
Refleftions on Mortality, occaſioned by the Death of a 
| Friend. 


SIR, | | | 
OUR Reflection on Mr. Wells's Death remind- 
ing me very forcibly of the Brevity and Uncer- 
tainty of human Life, brought on that penſive Frame of 


— * 


Mind which I am but too apt to indulge; in which 


every Amuſement and Purſuit of this tranſitory State ap- 
pears beneath the Regard of a rational Being. I ay 700 
apt to indulge, becauſe a conſtant Remembrance of theſe 

hings might unfit us for the common Offices of Life, 


and detach us wholly from Society. Who that conſiders 


the Unſteadineſs of the Soul and the Frailty of the 
Body, with their Relation to each other, can avoid. Se- 
rioulnaſs ? who that. conſiders the Fears and Doubts of 
the former while the latter is afflicted by Pain or Sick- 
neſs, or that while the Body appears ſound and healthy, 
the Soul may make an 3 Exit, can avoid the 
Impreſſion of Melancholy? who that reflects upon “ the 
limited Spade of our Exiſtence in Compariſon with 
Eternity, but muſt behold with Contempt the Buſtle that 
is made about paſſing this ſhort Period, and the various 
Aims and Ambitions which are crouded into it?” In 


the Eye of him who gave us 2 the 2 Extent 
uration ſcarce per- 


of it is no more than a Moment of 
ceptible; which Reflection alone is ſufficient to deſtroy 
our Attachment to the World, to render its Grandeurs 
contemptible. But it is well for Mankind that they. do 
not long retain theſe Ideas; that their Paſſions flow in 
and deſtroy their Philoſophy. | Whither am I going? J 
muſt put an End to this Letter and to theſe haſty Ob- 


ſervations, and can ny at preſent return my Ac- + 
1 


knowledgments for your literary Remarks. lam, 
| Sir, Yours, &e. 


| 
| 
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From a young Clergyman to his generous Friend, who hai 
Pirocured him a Living. | 
| LI. me ſeize a few Minutes before ] ſet out for 
Melton, to offer the ſincereſt Thanks which grate. 
ful Affection can dictate to that Friend who has, in a 
Manner fo peculiar to himſelf, ſought my Advantage, 
and exerted his + oo and Intereſt for my Sake, at 2 
Time when Diſtreſs ſat heavy at his own Heart. 
Surprize was almoſt equal to my Satisfaction Suan 
found that 1 was preſented to the Living of Melton, 
But I was ſoon informed to whom I was indebted for a 
Recommendation ſo warm and flattering, though 1 fear 
heightened by the partial Tongue of Friendſhip. You 
are not, I underſtand, exactly acquainted with . Value 
of the Living which has fallen to me in Conſequence of 
Mr. Abraham's Promiſe to you. I hear that the nett 
Income is an hundred and fifty Pounds a Year, with a 
very convenient and complete Houſe, lately built, ſitu- 
ated in a very pleaſant Garden 3 that the ſurrounding 
Country is delightful, the Neighbourhood good, an 
agreeable Village, and the Church at a very deſirable 
Jiſtance. But I will give you a more particular Account 
when I have ſeen the Place, to which I am haſtening, 


being $1 ; 3 
Mͤłoyſt affectionately yours, 
© +7, i, Tmomas Jacoss. 


ſ 


= 
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| From Mr. Needler to Mr. Duncombe, on the Imper- 
Fedtion our preſent Condition. 

Dear Sir, (£3 4 58 Bets ag | 
] | AVIN received your obliging Letter, I went 
a on Tueſday according to Appointment, to viſit 
Mr. Hughes ; but to my Surprize was informed that he 
was very ill, and had juſt fallen aſlcep, * it 


4 
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ſeems, relapſed into his Fever. I returned Home me- 
lancholy, and diſappointed, reflecting upon the Imper- 
fection and Uncertainty of all earthly Happineſs. How 
many Advantages, ſaid Ito myſelf, muſt concur in a ſingle 
Perſon to render him completely happy? Nature, V irtue, 
and Fortune, muſt each contribute their Share; and if any 


one of theſe fails to bring in its Quota, er is 


lame and imperfect. And how rarely do we find them 
conſpiring to favour the ſame Perſon? Suppoſe him 
endued by Nature with a clear Underſtanding; by the 
Principles of Virtue with Piety, Juſtice, and the moſt 
improved Humanity; poſſeſſed of the Eſteem and Love 
of all that know him; if a Fever revels in his Veins 
and exhales his Spirits, how little 'Tafte and Enjoyment 
can he have of all the reſt? The Stoics indeed thought 
Virtue alone - ſufficient to Happineſs,” and thence con- 
eluded that ſince it is in every Man's Power to be vir- 
tuous it is alfo in every Man's Power to be happy ; but 
alas! eyery Day's Experience too clearly proves the 
Vanity of this Notion. Human Life is liable to many 
Miſeries, which all our Virtue and Prudence can neither 
prevent nor remedy. They may indeed in ſome Mea- 
ſure contribute to ſupport and buoy us up under theſe 
fatal Calamities; but to remove them entirely is beyond 


their Power. I am, Sir, your much obliged 


And moſt affectionate humble Servant, 
; H. NEEDLER. 


LETTER XV. 


Nineteen. 
Dir, 


ſton you expreſs for me under my heavy Affliction. 
The Meditations you have favoured me with afford the 
ſtrongeſt Motives for Conſolation that can be offered to 
a Perlon under my unhappy. Circumſtances. The dear 


lamented Son I have loit was the Pride and Joy of my 
os | Heart; 


From 4 Ladh who'had loft her Son, a. promiſing Youth of 


AM very ſenſibly obliged by the very kind Compal. 


: 
' 
| 
E 
| 
| 


8 
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Heart; but I hope I may be the more eaſily excuſed for 
Having looked on him in this Light, ſince he was not ſo 
from the outward Advantages he poſſeſſed, but from the 

' Virtues and Rectitude of his Mind. The Profpeds 
Which flattered me in Regard to him, were not drawn 
from. his. diſtinguiſhed Rank or from the Beauty of his 
Perſon ; but from the Hopes that his Example would 
have been ſerviceable to the Cauſe of Virtue, and ſhewn 

the younger Part of the World that it was poſſible to be 
Chearful without being fooliſh or vicious, and to be reli. 
gious without Severity or Melancholy. His whole Life 
was one uninterrupted Courſe of Duty and Obedience 

to his Parents, and when he found the Hand of Death 
upon him, his only Regret was to think of the Agonies 
which muſt rend their Hearts; for he was perfectly con- 
tented to leave the World, as his Conſcience did not re- 
proach him with any preſumptuous Sins, and he hoped 
his Errors would be forgiven, Thus he reſigned his in- 
nocent Soul into the Hands of his merciful Creator, on 
the Evening of the Birth-Day which completed him 
nineteen, You will not be ſurpriſed, Sir, that the 
Death of ſuch a Son ſhould occaſion the deepeſt Sorrow; 
yet at the fame Time leaves us the moſt comfortable 
Aſſurance that he is far happier than our fondeſt Wiſhes 
could have made him. This muſt enable us to ſupport 
the Remainder of Years, which it ſhall pleaſe God to 
allot for us here, without Murmuring or Diſcontent; 
and quicken our Endeavours to prepare ourſelves to 
follow him to that happy Place whither our dear valua- 
dle Child is gone before us. I beg the Continuance of 


| 
| 


your Prayers, and am, Sir, 
. | Yours, 
RE aa a A 
1 LETTER XVI. | 
To @ Lady, ſeized with immaderute Grief on. her Huſ. 


7 | : : band's Death. 


Letter. Indeed, I fincerely ſympathize in your 
Affliction. I don't wonder that the ſudden * — a 
PT gs! | Fs e 

1 58 


2 een 


. 1 T was with extreme Concern that I read your laſt 
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perſon ſo dear to you as his Lordſhip, ſhould damp all 
your Spirits, and make the moſt ſprightly Pen that ever 
wrote deal in the moſt ſolemn and awful "Truths. Sick- 
neſs, Pain, and Death, have indeed a natural Tendency 
to check the Sallies of a gay Diſpoſition ; to call back 
the Thoughts from the pleaſurable Amuſements, the 
vain Purſuits of Life, and for a while to confine them to 
the more important Review of our own Conduct. They 
are bitter Goes, but ſuch as have the moſt healin 
Virtues ; Virtues adapted to ſtrengthen, improve, 
exalt the Mind. To be forced to take a final Leave of 
that Form we love; to bid a leng Adieu to. the Spirit 
with whom we have daily converſed with pleaſing Inter- 
courſe—is very hard, and the ſenſible Heart-ſtrings muſt 
feel the dreadful Rent, the diſtreſsful Mind is torn with 
Anguiſh. But, O my dear Madam, why do you fay 
ever? The Separation is not ſurely for ever | ſoon 
ou will ſee him in a more lovely Form ! ſoon the well- 
own Mind, cloathed in heavenly Radiance, will con- 
gratulate your Arrival on the blilsful Shore. Why do 
ou complain that “ he is now a ſenſeleſs Lump of 
U ? Miſtake not the Object of your Affection; he is 
all Life and active Spirit. Thoſe ſhining Virtues tha 
while you enumerate them, ſeem to add to your Grief, 
and which, you tell me, will ever renew your Sorrow, 


ought to be the pleaſing Source of Joy. Though you 


lament his Loſs, lament not his Exaltation, nor derive 
your Tears from the very Subject of his Felicity. He 


is in the Land of Virtue; its native Clime. How often 


do you Tepeat the Words poor dear Man, and dwell on 
Sounds expreſſive only of Pity ! Pity, Madam, is not for 
Angels. It is you alone who is the Sufferer. Could 
you but be ſenſible of his 1 Extaſy and tranf-. 
porting 5 1 would dry up your Tears. Would you 


wiſh him back? would you have him, to pleaſe you, 


leave the Seats of Bliſs, and exchange the Regions of 
unfading Felicity for a World of _ at beſt but a tran- 
hent Happineſs intermingled with Pain and Trouble? 


o; this you cannot wiſh. © But he was happy too 
ſoon” too ſoon, would you ſay, his Pain and Sorrow 
and dangerous State of Trial were at an End? Would 
you have prolonged his * You certainly miſtake 


your 
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your Motive, for this cannot be Love. Recollect your. 
lelf then, my dear Friend, and endeavour to loſe the 

Senſe of your own private apparent Loſs in the delightful 
_ Contemplation of his tranſcendent Goodneſs. Repoſe 
; on the ſovereign Will of the Almighty, whoſe 
| terminations are always ſafeſt, wiſeſt, Delt Let 

every dewy Lear be wiped away by the Happineſs of 
him you loved. Love him ſtill, but be difintereſted in 
your Affection; imitate him and rejoice in his Virtues, 
and while you dwell with Pleaſure on his F elicity, anti- 
Cipate your own. I will add no more, but believe me 


to be, with the moſt tender Sympathy and Commiſera- 
tion, | 
| Your very affectionate Friend, 
_ TromasIn CHAMBERs, 


- 
— 0 


| LET TER XVII. 

o a Lady, on the Comforts and Advantages of Religion, 

Hm ſame Precaution is neceſſary, as for me, ſince 
what I now write is only for your own Eye. The 

painful Conviction I have acquired of the unhappy Situ- 

ation of my Huſband was completed before your Letter 


-arrived to ſtrengthen ri nec appr ; I will confeſs that 
I did not eſcape that Chagrin and Dejection of which 


= you expreſs your Apprehenſions. Miſs Elliot's Lover, 


I told you in a former Letter, I deſigned to be inti- 
| pag * 7 acquainted with, and ſoon found a very natural 
Occaſion in a Walk where we met her; he aſſured me 
that his Eſteem for me would have induced him to be the 
firſt in the Offer of Friendſhip, could he have preſumed 
to take the Liberty. But I ſoon acquainted him with my 
Motives, and was liberal in her Praiſes, in Encomiums 
on her Gracefulnefs and modeſt Deportment. I added, 
that I could not give Ear, without the utmoſt Indigna- 
tion, to thoſe who would perſuade me ſhe was in keep- 
ing; fora Life of Guilt could not wear ſo eaſy and c 


an 


= ee eee © emmy eee oe Ao Fa cD 


ul 


and that a Woman of 
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an Aſpect. I told him that I would my Frankneſs 

very far, by declaring that my Concern for this unfortu- 
nate Girl had firſt made me ſtudious of cultivating an 
Acquaintance which I hoped might prove of Service to 
her. I expoſtulated with him on reducing a Woman 
which might have been an Ornament and a Pleaſure to 
Society, to Shame and Solitude ? He replied, that he 
would be equally frank with me; obſerving, that in vul- 
gar Eyes his Connection with Miſs Elliot has ſomething 


reprehenſible in it, but that a Perſon, like me, who 


ſhould be above Prejudice, would be of a different Opi- | 
nion. He aſſerted chat this only was wounded by ſuch 

a Conduct; that he reſpected Miſs Elliot as much as if 
ſhe were his Wife; and that many Huſbands would 
think themſelves very unfortunate to be as faithful to 
their Wives as he was to her, without any Conſtraint, 


and purely from the Inclination of their own Hearts. 


He owned that this wretched Pre udice had baniſhed 
her from the Society of Women, but that ſhe loſt no- 
thing by it except noury Impertinence and ſure Diſguſt 

er Dis oſition was happy to be 
free from the Mortification. he little Circle of Friends 
which ſhe has around her amply indemnifies her for loſing 
the Converſation of the jealous, the impertinent, and the 
vain; and if there were many like you, Madam, ſhe 
would ſuffer infinitely by being deprived of their Society. 
Till ſhe had the Honour of knowing you from my De- 


cn, the was never ſenſible of the Inconvenience, 


But his Compliment was little attended to, and I aſked 


if he eſteemed as nothing the Crimes into which he had 


urged her; whether he had thought of the Conſequences 
in a future State; or if he could think without Horror of 
being her Aſſociate in eternal Miſery ? Though he forced 
a Smile, he acknowledged that, on fo ſerious a Subject, 
he could not diſſemble his Sentiments ;—but what was 
my Surprize on hearing him expreſs, Y ou have too good 
an Underſtanding, Madam, to believe. what you fay to 
me on that Subject, and I ſhould never forgive the Mar- 
quis if he has not yet cured you of the Errors of Child- 


hood. The Horror of his Diſcourſe made my Hair 


ſtand up on my Head, though I had Power to conceal 
the Agitations of my I aſked him with an * 
4 5 | of 
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of Calmneſs if he thought the Marquis fo firmly eſtabliſh. 
ed in his Principles, as to be incapable of changing 
them? The Change, he obſerved, would ſurprize Nine 
and he ſpoke it with an Air of Affurance, which, with- 
out the greateſt - Violence to myſelf, would have made 
me really angry 3 the Marquis is not yet come to thoſe 
Tears of Childhood into which Men ſometimes relapſe, 


and till then I fee no Reaſon to fear any Change which 


would diſgrace his Reaſon. One would have thought, 
ſuch was his Air of Aſſurance, that his Irreligion was 
founded on inconteſtible Proofs. I had Reaſon to fear 
that it was ſo; but a Thought occurred which embold- 
ened me, that Chriſtianity is not merely for the learned, 


but for all Mankind without Exception. If the fimple 
and ignorant are bound to believe, their Faith, I thought, 


muſt be obvious. This encouraged me to ſound the 
Depth of his Reaſons. But his Objections were frivo- 
lous and eaſy to be refuted. Common Senſe was fully 
ſufficient to annihilate thoſe Arguments which he thought 
victorious and unanſwerable. Though I found he was 
ſtaggered, I could not determine in what Reſpect m 
Arguments had made an Impreſſion on him, and he left 
me without any Intimation of an Inclination to change his 
Principles. One Thing, which was very ſimple, I had 
much inſiſted on. Suppoſing, ſaid I, that an Infidel 
has as much Reaſon to doubt as a Chriſtian to believe; 
yet upon the Principles of common Senſe I ſhould chuſe 
to be a Chriſtian. + Such a Conduct would expoſe me to 
no Riſque. Religion, if it had- no Foundation, ou 
at leaſt be a comfortable Error, which would ſupport nie 
under Circumſtances of Diſtreſs, and deprive D of 
its Horrors by the Hopes of an happier Exiſtence, But 
an impious Man, if miſtaken, runs an alarming Riſque, 
and muſt be dreadfully deceived. I have to hope the 
happy Change occaſioned by this Diſcourſe preſages that 


of my Huſband, The Earl came to me the followin g 
Mornirg, and confeſſed his Inability to fleep ; though 


I ſhould have told you that the Marquis was in London 


for ſix Days. My Proſelyte agreed with me on the Ne- 


ceſſity of his concealing our Converſation and its Effects; 


and the remaining Doubts he had upon his Mind were 


removed by the pious and learned Dr. James, to whom I 
1 recom- 


AT ny" 


the firſt Foundations of a Converſion I ſo much deſire. 


From Archbiſhop Herring to Mr. Duncombe, in his laſt 


& YL SY - ASS. -.Þ 7 7.2000 WS. OS % dT 


— 


The Complete Lerrer-WRITER. 245 


recommended him. But he has undertaken to change 
my Huſband's Principles, and wiſhes me to appear ig- 
norant of his having ever obtained any other. If he ſhould 
voluntarily ſhut his Eyes againſt the Light, I ſhould never 
be able to ſurvive his Obſtinacy. But he is arrived, and 
enquires if I have written to you ; I have excuſed my- 
ſelf with obſerving that I wouls do it to-morrow Morn- 
ing. The Earl will take an early Opportunity of laying 


I know not how I ſhall acquit myſelf of the Letter ! 
am to write in their Abſence; but you may expect a 
Tincture of that Anxiety under which I now labour. 

| Adieu, my dear Madam, 


Yours. : 


LETTER XVII 


* 
* 


f Illneſs. 
Dear Sir, : Mn Ne ; 
Y5 U may be ſure if I had been in any good Con- 
dition of Health and Spirits, you would not have 
been ſo long without Thanks for your laſt kind Letter. 
I continue extremely out of Order, I think in a confirmed 
Dropſy ; and though I am ſure Dr. Wilmot has done all 
that Art and. Friendſhip can do for me, I rather loſe _ 
Ground. T have now been near half a Year in this diſ- 
mal Way, worſe than the acuteſt Pain, becauſe of its 
Duration; and every Thing I take feeds the Diſtemper, 
while at the ſame Time it prolongs Life. 
2 Tho' ready oft the Port t' obtain, 
I'm ſhipwreck'd into Life again. 5 
I know who ſent me hither, and how much- it is my 
Duty to attend his Summons for a Removal ; but Life is 
over with me, and fometimes, in my Airings, I repeat 
two pretty Lines of Parnell, | 


But what are Fields, or Flowers, or Air, to me? 
Ah! taſteleſs all, if not enjoy'd with thee, 


O Health! 
| I am, dear Sir, 
TE, Lour aſſured Friend, | 
Croydon Houſe, Fune 22, 1756. THo, CAN TUAR. 
; Ms * 


pa us ; — 
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LETTER MX. 


From a Lady, is ome 5 Letter ＋ 3 on the 


; % of a Friend. 
De Mats, „ Ve fit,, 


I Am greatly obliged to you for the kind Concern you | 


| expreſs for me. I am in better. Health than I could 
expect, but dare not tell you the State of mn ONT for 
our Sentiments are ſo much above the Weakneſs of 
uman Nature, that you can ſcarcely allow Affections 
the Weakneſs which will attend on thoſe whoſe Minds 
are formed for ſoft Paſſions. I look upon yours, though 


very humane, as of the maſculine 3 and when you are 


afflicted you would ſcorn the womaniſh Relief of Tears. 
You might perhaps allow lefs Minds that childiſh Folly 
in the frft Attack of Sorrow; but you would expect, 
after the firſt Tranſport of Paſſion was over, that Reaſon, 
Refolution, and Reſignation ſhould take Place. I will 
admire your Way of thinking, but muſt now, as I have 
long done, deſpair of being able to follow your Example, 
I am engaged in a vaſt deal of Buſineſs, and hope, if I 
am not fo regular a Correſpondent, Jo will forgive me. 
I flatter myſelf with the pleaſing Proſpect of returning 
to England next Summer, and then your Converſation 
will, I truſt, form my Mind to Submiffion, and teach 
me to behave as I ought in order to preſerve the 


Title of, | h 
My dear Madam, 
| "ann. 


td 


* 1 


LETTER XX. 

From a Lady in Town to her Friend in the Country, de- 
ſeribing her Huſband's dangerous Sickneſs. 

* OU will not wonder, my dear Madam, at my Si- 


I lence as to the Perſon and Character of our new 


Sovereign, when I tell You I have not been nearer to 
0 


her than ſeeing her at the Coronation; for though there 


have 
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have been Maſquerades and Balls at Court, and a regular 
Drawing- room twice a Week, I have been at none of them. 
Poor Mr. T. has been very ill, and ſtill continues ſo: My 
Mind ſuffers the maſt cruel Torture for him, and my 
Fears find much Danger in his Illneſs. If I had a little 
of your Philoſophy on this Occaſion, but, alas! I have 
not one Grain, though I ſtrive hourly to arm my Mind 
to ſupport the Shock I dread with any Degree of De- 
cency. Now I doubly feel the Abſence of my Friends, 
and yours in particular, -whoſe Tenderneſs and Strength 
of Reaſon would foothe and argue me into a little Forti- 
tude, Chance has brought me acquainted with a Gen- 
tleman and his Wife, who are very kind ; they ſcarcely 
leave me, and as he is very eaſy with all that are about 
him, relieve me by their Attentions to him while I take 
the Opportunity of procuring a little Sleep. They are 
now both with him that I may go to Bed, which I have 
not done for three Nights paſt ; but I was willing, never- 
theleſs, to catch this Moment before I enjoy that Reſt, 
to aſſure you that in all V iciflitudes of Fortune or Allot- 
ments of Providence, I am, F 


My dear Madam, 
Yours affeCtionately. 


— Eg” 2 * 4 


LETTER XXI. 
To a Dung Clergyman, on the Subject of Oratory. 


SIR, | 


oy N CE you have thought proper to conſult me upon 

O the Diſcourſe which I lately heard, I muſt tell you 
in my uſual Style of Freedom, that I found many ex- 
cellent Obſervations in it, and much to be applauded. 
But the Affectation by which it was enervated had leſs 
of my Approbation than perhaps you might expect. It 
looks like a Work which has been made and painted at a 
Lady's Toilette. For the future let me adviſe that your 
Heart may ſpank when you mount the Roſtrum, and 
you will ſpeak well. Fancy ſhould be employed only to 


make a Border for the Painting, but you have made it 
the Foundation of your Diſcourſe. A good Orator 
| M4 ſhould 


»” — 
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ſhould keep a Medium between the Italian and the French, 

or in other Words, between a Giant and a Dwarf. 
If you ſuffer yourſelf to be ſpoiled by the Manners of 
the Age, you will never be able to get rid of that affec. 

ted Eloquence which tortures both Words and Thoughts, 
Toa young Man of Abilities it is of great Importance 
to receive ſuch Advice, and above all to follow it; and! 
depend upon your Modeſty to take it in good Part. 
With all poſſible Deſire of ſeeing you a perfect Orator, 


I am, | 
Sir, 
© Yours, &c. 


— 


— 


Lir TEU 1 
From a Clergyman to his Friend, on Philoſophy and 
My dear Sir, | 


ANAGE Matters ſo that your Philoſophy may 

not deprive you of a Title to Heaven, and that 

may there have the Pleafure of ſeeing you. I ſhould be 
extremely concerned and grieved to loſe Sight of you 
for an Eternity, who have ſo much contributed to my 
reſent Amufement. You are one of thoſe ſingular 
en, both in Head and Heart, whoſe Friendſhip we 
would wiſh to continue beyond the Grave, when we have 
once the Pleaſure of knowing them ; and furely no Per- 
fon can have more Reaſons than you to be perſuaded 
that the Soul is incorporeal and immortal. .Years pals 
away for the Philoſopher, as they-do for the Fool; but 
in what they are to terminate, muſt engage the Mind 
of the thinking Man. Confeſs that I know how to ac- 
commodate my Sermons, ſo as not to ſtartle your Men 
of Faſhion; and if Diſcourſes of this Nature were more 
frequently made with as much Brevity and Friendſhip, 
you would liſten, perhaps, ſometimes to the Preachers. 
ut it is not enough to hear them; whatever is faid 
ſhould find its Way to the Heart. May it produce good 
Fruit there ; and may the amiable M become as 
| pood a Chriſtian as he is a Philoſopher, and then I ſhall 
doubly his Friend and Servant, k. 5 N 


* 


—_ 
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FFV 
On the Impiety of arraigning Providence. To a young 
| Laay. | - 
My dear Matilda, 


Cannot think without ſhuddering upon that wicked 
I Family, which can preſumptuoufly arraign the Pro- 


vidence of an all-wiſe and all-ſufficient Being, for what 


their own Follies have juſtly brought on their Heads. 
Are we to think lightly of the Deity's Almighty Power 
or providential Operations, becauſe every Man. is not 
rich, or becauſe every Spot is not covered with Flowers 
Is an Artiſt to be blamed, becauſe Gold and Vermillion 
do not fill up the whole Canvas ? How unfit are we to 
ronounce our Opinions, when we ſee ſo very ſmall a 
Part of the Deſigns of Providence explained! and yet 
how commonly do we hear the Generality of the World 
aſeribing particular Incidents to God's Judgments. 
What an impious Profanation of Language! what a 
reſumptuous and daring Arrogance ! Let us wait the 
Frene of Things, the. Cauſes of which we are doubtful. 
at leaſt, if not wholly ignorant; that will teach us the 


Expediency of thoſe light Afflictions, which are but for 


a Moment, however apparently ſevere for a Seaſon, We 
muſt not judge of a rich Piece of Tapeſtry, when 
wrapt up in its Plaits and Folds ; it muſt be diſplayed 
and expanded before us, to difcern the Skill of the Con- 
trivance, the judicious Variation of the Colours, the 
Beauty of the Execution, and the Harmony of the 
whole. An irregular Diſtribution of Happineſs and Mi- 
ſery among the good and bad, we are apt to lament ; 
but ſeldom conſider what is the proper Happineſs of Man, 
or who are the good and bad, We cannot expect Effects 
different from their Cauſes; Nature muſt not be invert- 
ed, and different Cauſes muſt produce different Effects. 
The Virtues of a Saint will not preſerve us from the im- 
mediate Death of Immerſion in a boiling Furnace. The 
good and virtuous Martin ſhould not complain, if he is 
neither fo rich or robuſt as his Neighbour, the Fox-hunt- 
ing Squire; and for this obvious Reaſon, that the Means 
which produce Wiſdom and Virtue, are extremely differ- 
ent from the Means W AR Health and Riches. But 
| 5 as 


F 


* mr 
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as © Grapes ſpring not from Thorns, nor Figs fr 

Thiſtles z- fo — Ro wait with Patience God's —— 

Time, to diſcover the Myſteries of his Providence. It 
is then only that we ſhall plainly ſee the apparent Expe- 
diency of our preſent Afflictions; and the guſhin 
Tear, the heaving Sigh, will be changed into 88 of 
Joy and Hymns of Wonder. I am, . 

! | VMl,y dear Matilda's | 

. molt affectionate. 


— — ah. 


LETTER XXIV. 
On the Duty of Reſignation, To a Friend. 


E T Reſignation, my dear Garforth, to the Will 
of the Almi 5 

your Life. How dreadful is a hardened Diſpoſition, 
- which will not yield to the Diſpenſations of its Maker 
of which we have a melancholy Proof in Dorothea. Her 
Lofs indeed was ſevere in the Death of the worthy Theo- 


doſtus, to whom ina few Days ſhe was to have been unit- 


ed for Life. Every e e prepared, even the bridal 
Ornaments and the coſtly Furniture; but the cold Hand 


of Death ſuddenly ſeized him, and he was lodged in 


the . duſky Grave.” Dorothea, ſince this melancholy 
Period, though ſeveral Years are _ has excluded 
herſelf from all Society; her Tears ſtill flow, and Sor- 
row and Deſpair, notwithſtanding all Endeavours to 
conſole her, are her inſeparable Companions. In vain 
do her kind Friends ſuggeſt, that Wiſdom gives not 
Way to Miſery, but always ſeizes the Hold which Rea- 
ſon offers both for preſent Support and future Deliver- 
ance; that Grief is the moſt ſenſeleſs and inſignificant 


Paſſion in the World, which regards only the paſt that 


' Cannot be recalled, and is fo far from helping us, that it 
| Increaſes our Burden. The World can give us but little; 

and the Air we breathe in, Food, Health, and Liberty, 
conſtitute the whole of our real Wants, for which 
Thouſands are now pining. All the reſt is boundleſs 


and imaginary. If we look back our paſt Life, we ſhall 


ighty be one of the chief Duties of 


„ A „ 00 s 2 ergab erer „ern 
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find it a continued Series of Mercies, Eſcapes, and De- 
liverances, for which we cannot be ſufficieftly thankful. 
Are we to repine at our Lot, or to arraign Providence, 
becauſe we are involved in a preſent Perplexity ? Let 
us look back and conſider, whether at ſome preceding 
Time we were not in one much greater; and then let 
us alk ourſelves, how we were ſupported under ſuch a 
Calamity ? or how we extricated ourſelves from fuch an 
impending Evil? The fame Almighty Power which 


ſupported me with his tender Mercies in my former Per 


plexities, will {till continue; for his Arm is not ſhort- 
ened, nor is his Power the leſs. I am convinced that, 
in his own good Time, he wil! either remove, or teach 
me to bear the preſent Evil; and to Hi:n I look up as to 
« my Glory, my Defender, and the Lifter up of my 
Head.” By reflecting how many Evils we have already 
eſcaped, we may learn to bear the preſent Grievance 
with Patience; and to conſider that the Evil we dread 
may not come to paſs, or if it does, that it may be alle- 
viated by an hundred unforeſeen Incidents. «© We 
ſhould not take up Sorrow upon Intereſt,” leſt we ſhould 
become Bankrupts. The loweſt State on Earth may 
practiſe the heavenly Virtue of Reſignation as its ſweet- 
eſt Comfort. You may ſweeten your melancholy Hours 
with the Practice of thoſe heavenly Virtues, which I 
fear are ſeldom known in gilded Roofs and ſplendid Pa- 
laces ; the mild Virtues of Reſignation; Purity, Devo- 


- 


tion, Patience, and Humility. But it is Time to finiſh 


this Epiſtle, and to aſſure you that I am 7 
| | Moſt ſincerely yours. 


mm 


LIK{EEERE AS: 
To a Lady, on the Death of her Huſband. 


HERE was no Sorrow ſunk deeper into me a 
long Time paſt, than that I conceived upon the 


Death of my dear Friend, your-Huſband. The laſt Office 


I could do him was to put him in his Grave ; and I am 
ſorry to have met others 1 2 who had better Means 
\ | ; to 
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: to come in a Coach with ſix Horſes than I, in fo mean 
Equip e, to perform the laſt Act of Reſpect to ſo wor- 


| a 
- thy a Friend. I have fent you herewith an Elegy, 
which my melancholy Muſe hath breathed out upon 115 


Hearſe. 1 ſhall be very careful about the Tomb you _ 
m, and bee 


deſign. hi will think upon an Epitaph. _ I 

vou will preſent my Reſpects to Mrs. Ayres. So wiſhing 

you all Comfort and Contentment, I reſt 
FPleͤours moſt ready to ſerve you. 


3 » 
n. 1 «x 1 _— 


4 
1 


4 rr ANVIL 


Refleftions on a well-ſpent Life, and the Advantages of it 
| 22 at the Hau, f Bat Jo a noble Lord. 4 
n ou RAT» 3 
UR late Letter affected me with two contrary 
1 Pafhons, with Gladneſs and Sorrow. The Begin- 
ning of it dilated my Spirits with Apprehenſions of ſoy, 
that you are ſo well recovered of your late Sickneſs, 
which I heartily congratulate ; but the Concluſion of 
your Lordſhip's Letter contracted my Spirits, and 
plunged them in a deep Senſe of juſt Sorrow, while you 
Pleaſe to write me News of my dear Father's Death. 

ruly, my Lord, it is the heavieſt News that ever was 
ſent me; though when J recolle& myſelf, and conſider the 


Fairneſs and Maturity of his Age, and that it was rather 


a gentle Diſſolution than a Death, and when I contem- 
plate the infinite Advantage he hath got by this Change, 
it much lightens the Weight of my Grief. If ever 
human Soul entered Heaven, ſurely he is there; ſuch 
was his conſtant Piety to God, his fingular Indulgence 
to his Children, his ( 
Candour in reconciling Differences ; ſuch was his ge- 
nerous Diſpoſition and his unwearied Courſe in Actions 
of Virtue, that the greateſt Felicity I can wiſh- my 
Soul, when it ſhakes off theſe Rags of Fleſh, is to aſcend 
to his and to partake of the ſame Bliſs. Your Lordſhip 
will excuſe my taking this abrupt Leave; as ſoon as my 
Sorrow is a little digeſted, I ſhall more fully teſtify how 
8 much I am ; 5 | | | 
| Your Lordſhip's very humble Servant. 


harity to his Neighbours, and his 
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LETTER XXV n. 


From a Clergyman to his Friend, during his laſt Sickneſs. | 


Am truly very ill, but what comforts me is, that it 
is not of my own ſeeking. It has always been my 


T 


Opinion that every Man ſhould be careful of his Health; 


for by deſtroying the Springs of Life, we put it out of our 
Power to diſcharge our Duties. But Sickneſs, whea it 
is not an Effect produced by ſome Exceſs, but is ſent 
directly from God, is the moſt proper Penitence to ex- 
piate our Sins and Errors. It ſcatters a wholeſome Bit- 
terneſs over the Pleaſures of this Life; it ſhades the Ob- 
jets which ſeem to dazzle us; it inſenſibly detaches us 
from whatever is mortal, and makes us quite familiar with 
Death. Since the Beginning of my 11Inefs I have been 
more ſenſible than ever of my own Inſignificance; I 
have ſeen that my Body is only an Edifice which tum- 
bles to Pieces when leaſt expected. Sometimes my Diſ- 
order is acute, and ſometimes it ſeems to ſleep, but it is 
only to wake with double Violence. From the Moment 


of our Birth indeed we are expoſed to all Kinds of Infir- 


mities and Accidents, and may look upon every Thing 


around us as the immediate Cauſe of our Ruin; but what 
the Appetites loſe, the Soul ſhould recover. Indeed the 
ſeyereſt Diſtemper is but ſlight to a Chriſtian Philoſopher, 


who is employed only in heavenly Matters. Ifthe Stoics 
ſuffered, with Conſtancy, who had no Motive to influence 


them but ridiculous Vanity; what a Reproach is it for 


Chriſtians to fink under the Violence of bodily Diſtem- 
pers. But alas! it is eaſy to preach fine Precepts, and 


we are frequently only intrepid in Speculation, | 


ay this only with Regard to myſelf, who, after having 
mentioned thoſe Things which are the moſt capable of 


N me, attend much more than I ought to my - 
u 


erings. However, the more ſevere they are, the 
more ought I to look towards Heaven; the onl 


Place where there is neither Pain nor Sorrow. It will 


give me Pleaſure to ſee you as ſoon as you can; for you 
would be here this Moment, if my Deſires were Wings 
| = ) to 
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peculiar Favour of Heaven; 
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to tranſport you hither. I have ſomething to ſay to you 
relative to my Situation, which cannot be.committed to 
Writing. I 

N As | 1 Yours, 


tf 


* 


—_ 


2 


LETTER Vm. 


From the ſame to the ſame, in a more advanced State of 
= | hrs Illneſs. Y 
V OUR Correſpondent is now reduced almoſt to a 
Skeleton, and 9 his emaciated Fingers in 
writing to you. Had' 1 viewed only the Glory of this 
World, I would haye faid of Death, when he preſented 
to me the Cup of Bitterneſs, © let it paſs from me; 
but my Thoughts happily were taken up with Heave 
ſo that I could exclaim to myſelf, © how brilliant an 
how pleaſing is this Cup!” There is certainly no 
reater Bleſſing upon Earth, than to unite ourſelves to 
Death before he {ſtrikes the laſt Blow; but as I ſeem to 
draw him in with my Breath, he appears to be difarmed 
of his Terrors, and as my -Days diminiſh they become 
more valuable, by bringing me nearer to Eternity. But 
my Pains are ſo violent, 
Pen; God only knows when, if ever, I ſhall reſume it. 
——After ſeven Days and Nights of continual Tor- 
ment, I yet live and enjoy a Moment's Eaſe, and once 
more take the Pen into my Hand. My Mind acquires 
new Strength as my Body decays, which I conſider as a 
ere is only one Thing 
which gives me real Affliction. I have not done all the 
Good I ought to have done, for which I can only pra 
to God that he would pardon me through the Merits 
| Mercies of a Redeemer, and hong to accept my ſmall 
Remains of Life as an Expiation or my Sins, If I had 
any Intervals of N for I am not always Maſ- 
ter of my Faculties, I would recommend to the different 
Sects of Chriſtians the Cultivation of Peace and Danes bs 
the diſtinguiſhed Mark of the N they profeſs. 
But I wiſh to die as I have lived, with Gratitude eds 
2 


hey oblige me to 1 down my 


Happ 
daviO! 
ain 
t 


em 


* have done me Service, and always your Friend. It 
has been the divine Will to ſhew me, in a dreadful Man- 
ner, the Emptineſs of worldly Grandeur, while I was 


ind Wormwood. But nothing furely can be a greater 
Happineſs to a Chriſtian than to die like his afflicted 


in on Earth, I ſhall ex ou in Eternity, where IL 
t we ſhall enjoy the ae Bleflin E. meeting 
zzain in Heaven, who will then be our Univerſe, our 
Fement, and our Life. Adieu, | 105 


LETTER XXIX. 


Jo, the melancholy Ehren of youthful Diſſpation., 75 a 
i th young Lady. 8 | 


HAT I do I ce my dear Harriet in Tears! quite 


0 
0 
3 oppreſſed and overwhelmed with Grief! I won- 


der not that your gentle Boſom, the Seat of ſpotleſs In- 
© WM nocence, ſhould feel the utmoſt Pity, mixed with Hor- 
it vor, at the melancholy SpeRacle you have lately ſeen. 
Y Wl loſke an unhappy Youth, not yet arrived to his twen- 


t. Lech Year, brought out upon the Scaffold, amidſt an in- 
b Spectators, muſt be awful indeed ! to 


2 finite Number o 


ee his afflicted Parents attending the ſad Scene, with 


'S treaming Eyes, and the dying Youth in unutterable An- 


a mich, how the Blood ſhudders! The Crime of For- 
S Wl ery, which he had unwittingly been drawn in to com- 
e nis to * his Denen is of a heinous Nature; 
1 but Pity for his premature 

Il BY rents educate him | and how anxiouſly did they watch 
de Progreſs of thoſe Talents which proved his Ruin! 
{- Bad Company proved his Bane. The ſmalleſt Devia- 
t tion from the righ 

„ br a fatal Detection muſt ſome Time or other be the 
Conſequence. Young Men, on their entering Life, 


ul i thould conſider the Folly and Emptineſs of Midnight 
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urrounded -with it; by mixing for me a Cup of Gall 


Gyiour 3 and if I have not the Conſolation of ſeeing you 


Fate is great. With far 
other Hopes and other Expectations did his fond Pa- 


t Path is to be ſhunned like a Peſtilence; 


| Meetings; 


i 
| 
| 
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Meetings; they ſhould reflect upon the Conſequences 


what their Reaſon diſapproves. Believe me, 


From a Lady to her Friend, on the Pleaſures and At 


Jou know I am always a little prepoſſeſſed with) 


— * , 
iy; * 3 
* * 


- 
A 


re. 
of expenſive Revellings, the Shame and Remorſe, and tic 
the - conſtant Fear of Duns and Creditors ; and they in 
would not heſitate a Moment to prefer the Pleaſures to 
which conſtantly attend a Life of Regularity. Books and it. 
the Sciences, not to mention bodily Exerciſes of all Kinds, fa 
will afford conſtant and noble Employment. The old do 
Engliſh Proverb, c that an is the beſt Policy,“ in 
contains as much Truth as good Senſe. For mere Self. as 
love, if Principle does not, ſhould induce us to be ho- it 
neſt. If, upon the firſt Aſſault of any Temptation, we to 
Would fly from it with Horror as from a Viper, we to 
ſhould avoid moſt bad Actions; but we parley with G 
Danger, and ſuffer it to return — 8 and again. But if je. 
we once deliberate, we are loſt. It ſhould ſerve to W. 
check the thoughtleſs and giddy-minded, before they m 
commit an Act of imprudent Folly or Wickedneſs, th 
What a Triumph it will be to their Enemies, and what m 
a Grief to their Friends, they would not behave as they de 
do. The great Point is, for young Minds to gain that 
intrepid Virtue, which could make them Fa reſiſt | 


My dear Harriet, 
| Fours ſincerely. 


CF 


vantages of, Morality, . 


recom 


'& Reading; and therefore it is for the Intereſt ol £0 
thoſe I converſe or correſpond with, that I ſhould or 
read none but the beſt Books. That which is upper ati 
moſt with me 4 am is a Treatiſe of Morality, b mi 

an anonymous Writer; he has likewiſe, a Treatiſe 0 au 
the Means of preſerving Peace among Men 'which de T 
lights me; Never did I ſee any Thing fo really uſeful ne 

. fo full of Fire and Imagination. If you have not ye wt 
read it, I deſire you will; and if you have, I wou ing 


3 


— 
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recommend your * over again with freſh Atten- 
tion. I think that all Mankind in general are included 
in it; I perſuade myſelf it was e for me, and hope 
to profit yit at leaſt I ſhall do my Endeavours towards 
it. You know. I could never bear to hear old People 
ſay, I am too old to mend; I ſhould much ſooner par- 
don | young People for ſaying, I am too young. Youth. 
in itſelf is ſo lively, that were the Soul and Mind to be 
as perfect as the Body, we could not forbear adoring. 
it; but when Youth is no more, then it is high Lime 
to think of making ourſelves as perfect as poſſible, and 
to endeavour to make up the Ls of Beauty by the 
Graces of the Mind. I have long made this the Sub- 
jet of my Meditations, and am therefore determined to 
work every Day at my Mind, my Soul, my Heart, and 
my Sentiments. My Mind at preſent is full of this, and 
therefore I fill my Letter with it, having nothing of 
much Conſequence beſides to ſend you. Adieu, my 


Yours ever. 


. 8 KEV. 2 8 
LETTER XXXE: +2806: 
In Anſwer to an Epiſtle deſcribing the Sickneſs of a Friend, 
40 Reflections on a Death-bed Scene. 45 a Lady. 
| | ws was not without Reaſon, my dear Friend, that 
you was concerned at the Illneſs of poor Sir James L., 
It was ſomething very extraordinary, but I have taken 
a Liking to that young Fellow ever. ſince I ſaw him in 
London. This makes me more ready to believe the 
good Thi gs you ſay of him; 8 think it extra- 
ordinary, the violent Fear he is in of Death. His Situ- 
ation, ſuch as you deſcribe it to me, furniſhes an ad- 
mirable Subject for Reflection. It is certain, at that 
. awful Period we muſt have a great Deal to truſt to. 
This will occaſion all our Deſpair and all our Uneaſi- 
neſs, and we ſhall then ſtand in Need of that Time 
which we now wiſh to paſs away ſo ſweetly ; and will- 
ingly give up every Thing for one of thoſe Days, which 
HONED | 3 We 


vue now let flip with fo much Indifference. Such ate 
my Meditations in my rural Walks. The Chriſtian 


Syſtem of Morality is an excellent Remedy againſt all 


Evils; but then I would have it truly Chriſtian, and 
free from thoſe ſupernumerary T'rappings with which 
it is too frequently encumbered, otherwiſe it is empty 


and unprofitable.” The Doctor thinks I reaſon. pretty 


well fometimes on this Subject; but then a Breath of 
Air, or the Dancing of a, Sun-beam, diſſipates the Re- 
fedions ions of the Night. I beſeech Heaven to raiſe poor 
Sir James, of which I ſhall expect the earlieſt Intelli- 


ence. You could not have given me a ſmaller Idea of - 


e Place I hold in Sir Thomas's Heart, than in telling 
me it is all which remains unoccupied by you. One 
muſt indeed be of a very eaſy Diſpoſition to be ſatisfied 
_ With this, But I have only to ſay that I am, as ever, 


2 . 


CCC CC 
Religion, the only folid Foundation of Futurity. From a 
$7 NN 1 his Frimd i England. Ir 25 
1 Hope this Letter will find you ſafely arrived at your 
peaceful Habitation, and that you found all your 


Friends in perfect Health. That you have employed 


ſome truſty Perſon to make Enquiries in Yorkſhire con- 
cerning my wornmey Parent, I make no Doubt; and 
that, if ſhe is ſtill living, you have tranſmitted to her 
_ the ſmall Sum of Money I have by this Time been 


enabled to ſpare, to adminiſter ta her Wants. It is the 


With of my Soul to make that reſpectable Woman eaſy 
and happy in her old Age; to accompliſh which my 


utmoſt Endeavours are always exerted. *My young 


Friend is affected with extreme Melancholy, and I have 
therefore urged his Removal from a Place which revives 
in his Mind fo many diſagreeable Ideas. But I have 
alſo diſcovered, with 7 Pain, a ſtrong Portion of 
Scepticifm ; and though I have endeavoured to remove 
it, how much have I wiſhed for your Inſtruction to aſſiſt 


ining wh: rh t ſufficiently 
we in explaining what pe aps I am no — 


which is, inexpre ſſib 


| doubt, as a 


T 
r 
d 
d 
r 
n 
4 
un 
8 
e 
8 
e 
f 
e 
, 
** 
d 


7 — - * o : 2 * — 9 n * 4 2 
c R 2 5 


Quality, and is rational and impartial even to Se 


demnation; he is virtuous. from Principle, and is uni- 
verfally approved. _ He elles every amiable Virtue, 

without. any Conſciouſneſs of them, only as they are 
the Means of Happineſs ; ſo that his Virtues have a cer- 


tain Freedom an bee ce of Nature about them, 
X Y.C »' 0 


to continue, to eclipſe the whole; but I truſt in G 


that, through my Humble Endeayours, it will de re- 


moved. I was ſurpriſed, as ſoon as I was certain of his 
Infidelity, at his regular Attention to reli ious Obſerva- 
tions 3 when he informed me, that one of the firſt Prin- 


.ciples of a Deiſt is, to conform to the external Cere- 


monies of Worſhip. for the Sake of Society. After en- 
forcing the Sentiment of .ane of dur Engliſh Divines, 
4“ That 7485 an Infidel had as much Reaſon to 

s a Chriſtian to Believe, the Principles of com- 
mon Senſe would plead for the Chriſtian; for ſuch a 
Conduct would expoſe him to no Riſque, and Religion, 
if it had no Foundation, would be a comfortable Error, 


which would ſupport us under Diſtreſs, and 2 g 
ence 


Death of its Terrors, by the Hope of a happy Exi 
nant Man is * what a 


bereafter. But if an impious a 
Riſque: does he run! Dreadfully muſt he be unde 


ceived !”” He then faid, that his Mind was unhinged 

by many Doubts which had been infuſed into him, as 
there were many Things he could not underſtand; but 
added, that this will ever be the Caſe where different 
Religions have introduced Prejudices, Enthuſiaſms, and 


dcepticiſms, and 3 of Philoſophy ſo con- 
founded, and univerſal Deceit ſo undermined Truth, 


that if all Men's Actions and Principles could be thrown. 


into one View, the imaginary Chaos would have leſs 
Confuſion in it. To which I replied, that . our not 
deing able to underſtand the moſt myſterious Parts of 
Chriſtianity, is no Argument againſt the Truth of them. 
How many Things are there in Nature, which I cannot 
poſſibly doubt, and yet am totally ignorant of the Me. 
tiods whereby many of them operate; and of ſome I 
know not the Vie ? Can 
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informed in. My Lord n polled of almoſt EY good 
ind impart Self- Son- 


1 Indeed there is but 
r Shade to his. Charter, though ſufficient, if it were 


ou ſay what Purpoſe the fiery 
you lay poſe Comet 
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Comet anſwers? how its Motion is produced, or wh 
its Perio is ſo regular, though its Motion is ſo une gulf 
and its Courſe ſo eccentric? Not leſs conſpicuous js 
the divine Goodneſs and Power in the Variety as well 
- as the Multitude of bring Creatures. Every green 
Leaf, that of the Sage for Inſtance, ſwarms with little 
Animals; view it through a Microſcope, and you ſee 
it covered with a Kind of Cobweb, im which Multitudes 
of little ative Creatures, N piercing Eyes, are buſily 
employed. Raine the Nettle, and its whole Surface 
is Covered over with Needles of the moſt perfect Poliſh 
every one of which has three Points ; Needles reſt 
on a Baſe, or Bag of flexible Subſtance, filled with a 
ſharp poiſonous Liquor, which is diſcharged at the Ex. 
tremity of every Point of the Needles that cover the 
Surface of the Nettle. The Poiſon, which excites the 
Senſe of Pain, is thrown out from a Hole viſible in 
every Point. Indeed the great Author of Nature has 
diſcovered himſelf to us in the Profuſion of his Bleſſin 
and engages our Affections by his boundleſs Munifi- 
cence; and if a due Senſe of ſuch ineſtimable Benefac- 
tions does not lead us to a Knowledge of him who is 
he Fountain from whence they flow, we muſt not * 
be ſhamefully remiſs but ungrateful.- We ſhould reflec 
on the End for which the Heauty, Order, and immenſe 
Treaſure of the whole was intended; but we ſhould 
be careful not to extend aur Enquiries beyond the Li- 
mits preſcribed to human Reaſon. | 
lam ever, dear Sir, 
Dan en Cate + Tour obliged and; !:? 

„ 4 217 1.2% 2117 Ofbaduent Servant.” 
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On the Death of Friends, with fome uſeful Reflections. 
7 -1!13 , ‚ DN GNM 
Dear Sir, 6 * ; 8 27 | 


3 Am e to ac 


| ai you that the ami- 
able Lady C. is no more. It is needleſs for me to 


mention my Lord's Diſtraction of Mind; or the * 
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of all her F 8273 this melancholy Occaſion. The 


ah, young Duke of B. is inconſolable, and regrets her as if 
8 fe had been himſelf the diſtinguiſhed Object of her Af- 
ell WW ſections. 1 have done every Thing in my Power to 
en ſoothe and ſupport them; but being conſcious how un- 
de equal I am to the due Performance of the Taſk, I wiſh 
ke Wl inceſſantly or your Aſſiſtance. I have urged to my 
es noble Friends, that to lament for the happy is Impiet 
and Folly. Io feel for one's own Loſs is the Impull 
de of Humanity; but a too great Indulgence of Affliction 
0 is contrary to the Laws of Chriſtianity. But, you ma 
it believe, I did not intrude theſe Sentiments -until a fit 
Opportunity. There are, in Truth, certain Moments 
when the Muſic of the Spheres would be diſcordant, 
ie and when the Condolence of our deareſt Friends is an 


unwelcome . The Death of my ref ble 


in Friend and Tutor has alſo called for my own Reſigna- 

as. tion, while I have been exerting myſelf to reaſon others 

55 into Tranquillity; to his Memory I owe every Thing, 
br he was my only Comforter and Support, when my 

c- WW unkind Relations had plunged of moſt amiable Mother 
1s into the greateſt - Diſtreſs. hat Judgment, what 

] Knowledge, and what Virtue are gone with him to the 

- Grave! Would to God he could have left me his Learn- 


f ing and Experience in Life! A Legacy of 1500 Pounds 

te has indeed bequeathed to me; and if my Mother has 
lurvived her Misfortunes, let me trouble you to receive: 
it from his Executor, and tranſmit it to her. If the is 
no more, lay it out in any Manner your Wiſdom ſhall 
direct, But I am called to the young Duke, who has 
had a Fall from his : Horſe, and, has received a violent 
Lontuſion on the Head. The Surgeons are juſt ar- 
ted, and declare him to be in the utmoſt Danger. 
the Duke N ſends for me.— In a very feeble Voice, 

he has thus addreſſed me, My dear Friend, my Obli- 
is, tions to you are inexpreſſibſe. I love you with the 

lendernefs of a Brother, and as I find myſelf dying, 

you will ſoon be ſenſible I am not ungrateful. Perſons 
„wo give up their Time, and. facrifice all their Inclina- 
tons to the Humours of others, cannot be overpaid by 
— any Ty we can do for them. I know, my dear 
end, added he, how much you have fuppreſſed your 

D | 5 
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own Grief to milights ours; but this is a ſmall Obl;. 
| gon in Compariſon of the new Lights you have af. 
-forded me. he little Charlotte and you will ſhare 
equally of two thirds of my rat Poſſeſſions. He now 
grew faint, but ſoon recovered ; in two Days after th 
Fever carne on, and now all Hopes are extinguiſhed, 
as nothing but his Death is exported: I can write ng 
more. | | e 


*- ' 


Yours. Gly 
TE. Tuomas Monpzx. 
: . > NG ; - 7 „ vg 
. 2 b 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


On the Rheumatiſm and its Effetts. From a Lady toh 
<7 EEG, Daughter. Nis 
(IS my dear Child, what is the Thing in the 
World that comes the quickeſt, and goes off the 
Doweſt ; that brings you the neareſt to Health, and re 
moves you the fartheſt from it ; that throws you into the 
moſt, agreeable Situation imaginable, and at the ſame 
Time hinders you from enjoying it; that flatters yo 
with the moſt pleaſing Hopes, an keeps you the longe 
8 the Accompliſhment of them. Cannot you guels! 
Do you give it up? Why, it is the Rheumatiſm. 1 
have had it theſe three-and-twenty Days. Since the 
_ fourteenth, I have indeed been free from the Fever and 
Pains, and in this delightful Situation, thinking myſelf 
ſtrong enough to 1 5 which is the whole of m 
Wiſhes, I myſelf ſwelled all o Feet, Ley 
Hands, Arms. But this Swelling, which they call m 
Cure, and in Effect is ſo, is the fole Occaſion of all m 
preſent Diſquiet; was I good for any Thing, I might 
make it of ſome Merit to me, but, however, I think 1 
am pretty well got t =ihh, and that in two Days more 
: ſhall be 3 $9 ol; : receive Letters every Da 
rom our Friends in London, congratulating me on m 
ecovery. I have taken Dr. James's Powders, whic 
ve done me much Good, and I am going to tak 


them again; it is a never-falling Remedy in cod 


Thy 
t 


d 


C 


* 


2 


The Complete LxTTER WAITE u. 263 


K orders, but ſhould be taken under the Direction of ex- 
1 rienced Perſons. After os, I am promiſed a long 
ah ucceſſion of Health. My Step will be to return 
re to London; therefore I deſire you to calm all your Diſ- 
e quicts. You fee how faithful an Account we have 
iven you of the Affair, and that ſhould make you eaſy. 

ed, ut I ſhall tire my Amanuenſis, as I dare not yet aſk 
0 my great Hand if it will pleaſe to write a Line or two; 
I muſt therefore bid you Adieu. Fg 


%. 


; TY” 


VF 
The Epiron is fo highly delighted with the following 
cohciſe, pathetic, and elegant Letter, that he cannot 

þ refrain from giving it a Place in this Collection. 


The late Lord Buckingham's Letter, when Lord Lien- 


im 


the, tenant of Ireland, to his Fee Friend Dr. Cra- 
the dock*, Archbiſhop of Dublin ; congratulating his Re- 
re covery from a putrid fore Throat. e 
ws My Lord, UE I 

yo 


THE Enquiries of a Lord Lieutenant concerning 
the Health of an Archbiſhop, might have been 
deemed equivocal ; but his fincere Congratulations on 


| RIO of a reſpected Friend, cannot be miſrepre- 


| 25 BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
* Dr. Cradock was tranſlated from Kilmore to Dublin in 17592, 
where in 1779 he was ſucceeded by Dr. Fowler. nf Oe 
© LETTER XXXVL. 
Reflections on an early and immature Death. To a Lady. 
A* length, my dear Friend, after a Multitude of 
falſe Alarms and vain Hopes, we have loſt the poor 


Marquis, I muſt confeſs to you that I have been greatly 
affected with the Death of this excellent young * 


- 


— 
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If a truly Chriſtian End can adminiſter Cauſe of Com 
fort to Chriſtians, we have the greateſt Room for Con- 
ſolation in the Aſſurance of his being happy. Never 

did any one ſhew more Reſignation, à greater Love for 

God, nr a fuller Portion of Grace. If any one could 

have inſured Life to him, he would not have accepted 

it; his Confidence in the Mercies of his God was ſo 
greats that there is the greateſt Reaſon to believe his 

echng ſuch a Diſpoſition of Soul as he would not wil- 
lingly have hazarded on any Account. He loft a great 

Quantity of Blood, and was very much againſt bein 
blooded the laſt [Time ; but the Phyſicians over-ruled 
him, though he told them he ſaw they were reſolved to 

kill him in Form. The Death of the Earl of D. which 

was thought to have proceeded from Want of bein 

-- "bled, has occaſioned the Loſs of many Lives ſince. 

cCanndt connect any other Subject with this melancholy 
Relation, and therefore-muſt conclude, _ - | 


. : 
. * 
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On the Inhumanity of ſpeedy Interments, and the Neceſſity 
Heady and perſevering Patience. To a Gentleman 
43 ; | 
"TESTES on no 
My dear Sir, . 
8 1 my laſt I mentioned that the Death of my young 
1 Friend was every Moment” expected. On going 
into the Apartment I claſped the dead Body in - 
Arms, for ſuch it 9224 20d my Difficulty to practiſe 
thoſe Leſſons myſelf 1 had ſo frequently and recently 
iven to others, was great indeed. As I was appointed 
is ſole Executor, I was determined not to precipitate 
Matters; for I had heard of People's recovering after a 
long Interval of Ceſſation of the animal Spirits. 1 
therefore N it reaſonable, humane, and conſiſtent 
with my true Regard for his Memory, to act cautiouſly 
in his Interment. Some have even riſen from their 


Graves after three Days; and both Charity and Re. 


ligion 
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ligion recommend a ſufficient Time to wait, that Life, 
leit All ſubliſts, may manifeſt itſelf by Signs. I find it 
is cuſtomary here to inter Bodies in - four-and*=twenty 
Hours; but that is not a ſufficiett Time to diſtinguiſh 
between 'a real and apparent Death. After two 8 
e 


had elapſed; I underſtood it was rumoured amongh 
Domeſtics, that the Engliſhman was mad, as N 
had been ever kept ſo long at Naples; perhaps ſome 
them were impatient for their Legacies. But I let them 
ſpeak on, and was determined to watch him till a Change 
took Place, before which I would not permit the laſt 

Offices to be done him. I was rewarded for my Trouble; 
his Breath appeared on the Glaſs after the third Fete 


Soi to 6 © Re Rn T7 


ch and my Care, Attention, and I enderneſs (under 
have I reſtored him to my Wiſhes. What 2 
' Leſſon !:-- 8 ried alive | how of- 
ly ten is a premature Death occaſioned by the ſelfiſh- Diſ- 
oſition of 2 Nurſes, to whoſe Care the laſt Of- 
ces are conſigned by their ver- delicate Friends, fond - 
Huſbands, affectianate Wives, or dutiful Heirs! how 
does their extreme 3 them, under the 
Diſguiſe of Senſibility or weak Nerves,. from proving 
| the Sincerity. of their Profeſſions | How unchriſtian is 
| it in England to leave the Houſe of a great Man the 
ay very Inſtant he dies ! or to ſend a poor one to the: Un- 
an dertaker, who furniſhes every Thing for the Occaſion, 
as if all Affections and Obligations were to end with the 
laſt Breath of the Party: Thank. God, my young - 
Friend, whoſe: Situation occaſtoned theſe Reflettions, is - 
ng now able to ſit up in Bed. We have not yet acquainted 
ng him with the Circumſtances of his Illneſs; but refer that ' 
nj until he is perfechly recovered ; however, the Language 1 
E us - _ 


of Surprize,. probably added to Diſappointment, has 
ay perſeded de Charge of Madness. 


ted Naples, Tune 30 1788. 4 Yours, 


= 
* 
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Watt PR rat? . TIE OE ONES $43 $25 5 34 v rg 
Reflections on the Death F Friends, with the Ef. of 


. zx;88cefſeve Foy or Sorrow. From @ Lady ta ber Friend. 


8 Fro \\ Fea en . 5 n l 95 2 BEA 

MV deer Malm bo 
Sincerely rejoice in your Happineſs, at the Diſcovery 

A of your Jong-loft Sen; and have to aſt you Pardon 


for keeping you ſo long in the Dark. I perceived who 


he was, and en Far it long before I ſaw, him. The 
Concealment was in order to make the Diſcovery more 
Joyful; but if any bad Conſequences had riſen from your 
Exceſs of Joy, [ſhould have been unhappy for the Re- 
mainder of. my Life. How unthinking I was! The 
| Heart can no more ſupport immoderate Joy than Exceſs 
of Grief; the one is deſtructive by too much dilating it; 
the other by too great a Depreſſion. It is equal whether 


the Veſſel be cruſhed by too ſtrong à Preſſure without, 


or burſt by too violent an Extenſion within. I have re- 
peatedly tranſmitted to you my Congratulations by 
others, but cannot help now repeating them myſelf. 
Till now IThave been prevented from writing to you by 
the Death of my Huſband, my conſtant Attendance on 
kim till that mournful Period; and Confinement to my 
Bed ever ſince. But I have examined my - Heart 
. thorough y on · the Cauſe of 1 Grief; and find 
think his Death a Diminution of my own 
Fappineſs, or of his, or elſe that I grieve without know- 


ing why, and conſequently that my Grief is unreaſon- 


able. Intereſt and Self- Love muſt affect me in the firſt 
Caſe; but if my Friend's. Happineſs be the Occaſion of 
it, it ſhews.I muſt have an ill Op 
And if I conceive that his Felicity N entirely upon 
the Union of Soul and Body, my Faith. is as doubtful 
as my Happineſs. Grief then is an Effect of Infidelity 
* it is impious and unreaſonable, as deviating from that 
perfect Obedience and Reſignation we owe to God, and 
therefore not allowable in a wiſe and virtuous Man, who 
makes it his Endeavour to know and perform his Duty. 
I have now in ſome Meaſure recovered my Tranquillity; 


are 


and ſtrive to divert my Attention and amuſe my Mind. 
d 


pinion of his Condition. 
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——Farewel, my amiable and beloved Friend ; may 
m—_ confirm and continue all your Bleffings to you | 
Happineſs is built, when that fails it miſt be deſtroyed. 
For this Reaſon, it is Wiſdom ta chuſe ſuch a Founda- 
tion for it as is not liable to deſtructive Accidents, If 
Happineſs is founded upon the Health, the: Welfare, the 
Life of our Friends, a thouſand Diſeaſes or ten taouſand 
fatal Acęidents may have Power to deſtroy it; but if #t 


LO: 


But let us net. forget, that Upon Whatever Foundation 


be founded upon che infinite Bounty and Goodneſs ef 


God, and upon thoſe Virtues which may obtain his Fa- 
vour, its Foundation is immoveable, and its Duration 


eternal. Once more adieu. 
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JJ /TANY Obſervations have fallen from the Hands of 
1V 41 ſome able Pens, reſpecting the Advantages and 
iſadvantages of the different prevailing Modes of Edu- 
cation. But Faſhion is frequently ſufficient to ſet aſide 


all Argument, and to ſuperſede all Reaſon, whatever 


may be advanced to rectify or reſtrain the ſwelling Tide 
of any popular Miſtakes. f 
The Editor thought he could not better fill up a few 


ſpare Pages, than by preſenting his Readers with ſome 
brief Remarks on this 2 Men may labour to 


Eternity to erect a goodly Superſtructure, without be- 
ing ever able: to effect it, if the Foundation is not per- 


fecily ſound. Some Crack or Flaw will be found to 
deſtroy the goodly Appearance which the ſubſequent 
Endeavours gave a Right to expect; ſome Blemiſh will 


be diſcovered to diminith the Value of this ſhewy Fabric. 
He hopes to be excuſed in ſurprizing his Readers into 


the Knowledge of his Sentiments on this important 


Subject, A ColleQion of Letters, principally intended 
for the Service of young People, ſeems to require a few 
Obſervations on 1. literary Education and Inſtruction 


of young People; we may therefore preſume on the Ap- 
. | probation 


3-H 


J.. K nne 


ed nn * * - 
70 


cipal Part of Education in the Dexterity of performing 


cation; Genius, or Learning, are by no means requi- 


Eye overbears and ſuppreſſes 2 Conſideration. 
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robation of the Public, as to the peculiar Propriety of 
|ibjoining this Eday. $47 5d e b 
There are two prevailing Faults in moſt of our Aca- 
demies or Boarding Schools, which prove the Bane of 
Education. The firſt I ſhall inſtance in, is the preſent 
Rabies or Madneſs for fine Writing. I am not ſo un- 
reaſonable to condemn fine Writing merely as ſuch, 
being ſeldom better pleaſed than when ſuch Performances 
meet my Eyes; but how abſurd is it to place the prin- 


an Exerciſe. . mechanical? We readily allow 
eve ee of Merit to extraordinary Exertions of 
Skill and delicate Workmanſhip of the Cabinet Maker, 
and other ſimilar handicraft Trades; but theſe require 
reat Genius as well as Induſtry and * in 
heir reſpective Capacities. This Merit the fine Pen- 
man may be allowed to have, if he thinks the Compa- 
riſon does him any Credit; but his Qualification de- 
ds on a very few ſimple N which can 
carcely — Principles, and a little ſteady Appli- 


ſite ; and they are not very frequently Appendages to 
this Talent. Here the Mechanic, commonly ſo called, 
has abundantly the Advantage. * 
I Illuſtrations of theſe general Remarks were in any 
Reſpect nece it would be eaſy to refer to Caſes 
where _ Rule of Grammar has been ſubverted in 
writing a ſimple Card or Meſſage. Few indeed who 
excel in this Art have the ſmalleſt Cauſe to boaſt of any 
other. But it is no Matter; for ſuch is the Folly and 
dtupidity of Parents in general, that this Pleaſure of the 


Falſe: Grammar, Ablurdity of Expreſſion, and even 
falſe Spelling, are ſuch common Occurrences from theſe 
Writing Boarding Schools, that one has Need to be 
concerned for the Reaſon and Intellects of the Age. 

I have often reflected where the Blame of this abſurd 
Conduct ought to be laid; and at laſt have attributed it 
to Vanity in the Parents, or to Impoſition in the Leach- 
er. Perhaps both theſe are entitled to nearly their equal - - 
Mare; though Vanity, I preſume, is the preponderat- 
ing Ingredient in the Compoition. Writing, it at; aſs. 
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ſerted,-is only an inferior Branch of Education; to which 


even Reading is ſuperior, however treated as a ſ 
Conſideration. Indeed I have given too great a De- 


gree of Importance to Reading according to the prevail. 


ing Practice; for that obtains but a very low Rankin the 
Mode of Education generally purſued in our Writing 
Schools. In the [ſecond Place, commonly, we are to 
rank Arithmetic, as they themſelves perhaps learnt it 
by Rote at School from Walkinghame or Dilworth; for 
few of them, after their commencing Maſters of Board- 
ing Schools, have real Knowledge ſufficient-to-diverge 
from the old beaten Track. I he Operations to theſe 
Queſtions, beſides their Inſufficiency in moſt practical 
Caſes, are uſually pillaged or purchaſed from the Books 
of their Schoolmates ; tor few Perſons carr be ignorant 
af the common Practice of ſecuring this Kind of Af. 

ſiſtance by a few Preſents of one Species or other. But 
the poor deſpiſed Practice of Reading ſeldom obtains any 
diſtinguiſhed Place; Dancing, Drawing, Muſic, in- 
deed any Thing, generally enſures the Preference. | 

Some Perſons indeed have had ſufficient Penetration 
to diſcover the Error before the Period of Education has 

too nearly approached; but theſe are a very ſmall Por- 
tion in Compariſon to the Bulk of Mankind, and of 
theſe the Number is proportionably ſmall who have ſuf- 
ficient Reſolution to break off the Shackles; Their 
Vanity overpowers their Reaſon, and they proceed in 


the ſame abſurd Track in Defiance of their better Judg- 


ment. 75 | 
- But this is not the only Thing to be condemned in 
the Practice of our Brdng Schools. Several of our 
Claſſical Schools, which are conducted by Perſons of 
Diſcernment and Knowledge, have too much given 
Way to the prevailing Mode. By a ſteady Firmneſs 
to the true Intereſts of Literature and their own'Credit, 
it was in their Power to have ſtemmed this Torrent ſo 
far as to prevent the more rational Part of Mankind from 
being abſorbed in its Vortex; but they haye injudi- 


cioully opened the Flood-Gates, and the Inundation 


has on all Sides poured in upon them. 7 
For by this accommodating Conduct it is, that the 


ſecond prevailing Error has made ſuch rapid a 


* 


— 


The general and indiſcriminate Introduction of the 
Writing and Mathematical Teacher into moſt of our 


Grammar Schools, is the Source of numerous Evils. 
The Objects of Education are multiplied, and the Pu- 


il's Attention is divided. He has no fixed Idea of any 
hing, becaufe, from the Mode he is directed to pur- 
ſue, his Views are pointed ſo many different Ways, 
that no ſingle Impreſſion 8 diſtinct to 
ge his Atten ien 75237 18 115 
"Pere ir-i6/inipatible whom: mioft 40 blame, the Maſ- 
ters or the Parents. I will conſider what can be ſaid for 
each of them, and from thence deduce a more rational 
Mode of Inftrudtion. R . N 27% 
When Boys in particular are firſt-ſent to a Boarding: 
School,” it may be impoſſible for the Parents to point out 
any deciſive Object of their future Deſtination for the 
Maſter's Direction. In this Caſe, general Improve 
ment only can be his Aim. But ſurely that ſhould not 


be confined to Writing, which has very little Lendency 
to expand and enlarge the Mind; and yet this ſhould 


dou be the Object of a general Education. | 

To f firſt- of the Writing Boarding Schools, 
where, if Reading is in any Degree attended to, neither 
the Principles of Engliſh Grammar are at all regarded, 


or Notice taken of the Requiſites for a pleaſing and ele- 


gant Modulation of Voice. Inflexion' and Cadence are 


what they ſcarce have heard of, or at leaſt ſo imperfectly, 


that they are Strangers to their Nature. The ſame 
Monotony, or whining and canting Tone of Voice, 
are heard upon every Subject; and indeed what they 
do read at theſe Seminaries of Education is generally ſo 
little calculated to inſpire them with a Senſe of the 


portance of what they read, that they are commonly at 
a Loſs in every other Author. Writing, as I obſerved, 
is the Maſter's principal Ohject, and to that Object the 
greater Part of their Lime is devoted. The remaining 
[ime which is left for Arithmetic and Reading, of 


which the former is commonly preferred, affords very 


little Opportunity of eſtabliſhing any permanent Prin- 
1 1 had to the Expedient 


ciples; and therefore Recourſe is 


already mentioned. Reading, by ſuch a Conduct, is 
nearly joſtled out, and 22 — 
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enlarged upon. I know ſome few indeed vho/pay con: 
inſtru& 


ſiderable Attention to their native Tongue, an 
their Pupils in the Principles of its Grammar; but for 
one n ten may be found where this is little 
It may ſeem invidious to ſome Perſons of this Deſcrip- 
tion, to adviſe them to retrench the large Allowance of 
Time which they give to Writing. But as I have un- 
dertaken the Subject, it would be criminal to ſuppreſs 
| what my Conviction of its Propriety and Neceſſity af- 
Þ ſures me is right. This Portion I would add to that of 
| Reading; and other Books ſhould be adopted to afford 
| greater Scope for the Exerciſe of the Voice. Grammar 
| might then be very ſeaſonably introduced, the Effects 
of whieh would ſoon be manifeſt. I would alfo wiſh to 

check that Propenſity to Arithmetic, which moſt Per- 

ſons are too forward to promote at an early Age. It 
puzzles and bewilders the young Mind, which is ſel- 


dom ſufficiently expanded at that Period; and deprives 


it of the Advantage of purſuing a Plan more naturally 
adapted to its State, and perfecting a Habit of Reading 
which would not eaſily be forgot. Here it may be pre- 
ſumed, both Parents and Maſters are equally faulty. 
As to the claſſical or academical Boarding Schools, 
the Arguments for poſtponing the Conſideration of 
Arithmetic, and the Neceſſity of retrenching the Hours 
allowed for Writing, are ſtill ſtronger. Much of the 
early Periods of a claſſical Education are employed in 
Repetition of the Accidence or Grammar; which ren- 


ſolid Knowledge of the learned Languages. And what 
Perſon can, after a ſerious and mature Deliberation, 


employed for the Exerciſes af Writing and Arithmetic? 
In it muſt be allowed, that 1 Object is 
ſufficient at one Time to engroſs the Mind; and as 
Reading thould never be forgot, that and Writing will 
Mind from Exceſs of Attention to any one Thing. 
The Languages, I repeat it, are fully ſufficient to en- 


6 _ thoſe 


* 


ders the Exerciſe of the Memory habitual, and lays the 
Foundation for future Progreſs and Advancement in 2 


pretend to ſay that there is much Time remaining un- 


lot or ſecondary Object to relieve the 


- groſs: the Mind; and ſuch Intervals. of Relaxation from 
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thoſe. dry Subjects as may ſeem to be abſolu neceſ- 
TE will be ona properly employed in Reading: and - 
ritinge 1, 


Some of the. Conſequences of having two or more 
principal Objects in View, ſhall be Muftrated by Ex- 
amples. 1 not enquire G Re qr ew the 
1 or the Papil, is in N 8 7 
gent Claſſics are particularly 
ts Object of Education, : Ke oY on Branches 
of the Mathematies:; in the the Train we will-alſo- ſuppoſe 
the French Language is to be included, All theſe, when 
W. er Reading are alſo incorporated, make a very 
and capital She — > m-49 husif attend to the Efeds 
of ſuch a premeditated P we ſhall _ there will be 
much more Smoke than, ire. e oa 
appear in an ge, and i others, e a e extra- 
ordinary Talents which they ſee in their Co 


have ſuffioĩent Emulation to ſtruggle aſter their Attain- 


ments, — yet this is not the Way 3 but for one ho ſuc- 


ceeds by this Proceeding, I will venture to pronounce - 
chat ninet y- nine miſcarry, and by graſping at every 


on, ws gain nothing. But young Perſo ons ſhould learn 

UE, N attain a _ 
Knowledge; and when: that is attained, r 

ceed to ſome other Branch of Education. dig inithe 

only Way in which they can reaſonably hope to ſucceed; 
An Inſtance occurred to me not many Years ago, 

which. I hall here record, as it 1 — 

to the ee Fe > . A 7 forward Puppy; ho 

had as little Modeſty as Diſcreti 

ſtruct him in Merchants Accompts. He had been 


| ſeveral Nears: at a noted Boarding-School, and had n 25 


Command of Hand: which would not have diſereilitad 
the firſt Counting-houſe in Toum; I did not therefore 


ſuſpect his — of the neceſſary mercantile Rules. 


But judge my Surprize, when 1 found it impoſſibleito 
kx him to any Tang which required Attention ray | 
either from is or Ignorance, or both, which 


_ 2 eee I could: never depend- upon him 


on Example in common Multipli- 
2 Ts Trial rial was of ſome Months Continuance;. 


he was too old-to — ROAR 


o 


plicable 
ions deſired me to in- 


2 | TheiColuplete dreier want. 


tile to de brought to any ſteady Appficatio and too 
vain and cokcomical tquperceive "His den wretched Ig. 
2 at laſt, By gall re wd the fre, ſhall my 
rt, We parted a remains e ow. 
pPated up yas efore.. 574 e 111 
8 3 e ge 5 you'an Inſtange ef — Effect 
contrary Conduct, exemplißed in a Perſam of my 
| $4 cquaihtance; I haut varied the Caſe but a very little, 
dns . the Sake of —— it as the 
ns Ape 1 of attaĩni ,nowledge. 
would recommend a conſtant ik bir of, the Claflics 
3 the firſt Vears of Inſtruction, to the Age of 
12 or 1; cohſideri Writing as a mere mechanical 
Exereiſe no Way bu genſome to the Memory; and the 
| Knowledgy of our native Tongue o ſufficiently. eſta- 
 bliched before that Time, as to be only a Matter of 
Amuſement. Fhen the Mind: will for: theimoſt Part be 
ſuitably enlarged: to N Inſtruction in Ape. mart ; and 
I Will 3 wal I Capacity and Genius are not 
wanting) that ſuch a ogra will be made in the 
Cotrſe of 12 Months as muſt abundantly compenſate for 
the R of them in the preceding Period. Such 
the Claffics as have been already acquired may 
then be ſubſtituted as Amuſements to relax SDeMind; 
with this Satisfaction, that nothing which has been at- 
tained is abandoned, or in any Danger ot being 3 — 
= Advantages: which may afterwards" be 
from Inſtruction in the Mathematics for 12 or-48 Months 
2 muſt therefore, be very great. Wit Reſpect 
eee go 22m eis * the 
other Studies, the better; at any Rate, 4 it 
ſmaduld mot comimence' till he Age of 13 or 14, and if 
b -of ibquir ring ir later: ſhould not be 


ar as et ly ; 9893.40 0 10 2th in 
"Lam a: from — this as aip Ela; i 


be called an Outline, and I have nei 
BR nor 3 ſay 7 at . otherwiſe 1 
might have 8 9 n the Subject. A ſhort Ad- 
3 * che Sub — of 3 Boarding Schools mi 
have: been intr uced; but our Limits forbid i b 
muſt leave, my Readers to draw their own Refleio 
from theſe very thort Intimations. But 


* 
— 
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But W Subject, 2 * it, loudly 8 
me to return to the, Char Wag ould any Foreigner, for 
Inffanck,; ek Roan tion ſo diſtinguiſhed tor Men 
of Senſe, a Ze he for Werkes of Genius; ſo refined 
and.dignihed, in r er ;gould be ſo groſsly incon- 
ſiſtent abſurd i in the.edrtmen Practice of Education 2 
It 1 yo. not r the Matter en this Iſſue only ; let me 

any Ferſon ef une Senſe and Reaſon to 
any 405 bn of ſuch Conduct. Does this 
fol Writing add one thouſandth Part of, a Far- 
ching t ee Value of an Account? does the fine 
Flouriſh and ſmooth Turn of a Letter or a Figure rec - 
tify or correct My Errors * e ?. 4 Errors and 
Miſtakes may ſometimes appar I would | 
which, Perſon is moſt expoſe whoſe prin= 
cipal Object is to diſplay his Talent Iz or the 
other, whoſe. Excellence conſiſts in Accuracy and Cor- 
rectneſs. of Account. Approach, all ye arent and 
lay. your Hands upon. your, Hearts, and ſay, how ye 
will anſwer it e to your 2 that you 
have ſo, often g 89 Four own;Senſes at the Riſque of 
your &r Children's 15 a eel Are you fear aa og or are 
Fe, ormer, /have you never a; Friend, 
Be ag Judgment you can rely, to direct you in the 
i Path for. the Na ion of your Offspring? You: 
have known, perhaps, the Want o Learning 9 
and that Want has prevented your embracin < 
Opportunities for your Advancement in the rorl, 
You are whos to ſtruggle hard, that your Children 
may not be di dalle inted on the ſame Account; * 
| Rane is laudable, but you are to be pitied.“ 
have laid out your Modey, as you think, - uſefully; your 
Son is now 41 or 12 Years of Age, and can write a fine 

Hand, and you cannot afford to keep him at School 
longer; I 4 > it, © you are to be pitied.” You 
have other Children, * they muſt have Learning; 
this muſt give Way, and perhaps be bound Apprentice 
to a Taylor, a arpenter or ſome other common 
Buſineſs, where all his fine Writing i is laid aſide, and the 
Time and Expence of his Education are loſt. He leſt 
School at the very Period when Attention to Figures 
vould have been ſucceſsful 3 and *tis on againſt mn 
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' ns 'thelirds Knowledge 


if his Education had run in a proper & ahne ne 
before this Period; have been” ac n hh 
Ee” rning, and become a Fear dcholar, "Bi 
+ - Tims! Shar Home: 8 Ee . Fe | 
Bs = aye-ari this Knowledge' 
vain and Aero f WAN 8 4 ene Zo "To 
Parents who ate learned, Y 5 more; it 
is not too late to retreaty as tho 80 el 5 5 
4 .Þ ee you, O ye Maſters aud TnſtwGore' 5 
28 Writing Boarding Schosib Ifear my Refle dien wo 


ey ipaken of, to deten what e you will nike 


. | _ tice hers, as to receive, an 


chat he an eee Pete of Tinber v Nit Chah, 
he once had was fo much in the 
old Jahn Frot 45 | Thie actual Practice is a Stranger 
do him. e A of 14. He nigh ave una 
Ine e "this Reſpect die 
of Parent and Tce would: have been a 
Vet I would here wiſh to call back y | 


be — vere, ſhould Fhoneftly- and onen 5 
preſs my Thoughts. I muſt ſpare you"the Mortihca- 
tion; but deſire you, as I have done thoſe Parents l- 


at he great Tribunal, when the omniſcient Searcher of 

Hearts hall call you to Account: And 7 God 

grant, that you may be indueed ſo to reform your Piacs 
e in that Tok FR: 
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